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THE AMERICAN ENERGY INITIATIVE, PART 12: 
IMPACTS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY’S NEW AND PROPOSED 
POWER SECTOR REGULATIONS ON ELEC-
TRIC RELIABILITY 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND POWER, 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 
Washington, DC. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 9:19 a.m., in room 
2322 of the Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Ed Whitfield 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Members present: Representatives Whitfield, Shimkus, Walden, 
Terry, Burgess, Bilbray, McMorris Rodgers, Olson, McKinley, Gard-
ner, Barton, Rush, Inslee, Castor, Markey, Green, Capps, Doyle, 
and Waxman (ex officio). 

Staff present: Charlotte Baker, Press Secretary; Ray Baum, Sen-
ior Policy Advisor/Director of Coalitions; Anita Bradley, Senior Pol-
icy Advisor to Chairman Emeritus; Maryam Brown, Chief Counsel, 
Energy and Power; Patrick Currier, Counsel, Energy and Power; 
Garrett Golding, Professional Staff Member, Energy and Power; 
Cory Hicks, Policy Coordinator, Energy and Power; Heidi King, 
Chief Economist; Mary Neumayr, Senior Energy Counsel; Katie 
Novaria, Legislative Clerk; Jeff Baran, Democratic Senior Counsel; 
Greg Dotson, Democratic Energy and Environment Staff Director; 
Caitlin Haberman, Democratic Policy Analyst; and Alexandra 
Teitz, Democratic Senior Counsel, Energy and Environment. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. ED WHITFIELD, A REPRESENT-
ATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF KEN-
TUCKY 
Mr. WHITFIELD. This hearing will come to order. This is the 12th 

day of our American Energy Initiative hearing, and today we are 
going to focus on the impact of the EPA’s new and proposed power 
sector regulations and the reliability of the electric power grid. 

The Energy Information Administration projects that electricity 
demand will increase 31 percent by 2035. That means new electric 
power plants will more than likely have to be built, and that in-
cludes all kinds of power plants. But getting EPA approval to do 
so was already enough of a challenge before utility MACT, new 
source performance standards for greenhouse gases, interstate 
transport, cooling towers, coal combustion residuals, and all the 
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other new and pending regulations were added to the mix. As it is, 
this Administration has brought construction of new coal-fired gen-
eration to a near standstill, and things are only going to get harder 
as additional regulations take effect. 

At the same time, existing facilities are under threat. EPA’s reg-
ulations are likely to force accelerated retirements of many coal- 
fired plants that are still badly needed. Studies from the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation and several others esti-
mate serious risks to reliability from these retirements. 

Add to that the units facing significant downtime as they are ret-
rofit to comply with the host of new regulations, and there is gen-
uine concern whether there will be enough electric generating ca-
pacity to meet the Nation’s growing demand. The impacts of more 
expensive electricity are bad enough, and alone are reason to close-
ly scrutinize the many new regulations likely to raise them. But 
the potential consequences of unreliable electricity, on the economy, 
on the military and on the lives of the American people, are even 
more disturbing. 

We need to know the cumulative impact on reliability of all the 
rules that are in the works in the pipeline, which is precisely why 
the TRAIN Act, in our view, is so important. This is a very serious 
problem, but I have yet to see serious treatment of it by EPA. The 
agency has shown insufficient concern over the cumulative burden 
of its regulations as it moves ahead to implement them. This atti-
tude of ‘‘regulate first, ask questions later’’ needs to end. 

Nor is the EPA coordinating with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission as well as other federal and State-level organizations 
responsible for the reliability of the grid. Needless to say, for EPA 
to embark on a regulatory agenda that threatens reliability without 
working closely with FERC and other federal agencies is simply 
unacceptable. 

I know that 14 different entities have examined the potential loss 
of energy-producing power, and they range anywhere from almost 
80 gigawatts down to 10 gigawatts, and on the preliminary assess-
ment, the lowest prediction of retired capacity was EPA, but the 
mere fact that we have so many different agencies with such dif-
ferent views on the capacity impact certainly would illustrate that 
we need better coordination on this issue. 

And so I look forward today to learning more from the leadership 
at FERC who are responsible for reliability on precisely what their 
views are on this issue and how comfortable they feel in assuring 
the American people that reliability will not be an issue. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Whitfield follows:] 
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Opening Statement of Chairman Ed Whitfield 

Energy and Power Subcommittee 

Hearing on The American Energy Initiative 

September 14,2011 

This hearing will come to order. This is the 1 ih day of our American Energy 
Initiative hearing, and today we will focus on the impact of the EPA's new and 
proposed power sector regulations on the reliability ofthe electric power grid. 

The Obama EPA's unprecedented regulatory agenda brings with it a number of 
unprecedented problems. These regulations are having a chilling effect on job 
growth. They threaten America's industrial competitiveness. They are also 
placing upward pressure on energy prices, and since many of the new requirements 
target electric power plants, that includes the cost of electricity. 

But today we will go beyond the question of how much it will cost to tum the 
lights on in the years ahead and address an even more serious problem - whether 
we can depend on the lights to go on at all. We need much better answers to these 
reliability concerns than we have gotten thus far. That is the purpose oftoday's 
hearing. 

The Energy Information Administration projects that electricity demand will 
increase 31 percent by 2035. That means new electric power plants will have to 
be built, and that includes coal-fired generation. But getting EPA approval to do 
so was already enough of a challenge before utility MACT, New Source 
Performance Standards for greenhouse gases, interstate transport, cooling towers, 
coal combustion residuals, and all the other new and pending regulations were 
added to the mix. As it is, the Obama administration has brought construction of 
new coal-fired generation to a near standstill, and things are only going to get 
harder as additional regulations take effect. 
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At the same time, existing facilities are under threat. EPA's regulations are likely 
to force accelerated retirements of many coal-fired plants that are still badly 
needed. Studies from the North American Electric Reliability Corporation and 
several others estimate serious risks to reliability from these retirements. 

Add to that the units facing significant downtime as they are retrofit to comply 
with the host of new regulations, and there is genuine concern whether there will 
be enough electric generating capacity to meet the nation's growing demand. The 
impacts of more expensive electricity are bad enough, and alone are reason to 
closely scrutinize the many new regulations likely to raise them. But the potential 
consequences of unreliable electricity - on the economy, on the military, and on the 
lives of the American people - are even more disturbing. 

We need to know the cumulative impact on reliability of all the rules that are in the 
works, which is why the TRAIN Act is so important. 

This is a very serious problem, but I have yet to see serious treatment of it by EPA. 
The agency has shown insufficient concern over the cumulative burden of its 
regulations as it moves ahead to implement them. This attitude of "regulate first, 
ask questions later" needs to end. 

Nor is EPA coordinating with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission as well 
as other federal and state-level organizations responsible for the reliability of the 
grid. Needless to say, for EPA to be embarking on a regulatory agenda that 
threatens reliability without working closely with FERC is simply unacceptable. 

I look forward to learning more from FERC's leadership about the reliability 
challenges we face, as well as the perspective of state-level officials responsible for 
keeping the lights on. I now yield to the ranking member, Mr. Rush for his 
opening statement. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I would like to recognize the gen-
tleman from Illinois. 

Mr. RUSH. I want to yield, Mr. Chairman, to the ranking mem-
ber. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. I will recognize the ranking member, Mr. 
Waxman of California, for his opening statement. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN, A REP-
RESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA 

Mr. WAXMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Mr. 
Rush, for the opportunity to make this opening statement. 

This Republican House has been the most anti-environment in 
history. And today’s hearing builds on that unfortunate record with 
yet another attack on EPA’s efforts to reduce air pollution. 

The rules under assault today will improve the health of millions 
of Americans. The first rule, the mercury and air toxics rule, will 
prevent up to 17,000 premature deaths each year. The benefits of 
this rule sharply exceed the costs by as much as 13 to one. 

The second rule, EPA’s cross-state air pollution rule, is also a tre-
mendous victory for public health. Each year, this rule will prevent 
up to 34,000 premature deaths. In 2014, this rule will cost $800 
million but will produce annual health benefits to Americans of be-
tween $120 billion and $280 billion. That is an outstanding return 
on investment for the American people. 

Earlier this year, when Republicans wanted to block EPA’s cli-
mate rules, they said they wanted to clean up other air pollution, 
just not greenhouse gases. Yesterday, when our committee voted to 
block air toxics rules for boilers and cement kilns, they said they 
care about air pollution but denied the health benefits from reduc-
ing air toxics such as mercury. Now, they are attacking the cross- 
state air pollution rule, which controls fine particulates. They ig-
nore the severe effects of particulates on health documented in 
reams of peer-reviewed studies, and they claim that the rules will 
force so many coal plants to shut down that the reliability of our 
electric grid will be threatened. 

Well, EPA examined this question and found that its rules will 
result in only a modest level of retirements, of older, dirtier, less 
efficient power plants, and that these retirements are not expected 
to have an adverse impact on the adequacy of electric generation. 
EPA’s conclusions have been confirmed by several independent 
studies. 

In August 2010, the Analysis Group concluded that ‘‘the electric 
industry is well positioned to comply with EPA’s proposed air regu-
lations without threatening electric system reliability.’’ And they 
reaffirmed this finding in a June 2011 report. 

The Bipartisan Policy Center’s June 2011 analysis of the rules 
also found that ‘‘scenarios in which electric system reliability is 
broadly affected are unlikely to occur.’’ In a December 2010 study, 
Charles River Associates found that ‘‘implementing EPA air regula-
tions will not compromise electric system reliability.’’ 

The Congressional Research Service and others have also exam-
ined the issue. The stack of independent studies agrees on the key 
points. First, there is currently a substantial amount of excess gen-
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eration capacity from natural gas plants built during the last dec-
ade. The Analysis Group found that the electric sector is expected 
to have over 100 gigawatts of surplus capacity in 2013. That is 
much more capacity than anyone has suggested might retire as a 
result of EPA’s rules. 

Second, the electric industry has a proven track record of rapidly 
installing large amounts of new capacity when it is needed. From 
2000 to 2003, utilities added over 200 gigawatts of new capacity, 
and energy efficiency can often reduce the amount of needed gen-
eration even faster. 

Third, the potential retirements are of old, small, inefficient, less- 
used coal plants that lack pollution controls. On average, these 
units are 55 years old. According to CRS, the main threat to these 
plants is cheap natural gas. Regardless of EPA’s rules, these old 
plants are being replaced by more efficient natural gas plants. 

Today, we will hear a lot about an informal assessment by 
FERC’s staff that 81 gigawatts of generation are likely to close as 
a result of EPA’s rules. Citing this assessment is a mistake, as we 
will hear today from FERC’s chairman. This assessment was based 
on inaccurate assumptions and inadequate data, and it is out of 
date. It does not reflect the final EPA rules, as FERC has acknowl-
edged. 

The NERC and industry studies are also based on inaccurate as-
sumptions of what EPA rules would require. The results are unreli-
able because they assumed standards far more burdensome than 
those EPA adopted. 

The reliability of the electric grid is a serious topic, and it should 
not be used as an unfounded excuse to block important public 
health protections. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
At this time I recognize the gentleman from Texas, Mr. Olson, 

for his opening statement. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. PETE OLSON, A 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Mr. OLSON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for your lead-
ership in hosting the 12th hearing of the American Initiative. 

When the Obama Administration’s Environmental Protection 
Agency blindsided Texas by including in its cross-state pollution 
rule at the last minute, Texas utility companies warned that the 
decision would lead to a shortage of electricity, layoffs and higher 
energy prices. That was over 2 months ago. The EPA went full 
steam ahead with its rulemaking despite these concerns, and now 
we have learned that Luminant, the largest power generator in 
Texas, will close Texas lignite mines, idle two power plants and lay 
off 500 people. Luminant is one of the latest victims of an agency 
that is out of control. I hear it from my constituents, other Mem-
bers of Congress and even President Obama himself when he with-
drew a poorly drafted EPA ozone rule that was bad for the econ-
omy. 

Today, we will hear from public utility commissioners and inde-
pendent system operations. They are not here to make a political 
statement. They are here to tell us that there is no realistic way 
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to even partially mitigate the substantial losses of available oper-
ating capacity that will result from this rule. Hopefully, members 
on both sides will heed their message and work together to find a 
more sensible solution. 

I thank you, and yield to my colleague from Texas, the chairman 
emeritus, Mr. Barton. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOE BARTON, A 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Mr. BARTON. Thank you, Mr. Olson. 
I want to welcome the FERC commissioners. I think it has been 

a while since we have had all five of you, so we are glad to have 
you. 

It was interesting to me listening to Ranking Member Waxman. 
His assessment seems to be that we just overreact to all these EPA 
rules, that they are really not going to have much of an impact and 
we just need to hug each other and things will work out. Well, you 
folks are an independent agency, and EPA says all their rules 
might require 10-megawatt retirement. I think they say 10. You 
say 131. Well, that is quite a difference. Even if you split the dif-
ference, it is still approximately 70 megawatts. That is a lot of 
power. As my friend, Mr. Olson, just pointed out, this cross-state 
air transport rule that the EPA popped on us a month or so ago 
is going to cost a minimum of 500 jobs in my district, probably an-
other 2,000 jobs that are directly impacted, and EPA’s reaction to 
that was, the company that announced the layoffs yesterday just 
doesn’t understand. 

Well, my good friends at the FERC, today we want to hear your 
honest assessment, whatever it is, pro or con. This subcommittee 
wants the facts. You are all appointed by the President and your 
job is to give the best assessment as you can. We need to build a 
lot of power plants in this country in the next 10 years. It doesn’t 
look like anybody is going to build a coal plant. It is almost impos-
sible to permit a nuclear plant. That kind of leaves it to natural 
gas and perhaps wind power in certain areas of the country. 

So Mr. Chairman, I will put my formal statement in the record, 
but I am delighted to have the FERC commissioners and the panel-
ists that are going to follow them, and I look forward to an inter-
esting hearing. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Would the gentleman from Texas who originally 
had the time, Mr. Olson—— 

Mr. BARTON. I yield to the gentleman from—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Would you yield? 
Mr. BARTON. If I am allowed to. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN SHIMKUS, A REP-
RESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you. I also want to just welcome the com-
missioners, and having the EPA make a determination of the reli-
ability of the generating capacity of this country and the trans-
mission grid is like asking you to make an analysis of nitrous oxide 
emissions or asking you to make a Safe Drinking Water Act. We 
look forward to your analysis. I would let Chairman Waxman know 
that it is not only your own analysis, and I will have this up on 
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the screen when we go to questions, but FERC is at 70 for mod-
erate restriction, Bernstein and Associates 65 gigawatts. EPA is 
the lowest analysis of the loss of power than any either industry- 
selected or non-industry-selected evaluation of this. This is critical 
for the cost of energy and jobs in this country, and I agree with 
Mr. Barton that we really need your forthright and honest testi-
mony the effect it is going to have on our consumers and jobs in 
this country. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman’s time is expired. At this time I 
will recognize the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Rush, for his 5- 
minute opening statement. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BOBBY L. RUSH, A REP-
RESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Mr. RUSH. I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I want to 
thank all the commissioners as well as your other expert witnesses 
for appearing before this subcommittee today. 

Mr. Chairman, today we are holding a hearing to determine 
whether or not there is a need to further delay critical Clean Air 
Act rules including the Air Toxics Rule and the Cross-State Air 
Pollution Rule in order to address reliability issues. 

Mr. Chairman, in my opinion, this is yet another all-out assault, 
attack on the EPA. It is, as I might borrow my friend from Illinois’s 
phraseology, yet another Republican jihad, assault on the EPA. 
When will it end? I guess not until after the elections in November 
of 2012. 

There has been much debate and widely divergent estimates over 
grid reliability issues stemming from the number of power plants 
that would need to be retired once these rules go into effect. As a 
matter of fact, some earlier reports speculated that a larger num-
ber of power plants up to 80 gigawatts or more may be retired as 
a result of EPA’s regulations. However, Mr. Chairman, it must not 
go unsaid that these reports were based on the worst-case sce-
narios and the erroneous assumptions about what EPA might pro-
pose. More recent independent reports which look at what EPA ac-
tually proposed, including the Bipartisan Policy Center’s entitled 
‘‘Environmental Regulations and Electric System Reliability’’ only 
project 15 to 18 gigawatts of incremental coal plant retirements by 
2015. This represents less than 6 percent of total coal-fired capacity 
and less than 2 percent of total generating capacity. 

Additionally, many independent studies predict that these rules, 
including the Air Toxics Rule and the Cross-State Air Pollution 
Rule, will not threaten the economic health of the Nation but in-
stead will in fact stimulate job growth while protecting the public 
health. 

Under these new EPA air regulations, a small percentage of the 
oldest power plants will need to install pollution-control equipment 
to continue operations. The capital investments in pollution con-
trols and new generation will create an estimated 1.46 million jobs 
or an average of 290,000 year-round jobs between 2010 and 2015. 
It is job stimulation in any way you want to look at it. 

Due to abundant low-priced domestic natural gas supplies and 
reduced electricity demand, some electricity generators may elect to 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE



9 

retire the old inefficient plants rather than invest capital to install 
pollution controls. This is not a bad thing; it is a good thing. 

A new report from PJM Interconnection, the Nation’s largest 
transmission operator, says since the reliability is not threatened 
by coal-fired power plant retirements spurred by new EPA rules 
despite the coal industry’s claims that the impacts could be severe. 

I have, Mr. Chairman, and I want to insert into the record a let-
ter from Dynegy, a Houston-based coal-fired power company which 
supplies the Midwest Independent System Operator in Illinois and 
who is supportive of the EPA’s rule. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Without objection. 
[The information follows:] 
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Dym.>gy Inc 

1000 l.ouisiana Street, Suite S$o{J 

H(JtJ~,!Orl, 1 C)(<l$ 77002 

P110fT(' 713.767.0907" Fax 7H-1S6,70l9 
robert.\: floexon@dvnee;v.(om 

September 12,2011 

Ro-b~rt C Hcx:"n 
Prcside-nl lind Chief heCUl ive: Officer 

Bon. Bobby Rush, Ranking Member 
Energy and Power Subcommittee 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representative, 
2268 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Re: EPA's Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 

Dear Congressman Rush: 

DVNEGV 

We understand that the Energy and Power Subcommittee will be holding a hearing on Sept. 14 
011 EPA power-sector rules, including the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR), und 
reliability concerns. CSAPR, as you know, is a Clean Air Act rule focusing on interstate air 
emissions from electric generating units. We wanted to olTer the following remarks for the 
record in order to make clear the position of Dynegy Inc 011 CSAPR. While we would note that 
the rule can be improved through teclmical conections, we arc supportive of the rule. 

Vie fully understand the perception that the rule works some unfairness on certain business 
interests. However, we want you to know that this is not a unifom1ly-held position in the power 
sector; rather, it is a reflection of particular investment decisions. Having made different 
decisions (particularly with respect to our Illinois facilities), we have made substantial capital 
investments in state-ol~the-art air pollution contrtlJ devices. Any efforts to deJay or derail 
CSAPR would uudcl11linc the reasonable, investment-backed expectations ofDynegy. 

As an Illinois constituent, Dynegy provides wholesale power, capacity and ancillary services to 
utilities, cooperatives, municipalities and other energy companies in six states in our key U.S. 
regions of the Midwest, the Nonhcast and the West Coast. Dynegy's power generation portfolio 
consists of approximately 11.600 megawatts of base load, intermediate and peaking power plants 
fueled by a mix of coal, fuel oil and natural gas. Our geographic, dispatch and fuel diversity 
contribute. to a portfolio that is wei I-positioned to capitalize on regional differences in power 
prices and weather-driven demand to the bene!lt of consumers and businesses. 
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The orderly and predictable implementation of CSAPR actually removes business uncertainty in 
the electric power sector that was created when the federal courts invalidated the forerunner to 
CSAPR known as the Clean Air Interstate Rule. Like other capital-intensive industries, the 
power sector thrives and creates jobs in situations of certainty. In our case, CSAPR allows 
eompetiti ve markets to confer deserved economic returns on our investments in clean energy 
technology - investments made as a result of corporate policy, the operation of applicablc law in 
the states in which we operate, and additional federal requirements. Dynegy's 3000 megawatts 
of generating assets in Illinois, enough to power roughly three million homes, are mostly coal­
fired, base and internlcdiale-load facilities. These coal-fired operations employ about 700 
individuals. Our capital investment in clean air technologies at these coal facilities totals about 
one billion dollars since EPA finalized CAIR in March 2005. 

Your hearing addresses reliability. Our electric generation facilities in lllinois - facilities that do 
indeed hurn coal but which have the most modern air emission controls are an important part of 
the b'lekbone of affordable and reliable power in the state. Reserve margins in the transport rule 
Midwest Group I states, where Dynegy coal-fired facilities are located, exceed target reserve 
levels. And EPA has adopted reasonable regulatory approaches under CSA.PR, including 
allowing for both intrastate and interstate trading. For these reasons, Dynegy believes that 
delaying implementation of the CSAPR in MidwcstiGroup I states, is not necessary. Reliability 
concerns should be taken seriously. But the fact is that a responsible approach to 
implementation, the emergency authorities already available to energy regulators, and some 
prompt technical corrections to the rule, should be sufficient to resol ve near-tenn concerns. Over 
the longer term, the sooner well-controlled facilities heeome the norn1, the sooner we will resolve 
any tension between reliability and protection of hum un hcalth and the environment. 

Of course, it goes without saying that control of interstate air pollution serves important public 
policy objectives, including protection of human health and the environment as well as thc 
preservation of opportunities for economic development in downwind communities. 

Thank you for this opportunity to make our position known. The bollom line is that those 
corporations that have invested in effective air pollution control devices were counting on a 
stable regulatory cnvironment. While no one suggests that CSAPR is perfect, its continued 
progress towards implementation is important for that stability. 

V cry lrul y yours, 

Robert C. Flexon 
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cc: Hon. Ed Whitfield, Chaimlan 
Energy and Power Subcommittee 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 

irw/10ll·0912 
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Mr. RUSH. The Congressional Research Service found no evidence 
of the majority’s predicted train wreck but instead found that the 
primary impacts that the EPA rules will be on the coal-fired power 
plants more than 40 years old that have not installed pollution con-
trols. Many of these plants are inefficient and they should be re-
placed and they are being replaced regardless of EPA’s rules. 

Additionally, a Charles River Associates’ report concluded that 
the electric system reliability can be maintained while improving 
public health through coal-to-gas conversion, new gas-fired genera-
tion, expansion of load management programs and established 
market and regulatory safeguards. 

So Mr. Chairman, I join with you and the rest of the Republican 
jihadists. I am very eager to hear the testimony from the FERC 
commissioners as well as other witnesses here today over whether 
the EPA and other federal and State agencies have taken practical 
steps to plan for the implementation of these rules and have adopt-
ed approaches to ensure the electricity industry can comply without 
threatening electric system reliability. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you and I yield back the balance of my 
time, all of it. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time before we go to the testimony, I 
would like to recognize Mr. Gardner for the purpose of requesting 
putting into the record some documentation. 

Mr. GARDNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ask the letter 
from Tim Scott regarding this hearing be submitted for the record 
with unanimous consent. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Without objection. Thank you. 
[The information follows:] 
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TIM5con 
ISf DISTRICT, SOUTH C"'"OLl~ 

ELECTED LEADERSHIP COMMITIEE 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 

COMMlnEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Mr. Chairman, 

(ongregg of tbe WnitdJ ~tattg 
~ou~e of l\ept't~entlltibtli 
.nS\Jlnllton, 1)1[ 20515-4001 

September 14, 20 I I 

o WASHINGTON DC 
11l1lONGWQj;lJH HQust: OffiCE 8UllOINO 
W"'II>IIHOTON.OC20515 
PI1OHl:f2(2)22!I-31711 
F ...... ,tmIUti-Jof01 

o CHARLESTON 
2()OO$.f.a,lRlTlf:"MROBLvo..,S\fln;3001 
CW."I..IHHOH. SC 29401 
PHO~E:llI4l)as2-1222 
f.t.IC1B431es2-2909 

o MVATl£B£ACH 
1800 HaRTH 0 ..... S11IUT. tC 
~lUBu.a4.SC2ll511 
f'M'fI":{843J445-64$8 
F.u..:(1I4l1.4!>--&1118 

This hearing on the impact of the Environmental Protection Agency's new and proposed power 
sector regulations on electric reliability could not come at a more critical time formy 
constituents in South Carolina. As the attached letter indicates, the South Carolina Public Service 
Commission ("SCPSC") has significant concerns with many of the pending regulations and has 
petitioned the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (''FERC'') to establish a joint board 
between the two agencies to study the impact EPA regulations will have on the reliability and 
affordability of electric power in the State of South Carolina. 

It is critical that federal agencies work with the states to ensure transparency and reduce the 
amount of regulatory uncertainty facing our utility sector. Unnecessary increased costs of 
complying with many of these regulations will significantly impact job creation in my state, 
force electric customers to pay higher rates and could reduce generation capacity. These potential 
impacts, which are not insignificant, require collaboration at the state and federal level. 

To the five of the FERC Commissioners testifying in front of your Committee today, I submit 
the following questions: 

I. Have all the Commissioners received the letter from the South Carolina Public Service 
Commission dated September 1,2011? 

2. If so, has the Commission responded to South Carolina's request to establish a joint 
federal-state board to study the impact EPA regulations will have on the reliability and 
affordability of electric power in the State of South Carolina? 

3. If the Commission has not responded to the request when does it anticipate a formal 
response back to South Carolina officials? cj:y, 

TIm,~,/r-
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON Rf~YCLED PAPEi'f 
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([:~£ 'uhlir ~£rltit£ Qtommfssfon 
~hrh~ of ~outh QInroItnu 

JOHN E. "BUTCH" HOWARD 
COMMISSIONER, RRST OISmlCT 

September I, 2011 

The Honorable Kimberly Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N .E. 
Washington, D.C. 20426 

Po O. DRAWER 11649 
COLUMBIA. S.c. 29211 
Phone: (803) 898-5220 

Fa", (803) 896·5188 

Re: Petition for Creation of a Joint Federal-State Board to Study Electric 
Reliability Docket No. EL-_-OOO 

Deal' Secretary Bose: 

Pmsuant to Section 209(a) of the Federal Power Act (PPA) (16 U.S.C. § 824h(a)), 
the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (South Carolina PSC) and the South 
Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS)I petition for the establislunent of a joint 
board2 between the South Carolina PSC and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) to study the impact of regulations of the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) on the reliability and affordability of electric power in the State of South Carolina. 
The South Carolina PSC further urges FERC to consider including interested public 
service commissions throughout the southeast to study the impact ofthe EPA regulations 
on the region and include other commissions and regions as may be requested. 
Additionally, the South Carolina PSC is making an infol'mation request to PERC 
pursuant to FPA Section 209(c) (16 U.S.C. § 824h(c)). 

Our petition is motivated by concern that EPA is proceeding with a significant 
numbel' of new power sector regulations that could lead to numerous retirements of 

I ORS is the South Carolina state agency charged with rep~senting the public interest of South Carolina in 
utility regulation, including proceedings before the South Carolina PSC, pursuant to S.C. Code AM. § 58· 
4·10 (Supp. 2010). Furthermore, by state statute, DRS is the designated entity 10 provide legal 
representation of the public interest before federal regulatory agencies and federal courts in proceedings 
that could affect the rates or service of any public utility. See S.C. Code Ann. § 58·4·50 (A)(8) (Supp. 
2010). The public interest is clearly defined by statute at s.c. Code Ann. § 584·10 (Supp. 2010). 
2 S.C. Code Ann. § 58·27·170 (Supp. 2010) provides the South Carolina PSC and the ORS with the 
authority to hold joint hearings and make joint investigations, respectively, with any official board or 
commission of any state or ofthe United States. 
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electric generating units without adequately consulting with agencies and stakeholders 
with responsibility for the adequacy and affordabiIity of electric service and without 
FERC and public service commissions fully understanding the cumulative impact of 
these EPA regulations. The potential effects of these EPA regulations on the quality, 
reliability and cost of electric service are of great concern. However, it does not appear 
that the nation's energy regulators-at either the national or state level-are fully 
cognizant of these impacts, and therefore they would have significant difficulty 
adequately planning for these effects. A joint board made up of nominees from the 
interested states and FERC representatives would allow us to cooperate and coordinate in 
exercising our mutual responsibilities in this area. 

In addition, we ask that FERC request that EPA coordinate the promulgation of its 
regulations affecting the power sector with the joint board's work. The board's work will 
be of little use if EPA takes action and initiates compliance deadlines without considering 
the board's analysis and recommendations. 

I. BACKGROUND 

EPA has promulgated, proposed or is planning numerous regulations affecting the 
electtic power sector. Recently, EPA finalized its Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 
(CSAPR), and it has proposed hazardous air pollutants standards for electric generators, 
coal ash regulations, and water intake structure regulations. It has put in place 
greenhouse gas permitting requirements for new and modified facilities, and it is about to 
propose greenhouse gas New Source Performance Standards for new, modified and 
existing facilities. EPA has also promulgated National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) for sulfur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide, is about to promulgate NAAQS for 
ozone, and is about to propose NAAQS for fine particulate matter, all of which will affect 
the power sector. 

EPA has not assessed the cumulative effect of all of these regulations on the 
reliability and affordability of electric power. In its hazardous air pollutants proposal, 
EPA said it had "already begun reaching out to key stakeholders," such as "groups with 
responsibility to assure an affordable and reliable supply of electricity including Public 
Utility Commissions (PUCs), Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs), the National 
Electric Reliability Council (NERC), the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC), and DOE." 76 Fed. Reg. 24,976, 25,054 (May 3, 2011). However, the South 
Carolina PSC, at least, has not been contacted or consulted by EPA as to the impacts of 
its regulations on electric reliability in South Carolina. 

Although it appears that t11ere have been informal discussions between EPA and 
FERC staff, the impact of EPA's power sector regulations on electric reliability and 
affordability has not been comprehensively studied by FERC. Moreover, these 
discussions have not been made public, and stakeholders, including state public service 
commissions, have not been included in the discussions. In an August 1, 2011 letter in 
response to an inquiry from Senator Lisa Murkowski, FERC Chairman Wellinghoff and 
Commissioners Norris and LaFleur stated that FERC staff have done only an "informal 
assessment [that] offered only a preliminary look at how coal-fired units could be 

2 
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impacted by EPA JUles, and [it] is inadequate to use as a basis for decision-making, given 
that it used infonnation and assumptions that have changed." 

As "informal" and "preliminary" as this analysis was, it neve11heless revealed that 
"40 GW of coal-fired generating capacity [is] 'likely' to retire, with another 41 GW 'very 
likely' to retire." This combined 81 OW that is "likely" 01' "very likely" to retire far 
exceeds any of EPA's projections and is significantly larger than forecasts made by 
financial institutions, consulting groups, and even industry groups. It is almost 8% of all 
installed capacity and 24% of the coal-fired fleet, the backbone of the nation's electric 
system. (Derived from Table 1.2, p.17, Existing Capacity by Energy Source, 2009, U.S. 
Energy Information Administration Electric Power Annual 2009, dated April 20]], 
http://www.eia.gov/cneaflelectricityfepalepa_sum.html). 

We are particularly concerned with very near-term compliance deadlines in the 
EPA rules, such as the 2012 and 2014 compliance deadlines in the just-promulgated 
CSAPR and the 2015 compliance deadline (with the possibility of a one-year extension) 
in the hazardous air pollutants rule. Chairman WellinghofI's August 1,2011, response, 
joined by Commissioners Norris and LaFleur, stated that, "In discussing whether there is 
enough time for new genemtion to corne online by 2018 to offset coal retirements, 
Commission staff identified several factors that can extend the project build horizon. 
These include the long lead time needed for some equipment, potential protests against 
pipeline siting and construction, transmission siting and construction issues, and 
environmental permitting. These factors slow the industry response in replacing retired 
units." Attachment to August I, 2011 letter, FERC Response to Senator MW'kowski 
Proposed EPA Rules, p. 3 (emphasis added). These are precisely the factors that concern 
us and should concern FERC in assessing whether EPA's compliance timelines, which 
are much earlier than 2018, are uru·ealistic. 

We are not alone in raising concern about the adequacy of the analysis that has 
been undertaken to date of the impact of EPA's regulations on electric service reliability. 
Although South Carolina is not in the PJM region, the comments ofPJM on the proposed 
hazardous air pollutants rule are instructive. According to PJM's August 4, 201] 
comments, "[T]he analysis supporting the Proposed Rule has underestimated the risks to 
reliability of electric supply in light of the hard deadlines imposed pursuant to Clean Air 
Act § 112." Further, PJM's comments provide warning that "PJM's preliminary analysis 
... indicates that the number and size of retirements in EPA's analysis is significwltly 
understated." PJM goes on to state that "the analysis does not address the potential for 
more localized transmission constraints .... The fact that potential retirements have been 
understated, combined with the fact PJM could have as little as 90 days notice of 
retirement under its CUlTent FERC-approved rules, renders EPA's conclusion that 
adequate resources will exist incomplete and erroneous." 

Similarly, the August 4, 2011, comments of the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas on the hazardous air pollutants rule criticized EPA's reliability analysis as flawed. 
Noting the recent high temperatures in Texas, the comments stated that "[a]lthough 
ERCOT avoided the need for rolling outages because of its current electricity reserves, 
the ERCOT grid operated close to its capacity. It is clear that, had the EPA rules 

3 
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discussed in these comments been in effect. Texas would have experienced rolling 
outages and the risk of massive load curtailment." 

And. Commissioner Moeller, in his separate response to Senator Murkowski's 
letter, stated that: 

The recent and enduring heat wave that simultaneously 
impacted a large portion of the population of the United 
States underscores the essential and life-saving importance 
of electric reliability. With economic weakness and closed 
factories throughout the nation, you might have expected 
the available power plants to easily handle the heat wave. 
Yet the operators of the power grid relied on 'all of their 
available resources, including coal plants that are expected 
to be shut down because of EPA decisions, in order to 
ensure the reliability of the grid and health and safety of the 
public. 

II. PETITION FOR JOINT BOARD 

In light of these concerns, and the possibility that the EPA rules may result in 
service by public utilities that is "inadequate or insufficient", the South Carolina PSC 
respectfully petitions this Commission pursuant to Section 209(a) of the Federal Power 
Act to establish a joint federal-state board to address the cumulative impact of enacted 
and pending EPA rules on electIic reliability (hereinafter the "Joint Board 011 

Reliability"). Pursuant to Section 385.1304 of the Commission's regulations, the South 
Carolina PSC is prepared to nominate representatives to the Joint Board on Reliability 
and urges the Commission to issue an order within thirty days establishing the Joint 
Board on Reliability and requesting nominations for members. 

The Joint Board on Reliability should be given a specific focus and mission: 

To study and define the cumulative impact on eleCh'ic 
system reliabtlity of current and pending EPA utility 
regulations on impacted states and regions. and to develop 
a set of recommendations for PERC, EPA, affected 
regional entitles and state cOl/I/11issions to implement to 
ensure that the power sector rules do not impair reliability 
01' result ill unreasonable increases in electric rates, either 
on a stare-by-state 01' reglon-by-region basis, or in the 
aggregate. 

We understand and agree that section 209 boards are "designed for use in unusual 
cases, and as a means of relief to the Commission when it might find itself unable to hear 
and determine cases before it, in the usual course, without undue delay." 18 CFR § 
385.1304 (2011). It is difficult to imagine a more suitable candidate for formalized state-

4 
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federal coordination than a threat to electric reliability arising from significant impending 
generation retirements. FERC has important responsibilities as to the reliability of the 
bulk power system. State regulatory commissions retain jurisdiction over resource 
adequacy and the reasonableness of electric service to ultimate consumers, which in 
many states is implemented through integrated resource planning. This shared 
responsibility for "keeping the lights on" in a reliable and affordable maMer demands 
that we work together, in a formalized and meaningful forum, to study, influence and 
plan for the. impact of EPA rules on electric reliability, and to recommend a course 
forward to deal with the rules' effects. Further, EPA's hazardous air pollutants Proposed 
Rule states that "Between proposal and final, EPA will work with DOE an~ FERC to 
identify any opportunities offered by the authorities and policy tools at the disposal of 
DOE and/or FERC" to assure that electric reliability is maintained as new regulations are 
developed and implemented, 76 Fed. Reg, 24,976,25,054 (May 3, 2011). A joint board 
is an effective "tool" to be pursued for maintaining reliability as contemplated by the 
EPA. 

Moreover, as suggested in Chairman Wellinghoffs August I, 2011, letter, joined 
by Conunissioners Norris and LaFleur, it appears FERC may lack the necessary data to 
conduct this analysis "in the normal course without undue delay." 18 CFR § 385.1304 
(2011). Working together, in coordination with electric utilities and other organizations 
(including NERC, the Regional Entities, and the Regional Transmission Organizations), 
we can gather the necessary data to conduct a meaningful analysis, quickly. 

Assessing reliability impacts should not be deferred to regional transmission 
planning processes alone. Regional plaMing groups may be critical processes for 
mitigating reliability impacts, but they appear to be inadequate to study the impact of this 
set of EP A rules on all stakeholders in such a way that EPA can use the data to inform its 
decision-making process. A Joint Board on Reliability would be a more appropriate 
vehicle fol' accomplishing those goals.3 Moreover, we believe that both FERC and state 
commissions and other state regulatory bodies must be involved in the process. FERC's 
expertise in the reliability of the bulk power system, and the resources of the FERC 
Office of Electric Reliability and state-level fRP reSOUl'ces must be brought to bear on 
this process. 

III. REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

In addition to the request for the establishment of the loint Board on Reliability, 
the South Carolina PSC respectfully requests that this Commission make available 
pursuant to FPA Section 209(c) (16 U.S.C. § 824h(c) all information in the 
Commission's possession that will assist it, and the Joint Board on Reliability if 
established, in carrying out their tasks. Section 209(c) addresses the availability of 

3 This proposed approach is entirely consistent with resolutions of the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners' (NARUC) Board of Directol's, 
namely, February 16, 2011, Resolution on the Role of State Regulatory Policies in the 
Development of Federal Environmental Regulations. and July 20,2011, Resolution on 
Increased Flexibility for the implementation of EPA Rulemakings (Resolutions attached). 

5 
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information and reports to state commissions. It states that "[t]he Commission shall 
make available to the several State commissions such information and reports as may be 
of assistance in State regulation of public utilities." The issues raised in the South 
Carolina PSC's petition and in tins information request directly relate to our 
responsibility to engage in "state regulation of public utilities." 

Specifically, we request here any and all materials relating to the Commission's 
informal analysis of the reliability inlpact of the EPA rules and to staff's discussions with 
EPA. Information provided pursuant to tilis request should include, but not be limited to, 
any supporting materials that may have accompanied Chairman Wellinghofi's letter of 
August 1 to Senator Murkowski that have not yet been publicly released. We ask that all 
responsive infonnation available pW'suant to FPA Section 209(c) be provided directly to 
tile South Carolina PSC within thirty days. This infonnation should also be made 
available to the Joint Board on Reliability, if established. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. It is of critical importance. We look 
forward to your action in response to this petition. 

Sincerely, 

~~QA£L, 

David A. Wright, Vice Chairman 
Public Service Commission of S 

~Z-
C. Dukes Scott, Executive Director 
SC Office of Regulatory Staff 

c: The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham, U. S. Senate 
The Honorable James W. Demint, U. S. Senate 
The Honorable Timothy E. Scott, U. S. House of Representatives 
TIle Honorable Joe Wilson, U. S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable JeffD. Duncan, U. S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Harold W. "Trey" Gowdy, III, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable J. Michael "Mick" Mulvaney, U. S. House of Representatives 
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Resolutioll 011 tlte Role of State Regulatory Policies In the De~elopment of Federal 
. E"virollmelltal Regulatloll/ 

WHEREAS, The National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) 
recognizes that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is engaged in the development 
o(public health and environmental regulations that will directly affect the electric power sector; 
and 

WHEREAS, EPA is expected to promulgate regulations to be implemented by State 
environmental regulators concerning the interstate transport of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen 
oxides, cooling water intake, emissions of hazardous air pollutants and greenhouse gases, release 
of toxic and thermal pollution into waterways, and management of coal combustion solid waste; 
and 

WHEREAS, NARUC at this time takes 110 position regarding the merits of these EPA 
rulemakings; and 

WHEREAS, Such regulations under consideration by EPA could pose significant challenges for 
the electric power sector, with respect to the economic burden. the feasibility of implementation 
by the contemplated deadlines and the maintenance of system reliability; and 

WHEREAS, EPA is expected to provide opportunities for public comment and input with 
respect to forthcoming regulations; and 

WHEREAS, Compliance with forthcoming environmental regulations will affect consumers 
differently depending upon each State's electricity market and the nature of the decisions made 
by State regulators; and 

WHEREAS, Addressing compliance with multiple regulatory requirements at the same time 
may help to reduce overall compliance costs and minimize risk assuming reasonable flexibility 
with respect to deadlines; and 

WHEREAS, State utility regulators are well positioned to evaluate risks and benefits of various 
resource options through policies that appropriately account for and mitigate the risks arising 
from compliance with pending regulations; alld 

WHEREAS, Cooperation between utility commissions and environmental regulators can 
promote greater policy coordination and integration and improve the quality and effectiveness of 
electricity sector regulation; and 

WHEREAS, State utility regulators, by working with the power sector and State and federal 
environmental regulators, can help to facilitate least-cost compliance with public health and 
environmental goals; and 

I Based upon Resolution on ImpltcQ//ol/s of Climate Policy for Ratepayers alld Public Utilities, adopted by 
NARUC Board of Directors on July 18,2007. 
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WHEREAS, State utility regulators can help to minimize environmental risk as well as 
uncertainty regarding reliability and customer rate impacts by requesting regulated utilities with 
fossil generation to develop plans that evaluate all relevant environmental rulemakings at U.S. 
EPA; new, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners, convened at its 2011 Winter Committee Meetings In Washington D.C., urges 
the EPA to ensure that, as it develops public health and environmental programs, it will: 

• Avoid compromising energy system reliability; 

• Seek ways to minimize cost impacts to consumers; 

• Ensure that its actions do not impair the availability of adequate electricity and natural 
gas resources; 

• Consider cumulative economic and reliability impacts in the process of developing 
multiple environmental rulemakings that impact the electricity sector; 

• Recognize the needs of States and regions to deploy a diverse portfolio of cost-effective 
supply-side and demand-side resources based on the unique circumstances of each State 
and region; 

• Encourage the development of innovative, multi-pollutant solutions to emissions 
challenges as well as collaborative research and development efforts in conjunction with 
the U.S. Department of Energy; 

• Employ rigorous cost-benefIt analyses consistent with federal law, in order to ensure 
sound public policy outcomes; 

• Provide an appropriate degree of flexibility and timeframes for compliance that 
recognizes the highly localized and regional nature of the provision of electricity services 
in the U.S; 

• Engage in timely and meaningful dialog with State energy regulators in pursuit of these 
objectives; and 

• Recognize and account for, where possible, State or regional efforts already undertaken 
to address environmental challenges; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That NARUC urges State utility regulators to actively engage with State and 
federal environmental regulators and to take other appropriate actions in furtherance of the goals 
of this resolution. 

Sponsored by the Committees on Electricity and Energy Resources and the Envil'Onment 
AdDpted by the NARUC Board of DirectDrs FebnlalY 16, 2011 
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Resoilltioll ollIIIcreased Flexibility for tile IlIIplementation of EPA Rlllenlakillgs 

WHEREAS, The Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC) adopted a resolution on the Role of State RegufatolY Policies in tile 
Development of Federal Environmelltal Regulations on February 16, 2011; including the 
foUowing statements: 

• WHEREAS, NARUC at this time takes no position regarding the merits of these EPA 
rulemakings; and 

• WHEREAS, Such regulations under consideration by EPA could pose significant 
challenges for the electric power sector and the State Regulatory Commissions with 
respect to the economic burden, the feasibility of implementation by the contemplated 
deadlines and the maintenance of system reliability; and 

WHEREAS, NARUC wishes to continue to advance the policies set forth in the resolution as it 
relates to the proposed EPA rulemakings concerning the interstate transport of sulfur dioxide and 
nitrogen oxides, cooling water intake, emissions of hazardous air pollutants and greenhouse 
gases, release of toxic and thermal pollution into waterways, and management of coal 
combustion solids; and 

WHEREAS, NARUC recognizes that a reliable energy supply is vital to SUppOlt the nation's 
future economic growth, security, and quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, There are many strategies available to States and utilities to comply with EPA 
regulations, including retrofits and installation of pollution control equipment, construction of 
new power plants and transmission upgrades to provide resource adequacy and system security 
where needed when power plants retire, purchases of power from wholesale markets, demand 
response, energy efficiency, and renewable energy policies - the collection of which can be 
implemented at differeht time frames by different interested parties and may constitute lower­
cost options that provide benefits to ratepayers; and 

WHEREAS, A retrofit timeline for multimiIIion dollar projects may take up to five-plus years, 
considering that the retrofit projects· will need to be designed to address compliance with 
multiple regulatory requirements at the same time and requiring several steps that may include, 
but are not limited to: utility regulatory commission approval, front-end engineering, 
environmental permitting, detailed engineering, construction and startup; and 

WHEREAS, TimeIines may also be lengthened by the large number of multimiIlion dollar 
projects that will be in competition for the same skilled labor and resources; and 

WHEREAS, NARUC recognizes that flexibility with the implementation of EPA regulations 
can lessen generation cost increases because of improved planning, selection of correct design 
for the resolution of multiple requirements, greater use of energy efficiency and demand-side 
resources, and orderly decision-making; alld 
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WHEREAS, Some generators that will be impacted by the new EPA rulemakings are located in 
constrained areas or supply constrained areas and will need time to allow for transmission or new 
generation studies to resolve reliability issues; and 

WHEREAS, The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and regional RTOs 
will need time to study reliability issues associated with shutdown or repoweling of generation; 
and 

WHEREAS, NARUC recognizes that flexibility will allow time for these needed studies, and 

WHEREAS, The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), through its oversight of 
NERC, has authority over electric system reliability, and is in a position to require generators to 
provide sufficient notice to FERC, system operators, and State regulators of expected effects of 
forthcoming health and environmental regUlations on operating plants to allow an opportunity for 
meaningful assessment and response to reliability claims; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners, convened at its 2011 Summer Committee Meetings in Los Angeles, California, 
supports efforts to promote Slate and federsl environmental and energy policies that will enhance 
the reliability of the nation's energy supply and minimize cost impacts to consumers by: 

• Allowing utilities to coordinate the closure and/or retrofitting of existing electric 
generating units in an orderly manner that will ensure the continued supply of electricity 
and that will allow power generstors to upgrade their facilities in the most cost effective 
way, while at the same time achieving attainable efficiency gains and environmental 
compliance; and 

• Allowing regulatory options for units that are necessary for grid reliability that commit to 
retire or repower; and 

• Allowing an EPA-directed phasing-in of the regulation requirements; and 

• Establishing interim progress standards that ensure generation units meet EPA 
regulations in an orderly, cost-effective manner; alld be ltful"ther 

RESOLVED, That commissions should eneourage utilities to plan for EPA regulations, and 
explore all options for complying with such regulations, in order to minimize costs to ratepayers; 
alld be itfurlhel' 

RESOLVED, That FERC should work with the EPA to develop a process "that requires 
generators to provide notice to PERC, system operators, and State regulators of expected effects 
of forthcoming EPA regulations on operating plants to allow an opportunity for meaningful 
assessment and response to reliability issues; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, That NARUC and its members should actively coordinate with their 
environmental regulatory counterparts, FBRC, and the electric power sector ensuring electric 
system reliability and encoumge the use of all available tools that provide flexibility in EPA 
regulation requirements reflecting the tirneline and cost efficiency concerns embodied in this 
resolution to ensure continuing emission reduction progress while minimizing capital costs, rate 
increases and other economic impacts while meeting public health and enviJ.'onmental goals. 

Sponsored by the Subcommitlee 011 Clean Coal and Carbon Sequestratioll and the Committees 
011 Electricity and Energy Resources and the Environment 
Adopted by the NARUC Board o/Directors July 20, 2011 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I also want to welcome the FERC 
commissioners. We appreciate very much your taking time to be 
here. We are sorry for the delay this morning. 

We have with us today the Chairman of the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission, the Honorable Jon Wellinghoff. Also, Commis-
sioner Phillip Moeller, Marc Spitzer, John Norris and Cheryl La-
Fleur, and at this time, Chairman Wellinghoff, we will recognize 
you for your 5-minute opening statement and then we will just go 
down the line. 

STATEMENTS OF JON WELLINGHOFF, CHAIRMAN, FEDERAL 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION; PHILIP D. MOELLER, 
COMMISSIONER, FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMIS-
SION; MARC SPITZER, COMMISSIONER, FEDERAL ENERGY 
REGULATORY COMMISSION; JOHN R. NORRIS, COMMIS-
SIONER, FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION; 
AND CHERYL A. LAFLEUR, COMMISSIONER, FEDERAL EN-
ERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

STATEMENT OF JON WELLINGHOFF 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of 
the committee. I appreciate the opportunity to be here and testify 
before you today. 

Electric reliability and environmental protection are both impor-
tant to this country’s future. The issues are related as, for example, 
regulations that the EPA recently finalized or is considering will 
affect the operation of some electric-generating units. 

With sufficient information and time, the electric industry can 
plan to meet both its reliability and environmental obligations. 
Most notably, existing planning authorities with developed mod-
eling capabilities have or could obtain all the necessary data and 
tools to analyze the potential local and regional reliability impacts 
stemming from the EPA regulations. These planning authorities 
provide the appropriate forums for addressing this issue. Some are 
already taking steps to account for implementation of these EPA 
regulations. For planning authorities to conduct these analyses, 
they need early notice of retirements to accurately identify and ad-
dress reliability issues. 

The Commission also has a role to play with respect to electric 
reliability. In general, the Commission has used its existing author-
ity in the past to protect reliability. To this end, the Commission 
has overseen the establishment of mandatory and enforceable 
standards that protect the reliability of the bulk power system. 
Looking forward, the Commission does and will, for example, re-
view studies to determine the changes that occur due to changes 
in mix and location of resources in a region as well as planning- 
related proposals that account for implementation of these EPA 
regulations. 

The Commission also can and will share our staff’s expertise 
with the EPA when appropriate. Commission staff has had numer-
ous consultations with EPA staff on issues related to these EPA 
regulations including informal assessments that each has con-
ducted. Commissioner staff’s informal assessments of generator re-
tirements are inadequate to be used as a basis for decision making. 
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More generally, it is important to recognize that although the Com-
mission is well suited and able to perform its statutory duties in-
cluding those with respect to reliability, it does not possess the 
data nor the models necessary to replace the industry’s individual 
and collective planning processes in addressing the potential local 
and regional impacts of these EPA regulations on electric reli-
ability. 

That completes my summary of my testimony. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Wellinghoff follows:] 
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One Page Summary of Testimony of Chairman Jon Wellinghoff 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Of the Committee on Energy and Commerce 

United States House of Representatives 
September 14, 20 II 

Electric reliability and environmental protection are both important to this 
country's future. The issues are related as, for example, regulations that the EPA recently 
finalized or is considering will affect the operation of some electric generation units. 
With sufficient information and time, the electric industry can plan to meet both its 
reliability and environmental obligations. 

Most notably, existing planning authorities with developed modeling capabilities 
have or could obtain all the necessary data and tools to analyze the potential local and 
regional reliability impacts stemming from the EPA regulations. These planning 
authorities provide the appropriate forums for addressing this issue. Some are already 
taking steps to account for implementation of these EPA regulations. For planning 
authorities to conduct these analyses, they will need early notice of retirements to 
accurately identify and address reliability issues. 

The Commission also has a role to play with respect to c1ectric reliability. In 
general, the Commission has used its existing authority in the past to protect reliability. 
To this end, the Commission has overseen the establishment of mandatory and 
enforceable standards that protect the reliability of the Bulk-Power System. Looking 
forward, the Commission does and will, for example, review studies to determine the 
changes that occur due to changes in the mix and location of resources in a region, as 
well as planning-related proposals that account for implementation of these EPA 
regulations. The Commission also can and will share our staffs expertise with EPA 
when appropriate. Commission staff has had numerous consultations with EPA staff on 
issues related to these EPA regulations, including informal assessments that each has 
conducted. 

Commission staffs informal assessment of generator retirements is inadequate to 
use as a basis for decision making. More generally, it is important to recognize that, 
although the Commission is well-suitcd and able to perform its statutory duties, including 
those with respect to reliability, it does not posscss cither the data or the models 
necessary to replace the industry's individual and collective planning processes in 
addressing the potentialloeal and regional impacts of these EPA regulations on electric 
reliability. 
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Testimony of Chairman Jon Wellinghoff 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Ofthe Committee on Energy and Commerce 

United States House of Representatives 

September 14,20 II 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Rush, and members of the Subcommittee: 

My name is Jon Wellinghoff, and I am the Chairman of the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission). With me are Commissioners Marc 

Spitzer, Phil Moeller, John Norris, and Cheryl LaFleur. I thank you for the opportunity 

to appear before you today to discuss our views on the planning processes used in this 

country by utilities and regional planning authorities to maintain a reliable electric grid 

and potential impacts of the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) new and proposed 

power sector regulations on electric reliability and those planning processes. 

Electric reliability and environmental protection are both important to this 

country's future. The issues are related. For example, regulations that the EPA recently 

finalized or is now considering will affect the operation of some electric generation units. 

With sufficient information and time, the electric industry can plan to meet both its 

reliability and environmental obligations. 

Most notably, existing planning authorities with developed modeling capabilities 

have or could obtain all the necessary data and tools to analyze the potential local and 

regional reliability impacts stemming from those EPA regulations. Indeed, planning 
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authorities such as the PJM Regional Transmission Organization are already taking steps 

in that direction. Given these capabilities, these planning authorities provide the 

appropriate forums for addressing any potential local and regional impacts of these EPA 

regulations on electric reliability. However, for planning authorities to conduct these 

analyses, they will need early notice of retirements to accurately identify and address 

reliability issues. 

The Commission also has a role to play with respect to electric reliability. In 

general, the Commission has used its existing authority in the past to protect reliability. 

To this end, the Commission has overseen the establishment of mandatory and 

enforceable standards that protect the reliability of the Bulk-Power System. Looking 

forward, the Commission does and will, for example, review studies to determine the 

changes that occur due to changes in the mix and location of resources in a region, as 

well as planning-related proposals that account for implementation of these EPA 

regulations. The Commission also can and will share our staffs expertise with EPA 

when appropriate. Commission staff has had numerous consultations with EPA staff on 

issues related to these EPA regulations, including informal assessments that each has 

conducted. 

I will discuss more fully below staffs informal assessment of generator 

retirements and the reasons why it is inadequate to usc as a basis for decision making. 

More generally, however, it is important to recognize that, although the Commission is 

well-suited and able to perform its statutory duties, including those with respect to 

reliability, it docs not possess either the data or the models necessary to replace the 

industry's individual and collective planning processes in addressing the potential local 



31 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
02

1

3 

and regional impacts of the EPA regulations on electric reliability. 

Industry Can Plan to Meet its Reliability and Environmental Obligations 

As I have said before, available data indicates that the electric industry has added 

significant amounts of generating capacity when circumstances warranted. As a point of 

reference, EIA data shows that between 2000 and 2004, an annual average of38.74 GW 

of capacity was added nationally, with a peak addition of 58.06 GW in 2002. Similarly, 

the electric industry has the ability to plan for the EPA regulations, which will affect the 

operation of some electric generation units. In particular, existing planning authorities 

with developed modeling capabilities can analyze the potential local and regional 

reliability impacts stemming from these results. 

A number of factors would need to be taken into consideration in such an 

analysis. One such factor is generator retirements. Some information related to 

generator retirements is largely publicly available. This information includes information 

such as which plants currently have S02 controls, the age of each generating plant, and 

whether the plant owner had already announced plans to retire the plant. 

Much other information related to generator retirement is not publicly available. 

For example, detailed financial information regarding a generator unit owner's current 

status, access to capital, and the current market and contract positions of the facility 

would influence the generator's likcly business plan. Additionally, the extent of an 

entity's financial commitments to affected units, the percentage of the entity's fleet that is 

impacted, and any other large scalc projects or issues could affect decisions to retire or 

retrofit any given unit. 

Further, detailed physical information would be needed to perform an adequate 
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determination about whether a specific generator is likely to retire or not. Documents 

such as site maps or facility diagrams would be necessary to determine the size of the site 

on which the generation is located, thc ability of the site to accommodate new or 

additional equipment, site specific impediments to required equipment or construction, 

and the estimated cost of needed retrofits. Outage information, including the impact to 

the unit's availability or likelihood of equipment malfunction, also would be needed to 

perform an adequate assessment. Thus, generator retirements are business dccisions that 

are based in large part on non-public, proprietary information and models that the 

Commission does not possess. Utilities have been hesitant to provide this type of 

proprietary information to FERC because of concerns that FERC could not prevent its 

further release under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Analyzing the potential for gcnerator retirement alone cannot provide a sufficient 

basis for an assessment of the local and regional reliability impacts of the proposed EPA 

regulations. The analysis would also need to evaluate whether the generator's retirement 

would cause a reliability concern. Any assessment would need to analyze detailed 

reliability information and study such information as the generator unit's necessity to the 

connecting network to meet all reliability standards. Such an analysis must include all 

anticipated conditions considering such items as alternative network configurations and 

maintenance outage schedules of other elements in the Bulk-Power System network. To 

perform these types of analyses, generator specific retirement or retrofit information 

would need to be available as well as all of the limiting criteria of the reconfigured 

system. 

In addition, if the analysis showcd that the retirement might cause a reliability 
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concern, a reliability assessment would need to evaluate whether there are alternatives 

that might be available to offset any generator retirement; for example, whether a retiring 

generating unit could be retrofitted with a gas burner or a new generator could replace the 

retiring generator. The assessment would also need to evaluate whether demand response 

or energy efficiency could replace the capacity lost by retiring generation. There could 

also be new or planned generation or transmission that could mitigate a reliability 

standards violation. 

Existing planning authorities have developed modeling capabilities to analyze 

the potential local and regional reliability impacts of the proposed EPA regulations. They 

now have or could obtain all the necessary data to perform th is analysis. These processes 

use specific entity and regional information such as the many different configurations of 

the network, the flexibility and profile of the load pockets, the limiting reliability criteria 

of the affected systems, local and regional plans to alleviate constraints, and the 

deliverability of alternative resources. By contrast, this information is not typically 

needed when the Commission reviews and enforces reliability standards under Section 

215 of the Federal Power Act. 

For these reasons, the existing planning authorities provide the appropriate forums 

for addressing any potential impact of these EPA regulations on electric reliability. As I 

noted earlier, for planning authorities to conduct these analyses, they will need early 

notice of retirements to accurately identify and address reliability issues. 

The Commission's Role in Protecting Reliability 

The Commission also has a role to play with respect to electric reliability. Under 

Section 215 of the Federal Power Act, the Commission's role and responsibilities in 
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ensuring the Bulk-Power System operates reliably is to establish and enforce electric 

Reliability Standards developed by the Electric Reliability Organization (ERO), which is 

the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC). By law, Reliability 

Standards cannot include any requirement to enlarge Bulk-Power System facilities or to 

construct new transmission capacity or generation capacity. 16 U .S.c. § 8240(a)(3) 

(2006). Further, section 215(i) of the FPA states that section 215 "does not authorize the 

ERO or the Commission to order the construction of additional generation or 

transmission capacity or to set and enforce compliance with standards for adequacy or 

safety of electric facilities or services." 

In addition, the Commission has taken action pursuant to its ratemaking authority 

to require or allow utilities to operate when needed while meeting their environmental 

obligations. 

Looking forward, the Commission does and will review studies to determine the 

changes that occur due to a change in the mix and location of resources in a region. The 

Commission also does and will review planning-related proposals that account for 

implementation of these proposed EPA regulations. The Commission also can and will 

share our staffs expertise with EPA when appropriate. 

The ability to fulfill these statutory responsibilities, however, does not mean that 

the Commission is equipped or staffed to perform a comprehensive resource analysis and 

plan that would assess and address the potential local and regional electric reliability 

impacts of the proposed EPA regulations. I do not believe that developing such 

capability at the Commission is an efficient usc of government resources when, as 

discussed above, the electric industry through existing planning authorities ean conduct 
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such analysis. I also note that FERC does not have the authority to require the 

eonstruction or retirement of generation facilities. 

Commission Staff Informal Assessment 

7 

As noted above, Commission staff conducted an informal assessment of generator 

retirements. That informal assessment must be viewed in light of the factors that would 

need to be considered to perform an adequate assessment of the potential local and 

regional reliability impacts of these EPA regulations. Although staff provided an 

adequate back-of-the envelope first assessment of the amount and location of potential 

generator retirements, that infonnal assessment cannot be relied upon to determine 

specific effects on system reliability. Therefore, it is inadequate to use as a basis for 

decision making. 

Commission staffs informal assessment was based on information that was 

publicly available at the time it was conducted. For example, some generators had 

already announced that they would be retiring regardless of the outcome of the EPA 

regulations. However, as outlined above, much of the information necessary to perform 

an accurate assessment of generator retirements is not public. 

Staff also had to make numerous assumptions in performing its informal 

assessment. First, staff s informal assessment was performed before all the regulations 

were proposed and finalized. Therefore, staff had to make assumptions regarding what 

the proposed EPA regulations might require. These rules have since changed during the 

EPA rulemaking process and may continue to change. For example, similar to other 



36 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
02

6

national studies performed at the time, staffs informal assessment assumed that the 

steam generating units employing once-through cooling systems could be required to 

replace their cooling water systems with closed-loop cooling systems. However, EPA 

states that under its proposed rules. closed-loop cooling systems are not required of 

existing facilities and that "in meeting the impingement requirement that a limited 

number of fish be killed by a facility, the facility would determine which technology to 

employ to meet the impingement limit." 

Second, staff had to make assumptions in evaluating the susceptibility of 

individual generators to the proposed EPA regulations. In performing the informal 

assessment, Commission staff chose certain factors to consider, such as what generators 

had S02 controls, age of the plant. and whether the plant owner had already announced 

plans to retire the plant. Commission staff then decided to weight each factor. As these 

inputs to the informal assessment have changed, projected outcomes would necessarily 

change. 

8 

Depending on the scenario that was evaluated, that informal, preliminary 

assessment produced varying results, ranging from 40 GW to 81 GW in estimated 

retirements. It is true that the first iteration of the results showed 81 GW as likely or very 

likely to retire. However. as time passed and Commission staff gained more knowledge 

about what EPA was proposing and included actual announced plant rctirements, those 

numbers decreased. 

Finally, staffs preliminary assessment only evaluated potential generator 

retirements, it did not evaluate the potential local or regional reliability impacts those 

retirements might have. It also did not evaluate any alternatives that might be available 
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to the regions to offset any generator loss such as new or planned generation or 

transmission, retrofits of coal-to-gas burners, demand-side resources, or energy efficiency 

strategies. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, I believc that given enough information and time. the electric 

industry can plan to meet whatever EPA regulations become final. While the 

Commission has an important role to play in protecting electric reliability, it does not 

have the data and models necessary to replace the industry's individual and collective 

planning processes. Industry. using existing planning authorities that have already 

developed modeling capabilities, have or could get all the necessary data for such 

analysis. These planning authorities are already taking steps to account for 

implementation of these EPA regulations. Therefore, these planning authorities provide 

the appropriate forums for addressing any potential impact of the proposed EPA 

regulations. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
Mr. Moeller, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF PHILIP D. MOELLER 
Mr. MOELLER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member 

Rush, members of the committee. It is a pleasure to be here today. 
Thank you for inviting us to testify and your interest in this matter 
because it is of great importance to the Nation. 

At FERC, our statutory interest in this is primarily having to 
with bulk system electric reliability as that is the responsibility 
that you gave us in 2005 under Section 215 of the Federal Power 
Act but we also have an interest in policies that can affect rates 
because of our statutory direction there as well. 

I believe this Nation can retire a significant amount of existing 
generation. In fact, nearly all of our existing generation will be re-
tired and replaced within the next 40 years. The key questions are 
which plants are going to be retired, where are they and what is 
a manageable time frame in which to retire them. 

In retiring a significant amount of existing generation within a 
short period of time, though, does have cost impacts and so while 
there will be health benefits to closing certain plants, there are also 
consequences to rising electricity rates. 

Now, one common assumption is that many of these coal-fired 
plants, especially the baseload ones, will be replaced with new gen-
eration fueled by natural gas. But that assumption is based on the 
fact that we have new domestic supplies of natural gas, largely 
from shale deposits, that have been keeping prices in a moderate 
level, that appear to be a moderate level going out in the futures 
markets. But if there are legislative or regulatory efforts to restrict 
this new supply of gas, the price of shutting these coal plants will 
rise significantly, and in addition, the Nation’s natural gas pipeline 
network will need to be expanded to meet this increased demand 
to keep prices reasonable. At a minimum, this will take a few 
years. 

Now, the suite of proposed EPA rules and the timelines associ-
ated with each of these proposed rules impact different regions in 
different ways, and this adds to the complexity of developing solu-
tions. Although some regions do have excess generating capacity 
and can absorb retirement, the laws of physics dictate that ana-
lyzing the impact must be done on a granular level down to the 
specific load pockets that are affected. In my letter to Senator Mur-
kowski that I attached to my testimony, I provide a case study of 
the successful retirement of four plants in the Philadelphia area, 
but there were challenges and costs associated with those retire-
ments. 

Now, I have called for FERC to be more involved in analyzing 
the EPA rules from a reliability standpoint and a more open proc-
ess for public input. Given the dynamic nature of the rulemaking 
process, we can’t expect to have a perfect analysis of the impacts 
but we can make our best effort involving EPA, DOE, NERC, re-
gions. The State utility commissions would be essential. 

In addition, there have been some other ideas and some other 
measures that have been suggested to minimize the disruption to 
the electric sector. Clarifying the conflict between the Clean Air Act 
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and the Federal Power Act when reliability is at stake is one idea. 
Determining each agency’s statutory authorities for reliability con-
ditions is another, and requiring more advance notice of plant re-
tirements could be helpful. 

Again, I appreciate the chance to testify before you, your interest 
in this issue, and I look forward to answering any questions you 
may have. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Moeller follows:] 
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Summary of the Testimony of Commissioner Philip D. Moeller 
Before the U.S. House of Representatives 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

September 14,2011 

Two sets of consequences arise from the implementation of the EPA rules. 

One is economic and the other is reliability. On the economic front, the law of 

supply and demand means that removing any significant amount of generation 

from the nation's supply of generators will almost surely have price-raising 

consequences for electric consumers. This can benefit some generation OVvl1ers 

and be detrimental to others. 

With respect to reliability, I remain concerned that the timeline for electric 

utility planning and implementation is not compatible with the EPA timelines for 

its new regulations. Yet efforts to analyze the reliability and economic 

consequences ofthe EPA rules do not have to perfectly predict every consequence 

of such rules. Yet someone should convene the proper decision makers to begin a 

serious analysis of the rules. Perhaps such a process would include EPA, FERC, 

US DOE, NERC, and regional electric planners. 

Since FERC does not generally outsource its reliability obligations to 

NERC or the RTOs and 1SOs, I do not believe that we should outsource the 

reliability questions related to EPA regulations to NERC or the RTOs and 1SOs. 
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Testimony of Commissioner Philip D. Moeller 

Before the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Regarding the Impact of Regulations Proposed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

September 14,2011 

Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush, and members of the 

Subcommittee, thank you for the invitation to testifY on the subject of how 

regulations by the Environmental Protection Agency are expected to impact the 

reliability of electricity in this nation. As the people in San Diego and surrounding 

areas experienced last week, modern society cannot function in any useful way 

without a continuous and reliable supply of electricity. 

As today's hearing will likely demonstrate, EPA is considering a suite of 

rules that will-if implemented-affect the nation's electric generation fleet. 

These rules all have different implementation timelines and the ability of regulated 

entities to comply will differ as well. This has created a high degree of uncertainty 

in the electric generation sector as to whether specific units should be retired or 

retrofitted, and if so, when these decisions should be made. Despite this 

uncertainty, this nation can retirc a significant amount of older, fossil-based 

generation. However, such retirements need to be handled in an orderly way to 

avoid regulatory, cconomic, and reliability chaos. 
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As a Commissioner, I can be "fuel neutral" when it comes to assuring that 

our nation's wholesale electric rates are just and reasonable. But I cannot be 

neutral on the subject of reliability. As the rccent heat waves this summer showed, 

generation units that rarely run were essential to providing reliable electric service 

when the health, safety and economic livelihood of citizens was at stake. 

Two sets of consequences arise from the implementation of the EPA rules. 

One is economic and the other is rcliability. Although different, they are related. 

On the economic front, the law of supply and demand means that removing any 

significant amount of gcneration from the nation's supply of generators will 

almost surely have price-raising consequences for electric consumers. This can 

benefit some gcncration owners and bc dctrimental to others. And it is not 

FERC's rolc to dctermine whether the public hcalth benefits of elosing certain 

units outweigh the public health consequences of higher clectricity prices. But the 

fact that highcr prices can impact public health and safety needs to be 

acknowledged. 

Given the common underlying assumption that power plants fueled by 

natural gas can be built to replace retiring coal plants, the future availability of 

natural gas is critical to understanding the economic costs of new EPA regulations. 

Yet at this time, I am not aware that the EPA has clearly indicated that new 

sources of natural gas, such as fracking, will be available to help supply new needs 

for gas. Additionally, a lack of necessary pipeline capacity creatcs challenges to 

the extent that pipelines will need to be built or upgraded to provide adequate fuel. 

Page 2 of7 
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With respect to reliability, I remain concerned that the timeline for electric 

utility planning and implementation is not compatible with the EPA timelines for 

its new regulations. Constructing needed transmission assets in this nation is still 

a very challenging endeavor. Planning, cost-allocation, permitting, siting, and 

construction are often cxtremely difficult and controversial, often leading to years 

of litigation, delay and potentially stranded capital. 

Although several public reports indicate that certain regions of this nation 

should have adequate capacity even after a certain amount of coal plants are 

retircd, the laws of physics dictate that changing the generation mix has 

implications that are very specific to the location of customers ("load") and the 

generating plants that remain. I Smaller plants may not be needed so much for the 

amount of energy thcy provide but rather for the voltage support they provide at 

that specific location, especially during times of high demand (such as summer 

and winter peaks, when an adequate supply of electricity is critical to health and 

safety). Substituting othcr gcneration in a different location may not replace the 

benefits that a plant in that location delivers. 

For this reason, the debate over the amount of coal generation that should 

be retired may miss the larger point. Except for most hydroelectric facilities, our 

existing electric generation is very likely to be retired in this country within 40 

I For an example of the impact on reliability from the retirement of specific 
coal plants, see my attached letter of August 1, 20 II to Senator Murkowski on the 
rctircment ofthe Eddystone and Cromby coal units, at page 9. 

Page 3 on 
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years, to be gradually replaced with newer generating plants. As I have 

emphasized, instead of concentrating on how many coal plants to retire, the focus 

should be on the timing of when specific units are likely to retire and what needs 

to be done to allow them to retire with the least disruption to the nation. 

Such an effort to analyze the reliability and economic consequences ofthe 

EPA rules does not have to perfectly predict every consequence of such rules. Yet 

I feci that someone should convene the proper decision makers to begin a serious 

analysis of the rules. Perhaps such a process would include EPA, FERC, the 

Department of Energy, NERC, and regional electric planners. Rules requiring 

advance notice of plant shutdowns could be modified. Clarification of existing 

legal authority to address reliability challenges by all the affected entities seems 

helpful. Legislation clarifying the role of EPA and FERC in thc cvent of a conflict 

over air policy and electric reliability could also be helpful. 

At FERC, we hold hearings, conferences, and meetings that are open to the 

public on our various statutory obligations, and by my count, the Commission has 

held at least four public meetings on electric reliability within the past two years. 

In my opinion, FERC and its staff are committed to ensuring that the power grid 

improves its reliability, so that blackouts like the event last week in San Diego are 

less likely to happen again. 

Page 4 of7 
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When it comes to reliability, we do not outsource that tunctlOn to pnvate 

entities known as RTOs or ISOs,2 as those entities do not have the statutory 

authority of this Commission to ensurc reliability. Nor do we generally outsourcc 

our reliability obligations to thc North American Electric Reliability Corporation 

(NERC), as that would be inconsistent with the law. According to the law, FERC 

is obligated to review and approve the reliability standards ofNERC, and to 

consider, on its own motion or upon complaint, a proposed reliability standard to 

addrcss a specific matter. 

Since we do not outsourcc our reliability obligations to the RTOs and ISOs, 

1 do not believe that we should outsource the reliability questions rclatcd to EPA 

regulations to the RTOs and 1S0s. Such a delegation of our expertise would be 

unpreccdented, especially in light of the impacts that some, including FERC staft~ 

expcct from the EPA regulations. Nor do 1 believe that a private entity like NERC 

is the only organization capable of examining the vital issue of reliability. While 

NERC has experts from industry that can cxamine reliability issues, FERC is part 

of the federal government, and FERe has a statutory obligation to consider 

matters that could have an impact on the rcliability standards.3 

2 R TOs are Regional Transmission Organizations and IS0s are Independent 
System Operators organized under rules and policies established by PERC undcr 
its orders known as Order No. 888 and Order No. 2000. 

3 As stated under Section 215 of the Federal Power Act, the "Commission, 
upon its own motion or upon complaint, may order the Electric Reliability 
Organization [certified to be NERC) to submit to the Commission a proposed 
reliability standard or a modification to a reliability standard that addresses a 

Page 5 of7 
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While I agree that it would be impossible to know what all the final EPA 

rules will eventually require, and while I agree that it would be impossible to 

know with certainty which coal plants will shut down as a result of EPA 

regulations, I see a need for FERC to become further involved in the reliability 

implications of EPA actions. Specifically, I have said that "the federal 

government needs to convene an open and transparent process to assess the 

reliability implications of the EPA rules individually and in aggregate.,,4 I have 

also said, "at minimum, the Commission should direct its staff to use its expertise 

to perform an analysis of the EPA's rules that could impact reliability of electricity 

-and disclose that analysis for public comment-and then hold a technical 

conference tor public input.,,5 

The electric industry can plan to meet whatever EPA regulations become 

final. This nation has complied with EPA regulations in the past, and we can do it 

in the future, given enough time and information. Yet, that is the basic question 

that we face today: how much time and information will be needed by the public 

so that EPA regulations can be followed? 

specific matter ifthe Commission considers such a new or modified reliability 
standard appropriate to carry out this section." Ifretiring one or two coal plants 
could impact the ability of grid operators to comply with NERC standards, the 
simultaneous retirement of many coal plants nationwide would similarly be 
expected to impact NERC standards. 

4 See pages 10-11 of my letter to Senator Murkowski for my 
recommendations. 

5 Ibid. 

Page 6 of7 
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Given that many EPA regulations impacting the power grid are not yet 

final, I recognize that FERC cannot arrive at a perfect and complete understanding 

of how EPA proposals will impact reliability. But FERC continuously faces 

uncertainty about future conditions for the energy industry, and despite 

uncertainty, FERC acts using its best judgment and in consideration of the best 

available information. For example, this nation faces uncertainty about the threat 

facing the future power grid from future threats to cyber seeurity. Yet we act to 

avoid these threats today, despite not knowing what technology will be used in the 

future power grid, and despite not knowing when or if any particular cyber attack 

will come. In other words, not being absolutely certain of the future has never 

been a good argument in favor of stopping discussion about problems that could 

arise in the future. 

r have recommended an open process involving FERC, NERC and 

stakeholders to help reduce the possibility that we will have reliability problems as 

a result ofthe EP A-I do not expect that we could undertake a process that will 

result in a perfect understanding of which coal plants will retire. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. I look forward to working 

with you in the future and to answering any questions. 

Page 70f7 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20426 

The Honorable Lisa A. Murkowski 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Murkowski: 

Office of Commissioner Philip D. Moeller 

August 1, 2011 

Thank you for your continuing interest in our work at the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC). As described in your letter to me, I raised the 
issue of how actions of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) could impact 
the reliability of our nation's electric system at the Commission's September 201 0 
open meeting, and I have been deeply interested in how our staff has been 
communicating with both the public and within government on this issue of critical 
importance to our nation. Thus, I share your concern about ensuring that we 
maintain a reliable and affordable supply of electricity. 

Given these concerns, I have long-stated that I can be "fuel neutral" but I cannot 
be "reliability neutral". That is, I can be neutral as a regulator with regard to how 
competitive markets ultimately decide which types of power plants are most 
efficient and affordable, regardless of whether those power plants are fueled by 
water, natural gas, fuel oil, uranium, coal, wind, the sun, or any other fuel. But I 
cannot be neutral about the reliability of our electricity. 

The Federal Power Act provides this Commission with statutory responsibilities 
over certain reliability matters. For that reason, the Commission has engineering 
staff in its Office of Electric Reliability that is dedicated to the topic of electric 
reliability, and many other Offices at the Commission have engineering and 
technical staff with expertise on that topic. Thus, I believe that this Commission 
can play an important role in providing information to the EPA on the extent to 
which its proposed rules will have an impact on electric reliability. 

Given that you've sent similar letters to my fellow Commissioners, my answers 
could differ from their responses. Yet I think that should be expected, as we are 
individuals with potentially different views on this matter. 
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Thank you for asking these questions. Here are my answers: 

Question 1, With respect to the impact on electric reliability of the listed EPA 
rules affecting generation of electric power, please list and describe the 
Commission's actions taken; studies conducted; assistance provided to any other 
agency, including EPA; collaborative efforts with any other agency; and provision 
of data to any other agency. 

Answer: Conceming the impact of the listed EPA rules on electric reliability, the 
Commission has not acted or studied or provided assistance to any agency, 
including EPA. Because this answer may not be expected, I wish to clarify that 
the Commission acts mostly through orders in individual proceedings, although it 
sometimes issues reports, or holds conferences for the publiC, or acts in other 
ways. 

While the Commission itself may not have acted, individual Commissioners can 
express their opinions, as can the staff of the Commission. I have been informed 
that our staff has provided assistance to other federal agencies on this topic, and 
that the staff has been studying various impacts of EPA proposals on energy 
markets. Such assistance by staff is not binding upon the Commission, and can 
take place without the knowledge of all or some Commissioners. The 
relationship of the Commission to its staff is described in the Code of Federal 
Regulations, and includes the following: 

The Commission staff provides informal advice and assistance to 
the general public and to prospective applicants for licenses. 
certificates, and other Commission authorizations. Opinions 
expressed by the staff do not represent the official views of the 
Commission, but are designed to aid the public and facilitate the 
accomplishment of the Commission's functions. Inquiries may be 
directed to the chief of the appropriate office or division. 18 CFR 
Section 388.104(a). 

In addition. the Commission has "delegated authority" to several individuals on its 
staff. That delegated authority often extends only to matters that are unopposed 
or of a noncontroversial nature.1 

I See 18 CFR Section 375.301 (c); 18 CFR Section 375.303(b); 18 CFR 
Section 375.307(b); 18 CFR Section 375.308(x); 18 CFR Section 375.315(b). 
And for a general discussion of staffs relationship to Commission action, see, 
Obtaining Guidance on Regulatory Requirements, 123 FERC ~ 61,157. at PP 30-
34 (2008). 

Page 2 of 11 
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Question 2. Regarding collaborative efforts between FERC and EPA described 
above, has an Inter-Agency Task Force been established? If so, please state or 
provide: 

a. the date it was established; 
b. the source of its authority; 
c. a copy of its charter; 
d. a description of the scope of its work; 
e. a schedule of Its meetings, including a list of its meetings to date and 

any planned meetings; 
f. any minutes of its meetings; and 
g. a list of the agencies and agency officials participating. 

Answer: I do not believe that the meetings that have been held between staff in 
the Office of Electric Reliability and EPA constitute an Inter-Agency Task Force 
as described in the subparts of your question. 

Question 3. Please describe all work being jointly performed by FERC staff, 
including work done in collaboration with EPA - whether in connection with an 
Inter-Agency task force or otherwise - regarding the potential impact of EPA 
regulations on the retirement of electric generating units and, to the extent such 
information has been developed, the specific type and characteristics of units 
that may face retirement as a consequence of such regulations. 

Answer: Based upon the information that I received from staff in the 
Commission's Office of Electric Reliability (OER), staff has shared public 
information with EPA, provided information to EPA on the types of studies that 
would be needed to address reliability concerns, and provided EPA with a set of 
questions about EPA's analytical results so that staff could better understand an 
ICF model that was used by EPA. Staff in OER told me that they made an effort 
not to create an impression that the Commission either endorses or disagrees 
with the study performed by EPA. According to OER staff, EPA's reliability 
analysis has been limited to generation adequacy assessments for 2015. EPA's 
analysis is apparently limited to the expected retirements caused by two of its 
rulings (does not include coal residuals, green house, clean water, and others). 
According to the information that I received from Commission staff, they have 
pointed out to EPA that a reliability analysis should explore transmission flows on 
the grid, reactive power deficiencies related to closures, loss of frequency 
response, black start capability, local area constraints, and transmission 
deliverability. 

In addition, and also based upon the information that staff has told me, staff has 
indicated to EPA that the regional transmission planners would be best suited to 
run these studies. Commission staff has suggested that EPA interact with the 
ongoing initiatives at the grid operators known as "PJM" and "MISO" which are 
assessing the effect of projected retirements on their grids. Commission staff 

Page 3 of 11 
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informed me that they believe that EPA needs to interact with regional 
transmission planners to determine the issues that may affect the regional grids, 
especially during the transition period when plants are retired and others are shut 
down to retrofit their facilities. 

According to Commission staff, the ICF model used by EPA is a pipes and 
bubbles tool which assumes transmission deliverability is not an issue within the 
region. The ratings of the pipes (transfer limits) are apparently determined by 
consultants who analyze available transmission planning studies, historical 
OASIS postings and linear analysis. Based on the rating of the pipes, OER staff 
understands that the tool determines if firm transfers can be delivered from 
region to region as well as capacity additions needed to meet target reserVe 
margins. OER staff believes that the ICF model does not consider certain 
reliability issues. According to OER staff, the ICF model could provide a potential 
scenario of the generation mix available in future years. OER staff believes that 
a transmission requirements study would still be needed to develop a 
transmission expansion plan for the potential generation mix that may result from 
the ICF tool. 

Question 4. Please describe FERC's efforts to explain the effect of potential 
retirements on electric reliability. If research, data, or analysis has been 
developed by or supplied to FERC, please provide it. If no analysis has been 
conducted, please explain why. 

Answer: The Commission has not engaged in efforts to explain the effect of 
potential retirements on electric reliability. The Commission has not issued any 
reports, orders, held a conference, or taken any action on this matter. While the 
Commission itself has not taken action, individual Commissioners have 
expressed their opinions. In that regard, on May 3, 2011, I discussed this matter 
with Gina McCarthy, Assistant Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation, 
and some of her staff. On October 28,2009, at Chairman Wellinghoffs 
invitation, I participated in a meeting with EPA, White House, Department of 
Energy, and others at a meeting with the White House Council on Environmental 
Quality. 

While the Commission has not acted on this matter, the staff of the Commission 
has expressed its opinions. In response to why the Commission has not 
performed an "analysis·, I believe that the Commission should consider whether 
it should issue a report containing a formal Commission analysis. If the 
Commission decides against the issuance of an analysis, then at minimum, the 
Commission should direct its staff to use its expertise to perform an analysis of 
the EPA's rules that could impact reliability of electricity --- and disclose that 
analysis for public comment --- and then hold a technical conference for public 
input. 

Page 4 of 11 
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Question 5. Please describe fully FERC's powers to protect electric reliability in 
the event of plant retirements, and what measures FERC plans to take to ensure 
electric reliability or an explanation of why such measures have not been 
devised. Please provide the following assessments, or an explanation of why 
such assessments have not yet been devised: 

a. an assessment of generation adequacy in the face of retirements of 
significant generating units in transmission-constrained areas; 

b. an assessment of the effect of retirements of generating units in 
organized markets for energy and capacity (e.g. on prices and unit 
commitment); and, 

c. a general assessment of the capacity to permit and construct new 
electric generation units in a timely manner such that electric supplies 
form retired plants are replaced and anticipated demand growth is met. 

Answer: To the extent that measures to ensure reliability have not been devised 
by Commission staff, then the Commission should direct its staff to develop such 
plans and take such measures. Given the importance of electric reliability, such 
plans and measures should be developed in an open process with opportunity for 
input from the general public. 

Question 6. The Clean Air Transport Rule specifically lists ensuring electric 
reliability as a "key guiding principle." Please describe any research, 
documentation or analysis FERC has provided EPA for this rule. 

Answer: To my knowledge, the Commission has not provided EPA with any 
research, documentation, or analysis of the Clean Air Transport Rule. However, 
individual Commissioners or the Commission staff may have provided their own 
opinions to EPA. I believe that the Commission should consider whether it 
should direct its staff to issue a report to the Commission on the Clean Air 
Transport Rule. 

Question 7. Regarding the Commission's FY 2010 Performance and 
Accountability Report to Congress, quoted above, and the staff analysis of 
electric reliability impacts referenced in the quotation, please describe or provide: 

a. the study and all supporting materials including research; 
b. a list of any other agencies involved in the production of the study with 

information on their involvement 
c. actions FERC has taken or plans to take based on the study; and 
d. how and where the study has been made public, or why it has not 

been released 

Answer: I believe that the Chairman will describe staffs work on this topic when 
the Chairman sends his response to you. 

Page 5 of 11 
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Question 8. In your view, would compliance with EPA or other environmental 
regulations excuse a violation of FERC-approved electric reliability standards? If 
so, should the Commission refrain from imposing penalties for these violations? 

Answer: In my view, compliance with EPA or other environmental regulations 
would not necessarily excuse a violation of FERC-approved reliability standards. 
Every individual case should be addressed on its merits. For example, instead of 
excusing reliability standards, perhaps in some cases compliance with FERC­
approved reliability standards should excuse non-compliance with EPA 
regulations. As stated above, I can be "fuel neutral" but I cannot be "reliability 
neutral". 

Question 9. Please assess whether FERC has sufficient statutory authority to 
protect electric reliability in collaboration with other federal entities that are 
undertaking rulemakings. 

Answer: At this time, the Commission seems to have sufficient statutory 
authority to protect electric reliability against actions that might be taken by EPA -
-- given my assumption that EPA, if provided with accurate information, will take 
actions that appropriately balance the importance of reliable electric supply 
against its statutory obligations. To assist the EPA, this Commission already has 
authority to issue reports, hold conferences, and seek information from the public 
on the reliability impacts of contemplated EPA rules. In addition. this 
Commission can describe the reliability impacts of the actions contemplated by 
the EPA by making appropriate submissions in the various rulemakings that are 
in process at EPA. 

My views are shaped by the complexity and cost associated with shutting down a 
power plant --- and my concem that EPA be able to accurately model that 
process as part of its decision making. If a power plant is retired with 'inadequate 
notice. electricity can become less affordable and less reliable. Before a power 
plant is retired, the operator of the transmission grid must consider how to 
provide reliable electricity without that plant as part of the network. 

A numerical example shows how cost and reliability need to be considered when 
a power plant is retired. That is, the operator of the transmission network could 
determine that a power plant can be retired only after utilities invest $50 million 
into upgrading the transmission system. Since they are long-lived transmission 
assets, those $50 million in assets would be expected to be in-service for some 
fifty years, which means that they would cost customers roughly $1 million a year 
(ignoring interest and present value). But in the interim, the power plant owner 
would be entitled to recover its costs of remaining open even after it had decided 
to shut its plant down. That cost could be $50 million to customers for one year 
of service --- a cost that could have been avoided had the $50 million in 
transmission upgrades been in service. Thus, while the transmission upgrades 
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might only cost about $1 million each year for fifty years, the $50 million paid by 
consumers in one year to keep a plant open could make the retirement more 
costly than necessary. And this example doesn't even consider the cost of 
building a new power plant to replace the power that will be unavailable with the 
shut down. 

In addition to this example, please see my concluding thoughts below, where I 
describe the recent plans to close certain generating units in the Philadelphia 
area that are known as Cromby and Eddystone. 

Question 10. Is FERC or any other agency, to your knowledge, soliciting or 
relying upon advice or assistance from any entity established pursuant to the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act? 

Answer: No, not to my knowledge. 

Concluding Thoughts 

I greatly appreciate your decision to send me these questions. Not only have 
you raised the visibility of this important issue, but your inquiry has prompted the 
Commission staff to better inform me on this topic. 

• The Critical and Complex Role of Reliability 

The recent and enduring heat wave that simultaneously impacted a large portion 
of the population of the United States underscores the essential and life-saving 
importance of electric reliability. With economic weakness and closed factories 
throughout the nation, you might have expected the available power plants to 
easily handle the heat wave. Yet the operators of the power grid relied on all of 
their available resources, including coal plants that are expected to be shut down 
because of EPA decisions, in order to ensure the reliability of the grid and the 
health and safety of the public. 

My consistently expressed concern with EPA rulemakings has been the potential 
for a negative impact on reliability. I believe the system can absorb significant 
retirement of older coal-fired, oil-fired and natural gas-fired generation units. But 
it absolutely must be done in an orderly manner that does not impact our health 
and safety. 

• Timing of EPA Regulations and Utility Planning Horizons 

The timing of the EPA regulations does not conform to the relevant planning 
horizons in the electric sector of our economy, one of the most capital-intensive 
sectors of industry. Transmission lines and power plants are often planned over 
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a ten-year period, and in consideration of the long-lived nature of assets that are 
expected to be in service for more than forty years. Compounding this situation 
is the fact that the United States has several distinct wholesale markets for 
electricity, including different types of markets that are broadly categorized as 
bilateral markets (covering many western and southeastern states) and 
organized markets (including markets in Texas, California, and many Midwestern 
and eastern states). 

The rules for these electricity markets are not standardized. For reliability 
purposes, this exacerbates the challenge of conforming to EPA rules. Each 
region has different standards for planning for new power plants and 
transmission lines, and different standards for retiring an existing power plant. 
Thus, EPA and Commission staff must ensure that their analysis of reliability 
impacts is applicable in all regions of the nation, not just one or two. 

In addition, some of the organized markets hold auctions of electric capacity 
three years in advance of the time when such capacity is needed. These 
auctions are generally designed to ensure that adequate generating capacity will 
be built when it is needed three years in the future. Other markets are 
considering equivalent types of "forward" capacity markets for the same reasons. 
A three-year advance cycle of generation procurement does not align with the 
EPA rules, as bidders into these markets may not know whether they can submit 
bids for all of their power plants, or if some of their power plants will need to retire 
within the next three years because of EPA regulations. 

Prior to the most recent heat waves this summer, several studies concluded that 
the nation has enough excess capacity to absorb the retirement of surplus power 
plants. We should all be able to agree that surplus power plants can be retired if 
the remaining power plants are located where they can replace the power that 
will no longer be available. But looking at this issue from the perspective of the 
minimum number of power plants that is absolutely necessary doesn't answer 
the question of where power plants must be located. An older coal plant in a 
specific location may not provide a lot of energy to the grid, but it may be in a 
location with access to transmission lines or where its voltage support is critical 
for reliability. 

• The Cromby-Eddystone Example 

I have often cited the retirement of two electricity generating plants in the area 
surrounding Philadelphia as an example of how EPA air rules could impact the 
reliability of speCific pockets of electricity load. In December 2009, Exelon 
provided notice to PJM of its intent to deactivate the Cromby and Eddystone 
units --- four fossil-fired generating units located in Southeastern Pennsylvania, 
all of which had operated for more than fifty years. Cromby Unit No.1 is a 144 
MW coal-fired unit; Cromby Unit No.2 is a 201 MW peaking unit that is fueled by 
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gas or oil. Eddystone No.1 and No.2 are both coal-fired units with a capacity of 
279 MW and 309 MW, respectively. 

Upon receipt of Exelon's notice, PJM conducted a deactivation study and 
detennined that Cromby Unit No.2 and Eddystone Unit No.2 would be needed 
past their planned deactivation date to manage localized reliability issues 
pending completion of transmission system upgrades. Specifically, unless 18 
identified transmission upgrades totaling $44 million were constructed and placed 
into service, the study revealed that the retirement of these generating units 
could have an adverse effect on reliability. Some of these upgrades were placed 
in-service earlier this year and the last of these upgrades are expected to be 
completed by June 2012. 

As part of its obligation to ensure just and reasonable rates, the Comrnission 
conducted a proceeding that would detennine the amount of compensation that 
would allow Exelon to recover its costs if it decided to keep the units operational. 
In that proceeding, Exelon explained that in 2009, the two generating units 
realized negative pre-tax cash flow of approximately $28 million when selling 
capacity, energy, and ancillary services at market rates. Exelon antiCipated that 
future cash flows would be significantly negative because the units would require 
costly project investment to maintain their operability and because their dispatch 
would be limited due to environmental restrictions. Moreover, the generating 
units failed to clear in their regional capacity auctions, demonstrating that 
Exelon's costs to operate the units as capacity resources exceed the market 
price for capacity. 

The proceeding settled prior to a fonnal hearing and the Commission ruled that 
the generating units could collectively charge customers about $82 million to 
continue operating before the transmission upgrades entered service.2 The 
financial implications of at least this situation are clear: in order to retire these 
units, customers will pay at least $44 million for transmission upgrades, to be 
collected over the next forty to fifty years, and customers will also pay some $82 
million to Exelon so that the power plants will be available for about a year, to be 
collected over the next year or so. 

2 As provided in the settlement, Eddystone Unit No.2 received a twelve­
month contract tenn, and Cromby Unit No.2 received a seven-month tenn. If the 
transmission upgrades do not enter service on the expected date, the settlement 
provides for Exelon with an opportunity for additional compensation. See 
application of Exelon Corp. in FERC Docket No. ER1 0-1418, and COn'lmission 
orders issued on September 16, 2010 and May 27,2011: Exelon Generation Co., 
LLC, 132 FERC ~ 61 ,219 (2010) and Exelon Generation Co., LLC, 135 FERC ~ 
61,190 (2011). 
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• Better Data on Unit Retirements Now Available 

The uncertainty over proposed EPA rules has a/ready impacted capacity 
markets. As described briefly above, some capacity auctions are held three 
years in advance. In PJM, the most recent (2011) forward capacity auction for 
2014/2015 revealed that an increasing amount of generation from coal-fired 
plants is at risk of retirement; as 14% less capacity from coal plants cleared the 
auction when compared to the 2010 auction. PJM predicts that this trend of coal­
fired generation retirements will continue into 2012 for its 2015/2016 auction. 

PJM's RTO-wide capacity price for 2014/2015 substantially increased by 354 
percent from the prior year's auction results. Increased prices in the PJM-West 
region showed much less price separation than in prior years from the PJM-East 
region. The rise in PJM-West capacity prices reflects the fact that, due to 
economic weakness, there are now fewer transmission constraints and 
congestion on the grid, which in turn allows for more affOrdable power to flow 
from west to east. 

• Recommendations 

Not only do I suggest that you and your Committee continue to follow and 
examine this issue, I respectfully offer several recommendations. 

In speaking with reliability experts, one consistent recommendation is that the 
EPA needs to be involved in regional market stakeholder meetings where system 
planning is undertaken. Only then can EPA fully appreciate the location-specific 
impacts of its actions. I have heard from our Office of Reliability that EPA has 
not been involved to date. 

In addition, I believe the federal government needs to convene an open and 
transparent process to assess the reliability implications of the EPA rules 
individually and in aggregate. EPA seems a natural choice, given that their rules 
would be the topiC of the process. The Commission may also be a natural 
choice, given our responsibility for electric reliability. Regardless of which part of 
government convenes this open and transparent process, I would recommend 
that the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) be a major 
partiCipant in any such process. Given the time constraints imposed by the 
courts on EPA, perhaps this process should have been initiated long ago. In any 
event, the feasibility of any court-imposed timeline is, at a minimum, worthy of 
consideration by Congress. 

My answers to your questions also contain several recommendations. In 
response to question 4, I said that the Commission should consider whether it 
should issue a report containing a formal Commission analysiS of potential 
retirements on electric reliability. If the Commission decides against the issuance 
of an analysis, then at minimum, the Commission should direct its staff to use its 
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expertise to perform an analysis of the EPA's rules that could impact reliability of 
electricity --- and disclose that analysis for public comment --- and then hold a 
technical conference for public input. 

And in response to question 5, I said that to the extent that measures to ensure 
reliability have not been devised by Commission staff, then the Commission 
should direct its staff to develop such plans and take such measures. Given the 
importance of electric reliability, such plans and measures should be developed 
in an open process with opportunity for input from the general public. 

In response to question 6, I said that the Commission should consider whether it 
should direct its staff to issue a report to the Commission on the Clean Air 
Transport Rule . 

• Documents 

I am not providing documents responsive to this request at this time, as I will first 
have my personal staff review the documents that Commission staff is providing 
to you. If after that review I discover that I have additional documents in my 
possession that I believe are responsive, I will provide them to you. 

• Conclusion 

Finally, the impact of retiring power plants can be cushioned by making it easier 
to build the transmission lines that are needed to move power to customers. By 
building needed transmission, we can maintain the reliability of our nation's 
transmission network, while simultaneously improving consumer access to lower­
cost power generation. Plus, a well-designed transmission network can allow 
efficient and cost-effective renewable resources to compete on an equal basis 
with traditional sources of power. I am always willing to express my thoughts on 
legislative changes that could ease the difficult process of building transmission. 

I have no doubt that this nation is capable of retiring a substantial proportion of 
older and less efficient power plants that produce a disproportionate amount of 
air emissions. Nor do I doubt that power plants which emit too many pollutants 
should be eventually retired. But these retirements must be done in an orderly 
manner that does not threaten the reliability of electricity, which in turn affects our 
public health and safety. 

Sincerely. 

(}. 1 )(w~~~ Phil~oeller 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. Moeller. 
Mr. Spitzer, you are recognized. 

STATEMENT OF MARC SPITZER 
Mr. SPITZER. My name is Marc Spitzer and I am a member of 

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. I thank you for the op-
portunity to appear before you today to discuss my views on the po-
tential impacts of the Environmental Protection Agency’s new and 
proposed power sector regulations on electricity reimbursement. 

In the Energy Policy Act of 2005, Congress assigned FERC au-
thority with respect to the reliability of the bulk power system. I 
remain committed, as do each of my colleagues, to ensuring the re-
liable operation of our Nation’s electric grid. Reliable service of 
electricity is essential to the health, welfare and safety of the 
American people and necessary to serve our economy. However, I 
recognize that environmental protection laws and regulations are 
important to the well-being of our Nation as well. The United 
States has superb records in both environmental protection and 
electric reliability. 

The issue before us today is how to best address the potential im-
pacts of the EPA’s new and proposed power sector regulations on 
the reliability of the Nation’s bulk power system. I have several 
suggestions regarding the concerns raised. 

First, FERC and the EPA need to be proactive to ensure reli-
ability concerns are considered and addressed in any analysis by 
the EPA of its environmental regulations affecting utilities. To this 
end, I recommend that FERC and EPA continue their dialog but 
in a more formalized and expansion fashion. Given the potential 
impacts of EPA’s proposed rules on the bulk power system, such co-
ordination is critical to ensuring that EPA does not enforce its 
rules in a vacuum. 

Second, the electric industry recognizes its obligation to comply 
with both environmental regulations as well as FERC-approved re-
liability standards and to plan their systems to reliably serve cus-
tomers while complying with environmental requirements. It is the 
regulated entity, whether an individual utility or an independent 
system operator regional transmission organization, with better 
knowledge of its operations, needs and requirements that is in the 
best position to determine through its planning process how it will 
meet the various regulatory requirements that it faces. Decisions 
as to whether a unit is retired or retrofitted are typically made at 
the local or State level and State utility regulators generally play 
a significant role in resource adequacy decisions as well as compli-
ance with EPA’s proposed regulations. My concern is that regulated 
entities must have adequate time to plan their systems to comply 
with the rules that the EPA promulgates and with the FERC-ap-
proved reliability standards. Inadequate time to comply with the 
EPA’s proposed regulations may result in users, owners and oper-
ations of the bulk power system being compelled by their govern-
ment to choose between compliance with environmental laws or 
with FERC-approved reliability standards and then a face a pen-
alty from one of these agencies. Regulated entities should not be 
put in a position of having to elect which agency’s penalty they 
would rather face. Requiring public utilities to make such a Hob-
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son’s choice does not serve consumers and frankly is not good gov-
ernment. 

As an example of one way to address this timing concern, in com-
ments to the EPA certain of the ISO/RTOs propose a reliability 
safety valve that would permit a case-specific extension of time for 
compliance by a retiring generator needed to implement reliability 
solutions to replace the resource. I suspect it will be a rare situa-
tion when a regulated entity finds itself after having adequate time 
for planning in a position of having to choose between compliance 
with one regulator’s rules over another’s. It should be the duty of 
the regulators to work together and with the regulated entity to 
find a resolution that best assures reliable operation of the electric 
grid and compliance with environmental standards without viola-
tion of either regulator’s rules. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the opportunity to provide my 
views on these important matters and I would be pleased to answer 
your questions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Spitzer follows:] 
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Summary of Testimony of Marc Spitzer, Commissioner 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Of the Committee on Energy and Commerce 

United States House of Representatives 

September 14, 20 II 

Thank you for thc opportunity to appear before you today to discuss my views on 

the potential impacts of the Environmental Protcction Agency's (EPA) new and proposed 

power sector regulations on electric reliability. 

First, the Fcderal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the EPA need to 

be proactive to ensure reliability concerns arc considered and addressed in any analysis 

by the EPA of its environmental regulations affccting utilities. I rccommend that FERC 

and the EPA continue their dialogue but in a more formalized and expansive fashion. 

Sccond, it is the regulated entity (whether an individual utility or an Independent 

System Opcrator/Regional Transmission Organization), with better knowledge of its 

operations, nceds and requirements, that is in the best position to determine through its 

planning process how it will meet the various regulatory rcquirements it faces. 

Third, regulated cntities must have adequate time to plan thcir systems to comply 

with the rules that the EPA promulgates and the FERC-approvcd reliability standards. 
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Testimony of Marc Spitzer, Commissioner 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Of the Committee on Energy and Commerce 

United States House of Representatives 

September 14,2011 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Rush, and members of the Subcommittee: 

My name is Marc Spitzer, and I am a member of the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC or Commission). I thank you for the opportunity to appear before 

you today to discuss my views on the potential impacts of the Environmental Protection 

Agency's (EPA) new and proposed power sector regulations on electric reliability. 

In the Energy Policy Act of2005, Congress assigned to FERC authority with 

respect to the reliability of the bulk-power system. I remain committed, as do each of my 

colleagues, to ensuring the reliable operation of our Nation's electric grid. Reliable 

service of electricity is essential to the health, welfare and safety of the American people 

and necessary to serve our economy. However, I recognize that environmental protection 

laws and regulations are important to the well-being of our Nation as well. The United 

States has superb records in both environmental protection and electric reliability. 

The issue before us today is how to best address the potential impacts of the 

EPA's new and proposed power sector regulations on the reliability of the Nation's bulk­

power system. I have several suggestions regarding the concerns raised. First, FERC 

and the EPA need to be proactive to ensure reliability concerns are considered and 

addressed in any analysis by the EPA of its environmental regulations affecting utilities. 
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To this end, I recommend that FERC and the EPA continue their dialogue but in a more 

formalized and expansive fashion. Given the potential impacts of the EPA's proposed 

rules on the bulk-power system, such coordination is critical to ensuring that EPA does 

not enforce its rules in a vacuum. 

Second, the electric industry recognizes its obligation to comply with both 

environmental regulations and FERC-approved reliability standards and to plan their 

systems to reliably serve consumers while complying with environmental requirements. 

It is the regulated entity (whether an individual utility or an Independent System 

Operator/Regional Transmission Organization (lSO/RTO)), with better knowledge of its 

operations, needs and requirements, that is in the best position to determine through its 

planning process how it will meet the various regulatory requirements it faces. Decisions 

as to whether a unit is retired or retrofitted are typically made at the local or state level 

and state utility regulators generally playa significant role in resource adequacy decisions 

as well as compliance with the EPA's proposed regulations. 

My concern is that regulated entities must have adequate time to plan their 

systems to comply with the rules that the EPA promulgates and with the FERC-approved 

reliability standards. Inadequate time to comply with the EPA's proposed regulations 

may result in the users, owners and operators of the bulk-power system being compelled 

by their government to choose between compliance with environmental laws or with 

FERC-approved reliability standards, and then face a penalty from one of the agencies. 

Regulated entities should not be put in the position of having to elect which agency's 

penalty they would rather face. Requiring public utilities to make such a Hobson's 

choice does not serve consumers and, frankly, is not good government. As an example of 

2 
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one way to address this timing concern, in comments to the EPA, certain of the 

ISOs/RTOs propose a "reliability safety valve" that would permit a case-specific 

extension of time for compliance by a retiring generator needed to implement reliability 

solutions to replace the resource. 

I suspect it will be the rare situation when a regulated entity finds itself, after 

having adequate time for planning, in a position of having to choose between compliance 

with one regulator's rules over another's. It should be the duty of the regulators to work 

together, and with the regulated entity, to find a resolution that best assures reliable 

operation of the electric grid and compliance with environmental standards without 

violation of either regulator's rules. 

I thank you for this opportunity to provide my views on these important matters. 

am pleased to answer your questions. 

3 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. Spitzer. 
Mr. Norris, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF JOHN R. NORRIS 

Mr. NORRIS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Representative Rush and 
members of the subcommittee for inviting me here today. My name 
is John Norris and I am a commissioner with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 

As I stated in my written testimony submitted for today’s hear-
ing, I am sufficiently satisfied that the reliability of the electric 
grid can be adequately maintained as compliance with EPA’s regu-
lations is achieved. 

Why do I say ‘‘sufficiently’’? Because, frankly, I don’t think we 
can ever be totally satisfied. Situations occur every day that impact 
the reliability of the electric grid. I believe the key is to be vigilant 
in protecting the grid from a myriad of vulnerabilities while being 
cognizant of the costs, while maintaining a reliable grid, and being 
able to promptly address new and emerging threats to reliability. 

Nearly every decision involving reliability involves choices, 
choices between competing variables like cost, like level of reli-
ability, environmental protections and more. The situation we face 
with the EPA rules is no different. That is why we have tools de-
veloped for meeting reliability and electricity supply challenges. So 
my colleagues have already cited the tool that you gave us with 
EPACT 2005 with the tools regarding reliability standards and the 
enforcement and penalty provisions that we have to oversee those 
standards with reliability. That is a tool we have going forward to 
address reliability concerns. 

FERC has other places in place as does the DOE, as does the 
EPA and even the President to deal with reliability concerns going 
forward. Specifically under our jurisdiction at FERC, there are 
markets in place under our jurisdiction to provide market signals 
to the upcoming rules and costs associated with them can produce 
the most effective solutions to meet the resource needs for imple-
menting these rules. These markets have fostered the development 
of new capacity resources, demand-side resources, new technologies 
like energy storage and more that currently are meeting our needs 
and will in the future. I have confidence these same markets will 
enable us to address the resource needs as a result of the EPA 
rules. That is not say there will not be challenges, and we may 
need to adopt new market rules to deal with situations that arise 
for specifically addressing the impact of these EPA rules but that 
is not new or a reason to delay the rules. The transmission plan-
ning regions and processes under FERC’s jurisdiction that we have 
established with Rule 890, Order 890, and recent Order 1000 have 
put in place tools needed for transmission planning so that re-
sources are there to address these types of challenges. 

There have been numerous studies conducted regarding the im-
pact of the EPA rules and the impact they have on resource ade-
quacy and reliability. The biggest takeaway I have from these stud-
ies is there is a wide range of potential outcomes and a wide range 
that is driven by many different scenarios the studies have studied 
for the many possible rules EPA may determine or may make final. 
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But all of these studies reached the conclusion that there will 
adequate resources available. The challenge is, how do we make 
sure we apply the tools we have which we do every day in address-
ing reliability? These studies also revealed there area number of 
factors outside the EPA rules that are changing the makeup of our 
electric generation today largely driven by the market and largely 
driven by low natural gas prices as multiple studies have indicated. 
There is a transition occurring. We have a tremendous amount of 
our generation fleet today. Unfortunately, I would like to say un-
like you and I, we can handle being members of AARP but I am 
not sure our electric fleet should be. We have an opportunity in 
this country to make a more efficient electric generation fleet to 
serve our needs going forward. This just presents another challenge 
of how we change that fleet out but it is happening right today ir-
respective of these EPA rules. With a marketplace as we have in 
place to make this transition most efficiently than what is already 
happening in the marketplace with natural gas and the change out 
of our generation, this is an opportunity to address health concerns 
and make our energy system more efficient for a more efficient 
economy in the future. We should not shy away from it. I don’t 
think another study about potential outcomes or different scenarios 
will add to our ability to address reliability. We have tools in place 
today that if we use those tools, we continue to be diligent, we will 
be able to accommodate the impact of these EPA regulations. 

So thank you for the opportunity to share with you today. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Norris follows:] 
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Based on the information I have reviewed to date on EPA's regulations, I am sufficiently 

satisfied that the reliability of the electric grid can be adequately maintained as compliance with 

EPA's regulations is achieved. 

I base my beliefs on a number of studies and other analyses that have been performed by 

a wide variety of entities, and the presence of tools available for addressing any issues that might 

arise as these rules are implemented. These studies and analyses, when viewed in conjunction 

with the available tools, reveal a path forward to addressing compliance with these rules while 

maintaining grid reliability. 

FERC has two major sets of tools within our jurisdiction that enable us to help ensure 

reliability is not jeopardized as EPA's regulations are implemented. The first is our regulation of 

the competitive wholesale power markets. Providing certainty by finalizing the EPA 

requirements for generation resources will be key to ensuring that the market can respond. The 

second set of tools is the local and regional planning processes created under FERC Order No. 

890, and the additional planning requirements now being developed to comply with recently 

issued FERC Order No. 1000. 

The low projected price of natural gas represents an opportunity to transition from older, 

less efficient generation to newer, cleaner and more efficient generation in a reasonable manner. 

I consider the upgrading of our electric generation fleet to a higher level of efficiency as a 

positive economic outcome, in addition to the health benefits associated with the environmental 

outcomes from the EPA regulations. 

With the information and the tools we have to mitigate potential reliability concerns, I 

have no reason to believe the EPA's regulations cannot be addressed to ensure reliability. 
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Testimony of Commissioner John R. Norris 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Of the Committee on Energy and Commerce 

United States House of Representatives 
September 14, 2011 

Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush, and Members of the Subcommittee: 

Thank you for inviting me to testify today regarding the impacts of the 

Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) new and proposed power sector regulations 

on electric reliability. 

My testimony is essentially an answer to question number 14 of the questions to 

which you requested my response. I view that question to be at the heart of why you 

asked me here today. The question is, "Are you fully satisfied that EPA's finalized, 

proposed, and anticipated power sector regulations will not adversely affect the reliability 

of the electric grid?" 

In short, based on the information I have reviewed to date on EPA's regulations, I 

am sufficiently satisfied that the reliability of the electric grid can be adequately 

maintained as compliance with EPA's regulations is achieved. 

I should begin with two important overarching points that are reflected in my 

testimony and answers to your written questions. First, I believe a reliable electric grid is 

extremely important to our economy and the safety of our citizens. In reliability, like 

many other clements of our electric power system, there is an intersection of physics, 

economics, policy, law and other factors. For that reason, I do not believe that we can 
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ever claim 100 percent satisfaction that thc marketplace, laws, regulations, and othcr 

variablc factors affecting the private and public entitics engaged in our electric system 

will not at some time impact the reliability ofthc clectric grid. I take very scriously my 

responsibility to oversee and protect thc reliability of our electric grid, but nearly every 

decision involves choices between competing variables like cost, Icvel of reliability, 

environmental protection, and other factors. There is not a single answer, so I strive to 

balance the many factors to achicve a sufficicnt level of reliability. Therc are too many 

variables, however, to expect that lawmakers, regulators or industry can guarantee future 

outcomes. The key is having thc appropriate tools available so we are prepared to deal 

with the myriad of situations that might occur. 

Second, I believe the medical research and underlying science overwhclmingly 

substantiate that thc emissions and effluents the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act 

require the EPA to regulate have had and will continue to have harmful and costly 

impacts on the health of Americans, particularly the most vulnerable in our society, our 

children, elderly and those in poverty. It is important to remember that the proposed and 

final regulations that EPA is working toward are an effort by the agency to satisfy the 

requirements of these two statutes in the face of court orders requiring the agency to act 

expcditiously to uphold the law. 

Turning to EPA's rules, I believe that the EPA has adequately addressed reliability 

concerns and its statutory obligations with the rules established to date and I have no 

reason to believe that it cannot continue to do so as it finalizes proposed rules. I base my 

2 
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beliefs first on the extensive analyses that have already been provided to date and are 

continuing to be performed by a wide variety of entities. There have been numerous 

studies by multiple entities that attempt to assess the reliability impact of EPA's proposed 

and final regulations. In my response to question 14, T have referred to or included seven 

publically-availablc assessments and analyses that T have found the most informative for 

reaching my conclusions. These studies have yielded a wide range of predictions or 

potential outcomes, due in large part to the ditTering assumptions they employ regarding 

the ultimate requirements EPA might adopt, the costs of compliance, and the relative 

economics of different types of generation. While the results of these studies do vary 

greatly, T have found none of them unreasonable, and none of them raise broad reliability 

concerns. 

With these extensive macro level analyses already completed or ongoing, and 

given that T do not view them as revealing broad resource adequacy concerns, I believe 

the best course is for EPA to continue its work to tinalize rules that it believes are both 

technically and economically achievable and adequately protective of public health. The 

Commission's best role is to utilize its tools and authorities to help manage the 

implementation of the EPA rules in the most efficient way possible. There are several 

tools available to help manage any reliability issues that might arise during compliance. 

The availability of these tools, when viewed in conjunction with the results of the macro 

level studies already produced, reveal a path forward to addressing compliance with these 

rules and allow us to guard against worst case scenarios. 

3 
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For our part, FERC has two major sets of tools within our jurisdiction that enable 

us to help ensure reliability is not jeopardized as these regulations are implemented. The 

t1rst is our regulation of the competitive wholesale power markets. Competition in the 

marketplace to meet future resource adequacy needs for maintaining grid reliability and 

adequate power supplies exists today at a level that gives me confidence in the 

marketplace as our first and best way to address the changes that will occur. These 

markets have fostered the development of new capacity resources, the development of 

demand side resources, and the emergence of technologies like electric storage to name a 

few. These market results, and our continuing oversight of those markets and the rules 

governing them, give me confidence in market solutions to most efficiently address the 

challenges presented by EPA's new regulations. To the extent changes to some market 

rules are needed as EPA's regulations are implemented, the Commission can quickly 

respond to such needs. 

Second, the local and regional planning processes created under FERC Order No. 

890, and the additional planning requirements now being developed to comply with 

FERC Order No. 1000, provide further tools to help address the challenges we may face 

to maintain reliability. Those processes provide a forum for stakeholders ~ industry, state 

commissions, and consumers alike to consider both transmission and non-transmission 

solutions to ensure that the grid continues to meet reliability standards. Once EPA's 

regulations are finalized and generation owners are able to make their own decisions 

about the continued economic viability of their plants, these planning processes will be an 

4 
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important tool [or addressing specific reliability impacts that may result from specif1c 

generator retirements. 

To be sure, it is possible that individual generation unit rctirements may reveal 

specific local reliability issues that need to be addressed. Thc tools within FERC' s 

jurisdiction that I note above provide opportunities to address these issues. However, 

thcrc may be specific instances where compliance flexibility is necessary to ensure that 

local reliability is maintained. EPA has strongly indicated that clectric reliability is an 

important consideration, and I have no reason to believc that they will not provide 

targctcd compliance flexibility where needed to maintain reliability. 

I would also add that it should come as no surprise that the many coal and oil 

generation facilitics at issue in this discussion were likely to be retired in the near future 

regardless of EPA's current rulemakings. The Congressional Rcscarch Service notes that 

"[m]any o[these plants are incf11cient and are being replaced by more cfficient combined 

cyclc natural gas plants. a developmcnt likely to be encouragcd if the price of compcting 

fucl natural gas continues to be low, almost regardless o[ EPA rules".l It is evident 

that low natural gas prices are presently sending a strong market signal to retire many of 

these facilities. Price competition from natural gas as a fuel source is driving retiremcnt 

o[ coal plants even in the absenee of environmental regulations. In addition, the 

projcction of low natural gas prices for the foreseeable future means we have an 

I Congressional Research Service, "EPA's Regulation of Coal-Fired Power: Is a 
'Train Wreck' Coming?", Summary (August 8, 2011). 

5 
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opportunity to now transition from older, less efficient generation to newer, cleaner and 

more efficient generation at a cost to society much lower than it would be otherwise. I 

consider the upgrading of our electric generation fleet to a higher level of efficiency as a 

positive economic outcome, in addition to the health benefits associated with the 

environmental outcomes from the EPA regulations. 

The most common request I hear from regulated entities is the need for ccrtainty in 

regulations so businesses can make the most efficient decisions for investment in what is 

a capital intensive industry. A significant percentage of existing assets in the electric 

utility industry are over 40 years old, but with uncertainty in future environmental 

requirements, it is difficult to make decisions regarding when to retire those assets and 

what to replace them with. Delaying the implementation of EPA regulations to 

implement the Congressionally-mandated requirements of the Clean Air Act and Clean 

Water Act will only increase the level of uncertainty already existing in the electric 

generation sector. One more national study by FERC or any other entity is not going to 

provide any more certainty or information than we already have from the studies, 

comments and analyses that have already been produced in EPA's rule making process. 

Providing certainty regarding the environmental requirements that generation 

resources will be required to meet will be key to ensuring that the market can respond. 

Historical data suggests that when called upon, the electric utility industry can bring 

significant amounts of new generation capacity online when conditions warrant. As the 

Congressional Research Service notes, from 2000 to 2003, over 200 GW of new 

6 
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generation capacity was added, "far more than any of the analyses suggest will be needed 

in the 2011-2017 timeframe"? My experience in Iowa also suggests to me that with 

regulatory certainty, industry will meet the challenge. After advanced ratemaking 

principles were established by lawmakers and regulators to reduce regulatory uncertainty 

associated with investing in new generation capacity, the state's utilities responded, 

constructing signif1cant new in-state resources. 

Thus, with the information we have in hand and the tools available to mitigate 

any potential reliability concerns, I believe we can manage the integration of these new 

environmental requirements into the power system while maintaining a reliable electric 

grid. 

2 Congressional Research Service, "EPA's Regulation of Coal-Fired Power: Is a 
'Train Wreck' Coming?" at 34 (August 8, 2011). 

7 
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EPA's Regulation of CoalwFired Power: Is a lI'I'rain Wreck" Coming? 

Summary 

Given the central role of electric power in the nation's economy, and the importance of coal in 
power production, concerns have been raised recently about the cost and potential impact of 
regulations under development at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that would impose 
new requirements on coal-fired power plants. Six of the rules, which have drawn much of the 
recent attention, are Clean Air Act regulations. Two others are Clean Water Act rules, and one is a 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act rule. The majority are expected to be promulgated over 
the next J 8 months. All together, these rules have been characterized by critics as a regulatory 
"train wreck" that would impose excessive costs and lead to plant retirements that could threaten 
the adequacy of electricity capacity (i.e., reliability of supply) across the country, especially from 
now through 20 J 7. 

Although some question why EPA is undertaking so many regulatory actions in such a short time­
frame, supporters of the regulations assert that it is decades of regulatory delays and court 
decisions that have led to this point, resulting in part from special consideration given electric 
utilities by Congress under several statutes. Further, several of the current regulatory 
developments have been under consideration for a decade or longer, or are being reevaluated after 
an earlier action was vacated or remanded to EPA by the courts. The regulations are supported by 
proponents and EPA as having substantial benefits for public health and the environment. 

Recent reports by industry trade associations and others have discussed potential harm of EPA's 
prospective regulations to U.S. electricity generating capacity, with emphasis on coal-tired 
generation. One of these reports, by the Edison Electric Institute, which represents investor­
owned utilities, has attracted considerable attention by depicting a timeline in which multiple 
rules would take effect more or less simultaneously over the next five years. Congress has shown 
significant interest in these issues, and bills have been introduced that would de-fund or restrict 
EPA's ability to develop rules, and which would legislate new regulatory analytic requirements. 
Tbis report describes nine rules in seven categories that are at the core of recent critical analyses, 
with background on the rule and its requirements and, where possible, a discussion of the rule's 
potential costs and benefits. 

The EEl and other analyses discussed here generally predate EPA's actual proposals and reflect 
assumptions about stringency and timing (especially for implementation) that differ significantly 
from what EPA actlially may propose or has promulgated. Some of the rules are expected to be 
expensive; costs of others are likely to be moderate or limited, or they are unknown at this point 
because a rule has not yet been proposed. Rules when actually proposed or issued may weI! differ 
enough that a plant operator's decision about investing in pollution controls or facility retirement 
will look entirely different from what these analyses project. Further, promulgation of standards is 
not the end of the road: court challenges are likely, potentially delaying implementation for years, 
and even when tinal, EPA rules must be adopted by states and implemented over time through 
state-issued permits. 

The primary impacts of many of the rules will largely be on coal-fired plants more than 40 years 
old that have not, until now, installed state-of-the-art pollution controls. Many of these plants are 
inefficient and are being replaced by more efficient combined cycle natural gas plants, a 
development likely to be encouraged if the price of competing fuel-natural gas-continues to be 
low, almost regardless of EPA rules. 

Congressional Research Service 
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EPA's Regulation ofCoal~Fired Power: Is a "l'rain Wreck" Coming? 
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EPA's Regulation of Coal-Fired Power: Is a "Trai1t Wreck" Coming? 

Introduction 

Given the central role of electric power in the nation's economy, and the importance of coal in 
power production, concerns have been raised about the cost and potential impact of numerous 
regulatory actions that would impose new requirements on coal-fired power plants. In the summer 
of2010, for example, the Edison Electric Institute (EEl), which represents the nation's investor­
owned electric utilities, prepared a chart, "Possible Timeline for Environmental Regulatory 
Requirements for the Electric Utility Industry," which is reproduced here as Figure 1. Using 
color-coded categories, the chart identified rules under development at the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and depicted a schedule for development and implementation of the 
rules between 2008 and 2017. 

The rules identified by EEl were: 

• the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, and its predecessor, the Clean Air Interstate 
Rule (identified as "CAIR/Transport" on the timeline), which would establish 
cap-and-trade programs for utility emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen 
oxides; 

Maximum Achievable Control Technology emission standards for mercury and 
other hazardous air pollutants, a rule generally referred to as the "Utility MACT" 
("HglHAPS" on the timeline); 

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone, sulfur dioxide, 
nitrogen dioxide, and particulate matter ("Ozone," "SOxINOx," and "PM/PM2.s" 
on the timeline); 

regulation of greenhouse gas emissions ("CO",' on the timeline); 

cooling water intake regulations C'316(b)" on the timeline); 

clean water effluent guidelines (identified under "Water" on the timeline); and 

coal combustion waste management rules ("Ash" or "CCBs Management"). 

EEl subsequently produced a report, Potential Impacts of Environmental Regulation on the US 
Generation Fleet, which concluded that new EPA regulations would cause the unplanned 
retirement of 17 to 59 gigawatts (GW) of coal-fired electric capacity (5.4% to 18.8% of the 
current coal-fired total of about 315 GW) by 2015, and would require incremental capital 
expenditures of$85 billion to $129 billion. I 

lieF International. Potential Impacts of Environmental Regulation on the Us. Generation Fleet, Final Report, 
prepared for the Edisoo Electric Institute, January 2011, available at http://www.pacificorp.com/contentldami 
pacificorpidoc/Energy _ Sources/lntegrated _Resource _ Planl20 IIIRP/EEIModelingReportFinal-281 anuary20 II.pdf. 
Hereinafter referred to as the "EEl report," 

Congressional Research Service 
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EPA's Regulation of Coal-Fired Power: Is II "Train Wreck" Coming? 

EEl is not the only group to have focused on EPA's prospective regulations. The American 
Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) picked up EEl's chart, added to it the separate EPA rules 
that will affect industrial and commercial boilers, and labeled it "EPA's Regulatory Train Wreck." 
The National Mining Association also refers to "EPA's Regulatory Train Wreck" in materials that 
it distributes, and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), in an October 
20 I 0 Special Reliability Assessment, concluded that implementation of four EPA rules could 
result in a loss of up to 19% offossil-fuel-fired steam capacity in the United States by 2018, with 
the potential for "significantly deteriorating future ... system reliability.,,2 In addition to these, a 
large number of other analyses have been prepared by other policy and research groups; some are 
similarly critical of EPA's rules, while others counter or rebut the criticisms. Many of these 
reports are identified below in Appendix B. 

The "train wreck" charts and related studies have been widely circulated on Capitol Hill, where 
they have stimulated concern. Several bills aimed at reducing the regulatory burden or requiring 
additional analyses of the combined rules' impacts have been introduced, as have proposals to 
modify or delay implementation of specific EPA rules. As discussed below in "Legislation," as of 
August 20 II, three of these bills had passed the House. 

Opponents of these bills maintain that regulation of the affected plants is overdue. Coal-fired 
power plants are major sources of pollution; many are decades old; and regulation of their 
emissions, effluent, and waste has lagged that of other industries. 

Coal's Place in Electric Power Production 

Coal fueled 44.6% of the nation's electric power in 2009. This was a decline from 52% in 2000, 
but coal is still the electric power industry's dominant fuel source (as shown in Figure 2). 

Many coal-tired electric generating units, along with most nuclear and hydroelectric plants, 
provide what is called "base-load" power. Many of the plants run 24 hours a day and provide the 
relatively cheap power that is the foundation of electric service. (Other plants, known as peaking 
plants, are brought into service at times of peak demand. Peaking plants tend to have higher 
operating costs, but since they operate for short periods of time, the higher cost is of less 
concern.) 

Low Cost 

Coal-fired power has been cheap for multiple reasons. The average coal-fired power plant is more 
than 40 years old and its capital cost fully amortized, whereas many natural gas plants (the second 
largest source, producing about 23% of tile nation's electricity) have been built in the last 10 
years. Coal itself (i.e., the fuel) is abundant and cheap: as shown in Figure 3, its price--expressed 
in dollars for the same energy content, i.e., dollars per million Btu-has sometimes been less than 

2 North American Electric Reliability Corporation. 2010 Special Reliability Scenario Assessment: Resource AdequQc.y 
Impacts of Potential US. Environmental Regulations, October 2010. pp.l and IV. http://www.nerc.com/liles/ 
EP A_Scenario J·ina!. pdf. lIereinallerreferrcd to as the "N ERe report." N ERe is an independent organization, founded 
by the electric utility industry, that conducts periodic, independent assessments of the reliability and adequacy ofthe 
bulk power system in North America. 

Congressional Research Service 3 
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EPA's l..(.egulatio11 or Coal~Fired Pmvcr: Is tl "Train Wreck" Coming? 

one-fourth the cost of natural gas, its main competitor. Averaged over a 12-year period, coal cost 
less than one-third as much as gas. 

Figure 2. U.S. Electric Power, 2009, by Fuel Type 

Coal 
44.6% 

Nuclear 

Hydroelectric 
6.8% 

Other 
Renewables 
3.6% 

Petroleum 
1.0% 

Other 
0.3% 

Other Gases 
0.3% 

Source: u.s. Energy Information Administration, Electric Power Annual. 2009, April 20 II, Table 2.1. 

Of course, other factors also alTect the price of power, including the eHiciency with which the 
plant converts fuel into electric power, maintenance costs, and the cost of operating the unit-­
which, in the case of coal must include costs for removal and management of ash. But, in general, 
these factors did not outweigh coal's basic cost advantage ulltilthe advent ofllatural gas 
combined cycle technology in the 19905. 

Co1t?[ressianal [{esearch Service 4 
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EPA's Regulatiot! of Coal-Fired Power: Is a "Train Wreck" Coming? 

Figure 3.Average Cost of Fossil Fuels for the Electric Power Industry, 
1998 through 2009 

($/million Btu) 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Source: u.s. EIA, Electric Power Annual 2009, April 201 I, Table 3.5. 

Clean Air Act Exceptions 

Besides the age of the plants and the cost of the fuel, a third factor that has resulted in lower cost 
is that many of the coal-fired plants, particularly the older ones, have been allowed to operate 
with little in the way of pollution control equipment. Coal is an inherently "dirty" fuel. Burning it 
produces sulfur dioxide (SO,). nitrogen oxides (NOx), pal1iculates, mercury, acid gases, and other 
pollutants, in greater abundance than other fossil fuels. As shown in Figure 4, coal-fired power is 
a major or the major source of the air emissions of many of these pollutants. 

Congressional Research Service 
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EPAfs Regulation of Coal~Fired Power: Is a "Train Wreck" Coming? 

Figure 4. Emissions from Fossil-Fueled Power Plants as a Percent of Total U.S. Air 
Emissions 

30%01t),,, 

60% 

Source: u.s. EPA, "Reducing Toxic Pollution from Power Plants," March 16, 20 II, p. 6. 

Note: The figure includes emissions from oil~fired units as well as coal-fired, but oil-fired units account for only 
I % of U.S. electric generation. Air emissions are not necessarily the major source of exposure for each of these 
pollutants. 

Despite the industry's emissions, the structure of the Clean Air Act has allowed many of the older 
coal plants to operate with minimal controls. The statute's focus is on new sources of pollution 
(including major modifications of existing plants). Under Sections 165 and 169 of the act, I~ew 
plants and major modifications are required to install the Best Available Control Technology 
(BACT) in order to obtain an operating permit. Other plants (so-called "grandfathered plants") 
are not required to have best available controls, unless subject to state or local requirements 
needed to address local air quality. The majority of the grandfathered plants are coal-fired, 

In addition, the act's major requirements for existing power plants, the acid rain program and the 
NOx control program (generally known as the "NOx SIP call"), have both been cap-and-trade 
programs. These allowed companies to decide how they wanted to meet system-wide emission 
caps: by switching to lower sulfur fuels, by installing the best control equipment on a few plants, 
by operating their dirtiest plants less frequently, or by purchasing allowances from facilities that 
had over-complied. Since controls weren't required on each individual plant, many of the older 
plants could keep running without them.] 

J Pmver plant operations also can affect watcr quality in several ways, and EPA is developing regulations to strengthen 
requirements for both watcr intake and water effluent. These regulations affect a broader range of power plants, 
however~ including natural gas and nuclear. as well as coal-fired. 

Congressional Research Service 
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EPA's Regulation of Coal-Fired Power: Is a ''Train Wreck" Coming? 

The "Train Wreck" Rules 

General Observations 

Burning coal to generate electricity can affect the environment in a number of ways, producing 
air pollution, water pollution, and solid waste residuals. As reflected in the EEl timeline and other 
analyses, EPA's regulatory activities touch on all of these, although much of the recent critical 
attention has focused on air pollution. 

EEl's chart contains 32 entries covering a 10-year period, 2008-2017. Not all of these entries 
represent actions by the ObamaAdministration's EPA. Of the first seven, for example, three are 
court decisions vacating and remanding Bush Administration EPA rules, and the other four are 
rules that were promulgated during the Bush Administration with implementation scheduled for 
2009 or 20 I O. Because the Bush Administration's Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR) was the 
subject of two court decisions and was designed to be implemented in phases, it gets numerous 
entries: three entries for implementation (for its seasonal NOx cap), its annual NOx cap, and its 
SOl cap) and two for the court decisions that vacated and remanded it. 

CAIR and its replacement rules are the extreme example of repetition on the "train wreck" charts, 
accounting for 10 of the 32 total entries, but most of the other rules on the chart have at least three 
entries-for proposal, promulgation, and implementation. Only implementation imposes an actual 
burden on the regulated community. Thus, the chart tends to exaggerate the regulatory burden 
through repetition. 

The timeline also treats as imminent the promulgation of rules that may not be so. For example, 
the coal combustion waste rule, which has been the object of some concern, was authorized in the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act Amendments of 1980. The legislation required that EPA conduct a 
study of whether such waste should be considered hazardous waste and report to Congress before 
taking regulatory action. EPA has conducted numerous studies over the three decades since then 
and proposed to regulate the management of the waste in June 2010. Since then, however, the 
agency has stated that it does not anticipate promUlgating a final rule in 20 II, leaving uncertain 
when a rule will be promulgated. The EEl timeline assumed promulgation in 20 II with 
compliance five years later. 

Nevertheless, it is safe to say that several major rules under development at EPA are due to be 
promulgated within the next 18 months and will affect coal-fired power plants, as shown in Table 
1. Some of them are expected to be expensive; the costs of others are likely to be moderate or 
limited, or they are unknown at this point because a rule has not yet been proposed. 
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Table I. Timing of EPA Rules and Impacts on Coal-Fired Utilities 

Rule or Standard Final Rule 

Cross-State Air Pollution Finalized July 6, 20 I I 
Rule 

Utility MACT Rule Expected November 16, 20 I I 

National Ambient Air Promulgated June 22, 20 I 0 
Quality Standard 
(NAAQS) for sulfur 
dioxide 

NAAQS for ozone Expected July 20 I I 

NAAQS for particulate Not yet proposed; expected 
malter in 2012 

New Source Performance Not yet proposed; expected 
Standards for Greenhouse May 26, 2012 
Gases 

Cooling Water Intake Expected July 27, 2012 
Structure Rule 

Clean Water Effluent Not yet proposed; expected 
limitation Guidelines Rule January 31, 2014 

Coal Combustion Waste Expected 2012 or later 
Rule 

Source: Compiled by CRS. 

EPA Estimate of 
Costs/Impacts' 

$2.4 billion/yearb 

$10-$11 billion/year 

$1.5 billion/year for all 
sources, but limited impact 
on electric generating units 
(EGUs)' 

$19-$25 billion/year for all 
sources but limited impact on 
EGUs' 

Unknown 

Unknown 

$319 million/year 

Unknown 

$587 million-$1.5 billion/year 

a, Costs as estimated by EPA. See text for discussion of costs and impacts of specific rules. 

b. Of the $2.4 billion annual cost, $1.6 billion is attributed to the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR). a 2005 rule 
that the Cross-State Rule is replacing. 

This report will discuss each of the rules identified on EEl's timelinc individually; but before 
discussing individual rules, a few general statements are in order. 

First, most of these rules have been a long time in the making. As noted, the coal combustion 
waste rule is the result of legislation passed in 1980; another rule, the utility air toxics rule (or 
"Utility MACT"), which appears to be the most costly of the rules thus far proposed, is required 
by the Clean A ir Act Amendments of 1990. Some may question why EPA is undertaking so many 
regulatory actions at once, but it is the decades of regulatory inaction that led to this point that 
strike other observers. 

The inaction stemmed in large part from special consideration given electric utilities by Congress: 
both the Clean Air Act and the Solid Waste Disposal Act required special studies and reports to 
Congress before EPA could set standards for certain pollutants emitted or wastes disposed by 
electric utilities. Meanwhile, other industries that emitted the same pollutants or similar wastes 
(e.g., municipal solid waste incinerators and medical waste incinerators, and any industry 
generating hazardous waste) have been subject to more stringent emission controls or waste 
management standards for a decade or more, 
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Second, as we have noted in an earlier report on EPA regulations,4 both the legislative authority 
for these rules and, in most cases, the development of the rules themselves predate the current 
Administration. With the exception of greenhouse gas emission rules, all of the rules discussed 
below began development under the Bush Administration or earlier, including several that were 
promulgated under that Administration and subsequently were vacated or remanded to EPA by the 
courts. The Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, the Utility MACT rule, and the Cooling Water Intake 
rule, for example, fit that description. Other EPA actions, such as the ObamaAdministration's 
reconsideration of the ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard, have actually delayed for 
several years implementation of Bush Administration rules that would have strengthened existing 
standards. Each of these actions is described in more detail below. 

Third, one criticism highlighted by the EEl and others of EPA's pending and upcoming rules is 
the impact of multiple requirements. The critics point out that, although EPA conducts detailed 
economic impact analyses of individual rules, the CAA and other federal environmental laws do 
not provide a mechanism or require that the agency analyze cumulative impacts, including jobs. 
Viewed separately, they argue, a particular rule may have limited economic impact, while the 
second, third, or fourth rule that takes efTect more or less simultaneously may drive the power 
plant operator to decide to retire a given facility. As discussed in this report, such decisions are 
highly case-specific, involving unique considerations and potentially mitigating factors. 

The following sections of this report describe seven rules or categories of rules that are the core 
of the "train wreck" debate, with background on the rule, information on its requirements (for 
those rules that have been proposed or promulgated), and where possible, a discussion of the 
rule's potential costs and benefits. We also examine two of the studies-those of the electric 
industry's trade association (EEl) and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation-that 
have attempted to estimate their cumulative economic impacts. 

Cross-State Air Pollution (Clean Air Transport) Rule 

The Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (hereinafter, the "Cross-State Rule") replaces EPA's major 
clean air initiative under the Bush Administration, the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR). CAIR 
was promulgated in 2005, but was vacated and remanded to the agency by the D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in 2008.5 On appeal, the court left the rule in place until such time as EPA 
promulgated a replacement. The agency proposed the replacement August 2, 20 I 0,6 and it 
finalized the rule July 6, 2011.7 

4 CRS Report R41561, EPA Regulations: Too Much. Too lillIe. or 011 7i'ack?, by James E. McCarthy and Claudia 
Copeland. 

5 The promUlgated rule was published at 70 Federal Register 25162, May 12,2005. The court decision was North 
Carolina v. EPA, 531 F.3d 896 (D.C. Cir. 2008). 

6 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, "Federallmplementation Plans To Reduce Interstate Transport of Fine 
Particulate Matter and Ozone; Proposed Rule," 75 Federal Register 45210, August 2, 2010. 

7 TIle tina! rule has not appeared in the Federal Register as of this writing, but a pre-publication copy as well as 
explanatory and background material can be found on EPA's \vebsite at http://www,epa.gov/crossstaterulc/ 
actions.htm!. When proposed in August 2010, tbe Cross~State Rule was referred to as the Clean Air Transport Rule. 
The name change to "Cross-State Rule" occurred late in the development ofthe final rule, As a result. many ofthe 
explanatory materials, including the final Regulatory Impact Analysis. refer to the "Transport Rule:' 
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Both CAIR and its replacement, the Cross-State Rule, are designed to control emissions of air 
pollution that cause air quality problems in downwind states. The original, Bush-era rule did so 
by establishing region-wide cap-and-trade programs8 for SOl and NOx emissions from coal-fired 
electric power plants in 28 Eastern states, at an estimated annual compliance cost of $3.6 billion 
in 20 IS." CAIR covered only the eastern balf of the country, but since most of the coal-fired 
generation capacity lacking emission controls is located there, EPA projected that nationwide 
emissions of S02 would decline 53% and NOx emissions 56% by 2015, as compared to 
nationwide emissions from electric generating units (EO Us) in 2001. 

Tbe replacement rule, finalized July 6, 2011, is a modified cap-and-trade rule. It would allow 
unlimited trading of allowances within individual states; interstate trading would be allowed so 
long as a state remained within 18%-21 % of its cmissions caps. Limiting interstate trading would 
address tbe D.C. Circuit's ruling, which found CAIR's interstate allowance trading program 
unlawful. 

The rule applies to 28 states (adding Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska to the 28 covered by 
CAIR, but removing Connecticut, Delaware, and Massachusetts from the CAIR group). Its annual 
compliance cost is estimated at $3.0 billion in 2012 and $2.4 billion in 2014.'0 

The Cross-State Rule would leave tbe CAIR Phase 1 (2009-2010) caps in place and would set 
new limits replacing CAIR's second phase in 2012 and 2014, up to three years earlier tban CAIR 
would bave done. The 2012 and 2014 requirements place particular emphasis on SOl-emissions 
ofwhicb would decline to 2.4 million tons in tbe covered states (73% below 2005 levels) in 2014. 

To insure that the Cross-State Rule is implemented quickly, EPA is promulgating a Federal 
Implementation Plan (FIP) for each of the states: tbe FIP specifies emission budgets for each state 
based on controlling emissions from electric powcr plants. States may develop their own State 
Implementation Plans and may choose to control other types of sources if they wish, but the 
federal plan will take etfect until the state acts to replace it. 

The CAIR Phase 1 rules already appear to be baving substantial effects. In August 20 I 0, EPA 
reported tbat emissions of S02 had declined sharply in both 2008 and 2009: in tbe latter year, 
emissions from fossil-fueled power plants in the lower 48 states (at 5.7 million tons) were 44% 
below 2005 levels. NOx emissions from tbe same sources declined to 1.8 million tons in 2009, a 

& A cap-aod-trade system sets a declining nntional cap on emissions and allocates emission allowances that can be 
bought and sold on open markets. 

9 70 Federal Register 25306, May 12,2005. 

10 These cost estimates include $1.6 billion in annualized costs already incurred to comply with Phase I ofCAIR. EPA 
estimates the additional cost of tile Cross-State Rule at $1.4 billion in 2012 and $0.8 billion in 2014. The 2014 cost of 
compliance with the Cross-State is less than that estimated for 2012 or for final implementation ofCAIR in 2015 
because the Regulatory Impact Analyses for the two rules use different ba..I)e years for comparison. As the agency's RIA 
for the Cross-State Rule notes, "The base case in this RIA assumes that CAIR is not in effect, but does take into 
account emissions reductions associated with the implementation orall federal rules, state rules and statutes, and other 
binding, enforceable commitments finalized by December I, 2010, that are applicable (sic) the power industry and 
whidl govern the installation and operation of SO: and NOx emissions controls in the time frame covered in the 
analysis." Thus, the base with which control requirements are compared already accounts for some reductions realized 
since the original CAIR rule was promulgated. See U.S. EPA, OHice of Air and Radiation, Regulator}' Impact Analysis 
(RIA)/or thejinal7i'ansport Rule, June 2011, p. 244, at http://www.epa,gov/crossstaterule/pdfs/FinaIRIA.pdf, 
Hereatler. "Cross-State Rule RIA." 
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decline of 45% compared to 2005." The reductions occurred well in advance of CAIR's 
compliance dates: in fact, for both S02 and NOx, the affected units had achieved about 80% of 
the required 2015 reductions six years ahead of that deadline. Further reductions of both S02 and 
NOx can be expected as Phase I takes effect. The Cross-State Rule would build on these 
reductions. 

As noted earlier, EPA estimated that compliance with the rule will cost the power sector $2.4 
billion annually when fully effective. It expects the benefits to be 50 to almost 120 times as 
great-an estimated $120 billion to $280 billion annually. The most important benefit would be 
13,000 to 34,000 fewer premature deaths annually. Avoided deaths and other benefits would 
occur throughout the East, Midwest, and South, according to EPA, with Ohio and Pennsylvania 
benefitting the most.'2 

Both EEl and NERC included the Cross-State Rule in their analyses, and their estimates of the 
rule's cost and the impact on coal-fired power do not appear to differ greatly ii-om those of EPA, 
particularly in the "train wreck" years, from now until 2017. NERC, for example, concluded that 
the Cross-State Rule as proposed (then referred to as the "Transport Rule") would lead to 2.9 OW 
of deratings'J or retirements by 2015. '4 This would represent less than 1% of coal-fired capacity, 
and less than 0.3% of all EOU capacity. EPA, by comparison, projects that 4.8 OW of coal-fired 
capacity would be uneconomic to maintain as a result of the rule." 

EEl's analysis stated that it used EPA's Integrated Planning Model assumptions with "no 
additional controls for S02-specific compliance" and with EPA's preferred option for NOx 
compliance through 2017. With the same assumptions and the same model, EEl's projected 
compliance costs should not differ from those of EPA. 

For the years after 2017, however, EEl's analysis did differ from that of EPA: it assumed that 
selective catalytic reduction (SCR) would be required on all units to reduce NOx emissions. This 
would impose additional cost, since about 54% of coal-fired capacity will not have installed SCR 
to comply with the Cross-State Rule's 2014 requirements, according to EPA.'6 These costs are 
speculative: to date, EPA has not proposed additional post-20 14 requirements, and, as a result, the 
agency has not estimated costs of compliance or a schedule for implementation of any future 
pollution transport regulations." 

II Data are from EPA '5 "2009 Acid Rain Program Emission and Compliance Data Report," August I L 2010, at 
http://\VV/\v.epa.gov/aimlarkets/progrcss/ARP09.html. Some of the emission reduction was the result of the recession, 
which resulted in a decline in electric power generation of 5% from 2007102009. Coal use tor electricity generation 
declined even more (II % Irom 2007 to 2009). 

12 U.S. EPA. Office of Air and Radiation, "Final Air Pollution Cross-State Air Pollution Rule," Overview Presentation, 
undated. pp. 12-14, at http://www.epa.gov/crossstaterule/pdfi;/CSAPRPresentation.pdt: 

l3 ""Derating:' in these analyses, refers to the loss of availahle capacity because of the power needed to operate the 
pollution control equipment. 

14 NERC report, p. 20. 

15 Cross-State Rule RIA, p. 262. 

16 Cross-State Rule RIA, p. 259. 

l7 Given the need to meet the more stringent ambient air quality standard (NAAQS) requirements, especially those for 
ozone and PM (described below), which EPA is expected to propose or promulgate this ycar, the agency stated its 
intention to propose a thrther set of requirements addressing interstate transport of air pollution in 2011. (These 
potential further rules appear on EEl's chart as "Transport Rule 11 (NOx) Proposal" and "PM Transport Rule:') 
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To summarize, CAIR and its replacement, the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, would impose 
annual costs in the $2 billion to $3 billion range on previously uncontrolled coal-fired electric 
generating units. Although these are significant costs, the industry has already complied with 
Phase 1, which was the most ambitious of the rules' requirements. Prompted by the ability to 
generate tradable allowances, the industry complied well ahead of schedule. The final version of 
the Cross-State Rule allows additional allowance trading as compared to the proposed rule, giving 
EGUs additional flexibility in determining how to comply and lowering compliance costs. 

Mercury and Air Toxics Standards/Utility MACT 

In 2005, EPA promulgated regulations establishing a cap-and-trade system to limit emissions of 
mercury from coal-fired power plants. Coal-fired electric generating units (EGUs) account for 
about half of U.S. mercury emissions. Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that can harm health 
(principally delayed development, neurological defects, and lower lQ in fetuses and children) at 
very low concentrations. 18 

The mercury cap-and-trade rules promulgated in 2005 were a change in policy by EPA. All 
previous sources of mercury subject to emission standards had been required to meet plant­
specific Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) standards under CAA Section 112.19 

Section 112 sets out very detailed requirements for MACT standards, including a list of the 
pollutants that need to be controlled (not just mercury, but any of 187 hazardous air pollutants, or 
HAPs) and the level of control that the standards must achieve. The 2005 cap-and-trade rules 
addressed only mercury, and would have allowed many power plants to avoid control provided 
they obtained allowances from others who achieved lower pollution levels than required, or 
reduced emissions sooner than required. The ability of plants to avoid emission control by 
purchasing allowances could lead to the continuation of "hot spots," areas where mercury 
concentrations in waterbodies are greater than elsewhere. 

By contrast, the statute requires MACT standards applicable at each existing plant to be no less 
stringent than the average emission limitation achieved by the best performing 12% of existing 
sources in the industry subcategory?O These statutory requirements are referred to as the "MACT 
floor," because the agency is not allowed to set less stringent standards, nor may it take economic 
factors into account in determining what the tloor will be. 

Whether the agency could substitute cap-and-trade rules for the MACT requirements was 
challenged by the State of New Jersey and others, and, in a 3-0 decision, the D.C. Circuit Court of 
Appeals vacated the cap-and-trade rules in 200S?1 The court found that, under Section 112, 

1& The principal route of exposure to mercury is through consumption offish. Mercury enters water bodies, often 
through air emissions, and is taken up through the food chain. ultimately affecting humans as a result of fish 
consumption. All 50 stales have issued I1sh consumption advisories due to mercury pollution. covering 16.8 million 
acres oflakes, 1.25 million river miles, and the coastal \I,'aters of20 entire states. For a more detailed discussion of 
mercury's health effects, see CRS Report RL32420, Mereur), inlhe Environment: Sources and IIeaitll Risks, by Linda­
Jo Schicrow. For EPA's "'2008 Biennial National Listing ofFish Advisories,"' September 2009. see 
http://water.epa.gov/sciteeh/swgu idanceilishshe IIIishilishadvisoriesiupioadl2009 _ 09 _16 __ lish _advisories _ tech2 008. pd 1: 

'" EPA identified 174 industrial categories to be regulated under the MACT provisions. Standards have been 
promulgated for almost all these categories except EGUs. 

20 For new sources, the standards are to be based on the emission control achieved by the best controlled similar source. 

21 New Jersey v. EPA, 517 F.3d 574 (D.C. Cir. 2008). 
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unless EPA "delisted" the category of sourccs, it had to require that each plant in the category 
meet MACT standards. Under the statute, delisting would have required a finding that no EGU's 
emissions exceeded a level adequatc to protect public health with an ample margin of safety, and 
that no adverse environmental effect would result from any source. 

Rather than appeal the court's ruling to the Supreme Court or attempt to delist the category, EPA 
proposed what is referred to as the "Utility MACT," March 16,2011.22 The proposal appeared in 
the Federal Register May 3, beginning a public comment period that runs through August 4. 
Undcr a consent agreement, the final MACT standards are to be promulgated by November 16, 
2011. 

The Proposed Rule 

As proposed, the Utility MACT would require coal-fired power plants to achieve a 91% reduction 
from uncontrolled emissions of mercury, nine other toxic metals, and three acid gases, all of 
which were listed by Congress as hazardous air pollutants in the 1990 Clean Air Act 
Amendments. Power plants are the largest emitters of many of these pollutants, accounting for 
about 50% of the nation's mercury emissions, 62% of arsenic emissions, and 82% of hydrochloric 
acid emissions, for exampleD The Utility MACT would also reduce emissions of fine 
particulates (PM,s), which, although not categorized as hazardous air pollutants, are estimated to 
cause thousands of premature deaths annually. 

In proposing the standards, EPA noted that while the requirements are stringent for those facilities 
lacking controls, 56% of existing coal-fired power plants already are in compliance. Thus, the 
standards are expected to level the playing field, bringing older, poorly controlled plants up to the 
standards being achieved by a majority of the existing units. In this respect, the proposed 
standards retlect the statute's requirement that existing sources of HAPs should meet standards 
based on the current emissions of the best performing similar sources. 

The agency also concluded that some plants, representing less than 10 GW of coal-fired capacity, 
will be retired by 2015, rather than invest in control technologies. In all, it said, coal-tired 
generation will decline about 2% compared to estimated generation in the absence of the rule.24 

Costs, Benefits, and Control Technology 

EPA projected the annualized cost of compliance with the proposed rule at $10.9 billion in 2015, 
and remaining at $10 billion - II billion annually through 2030.'5 The average consumer would 
see an increase of $3-$4 per month in the cost of electricity due to the rule, according to the 
agency.26 These costs will go largely to the installation of scrubbers and fabric filters. As a result 

22 For a link to the proposed rule as well as explanatory material. see U.S. EPA, "Reducing Toxic Air Emissions from 
Power Plants," at http://www.epa.gov/airquality/powerplanttoxics/actions.html. 

23 Sec U.S. EPA, "Emissions Overview: Hazardous Air Pollutants in Support of the Proposed Toxies Rule:' 
Memorandum fi'om Madeleine Strum, Emission Inventory and Analysis Group, to Marc Houyoux, Group Leader, 
Emission Inventory and Analysis Group. March 15. 2011, Tables 3 and 4. 

" U.S. EPA, RegulolOlY lmpaci Analysis of the Proposed Toxics Rule: Final Report, March 2011, p. g·17 at 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/ecas/regdataiRIAs/ToxicsRuleRIA.pde Hereafter, "Utility MACT RIA." 

25 Utility MACT RIA, p. 8-12. 

26 U.S. EPA, "Powcr Plant Mercury and Air Toxics Standards: Overview of Proposed Rule and Impacts," p. 3, at 
(continued ... ) 
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of the rule, 26 G W of coal-fired units, about 9% oftotal coal-fired capacity, are expected to install 
scrubbers. (EPA estimated that by the time the rule requires compliance, 203 G W will already 
have installed scrubbers anyway, as a result of other regulations.)27 

More than half of the coal-fired EGU capacity (166 GW) are expected to add fabric filters 
because ofthe rule, while 77 GW would have them whether or not there were a rule. In most 
cases, the fabric filters will be coupled with activated carbon injection or dry sorbent injection.28 
Mercury and other HAPs become attached to the carbon or sorbent after it is injected into the flue 
gas, and the fabric filter collects the particles, removing them from the plant's emissions. EPA 
estimates that 62 GW of coal-fired capacity (about one-fifth of the U.S. total) would have either 
activated carbon or dry sorbent injection in 2015 without the rule. The rule adds another 149 GW 
of carbon/sorbent installations. 

This is not complicated or new technology. Other types of facilities (notably solid waste 
incinerators) have used this technology for the past 15 years to reduce their mercury and other 
HAP emissions by 95% or more. As a result of state-level pollution control regulations, a growing 
percentage of coal-fired power plants do the same. 

The benefits of the rule are estimated by EPA at $59 billion to $140 billion annually-5 to 13 
times as great as the costs-due primarily to the avoidance of 6,800 to 17,000 premature deaths 
each year.29 Other benefits, only some of which were given dollar values, include the annual 
avoidance of 11,000 nonfatal heart attacks, 120,000 cases of aggravated asthma, and 
developmental effects on children, including effects on IQ, learning, and memory30 

Of the proposed EPA rules, the Utility MACT is probably the most costly and most likely to 
affect older coal-fired plants that have not yet installed current pollution control technology. 
EPA's proposal does allow averaging of emissions from multiple units at a single location, which 
may allow some older units that are operated infrequently to remain in service, but the absence of 
broader allowance trading provisions in the law and the stringency of the emission requirements 
mean that most units will not be able to escape regulation. 

EEl's and NERC's Analyses of the Utility MACT Rule 

In its report, which was written before EPA's Utility MACT proposal, EEl concluded that, "All 
coal units [would be] required to install a scrubber (wet or dry), activated carbon injection (AC!) 
and a baghouse/fabric filter" for compliance with the MACT." This goes well beyond what EPA 
proposed. Compared to EPA's projections, it concluded that five times as much scrubber capacity, 
nearly three times as much ACI, and about one and one-half times as much baghouse capacity 

( ... continued) 

http://www.epa.gov/airquality/powcrplanttoxics/pdf.,,/overviewfactsheetpdf 

27 u.S. EPA, "'Reducing Toxic Pollution from Power Plants: EPA's Proposed Mercury and Air Toxies Standards~" 
Overview Presentation, March 16.2010. p. 15. http://www.epa.gov/airquality/powenplanttoxies/pdfs/presentation.pdf. 

"Ibid. 

"Ibid., p. 13. 

30 U.S. EPA, "Fact Sheet: Proposed Mercury and Air Toxics Standards," March 2011, p. 3. at http://www.epa.gov/ 
airquality/powerplanttoxics/pdfs/proposalfactsheet.pdf. For additional information. sec Utility MACT RIA, pp. 1-2 to 
1-10. and Chapter 5. 

31 EEl report, p. 43. 
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would need to be added, making the rule substantially more costly and far more difficult to 
comply with in the limited time provided by the statute. 

NERC's report, which was also written before EPA proposed the Utility MACT, also assumed 
that vastly more pollution control equipment would need to be added to coal-fired plants than 
EPA believes will be necessary. The NERC analysis assumed wet scrubbers would be added to all 
coal-fired plants that don't already have them, that selective catalytic reduction (SCR) will be 
added to all bituminous coal-powered facilities, and that activated carbon injection and baghouses 
would be added at all facilities burning other types of coal.32 These assumptions are similar to 
EEl's except that by assuming wet scrubbers (instead of EPA's general assumption that dry 
scrubbers will suffice) and by assuming SCR at bituminous facilities, the cost impacts would 
most likely be even greater than the costs in EEl's asscssment.J3 NERC concluded that 8.4 OW to 
17.6 OW of capacity would be retired or derated as a result of the MACT rule. If fewer units need 
controls and less expensive pollution control equipment is needed on those that do, the 
retirements and deratings would be fewer. 

Following promulgation ofthesc standards, existing power plants will have three years, with a 
possible one-year extension, to meet the standards. (The three-to-four-year timeframe is mandated 
by thc statute.) Many in industry argue that three or four years is not enough time to complete the 
required pollution control equipment installation, and as a result that the reliability of the nation's 
electric power supply could be affected by the rule. NERC did not say this directly, in part 
because its analysis combines the effects of four rules, making it difficult to disaggregate the 
Utility MACT's effcct. What it did say was: 

The MACT Rule considered alone could drive Planning Reserve Margins of 8 
regions/subregions below the NERC Reference Margin Levels standards and trigger the 
retirement of 2-15 GW ... of existing coal capacity by 2015. To comply, owners of the 
remaining capacity need to retrotit from 277 to 753 units with added environmental controls. 
The "hard stop" 20 IS compliance deadline proposed by the MACT Rule makes retrofit 
timing a significant issue and potentially problematic." 

In part, whether or not there is sufficient time to implement the rule without threatening electric 
system reliability will depend on the number of units that require retrofits. EPA is the only onc of 
the thrce sources discussed herein that analyzed the actual proposal. Both EEl and N ERC 
assumed requirements that appear to be substantially more stringent than what EPA proposed. If 
EPA is correct in its analysis, the number of retrofits appears to be within the range of what the 
industry has accomplished in the past as a result of carlier regulations. This point is discussed 
below in morc dctail, under "Train Wreck?" 

New Source Perfonnance Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

On December 23, 20 I 0, EPA released the text of a settlement agreement with 11 states, two 
municipalities, and three environmental groups, under which it agreed to propose New Source 
Performance Standards (NSPS) to address grecnhouse gas emissions from power plants by July 
26,2011, and take final action on the proposal by May 26, 2012. (The agency recently announced 

32 NERC report. p. 50. 

D For a dctallcd comparison of cquipmcnt cost. see EEl report, p. 33. 

)4 NERC report, p. V. 
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that it will delay proposal until September 30, 2011, but it expects to retain the May 26, 2012 date 
for final action.) Electric generating units are the largest U.S. sourcc of grccnhousc gas (GHG) 
cmissions, accounting for about one-third of total U.S. emissions. Coal-tired plants accounted for 
81% of the electric power industry's total GHG emissions in 200935 and, thus, are expected to be 
the main focus of EPA's NSPS rules. 

New Source Performance Standards are emission limitations imposed on designated categories of 
major new (including substantially modified) stationary sources of air pollution. CAA Section 
III gives EPA authority to set NSPS for emissions of "air pollutants;' a term that includes 
greenhouse gases.36 A new source is subject to NSPS regardless of its location (i.e., the same 
standards apply to all new and modified major facilities anywhere in the United States). The 
statute provides authority for EPA to impose such standards directly in the case of new (or 
modified) sources (Section lll(b)), and through the states in the case of existing sources (Section 
111(d». The authority to impose performance standards on new and modified sources refcrs to 
any category of sources that the EPA Administrator judges "causes, or contributcs significantly to, 
air pollution which may rea,onably be anticipated to endanger public health or welfare" (Sec. 
II I (b)(I)(A)}-language similar to the endangerment and cause-or-contribute tindings EPA used 
to promulgate GHG emission standards for motor vehicles in 20 10. 

In establishing these standards, Section III gives EPA considerable flexibility with respect to the 
source categories regulated, the size of the sources regulated, and the particular gases regulated, 
along with the timing and phasing in of regulations. This flexibility extends to the stringency of 
the regulations with respect to costs and secondary effects, such as non-air-quality, health and 
environmental impacts, along with energy requirements. This tlexibility is encompassed within 
the Administrator's authority to determine the control systems that have been "adequately 
demonstrated." Standards of performance developed by the states for existing sources under 
Section 111 (d) can be similarly flexible. 

Assuming EPA promulgates the greenhouse gas NSPS on schedule, how quickly such standards 
would be applied to existing sources is an open question. EPA must first propose and promulgate 
guidelines, following which the states would be given time to develop implementation plans." 
Following approval of the plans, the act envisions case-by-case determinations of emission limits, 
in which the states may consider, among other factors, the remaining useful life of a source in 
setting an emission limit. Thus, it is likely to be several years before existing power plants are 
subject to emission limits for GHGs. 

Since EPA has not yet proposed NSPS, the agency has not provided a Regulatory Impact Analysis 
or cost estimate for such a rule.38 EEl, on the other hand, in six of the nine scenarios in its 

3' U.S. EPA, Invenrory o/U.s. Greenhouse Gos Emissions and Sinks: 1990-2009, April 2011, Table 2-13, available at 
http://epa.gov/c!imatechange/cmissions/usinventoryreport.htmt. 

361n Massachusells v, EPA (549 U.S. 497 (2007)), the Supreme Court held. in a 5-4 decision, that greenhouse gases are 
clearly air pollutants under the Clean Air Act's definition of that term. 

37 How much time the states would be given to suhmit plans is unclear. The statute says that the regulations shaH 
estahlish a procedure "similar to that" provided for State Implementation Plans under Section 110, which generally 
give states three years to suhmit a plan. following v.:hich EPA reviews it to dctennine its adequacy. 

l8 Agency guidance tor state GHG permitting decisions. issued in Novemher 2010. is perhaps the best example of what 
the agency might require: the guidance focuses on energy efliciency as the bcst available control technology, and states 
that both conversion to natura! gas and carhon capture and sequestration ean be eliminated from consideration. While 
cost is not estimated in the guidance, the requirements would not appear to be stringent. For a discussion of EPA's 
guidance, see CRS Report R4IS0S, EPA's BACT Guidance for Greenhouse Gasesfrom Stationary Sources, by Larry 
(continued .. ,) 
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analysis, assumed there would be CO2 regulations in place by 2017. In five of the scenarios, it 
estimated the cost of CO2 regulation or legislation at $25 per ton of emissions in 2017, with price 
escalation of 5% annually thereafter. This assumption would impose a larger burden on coal-fired 
power plants than any of the other rules considered in EEl's report. In 2009, coal-fired electric 
power plants emitted 1,748 million tons ofC02.

39 Assuming roughly the same level of emissions 
in 2017, EEl's $25/ton assumption would result in a cost of CO2 regulation of$43.7 billion in 
2017, with 5% increases each year thereafter. This cost, which appears to have been based on its 
analysis oflegislation not enacted in the Illth Congress, dwarfs every other projected regulatory 
cost in the regulatory impact analyses that CRS examined. Inclusion of this requirement leads, in 
EEl's analysis, to an additional 23 GW of retired capacity in 2015 and 40 GW of incremental 
retirements in 2020, accounting for more than half of all retirements in the latter year:o 

NERC, on the other hand, did not include CO2 regulation in its study. 

NAAQS Revisions 

EPA is required in CAA Sections 108 and 109 to set National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) for air pollutants that endanger public health ("primary" NAAQS) or welfare 
("secondary" NAAQS) and that are emitted by numerous or diverse sources. NAAQS do not 
directly regulate emissions. Rather, the primary NAAQS identify pollutant concentrations in 
ambient air that must be attained to protect public health with an adequate margin of safety. 
Secondary NAAQS identify concentrations necessary to protect public welfare, a broad term that 
includes damage to crops, vegetation, property, building materials, and more. 

In essence, NAAQS are standards that define what EPA considers to be clean air. Their 
importance stems from the long and complicated implementation process that is set in motion by 
their establishment. Onee NAAQS have been set, EPA, using monitoring data and other 
information submitted by the states to identify areas that exeeed the standards and must, 
therefore, reduce pollutant concentrations to achieve them. State and local governments then have 
three years to produce State Implementation Plans which outline the measures they will 
implement to reduce the pollution levels in these "nonattainment" areas. Nonattainment areas are 
given anywhere from three to 20 years to attain the standards, depending on the pollutant and the 
severity of the area's pollution problem. 

EPA also acts to control many of the NAAQS pollutants wherever they are emitted through 
national standards for certain products that emit them (particularly mobile sources, such as 
automobiles) and emission standards for new stationary sources, such as power plants. 

In the I 970s, EPA identified six pollutants or groups of pollutants for which it set NAAQS.41 But 
that was not the end of the process. When it gave EPA the authority to establish NAAQS, 
Congress anticipated that the understanding of air pollution's effects on public health and welfare 

(.,.continued) 

Parker and James E. McCarthy. 

39 U.S. EPA, Invenlory aJU.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks: 1990-2009, April 2011, Table 2-13, available at 
http://epa.gov/elimatechange/emissions/usinventoryreport. htm 1. 

40 EEl report, p. v . 

..!! The six pollutants arc ozone, particulates, carbon monoxide, S02, NOx, and lead. 
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would change with time, and it required that EPA review the standards at five-year intervals and 
revise them, as appropriate. 

The agency is currently conducting the required reviews ofthese standards: it has already 
completed reviews for five of the six standards, but two of them have been remanded by the D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals for further agency action, and others are being challenged in court. The 
electric power industry and others are following this process closely, because more stringent 
standards could begin a process that would lead to more stringent emission standards.42 

The three standards most likely to affect power plants are those for S02. ozone, and particulate 
matter (PM). 

Sulfur Dioxide (501) 

On June 22, 20 I 0, EPA revised the NAAQS for S02, focusing on short-term (I-hour) exposures. 
The prior standards (for 24-hour and annual concentrations), which were set in 1971, were 
revoked as part of the revision. Since 1971. EPA had conducted three reviews of the S02 standard 
without changing it. However, following the last of these reviews, in 1998, the D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals remanded the S02 standard to EPA, finding that the agency had failed adequately to 
explain its conclusion that no public health threat existed from short-term exposures to SOl.43 
Twelve years later, EPA revised the standard to respond to the court's decision. 

The new short-term standard is substantially more stringent than the previous standards: it 
replaces a 24-hour standard of 140 parts per billion (ppb) with a I-hour maximum of75 ppb. This 
means that there could be an increase in the number ofS02 nonattainment areas (especially since 
there were no nonattainment areas under the old standards), with additional controls required on 
the sources of S02 emissions in any newly designated areas. Since electric generating units 
accounted for 60% of total U.S. emissions ofS02 in 2009, additional controls on EOUs would be 
likely. 

The timing and extent of any additional controls is uncertain, however, for several reasons. First, 
the monitoring network needed to determine attainment status is incomplete and is not primarily 
configured to monitor locations of maximum short-term S02 concentrations:4 The agency says it 
will need 41 new monitoring sites to supplcment the existing network in order to have a more 
complete data base. Since three years of data must be collected after a site's startup to determine 
attainment status, it may be as late as 2016 before some areas will have sufticient data to be 
classified. Even if the areas can be designated sooner based on modeling data, it would be at least 
2015 before State Implementation Plans with specific control measures would be due, and actual 
compliance with control requirements would occur several years later. 

Meanwhile, S02 emissions will be significantly reduced as a result of the CAIR, Cross-State, and 
Utility MACT rules described above. Thus, although EPA identified 59 counties that would have 

~2 Five of the entries on EEl's "train \\'reck" chart (Figure 1) refer to NAAQS reviews. 

43 American Lung Association v. EPA, 134 F.3d 388 (D.C. Cir 1998). 

44 U.S. EPA, "Fact Sheet: Reyisions to the Primary National Ambient Air Quality Standard Monitoring Network, and 
Data Reporting Requirements for Sulfur Dioxide," June 2, 2010, p. 3, at http://v.ww.epa.gov/air/sulfurdioxide/pdfs/ 
20100602fs.pM 
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violated the new S02 NAAQS based on 2007-2009 data, it is not clear whether any of these 
counties will be in nonattainment by the time EPA dcsignates the nonattainment areas. 

In its Regulatory Impact Analysis of the S02 NAAQS, the agency estimated that attainment 
would require a reduction of 370,000 tons of S02 by 2020, about two-thirds of which would need 
to come from EGUs.45 The agcncy estimated the annualized cost of these controls (for all sources, 
not just EGUs) at $1.5 billion. Benefits would range from $15 billion to $37 billion annually.46 

These costs and benefits do not take account ofCAIR, the Cross-State Rule, or the Utility MACT. 
however. (As may be recalled, the CAIR and Cross-State Rules will result in more than 6 million 
tons of S02 emission reductions by 2014.) The agency assumed for purposes of analysis that none 
of these rules was in effect, bccause none of them was in effect in 2005, the base year used for 
analytical purposes. As the agency's RIA states: 

The baseline for this analysis is complicated by the expected issuance of additional air 
quality regulations. The SO, NAAQS is only one of several regulatory programs that are 
likely to affect EGU emissions nationally in the next several years. We thus expect that 
EGUs will apply controls in the coming years in response to mUltiple rules. These include 
the maximum achievable control technology (MACT) rule for utility boilers, revisions to the 
Clean Air Interstate Rule, and reconsideration of the Clean Air Mercury Rule. Therefore 
controls and costs attributed solely to the SO, NAAQS in this analysis will likely be needed 
for compliance with other future rules as wel!.47 

[n short, compared to the Utility MACT and the Cross-State Rule, the S02 NAAQS has relatively 
little impact on coal-fired power plants in EPA's analysis, and the agency's analysis relied on 
assumptions that probably overstate the impact of the standard. 

EEl included the S02 NAAQS on its "train wreck" timelinc, but neither EEl nor NERC 
considered the standard in their analyses. 

Ozone 

On January 19,20 I 0, EPA proposed a revision of the NAAQS for ozonc.48 EPA currently expects 
to finalize this revision by the end of July 2011 (although it has already postponed the review's 
completion date three times). As noted above. NAAQS do not directly limit emissions. but thcy 
set in motion a process under which "nonattainmcnt areas" are identified and states and EPA 
develop plans and regulations to reduce pollution in those areas. 

Ozone is not directly emitted by coal-fired power plants (or most other sources). It forms in the 
atmosphere as the result of a chemical reaction between nitrogen oxides (NOx). volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs), and carbon monoxide (CO) in the presence of sunlight. Power plants emit 

45 U.S. EPA. OtTice of Air Quality Planning and Standards. final RegulatDlY Impact Ana~vsis (RIA) for the S02 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). June 2010, page ES-7. Table ES.2. at http://www.epa.gov/ttnecasl/ 
regdata/RIAS/ fso2ria I 00602full. pd f. 

46 Ibid .. p. ES-9. Table ES.4. 

47 Ibid .• p. ES-3. 

48 U,S, Environmental Protection Agency, "National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Ozone; Proposed Rule," 75 
Federal Register 2938. January 19. 20 I O. 
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one of these precursor emissions, NOx. Thus, the setting of a more stringent ozone standard 
might lead to tighter controls on their NOx emissions. 

The ozone standard affects a large percentage of the population: as of September 20 I 0, 119 
million people (nearly 40% of the U.S. population) lived in areas classified "non attainment" for 
the current ozone standard. The proposed revision would lower the primary (health-based) 
standard from 0.075 parts per million-75 parts per billion (ppb)-averaged over 8 hours to 
somewhere in the range of 70 to 60 ppb averaged over the same time. 

EPA has identified at least 515 counties that would violate the proposed ozone NAAQS if the 
most recent three years of data available at the time of proposal were used to determine 
attainment (compared to 85 counties that violated the standard in effect at that time). The 
proposal would also, for the first time, set a separate standard for public welfare, the principal 
effect of which would be to call attention to the damage by ozone to forests and agricultural 
productivity. 

As with other NAAQS, the standards, when finalized, would set in motion a long implementation 
process that has far-reaching impacts. The first step, designation of nonattainment areas, is 
expected to take place within a year of the new standards' promulgation; the areas so designated 
would then have 3 to 20 years to reach attainment. 

EPA is prohibited by the statute from considering costs in setting NAAQS, but it does prepare 
cost and benetit estimates for information purposes. The agency estimated that the costs of 
implementing the revised ozone NAAQS (for all sources of ozone precursors) would range from 
$19 billion to $25 billion annually in 2020 if the standard chosen is 70 ppb, or $52 billion to $90 
billion if the standard chosen is 60 ppb,49 with bene1its of roughly the same amount. 

Although the ozone NAAQS revision is one of the most expensive EPA rules under development, 
it is unlikely to have major impacts on electric generating units. Fuel combustion by electric 
utilities accounted for 13% of NOx emissions nationally in 2009, and less than I % of VOC and 
CO emissions. Thus, other sources account for most of the emissions and are likely to be the main 
focus of the emission controls necessary to reach attainment of the standard. Furthermore, to the 
extent that utility NOx emissions are targeted, it will likely be through the Cross-State Rule, or a 
successor to it, whose impacts were discussed above. The ozone NAAQS would primarily serve 
as a driver in the development of these other rules. 

As with the SO, NAAQS, EEl included the ozone NAAQS on its "train wreck" diagram, but 
neither EEl nor NERC considered the standard in their analyses. 

Particulate Matter 

A third NAAQS whose revision could affect coal-fired power plants is that for particulate matter 
(PM). The PM NAAQS, which includes standards for both coarse and fine particulates (PM JO and 
PM 25, respectively), was last revised in October 2006. The D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals 
remanded the PM,s standards to EPA in February 2009,50 so EPA is both condllcting the statutory 

"U.S. EPA, "Fact Sheet: Supplement to Ihe Regulatory Impact Analysis forOwne," January 7, 2010, at 
http://www.epa.gov/air/ozonepollution/pdfs/fs20100 1 06ria.pdt: 

50 American Farm Bureau Fcd'n v. EPA, 559 F.3d 512 (D.C. Cir. 2(09). 
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five-year review of the standard and responding to the D.C. Circuit decision. The agency expects 
to propose revised standards for both PM2s and PM,o by summer 2011, with promulgation 
perhaps taking plaee in 2012. 

EPA staff have recommended a strengthening of the PM NAAQS,51 but at this time, there is no 
proposal to be evaluated. Fuel combustion by electric utilities is the source of 8.3% of PM25 and 
3.5% ofPM lO • 

As with the other NAAQS, EEl included the PM NAAQS on its "train wreck" diagram, but 
neither EEl nor NERC considered the standard in their analyses. 

Revised Cooling Water Intake Rule 

Power plants withdraw large volumes of water for production and, especially, to absorb heat from 
their industrial processes. Water withdrawals by electric generating plants, used primarily for 
cooling, are the largest water use category by sector in the United States-201 billion gallons per 
day (EGO) in 2005. Although water withdrawal is a necessity for these facilities, it also presents 
special problems for aquatic resources. Cooling water intake structures (CWIS) can cause two 
types of environmental harm. First, impingement occurs when fish, invertebrates, and other 
aquatic life are trapped on equipment on intake screens at the entrance to the CWIS. Second, 
entrainment occurs when small organisms pass through the intake screening system, travel 
through the cooling system pumps and tubes, and then are discharged back into the source water. 
Impingement and entrainment injure or kill large numbers of aquatic organisms at all life stages. 
Section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) authorizes regulation of CWIS to protect such 
organisms from being harmed or killed. 

Regulatory efforts by EPA to implement Section 316(b) have a complicated history over 35 years, 
including legal challenges at every step by industry groups and environmental advocates. 
Currently most new facilities are regulated under rules issued in2001, while rules for existing 
facilities issued in 2004 were challenged and remanded to EPA for revisions. In response to the 
remand, in March 2011 EPA proposed national requirements expected to affect 559 existing 
electric generators; 483 are fossil-fuel facilities. The affected facilities comprise approximately 
I 1% of the steam electric generating facilities and over 45% of the electric power sector capacity 
in the United States. Publication of the CWIS proposal in the Federal Register on April 20 
triggered a 90-day public comment period that ends on August 18,2011 52 EPA is under a eourt­
ordered schedule to issue a final CWIS rule by July 27, 2012. 

Even before release, the proposed regulations were highly controversial among stakeholders and 
some Members of Congress who questioned whether a stringent and costly environmental 
mandate could jeopardize reliability of U.S. electricity supply. Many in industry feared, while 

51 On July 2, 2010, EPA released the Second External Review Draft o/its Policy AssessmentJor the Review of the 
Particlllate j\1atter NAAQS. The draft represented EPA staff's recommendations to the Administrator. It outlined 
options for revising both the fine and coarse particulate standard, both of which would make the standards more 
stringent The draft is available at http:/hvww.epa.gov/ttn/naaqs/standards/pm/s_pm_ 2007 _pa.htmL 

52 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System-Cooling Water Intake 
Structures at Existing Facilities and Phase I Facilities," 76 Federal Register 22174-22228. April 20, 2011. On July 20, 
EPA published a notice providing for 30 additional days of public comment beyond the time originally scheduled. to 
August 18,201 t. For information, see CRS Report R41786. Cooling fl'ater Intake Structures: Summary o/EPA's 
Proposed Rule, by Claudia Copeland. 
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environmental groups hoped, that EPA would require installation of technology called closed­
cycle cooling that most effectively minimizes the environmental damage of CWIS, but also is the 
most costly technology option. 

In its proposed rule, EPA evaluated four regulatory options expected to minimize the harm to 
aquatic species of CWIS at existing facilities, each with varying environmental benefits and 
costS.53 The agency concluded that closed-cycle cooling reduces CWIS impacts to a greater extent 
than other technologies, but declined to mandate closed-cycle cooling universally and instead 
favored a less costly, more flexible regulatory option. EPA's recommended approach would 
essentially codify current CWIS permitting procedures for existing facilities, which are based on 
site-specific determinations and have been in place administratively for some time because of 
legal challenges to previous rules. The agency based the conclusion to not mandate closed-cycle 
cooling on four factors: additional energy needed by electricity and manufacturing facilities to 
operate cooling equipment, and threats to reliability of energy delivery (i.e., energy penalty); 
additional air pollutants that would be emitted because fossil-fueled facilities would need to bum 
more fuel as compensation for the energy penalty; land availability concerns in some locations; 
and limited remaining useful life of some facilities such that retrofit costs would not be justified. 
EPA estimates that more than 90 of the 559 affected electric generators already have the 
technology required to demonstrate compliance with the proposed rule. 

Compliance with the rule, when promulgated in 2012, will be required as soon as possible. For 
individual facilities, specific compliance deadlines will be set when the facility next seeks to 
renew its existing CWA discharge permit; such permits are issued for five-year periods and then 
must be reissued by the permitting authority (state or EPA). Permitting agencies often allow 
facilities some time to come into compliance with new requirements. As proposed by EPA, for 
facilities already in compliance with the rule or needing to install technologies other than cooling 
towcrs, the compliance period is assumed to be a five-year period from 2013 to 2017. EPA 
expects that facilities required to install cooling towers for entrainment mortality control will 
require a longer period of time. Fossil-fuel electric power generating facilities would achieve 
compliance from 2018 to 2022.54 EPA estimated that the annual costs of the proposed rule will be 
$319 million, while benefits will be $17.6 million annually.55 EPA also estimated that a net nine 
generating units would be retired as a result of the rule. 56 EPA did not identify potential 
retirements by fuel source. 

Industry groups generally view the March 2011 proposal favorably (at least in comparison with 
what had been anticipated), although they favor stillmore flexibility, while environmental 
advocates are critical that the proposal does not mandate stricter technological options to provide 

53 Three of the regulatory options considered by EPA would require all existing electric generators covered by the rule 
to use screens to prevent impingement of fish, but they differ with respect to requiring closed-cycle cooling towers to 
prevent entrainment. The fourth option would allow permitting authorities to establish impingement and entrainment 
controls on a case-by-case basis for small and medium EGUs and would require uniform controls ior larger facilities. 
Thc agency's preferred option would require uniform impingement standards (i.e .. screens) for all power plants and 
case-by-casc determination of need for cooling to\vers for all facilities. 

54 EPA believes that permining authorities would need to coordinate outages by multiple power generating facilities in 
a geographic area so as to minimize impacts on reliability ofpO\ver generation. In these circumstances, EPA expects a 
facility could reasonably require as long as eight years to attain compliance. 

~~ Costs and benetits arc annualized over 50 years and discounted at a 3% rate. 

56 EP;\ concluded that 39 EGUs woold be retired, bot that 30 others would avoid closure because of EPA '$ 

recommendation ora rule that does not mandate cooling tov'icr retrofits. 
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grcater protection of aquatic resources. States will be responsible for most pennitting actions to 
implement the rule. Since many states are coping with constrained budgets, some of them favor a 
regulatory approach that requires them to make fewer case-by-case decisions. thus imposing less 
administrative cost. 

Prior to release of the EPA proposal, industry assumed that the agency would propose a more 
stringent rule with a more rapid timeline for compliance. Both EEl and NERC assumed that EPA 
would mandate that existing power plants retrofit by installing closed-cycle cooling systems. EEl 
assumed that the CWIS rule would affect 314 GW of capacity and a total of 400 electric 
generating units, at a cost of $16 billion through 2020. EEl did not estimate or separate out how 
many plant retirements would result from the anticipated CWIS rule. 

The NERC analysis assumed that mandatory cooling tower retrofits would be required by 2018, 
and on that basis, NERC concluded that the CWIS rule would be the most costly of the four EPA 
rules that it examined (although NERC did not estimate compliance costs for this rule), with the 
greatest likely impact on electricity capacity. NERC concluded that such a rule would lead to 
power plant retirements totaling 33 GW of capacity. However, NERC also concluded that only 
2.5 GW of that total would be coal-fired power plants (representing 94 coal steam units). 
According to NERC, the largest impact of such a CWIS rule would be on older oil- and gas-fired 
units, with 253 units totaling 30 GW of capacity expected to be economically vulnerable and thus 
likely to be retired. s7 

Revised Steam Electric Effluent Guidelines 

Under authority ofCWA Section 304, EPA establishes national technology-based regulations, 
called effluent limitation guidelines (ELGs), to reduce pollutant discharges from industries 
directly to waters of the United States and indirectly to municipal wastewater treatment plants. 
EPA has issued ELGs for 56 industries that include many types of dischargers. such as 
manufacturing and service industries. These requirements are incorporated into discharge permits 
issued by EPA and states. The current steam electric power plant rules,58 which were promulgated 
in 1982, apply to about 1,200 nuclear- and fossil-fueled steam electric power plants nationwide, 
500 of which are coal-tired. 

In a 2009 study, 59 EPA found that the current regulations do not adequately address the pollutants 
being discharged and have not kept pace with changes that have occurred in the electric power 
industry over the last three decades, specifically the increase of flue gas desulfurization (FGD) 
systems, or scrubbers, at coal-fired power plants to control air pollution. According to EPA, as of 
June 2008, 30% of coal-fired power plants were using FGD systems to control SO, emissions 
from the flue gas generated in the plants' boilers and prevent buildup of certain corrosive 
constituents such as chlorides, and by 2025, nearly 80% of coal-fired generating capacity is 
expected to employ FGD systems. While scrubbers dramatically reduce emissions ofhannful 
pollutants into the air, some create a significant liquid waste stream (especially wet scrubbers). In 
addition. discharges from coal combustion waste (CCW) ash impoundments at steam electric 

"NERC report. pp. 14-15. 

" 40 CFR ~ 423.10. 

')9 U.S. Environmental Protection A.gency, Steam Electric Power Generating Point Source Calegory: Final Detailed 
Study Report. EPA 821-R-09-008, October 2009. 
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power plants have a potential to degrade water quality. Concern about releases of CCW grew 
following the collapse of ash impoundment dams at Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) power 
plants, discussed further under "Coal Combustion Wastes," below. Pollutants of concern 
associated with FOD systems and CCW include a large number of metals (e.g., mercury, arsenic, 
chromium, and selenium), chloride, nitrogen compounds, and total dissolved and suspended 
solids. EPA believes that many current CWA permits for power plants do not fully address 
potential water quality impacts of these discharges through appropriate pollutant limits and 
monitoring and reporting requirements. 

Under the CWA , EPA has a duty to review existing ELOs at least every five years and, if 
appropriate, revise them. EPA had been studying the effluent limitations for the steam electric 
power generating category since the mid-1990s and on several occasions indicated that a 
preliminary study of discharges from this category was necessary, In 2009, environmental groups 
sued EPA to compel the agency to commit to a schedule for issuing revised guidelines, Pursuant 
to a November 8, 20 I 0 consent decree that it entered into with environmental litigants, EPA 
agreed to propose the revised power plant ELO by July 23, 2012, and to finalize the rule by 
January 31, 2014, The rulemaking will address wastewater discharges from CCW ash storage 
ponds and FGD air pollution controls, as well as other power plant waste streams.60 As with the 
CWIS rule discussed above, compliance with specific regulations, which cannot be anticipated at 
this time, will occur over several years with full compliance likely not required before 2019 or 
2020. 

Until EPA proposes a regulation, the substance, cost, and impact ofa rule are speculative. Still, 
even before EPA proposes a new ELO for power plants, the agency has launched an effort to 
scrutinize state-issued CWA discharge permits for power plants as an interim measure to address 
longstanding concerns that the permits need to be strengthened. In a June 2010 letter to 
environmental groups, EPA committed to reviewing at least 35 CWA permits for power plants 
before the end of 20 12 and simultaneously provided EPA regional offices with interim guidance 
to assist state and EPA pennitting authorities to establish appropriate requirements for power 
plant wastewater discharges,"J 

Since EPA has not proposed a revised steam electric power ELO rule, the agency has not 
provided a Regulatory Impact Analysis or cost estimate for such a rule. EEl included an ELO rule 
in the timeline shown in Figure 1, but did not analyze or project what a rule would look like, or 
what its impact might be. NERC did not include an ELG rule in its analysis, 

Coal Combustion Waste62 

Coal combustion waste (CCW) is inorganic material that remains after pulverized coal is burned 
for electricity production63 A tremendous amount of the material is generated each year-

6(l Separately, EPA also is considering regulation ofconl ash disposal sites under Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act, as discussed in this report under "Coal Combustion Wa.."te." 

61 James A. Hanlon, Director, EPA Office ofWastc\vater Management, '''National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NDES) Permitting of Wastewater Discharges tram Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD) and Coal Combustion 
Residuals (CCR) Impoundments at Steam Electric Power Plants," memorandum, June 7, 2010, on file with authors, 

62 This section of the report was written by Linda Luther~ Analyst in Environmental Policy. 

63 In its June 2010 regulatory proposal, EPA refers to the material as coal combustion residuals. It is also commonly 
referred to as coal combustion byproducts or materials. How the material is referred to generally depends on the 
(continued ... ) 
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industry estimates that as much as 135 million tons were generated in 2009, making it one ofthe 
largest waste streams generated in the United States. Disposal ofCCW onsite at individual power 
plants may involve decades-long accumulation of tons of dry ash (in a landfill) or wet ash slurry 
(in a surface impoundment) deposited at the site. 

On December 22, 2008, national attention was turned to risks associated with managing such 
large volumes of waste when a breach in a surface impoundmcnt pond at TVA's Kingston, TN, 
plant relca<;ed 1.1 billion gallons of coal fly ash slurry that damaged or destroyed homes and 
property. Beyond the potential for a sudden, catastrophic release from a surface impoundment, a 
more common threat associated with CCW management is the leaching of contaminants likely 
present in the waste, primarily heavy metals, resulting in surface or groundwater contamination. 
This risk is particularly high at unlined surface impoundments which are likely in common use 
today. 

The Kingston release also brought attention to how the waste is managed and regulated. CCW 
management is largely exempt from federal regulations and is regulated by individual states. State 
requirements generally apply to two broad categories ofCCW management-its disposal in 
landfills, surface impoundment, or mines, and its beneficial use (e.g., as a component in concrete, 
cement, or gypsum wallboard, or as structural or embankment fill). Inconsistencies and 
deficiencies in state regulatory programs have been identified by EPA as one reason that national 
standards to regulate CCW are nceded. More recently, EPA called into question thc effectiveness 
of some state regulatory programs for protecting human health and the environment. 

As discussed below, to establish a national standard necessary to address potential thrcats of 
improper management ofCCW to human hcalth and the environment, on June 21, 2010, EPA 
proposed two regulatory options.64 

Regulatory Background 

The evolution ofCCW regulation began in 1978 when EPA first proposed hazardous waste 
management regulations under Subtitle C ofthe Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA).65 However, in 1980, Congress amended the law to exclude CCW from regulation under 
Subtitle C, pending EPA's completion of a report to Congress and regulatory dctcrmination on 
whether hazardous waste regulations were warranted.66 In response, EPA published regulatory 
determinations in 1993 and 2000 retaining that exemption, concluding on both occasions that 
CCW did not warrant regulation as hazardous waste. However, in the 2000 determination EPA 
stated that national regulations under Subtitle D (applicable to non-hazardous solid waste) were 

(,.,continued) 

context in which it is being discussed, For example. coal combustion waste is generally destined for disposal, while 
coal combustion byproducts or residuals may be destined for some use such as a component in gypsum wallboard or 
cement. Regardless ofwhut it is called, these terms refer to the same substances, Since EPA's regulatory proposal 
primarily discusses issues associated \vith the materials' disposal, it is referred to here as coal combustion waste 
(CCW). 

64 U.S. EPA, "Hazardous and Solid Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Special Wastes; Disposal 
of Coal Combustion Residuals From Electric Utilities." 75 f),derai Regisler 35127-35264. June 21,2010. 

6S RCRA actually amends earlier legislation. the Solid Waste Disposal Act of 1965, but the amendments were so 
comprehensive that the act is commonly referred to as RCRA rather than by its official title, 

66 This exclusion was specified in Solid Wasle Disposal Act Amendments of 1980 (P.L. 96-482) at 42 U.s.C. 
6921(b)(3)(A)(i). The provisions are commonly referred to as the "Bevill Amendment" or the "Bevill exclusion." 
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warranted for CCW disposal in landfills and surface impoundments for reasons including new 
data about potential risks to human health and the environment and concerns about the adequacy 
of state regulatory programs. EPA stated that it would revise its determination that regulation 
under Subtitle C was not needed if it found that a need for such regulation was warranted. 

After accumulating new data regarding CCW management, in October 2009, EPA developed a 
draft regulatory proposal to list the material as hazardous waste under Subtitle C of RCRA. Under 
the draft proposal, EPA would establish land disposal and treatment standards for CCw. EPA 
cited several reasons for determining that regulation under Subtitle C was needed based on new 
data which showed that disposal in unlined landfills and surface impoundments presents 
substantial risks to human health and the environment from releases of toxic constituents, that a 
large amount of waste is still being disposed in units that lack necessary protections, and state 
programs have not been sufficiently improved to address gaps that EPA had previously 
identified.67 

Current Regulatory Proposal 

As a result of review by the Office of Management and Budget, EPA's draft proposal underwent 
substantial changes. The final proposal, published on June 21,2010, stated that the determination 
to revise the regulatory determination had not yet been made. It proposed two regulatory options 
for consideration. Under the first option, EPA would draw on its existing authority to list a waste 
as hazardous and to regulate it. The second option would keep the Subtitle C exclusion in place, 
but would establish national criteria applicable to landfills and surface impoundments under 
RCRA's Subtitle D non-hazardous solid waste requirements. Under Subtitle D, EPA does not have 
the authority to implement or enforce its proposed requirements. Instead, EPA would rely on 
states or citizen suits to enforce the new standards. JIowever, in support of the Subtitle D option, 
EPA cited industry's concern that labeling CCW as hazardous waste would stigmatize beneficial 
uses of the material and ultimately increase the amount that must be disposed.68 

The public comment period for EPA's proposal ended on November 19, 2010. It is unclear when, 
or if, EPA will ultimately promulgate a final rule. On March 3, 2011, EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson testified that she does not anticipate a final rule to be promulgated in 2011, due to the 
large number of public comments received. 69 

During several congressional hearings, some Members of Congress also have expressed concern 
over EPA's ultimate decision to regulate CCW. Their concerns about potential Subtitle C 
regulations relate primarily to the potential impacts those requirements may ultimately have on 
coal-producing states, state regulatory agencies, energy priccs, and CCW recycling opportunities. 
On the other hand, concerns expressed by other Members regarding the Subtitle D option 
generally relate to concerns that human health and the environment would not be sufficiently 
protected given EPA's lack of authority to enforce Subtitle D requirements. 

67 For more inllmnation about EPA's regulatory proposal, see CRS Report R41J41, EPA's Proposal /0 Regulale Coal 
Combustion Waste Disposal: Issues/or Congress. by Linda LUlher. 

68 Opponents of the Subtitle D option have argued the opposite point-that recycling may actually increase if disposal 
becomes more costly under the Subtitle C requirements. 

69 House Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on Interior. Environment, and Related Agencies. March 3. 
2011, EPA budget hearing. 
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EPA's Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) estimated potential costs and benefits associated with 
the 2010 regulatory proposal. The RIA estimated average annualized regulatory costs to be 
approximately $1.5 billion a year under the Subtitle C option and $587 million a year under the 
Subtitle D option. EPA also estimated annualized "regulatory benefits." Under the Subtitle C 
option. regulatory benefits would range widely depending on whether there would be increases in 
recycling due to added costs of disposal, or decreases in recycling due to possible "stigma" 
effects of regulating the material under Subtitle C70 EPA estimated that if a decrease in beneficial 
use were to occur, this could result in increased costs of$16.7 billion, while induced increases in 
recycling could result in a regulatory benefit of $7.4 billion a year. Under the Subtitle D option, 
the regulatory benefit is estimated to range from $85 million to $3 billion a year.71 

The EEl report estimated that if the Subtitle C option were adopted, costs would be considerably 
higher than projected by EPA, based largely on two costs that were not considered by EPA--{;Osts 
of retrofitting existing disposal units to meet new standards, and the costs of sending the waste to 
an offsite commercial hazardous wa'ite disposal facility. With regard to the first cost, neither of 
EPA's regulatory options would require existing landfills to be retrofitted to meet new regulatory 
standards as long as they install groundwater monitoring systems and implement corrective 
action, as needed, while existing surface impoundments would be required to be retrofitted. 
However, based on its past expcrience with surface impoundment regulations, EPA assumed that 
facilities would choose to close rather than retrofit. EEl assumed that some portion would retrofit. 
With regard to the second cost, EEl assumes that under potential Subtitle C requirements, siting 
or zoning restrictions and state or local ordinances would atlect a facility's decision to open a new 
CCW landfill. However, these factors are difficult to evaluate. Electric utilities currently operate 
CCW landfills on-site; no data have been presented that indicate that future landfills could not 
meet EPA's proposed location restrictions or design requirements or that additional restrictions 
would prohibit or limit the potential for on-site disposal. Further, according to industry 
statements, new CCW landfills are already built with liners and groundwater monitoring systems. 
Thus, there is litlle evidence to suggest that new Subtitle C standards would differ greatly from 
what has, up until now, been common industry practice. 

Other Regulatory Actions Affecting Coal Power 

EPA and other federal agencies (the Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation, in the 
Department of the Interior; and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) are developing a series of 
actions and regulatory proposals to reduce the harmful environmental and health impacts of 
surface coal mining, including a practice called mountaintop removal mining, in Appalachia. 
These actions would not affect electric power plants directly, and thus are not covered by EEl nor 
NERC in their studies. Nevertheless, numerous critics have included actions by EPA, the Corps of 
Engineers, and the Interior Department regarding mountaintop removal mining in Appalachia in 
what they term a "War on Coal." Some of these EPA-Corps-Interior actions are discussed in 
Appendix A to this report. 

70 Potential benefits to the Subtitle C option also included ground\vater protection benefits (e.g., human cancer 
prevention benefits) and remediation or cleanup costs avoidance after groundwater contamination or surface 
impoundment breach. 

71 For more detail on cost estimates. see 75 Federal Register 35134 and 35211-35220, June 21, 2010. 
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The Future for Coal-Fired Power 

Virtually all the analyses agree that coal will continue to playa substantial role in powering 
electric generation for decades to come. EPA, for example, in the Utility MACT RIA, concluded 
that coal-fired generation will be roughly the same in 2015 as it was in 2008, despite the impact 
of the MACT and other rules.n By 2030, the agency projects that 43% of the nation's electricity 
will still be powered by coal." (The current level is 45%.) EEl projected that coal will be 
responsible for 36% to 46% of electricity generation in 2020, depending on the scenario. 

There will be retirements of coal-fired capacity, however, as all of the analyses conclude. The 
number of these retirements, and the role of EPA regulations in causing them, are matters of 
dispute. The most extreme scenario in EEl's analysis showed 76 OW of coal-fired capacity 
retirements by 2020 (a little less than 25% of current capacity) as a result of the regulations it 
analyzed. As noted in the discussion of the individual regulations, in many cases EEl's analysis 
asslllned regulations far more stringent than EPA actually proposed. 

Thc units that would retire are the lea,t economic and/or those currently operating with minimal 
pollution controls. As noted in Figure 5, there are 110 OW of coal-fired plants (about one-third of 
all coal-fired capacity) that began operating between 1940 and 1969, and two-thirds of these 
plants do not have scrubbers. These are the prime candidates for retirement. 

72 Utility MACT RIA, p. 8-16; 2008 data are from U.S. DOE, Energy Intormation Administration, Electric Power 
AnnllaI2009, April 2011, Table 2.1, available at http://www.eia.gov/cneaficlcctricity/epaiepa_sulTI.html. 

73 Utility MACTRIA, p. 8-16. 
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Figure 5. Coal Plants by Age and Emission Controls 
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In many cases, these older plants are not base-load plants, so their significance as a percentage of 
coal-fired generation is less than one might assume from adding up their nominal capacity. In a 
presentation to congressional staff, Sue Tierney, a former Assistant Secretary of Energy, presented 
data showing that the pre-1970 units operating without emission controls are in use only 41 % of 
the time.74 

EPA's modeling confirmed that the plants likely to be retired are older, smaller, and less 
frequently used: the agency concludes, for example, that under the MACT rule the average unit to 
be retired will be 51 years old, with an average capacity of 109 Mw (versus 278 Mw for units that 
will continue operation), and has operated only 56% of the time.75 

Some ofthese units will be replaced by new capacity, of which some will be coal-fired, but most 
replacements are likely to be natural gas combined cycle units. Even before the advent of the 
"train-wreck" rules, very few coal-fired plants were being built. As shown in Figure 6, since 
1990, more than 80% of new capacity has been natural gas-fired. These plants are highly 
efficient; they are cost-competitive with coal; and they emit no SO" no mercury, and no other 
hazardous air pollutants. Without scrubber sludge to manage, they also do not need to meet 
effluent guidelines. Natural gas-fired power plants also have an advantage with regard to 
greenhouse gas (OHO) emissions: for the same amount of electric generation, they emit only half 
the OHOs of coal-fired units. 

74 Data obtained from Sue Tierney, "EPA Proposed Utility Air Toxics Rule -Managing Compliance in Reliable Ways," 
Congressional Staff Brie ling, May 9. 2011, p. 4. Hereaner, "Tierney presentation." Additional ealeulation by CRS. 

" Utility MACT RIA, p. 8-17. 
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In the last two years, gas has enjoyed a price advantage, as well. As one analyst notes: 

Since most of America's utilities have the ability to employ natural gas fired power plants in 
lieu of coal fired power plants when natural gas is priced advantageously, utilities have been 
ramping up natural gas consumption and reducing their usage of coal. With the price of 
Central Appalachian (CAPP) coal currently trading at $73 per ton, up from $60 per ton for 
much of last year, a recent study by Credit Suisse (CS) indicates that natural gas prices 
would need to rise to approximately $6.30 per mcf[thousand cubic feet] before coal and 
natural gas trade at parity for electricity generation." 

Gas is currently trading at around $4.50 per mcr, with futures contracts through 2014 generally 
trading below $6.00.77 

Train Wreck? 

Is there a train wreck coming for coal-fired power? The answer depends on the individual facility. 
Older, smaller, less efficient units already face a train wreck. In 20 I 0, 48 of them with a 
combined capacity of 12 GW were retired, according to one source.78 Another source identifies 
149 coal-fired units with a combined capacity of 19.7 GW whose retirement has been announced 
or implemented in the past few years. J9 ln recent weeks, as utilities weigh the cost of retrofitting 
and operating their older units, more retirements have been announced.so 

76 Bill Powers, "Natural Gas vs, Oil and Coal." Financial Sense~ February 1, 2011. at http://\vww.financialsense.com/ 
contributors/bil!-powers/natural-gas-vs-oil-and-coal. 

17 Commodity Futures Price Quotes for NYMEX Natural Gas, at http://futures.tradingcharts,com/marketquotes! 
NG.html. 

78 Sierra Club, "2010. Outlook Dimmed for Coal: Year End State of Coal Report." Press Release, December 22,2010, 
at http://action,sierrac1ub.orgisite/Mcssage Viev,!er?em _"id= 19280 1.0. 

79 See Source Watch, "Coal Plant Retirements," at http://www.sourcewatch,org/index.php?titlc= 
Coal_plantJetiremcnts#Table_1 :_Agc_of_U.S._ CoatPlants. Of the 149 units listed, all but 15 were built before 1973. 

80 American Electric Power announced in early June that it wil! retire 6 GW of coal~fircd capacity~ about one~fourth of 
the capacity of its coal~fired fleet, and \",ill retrofit an additional gigawatt to burn natural gas. TV A, in April, announced 
that it will retire 18 coal-fired units, replacing them witb low emission or zero-emission electricity sources. including 
renewable energy, natural gas, nuclear power, and energy efficiency. 
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But this does not mean that the newer (post-1970) coal-fired facilities that have invested in 
pollution controls over the years will be shuttered. Most of them already comply with many ofthe 
proposed rules, or if not, they can do so with modest modifications to their pollution control 
equipment. A train wreck for this group scems unlikely. 

In between the two ends ofthe spectrum are facilities that are efficient enough or playa 
sufficiently vital role in meeting regional demand that the economics likely would justify their 
retrofit. For these facilities, the key questions are whether there will be sufficient time to act, and 
whether the reliability of the electric grid will be affected as they are taken off-line for 
modification. 

Timing and Reliability Isslles 

It is dIfficult to generalize about the timing and system reliability issues. Several utilities state that 
they will have difficulty meeting the deadlines. In congressional testimony, April 15,2011, 
Thomas A. Fanning, the Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer of The Southern 
Company, which provides electricity to 4.4 million customers in the Southeastern United States, 
stated: 

The reliability of the nation's electric generating system is at risk because of the number of 
new rules and regulations applicable to power plants. The stringency ofthese regulations, the 
lack of flexibility likely to be provided within these regulations, and, above all, the 
compliance schedules that will be required put reliability at risk. Accelerated plant 
retirements and shutdowns triggered by the Utility MACT rule will cause reserve capacity to 
plummet, increasing the likelihood and severity of service disruptions." 

In announcing the retirement of one-fourth of its coal-fired generation, June 9, 20 II, American 
Electric Power's Chairman and CEO, Michael G. Morris, in a press release, stated: 

We support regulations that achieve long-term environmental benefits while protecting 
customers, the economy and the reliability of the electric grid, but the cumulative impacts of 
the EPA's current regulatory path have been vastly underestimated, particularly in Midwest 
states dependent on coal to fuel their economies. We have worked for months to develop a 
compliance plan that will mitigate the impact of these rules for our customers and preserve 
jobs, but because ofthe unrealistic compliance time lines in the EPA proposals, we will have 
to prematurely shut down nearly 25 percent of our current coal-fueled generating capacity, 
cut hundreds of good power plant jobs, and invest billions of dollars in capital to retire, 
retrofit and replace coal-fueled power plants." 

Others, however, cite historical experience and available indicators to argue that timing and 
system reliability will not be a problem. Michael Bradley, representing the Clean Energy Group, a 
coalition of electric power companies with over 200 GW of electric generating capacity, 
including 105 G W of fossil-fuel fired capacity, testified that: 

8! Testimony of Thomas A. Fanning. "Recent EPA Ru!emakings Relating to Boilers, Cement Manufacturing Plants, 
and Utilities," Hearing, House Energy and Commerce Committee, Subcommittee on Energy and Power, April 15, 
2011. p. 13. 

82 "AEP Shares Pial! For Compliance With Proposed EPA Regulations." press release. June 9. 2011. at 
http://www.acp.com/envi ronmenta !(news!? id= 1697 . 

Congressional Research Sen/ice 32 



112 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00118 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
09

6

EPA's Regulation o[ Coal-l'ired Power: Is a "Train Wreck" Coming? 

The Utility Toxics Rule provides the business certainty the electric sector needs to move 
forward with capital invcstment decisions; 

• While not perfect, the proposal is reasonable and consistent with the requirements of the 
Clean Air Act; 

• The electric sector is well positioned to comply; and 

• The Clean Air Act provides sufficient time to comply as well as the authority to 
accommodate special circumstances where additional time is necessary. Sl 

The Institute of Clean Air Companies, which represents the pollution control industry, states that 
utilities installed 60 GW of scrubbers and 20 GW of selective catalytic reduction (SCR) between 
2008 and 20] O. (See Figure 7.) In the early 2000s, in response to the NOx SIP Call, the industry 
installed 96 GW ofSCR in a five-year period while successfully maintaining system reliability. 
This was a "much more capital and manpower intensive effort" than the Utility MACT will be, 
according to David Foerter, the group's Executive Director.84 

81 Testimony of Michael Bradley. "Recent EPA Rulemakings Relating to Boilers, Cement Manufacturing Plants, and 
Utilities," l:1earing, House Energy and Commerce Committee, Subcommittee on Energy and Power, April15 t 2011. p. 
1 

84 David C. Focrtcr, Executive Director, Institute of Clean Air Companies, "EPA's Proposed Utility Air Taxies Rule:" 
Presentation to Congressional Staff, May 9. 2011. p. 6. 
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Source: David C. Foerter, Executive Director, Institute of Clean Air Companies, "EPA's Proposed Utility Air 
Toxics Rule." Presentation to Congressional Staff, May 9, 2011. 

Notes: SCR = Selective Catalytic Reduction technology to reduce NOx emissions. FGD = Flue Gas 
Desulfurization, commonly referred to as a scrubber. 

If necessary. as shown in Figure 6, the industry is capable of adding new generating capacity in a 
short time. From 2000-2003, electric companies added over 200 OW of new capacity, far more 
than any of the analyses suggest will be needed in the 2011-2017 timeframe. 

A December 2010 analysis by FBR Capital Markets concluded that even the incremental 
retirement of 45 OW by 2014 (which appears to be more than EPA's rules will effect) would have 
little effect on electricity reserve margins:"' "Summer reserve margins are currently 26% across 
the U.S. and are likely to decline only to 24% by 2014 in a draconian scenario in which 45 OW of 
generation is retired.'·86 FBR otfers the caveat that electricity reserve margins are a regional, not a 
national matter; but its analysis of ei~ht NERC regions found reserve margins of 16.8% to 37.8% 
under its "draconian" 2014 scenario. 7 

Other studies suggest that proper planning can prevent a train wreck. even in worst-case 
scenarios. Much depends on whether individual utilities have already begun planning for the 

85 Only three of EEl's nine scenarios resulted in that many retirements, and all three assumed regulations far more 
stringent than EPA has proposed. 

80 FrIR Capital Markets, Coal Retirements in Perspective Quantifj.ing the EPA Rules. December 13.2010. p. 18. 

"Ibid., p. 19. NERC considers 15% to be the necessary planning reserve margin. See NERC, "Reliability Indicators: 
Planning Reserve Margin," at http://ww\. .... ,ncrc.comJpage.php?cid=4%7C331%7C373. 
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implementation of the rules, including lining up engineers to design modifications, and 
conducting preliminary discussions with permitting authorities and grid operators regarding the 
required steps. This point is stressed by analysts on all sides ofthe issue. For example, Sue 
Tierney, after reviewing several studies, states: 

The studies' results do not mean that there will be resources gaps; they make it clear that 
action needs to be taken soon 

These studies serve as a "call to action" ... 

Several are explicit in saying that they have identified resource gaps in order to signal 
that action is needed." 

NERC's study is one ofthose to which Tierney refers. NERC concluded that, "Regulators, system 
operators, and industry participants should employ available tools to ensure Planning Reserve 
Margins while forthcoming EPA regulations are implemented."s9 Perhaps more importantly, it 
stated: "NERC should further assess the implications of the EPA regulations as greater certainty 
or finalization emerges around industry obligations, technologies, time lines, and targets.,,9{) Given 
that the NERC study assumed far more stringent requirements than EPA proposed for both the 
Cooling Water Intake and Utility MACT rules, a NERC reassessment could be informative. 

On August 1,2011, in response to a letter from Senator Lisa Murkowski. the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) weighed in on the debate over reliability. FERC stated that its 
" ... preliminary assessment showed 40 GW of coal-fired generating capacity 'likely' to retire, 
with another 41 "GW 'very likely' to retire ... ,',91 FERC did not reach conclusions as to whether 
such retirements would cause reliability problems, and it went to some lengths to stress the 
limitations of its analysis. Of particular note, despite the August I date, FERC's analysis was not 
based on information available at that time. It assumed that once-through cooling water systems 
would have to be replaced with closed-loop systems,92 for example, which is not what EPA had 
proposed in March 2011. The analysis also did not take into account EPA's July finalization of the 
Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, which, in comparison to the earlier (proposed) version of the rule, 
provided additional flexibility for compliance. The Chairman's letter concluded: " ... this informal 
assessment offered only a preliminary look at how coal-fired generating units could be impacted 
by EPA rules, and is inadequate to usc as a basis for decision-making, given that it used 
information and assumptions that have changed. ,,93 

Price and Availability of Natural Gas 

The EEl and NERC reports said that EPA rules would make coal-fired power more expensive so 
that utilities would retire additional coal-burning units (i.e., beyond those they already plan to 
retire) and replace them with alternative generation that emits fewer pollutants, leading to a drop 

as Tierney presentation, p. 9. 

89 NERC report. p. VII. 

qo Ibid. 

" "FERC Response to Senator Murkowski, Proposed EPA Rule," Attachment to letter of Jon Wellinghoff, FERC 
Chairman, et al.. to Ilon. Lisa Murkowski, August 1,201 I. p. 5. 

92 Ibid., p. 2. 

9) Ibid., cover letter, p. I. 
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in coal-fired generation and equal or greater increase for natural gas. From one perspective, the 
train wreck debate appears to be a coal-vs.-natural gas argument. The debate is not entirely that 
simple, however, because gas-burning power plants will be subject to some of the new rules, too. 
Some rules may affect coal-fired power plants disproportionately compared with other plants, 
while other rules, such as the cooling water intake proposal, may affect non-coal-fired power 
plants to a greater extent. 

The primary impacts of many of the rules discussed here will be on coal-fired plants more than 40 
years old that have not, until now, installed state-of-the-art pollution controls. Many of these 
plants are inefficient and are being replaced by more efficient combined cycle natural gas plants. 

In EEl's analysis (and perhaps in the others that use the Integrated Planning ModeI94
), a key 

variable is the assumed price of natural gas. The price of gas in EEl's refcrence case rises 
somewhat compared to today's price of about $4.50 per MMBtu, but it remains below $6.00 per 
MMBtu every year from now until 2035 95 This is inexpensive gas, by the standards of recent 
history, as much as one-third below the price in each of the years 2004-2008. The low prices 
apparently reflect recent reports that future supplies of gas are projected to be abundant.96 

In the other scenarios modeled by EEl (i.e., the scenarios showing the impact of EPA's expected 
regulations), the gas price ranged from about $5.50 to $7.50 per MMBtu over the 25 years 
through 2035. The higher prices presumably are the result of increased demand as some EGUs 
switch from coal to gas as a compliance strategy. These prices would also be below 2004-2008 
prices in most cases.97 

What the model showed in most of EEl's scenarios, then, is that, because the price of gas was 
projected to remain low, coal-powered units would be retired or converted to natural gas as EPA 
imposes the regulatory requirements under consideration. 

Two of EEl's scenarios, however, used different assumptions regarding gas prices: they 
artificially assumed that gas costs either $1.50 or $3.00 per MMBtu more than the model's supply 
curve showed. With more expensive gas, fewer coal-powered facilities would be retired: in the 
extreme ($3.00 more) case, 17 GW were retired, compared to 57-71 GW in the same case with 
lower-priced gas98 

What these scenarios tell us is that utilities will look at the impending regulations and decide what 
to do largely based on their assumptions regarding the cost of the alternatives-natural gas 
(where it's available) being the most often discussed, but others include conservation, wind, and 
other renewable resources. If thcy expect the price of gas to remain low or the cost of other 
alternatives to be competitive, their primary method of compliance likely will be to retire old coal 
plants and switch to gas or the alternatives. If they expect the price of gas or other alternatives to 
be high, they'll invest the money in retrofitting the coal plants to reduce their emissions. 

9' The Integrated Planning Model. developed by ICF Inc., is used by EPA, EEl, and others to model the impacts of 
environmental regulations on the electric pO\ver industry. 

95 Natural gas price projections are shown on page 58 of the EEl report. 

96 The comparison is to EIA data shown in Figure 4- above, 

97 AI! the scenarios. including the Reference case. assume a brief price peak in 2015, with prices declining for the next 
15-20 years thereafter. 

" EEl report, Table 3.1. 
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As the NERC report stated: 

Unit retirement is assumed when the generic required cost of compliance with the proposed 
environmental regulation exceeds the cost of replacement power. ... For the purpose of this 
assessment, replacement power costs were based on new natural gas generation capacity. If 
the unit's retrofit costs are less than the cost of replacement power, then the unit is marked to 
be upgraded and retrofitted to meet the requirements of the potential environmental 
regulation., i.e., it is not considered "economically vulnerablc" for retirement99 

As utilities attempt to forecast the price of natural gas, their conclusions will be based in large 
part on assumptions as to whether gas will be available in sufficient quantities to meet the 
increased demands of electric power generation. Natural gas faces its own controversies, as 
domestic production increasingly relies on "unconventional" sources such as shale, from which 
gas is obtained by hydraulic fracturing. (For additional information on this practice, see CRS 
Report R41760, Hydraulic Fracturing and Safe Drinking Water Act Issues, by Mary Tiemann and 
Adam Vann.) Nevertheless, a 2009 NERC report stated: 

Concerns regarding the availability and deliverability of natural gas have diminished during 
2009 as North American production has begun to trend upward due to a shift toward 
unconventional gas production from shale, tight sands. and coal-bed methane reservoirs. In 
its latest biennial assessment, the Polential Gas Committee increased U.S. natural gas 
resources by nearly 45 percent to 1,836 TCF [trillion cubic feet], largely because of increases 
in unconventional gas across many geographic areas. Pipeline capacity has similarly 
increased, by IS BCFD [billion cubic feet per day] in 2007 and 44 BCFD in 2008, with an 
incrcase of 35 BCFD expccted in 2009. Storage capacity has also increased substantially. 100 

In short, the "train wreck" facing the coal-fired electric generating industry, to the extent that it 
exists, is being caused by cheap, abundant natural gas as much as by EPA regulations. As John 
Rowe, Chairman and CEO of ExeIon Corporation. recently stated: "These regulations will not kill 
coal.... In fact, modeling done on the impacts of these rules shows that up to 50% of retirements 
are due to the current economics of the plant due to natural gas and coal prices.,,'Ol 

Legislation 

Congress has shown a great deal of interest in the forthcoming EPA power plant rules and related 
Administration activities, with both proponents and opponents of EPA action circulating "Dear 
Colleague" letters and hearings held or scheduled by several House and Senate committees. 
Legislation to prevent or delay EPA action has passed the House, and more legislation is 
considered likely. Some recent proposals are broad in nature, targeting EPA generally or a lengthy 
list of specifics, while others focus more narrowly on individual rules or actions. 

99 NERC report. p. 6. 

100 NERC, 2009 Long-Term Reliability Assessment: 2009-2018, October 2009, p. 4, available at hup:!!www.nerc.com! 
files/2009_LTRA.pdf. 

101 John W. Rowe, "Energy Policy: Above All, Do No Ham>," Remarks as Prepared, American Enterprise Institute. 
March 8, 2011. p. 7. Exelon is one ofthe largest electric and gas utility companies in the United States, scrving 13 
million people in Illinois and Pennsylvania. 
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One such broad bill is H.R. 2401, the Transparency in Regulatory Analysis oflmpacts on the 
Nation (TRA IN) Act of 20 II. It would establish a panel of representatives of federal agencies to 
report to Congress by August 2012 on the cumulative economic impact of a number of listed EPA 
rules, guidelines, and actions concerning clean air and waste management. The House Energy and 
Commerce Committee approved this bill on July 13. Similar legislation introduced in the Senate, 
S. 609, the Comprehensive Assessment of Regulations on the Economy Act of 20 II, would direct 
the Department of Commerce to form a panel to review the cumulative energy and economic 
impacts of specific rules proposed or finalized by EPA or expected soon. Both bills would cover 
rules discussed in this report. Impetus for this type of legislation is the widely expressed concern 
that when EPA analyzes impacts of individual regulations, it does not consider costs imposed by 
multiple rules taking effect more or less simultaneously. Another bill, H.R. 1872 (the 
Employment Protection Act of 2011) would require EPA to consider the impact on employment 
levels and economic activity prior to issuing a regulation, policy statement, guidance, or other 
requirement, implementing any new or substantially altered program, or issuing or denying any 
clean water or other permit. Companion Senate legislation is S. 1292. 

Even before the start of the 112'h Congress, House Republican leaders signaled that House 
committees would scrutinize EPA's rulemaking decisions, including by withholding funding for 
prospective rules and de-funding previously promulgated rUles. I02 This was demonstrated when 
the House passed H.R. I, a full-year continuing appropriations resolution for FY20 II, in 
February. As passed by the House, the bill contained more than 20 provisions restricting or 
prohibiting the use of appropriated funds to implement various regulatory activities under the 
EPA's jurisdiction-including many discussed in this report. IO

, (On March 9, the Senate failed to 
approve the House-passed bill and subsequently also did not agree to a substitute text (S.Amdt. 
49) that contained different funding levels and generally omitted the EPA regulatory provisions in 
the House-passed bill.) Final legislation that provided full-year appropriations for EPA (P.L. 112-
10) did not include the restrictive provisions in the House-passed bill. Subsequently, many of 
these same provisions were included as general provisions in legislation providing FY2012 
appropriations for EPA (H.R. 2584), which the House considered in July but took no final action 
on before Congress recessed in early August. As reported by the Iiouse Appropriations 
Committee, H.R. 2584 contains policy provisions that would, for example, prohibit EPA from 
spending appropriating funds to propose or promulgate rules for greenhouse gas emissions from 
stationary sources; to modify the PM NAAQS; to finalize or implement the cooling water intake 
rule; or to propose or implement a coal combustion ash rule. The bill also includes a provision 
similar to H.R. 2401, described above. 

Several bills concerned with specific rules discussed in this repOli also have been introduced. 

The House approved legislation to restrict EPA authority and to repeal a dozen EPA regulatory 
actions dealing with greenhouse gases (H.R. 910) on April 7. In the Senate, an amendment 
identical to H.R. 910 (S.Amdt. 183) failed on a vote of 50-50. 

As discussed elsewhere in this report (Appendix A), EPA's January 2011 veto ofa CWA permit 
for a West Virginia surface coal mining project has been very controversial, including in 
Congress, and raised questions about adequate coal supplies for power plants. In the 1 12th 

102 Honorable Jerry Lewis. letter to EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson, November 29.2010, on file with authors. 

103 For information, see CRS Report R41698, HR. I Full-Year FY]O]] Continuing Resolution: Overview of 
Environmental Protection Agef1(v (EPA) Provisions. by Robert Esworthy. 
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Congress, legislation has bccn introduced to remove EPA's veto authority from the CWA (H.R. 
517), and a number of other bills to modify or clarify this portion of the law also have been 
introduced (H.R. 457/S. 272, H.R. 46S/S. 960, and H.R. 20 IS). A subcommittee of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held hearings on these issues in May, and on July 
13, the House passed H.R. 201S. Several provisions in this bill would limit EPA's authority to 
provide oversight of states' implementation of the CWA; it would allow the agency to veto a 
Section 404 permit only with concurrence of the state where the subject discharge originates. As 
passed, the bill also includes a provisions similar to H.R. IS72, described above; it would require 
EPA to consider economic impacts before promulgating any clean water rule, or issuing or 
denying a clean water permit. 

Also in the 112th Congress, two bills have been proposed that would prohibit CCW from being 
regulated under Subtitle C of RCRA-H.R. 1391 (the Recycling Coal Combustion Residuals 
Accessibility Act of2011, or the RCCRA Act) and H.R. 1405. On June 21, 2011, a House Energy 
and Commerce Committee subcommittee approved H.R. 1391. 104 

Beyond Congress, some state legislatures also have taken interest in EPA's regulatory activity. In 
February, the American Legislative Exchange Council issued a report identifying a number of 
strategies that statcs could use to oppose EPA's actions: adopting resolutions, conducting 
enhanced legislative review of state regulations, and enacting bills to assert state sovereignty. lOS 

Resolutions critical of EPA's actions have been introduced in several state legislatures this year. 

Concluding Thoughts About the "Train Wreck" 
Analyses 

EEl, NERC, and other recent reports describe scenarios and potential impacts of EPA rules, 
including projected need for additional power plant capacity or potential reliability problems, that 
depend on a number of assumptions such as the stringency of the rules or expected tight 
compliance deadlines, many of which differ greatly from what EPA has actually proposed or 
promulgated. Also, because most of the reports try to look collectively at EPA rules, to the extent 
a proposed or promulgated rule differs from some of these assumptions. it can bc difficult to 
separate out one rule's projected impacts from the report's overall conclusions about multiple 
rules. 

Some of the reports project impacts on power plants and electricity supply nationwide, some 
project impacts on a regional basis. In reality, evaluating regulatory impacts, compliance costs, 
and possible retirement decisions depends on facility-specific considerations-micro, not macro. 
Utilities and states will be affected di1TerentIy. Rules when actually proposed or issued may well 
differ enough that investment or retirement decisions look entirely different. Technology options 
available to a unit or plant depend on the specific rule, and compliance costs may be less than 

104 For more information, go to the House Energy and Commerce Committee hearing \veb page, "Fossil Fuel 
Combustion Waste Regulation." http://republicans.encrgycommerce.house.gov/hearings/hearingdetaiJ.aspx?NewsID= 
8474. 

IDS American Legislative Exchange Council, "EPA's Regulatory Train Wreck. Strategies tor State Legislators," 
February 20 II. http://www.alec.org/AM/Template.efm''Section=EPAT rain Wreck& l'emplate=ICMI 
ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentlD=15364. According to its website, the American Legislative Exchange Council is an 
organization of conservative state lawmakers. 
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projected. Even some units with high assumed control costs, or others that look to be marginal 
economically, may install controls and continue to operate. Many utilities have already installed 
technology needed to comply with new rules; for them, costs will be minimal: EPA said that, with 
regard to the most expensive proposed rule, the Utility MACT, more than half of the coal-fired 
units fall in this category. The EEl and NERC reports did not account for the fact that plants' 
compliance costs may be less because of investments already made in pollution control 
equipment. 

Frequently overlooked in analyses of EPA regulations are the benefits to public health and the 
environment that will occur, benefits that for the most part are difficult to monetize. EPA does 
estimate benefits of individual rules, while acknowledging that it is challenging to quantify 
benefits due to data limitations and uncertainties in approaches used to value benefits. The costs 
of the rules may be large, but, in most cases, the benefits are larger, especially estimated public 
health benefits. Neither the EEl nor the NERC report addresses benefits. 

Although much of the current critical attention to EPA's regulations has focused on rules affecting 
power plants, especially coal-fired power plants, the rules discussed here are only part of EPA's 
statutory mandate and regulatory agenda, and there are controversies about many of these other 
rules, as well, such as a MACT rule to control toxic air pollutants from commercial and industrial 
boilers and several Clean Water Act rules concerning water quality standards and pennits.106 
Fliliher, concerns about impacts of EPA rules have been raised by a range of individual 
companies and trade associations representing regulated entities beyond the electric utility sector, 
such as agriculture, chemical manufacturers, water utilities, and others. 'O? 

Several other conclusions bear repeating: 

• The studies sponsored by industry groups (EEl and NERC) were written before 
EPA proposed most of the rules whose impacts they analyze, and they assumed 
that the rules would impose more stringent requirements than EPA proposed in 
many cases. 

• Of the regulations so far proposed, the Utility MACT, which will set standards 
for power plant emissions of mercury and other hazardous air pollutants, appears 
to be the most expensive. EPA's analysis concluded that it will impose annual 
costs of $1 0 billion to $11 billion annually 

Other rules that industry expected to impose major costs now appear less likely 
to do so. The Cooling Water Intake rule. for example, proposes a less costly, 
more flexible regulatory option than EEl and NERC anticipated. Further, NERC 
believes that few coal-fired EGUs will be affected by this rule. which will have 
greater impact on older, oil-fired units. The Coal Combustion Waste Rule has 
been delayed, with no deadline for promulgation. 

• For coal-fired plants, the primary impacts will be on units more than 40 years old 
that have not, until now, installed state-of-the art pollution controls. Many of 

106 For additional ini(Jrmation. see CRS Report R41561. EPA Regulations: Too Much, Too Liltle. or 0" Track? by 
James E. McCarthy and Claudia Copeland. 

107 Regarding agriculture's interest in EPA ruies, see CRS Report R41622, Environmental Regulation and Agriculture, 
coordinated by Megan Stubbs. 
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these plants are inefficient, and are being replaced hy more efficient combined 
cycle natural gas plants. 

Lower prices for natural gas and recent increases in its projected availability may 
reduce the impact of the proposed rules on electric utilities and consumers, 
although they may lead to more retirements of coal-fired units. 

There is a substantial amount of excess generation capacity at present, due in part 
to the recession and also due to the large number of natural gas combined cycle 
plants constructed in the last decade. muting reliability concerns. 

Implementation 

Finally, several other points regarding the timing of implementation of EPA rules are worth 
underlining: 

Many proposed and "pre-proposal" rules linger for years without heing 
promulgated; thus, many of the EPA actions described here may not be finalized 
or take etlect for some time. They may also be substantially altered hefore they 
become final (i.e., before sources of pollution actually are affected by control 
requirements), as a result of the proposal and public comment process, and/or 
judicial review. 

• Although EPA generally announces a schedule under which it plans to propose 
and promulgate rules, experience suggests that proposal and promulgation may 
take longer than estimated, particularly in cases that do not have court-ordered 
deadlines. 

• Even court-ordered dates for proposal or promulgation may change. It is not 
uncommon for EPA to request extensions of time, often due to the need to 
analyze extensive comments. 

• Promulgation of standards is not the end of the road. Virtually all major EPA 
regulatory actions are subjected to court challenge. frequently delaying 
implementation for years. As noted earlier, many of the regulatory actions 
descrihed here are the result of courts remanding and/or vacating rules 
promulgated by previous administrations. 

• In many cases, EPA rules must be adopted hy states to which the relevant 
program has been delegated. Moreover, many states require that the legislature 
review new regulations before the new rules would take effect. 

For many rules, actions hy states may be more significant than what EPA does, 
because the CAA, CWA, and RCRA allow states to adopt more stringent 
requirements. For example, EPA's cooling water intake proposal does not 
mandate installation of costly closed-cycle cooling systems at all existing power 
plants. At the same time, an EPA rule does no! preclude states from imposing 
such a mandate, as has occurred and is occurring in several locations (e.g., New 
York, California, Delaware, and New Jersey). 

Standards for stationary sources under the air, water, and solid waste laws are 
generally implemented through permits, which would he individually issued hy 
state permitting authorities after the standards take effect. When finalized, a 
permit would generally include a compliance schedule, typically giving the 
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permittee several years for installation ofrequired control equipment. Existing 
sources generally will have several years following promulgation and effective 
dates of standards, therefore, to comply with any standards. 

In short, the road to EPA regulation is rarely a straight path. There are numerous possible causes 
of delay. It would be unusual if the regulatory actions described here were all implemented on the 
anticipated schedule, and even if they were, existing facilities would often have several years 
before being required to comply. Unable to account for such factors, which will vary from case to 
case, timelines that show dates for proposal and promulgation of EPA standards effectively 
underestimate the complexities of the regulatory process and overstate the near-tenn impact of 
many of the regulatory actions. 

Congressional Research Service 42 



122 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00128 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
10

6

EPA's Regulation 0,. Coal-Tired Power: Is a HTrain Wreck" Coming? 

Appendix A. Regulatory Actions Affecting 
Mountaintop Removal Mining 

EPA and other federal agencies (the Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation, in the 
Department of the Interior; and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) are developing a series of 
actions and regulatory proposals to reduce the harmful environmental and health impacts of 
surface coal mining, including a practice called mountaintop removal mining, in Appalachia. 
These actions would not affect electric power plants directly. and thus were not covered by EEl 
nor NERC in their studies. Thus, CRS did not include these regulations in the discussion of the 
"train wreck" issues in the body of this report. Nevertheless, numerous critics of EPA have 
included EPA, Corps of Engineers, and Interior Department actions in what they term a "War on 
Coal." The actions, announced in a June 2009 interagency Memorandum of Understanding, are 
intended to tighten regulation and strengthen environmental reviews of permit requirements under 
the CWA and the SLlrface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA). 

Also in June 2009, EPA and the Army Corps signed a specific agreement detailing criteria that 
will be used to coordinate and expedite review of pending CWA permit applications for surface 
coal mining operations in Appalachia. The agencies are conducting detailed reviews of79 permit 
applications to evaluate the permits in order to limit environmental impacts of the proposed 
activities. This review is proceeding slowly. In June 2010, the Army Corps suspended the use ofa 
particular CWA general permit for surface coal mining activities in Appalachia and proposed a 
rule to prohibit its use entirely; a finalized rule, cxpccted in 2012, would apply more stringent 
CWA rules to these coal mining operations. JOs 

In April 2010 EPA released an interim guidance memorandum that seeks to clarify the agency's 
tightened requirements for surface coal mining in Appalachia. The guidance will be applied as a 
framework for EPA's approval of all pending and future reviews of permits to dispose of coal 
mining waste and other types of Appalachian surface coal mining discharges that are authorized 
by the CWA. Among other items, the interim guidance sets strict numeric limits on conductivity 
levels in waters affectcd by mining activities. Conductivity is a measure of the level of salinity in 
water associated with discharges of selenium and total dissolved solids that are associated with 
coal mining wastes. Based on recent scientific litcrature, EPA has concluded that conductivity 
above certain levels in Appalachian streams presents a reasonable potential to harm stream biota. 

Conductivity, and its use in assessing coal mining impacts on water quality, has become a focus 
of debate. According to EPA, the 20 I 0 interim guidance is not intended to bring a complete halt 
to surface coal mining in Appalachia, but to force the industry to adopt practices that will 
minimize harmful impacts. Environmental groups support the guidance document and EPA's use 
of conductivity to assess water quality impacts, but industry groups have been highly critical, 
asserting that the science linking conductivity to water quality impairment is uncertain and that 
acceptable numeric levels arc arbitrary. Lawsuits challenging the guidance have been brought by 
thc States of Kentucky and West Virginia, as well as individual coal companies and trade 
associations. In January 20 II, a federal judge who is hearing one of the challenges denied 
industry's request to block implementation of the guidance. but also denied the government's 

108 U.S. Department of the Army. Corps of Engineers, "Suspension orNationwide Permit 2l," 75 Pederal Register 
347l1-347l4. June l8. 2010. 
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request to dismiss the case. EPA is working on revised guidance that incorporates public 
comments, scientific reviews, and experience of implementing the 20 I 0 guidance. Final guidance 
had been expected by April I, but its release has been delayed by interagency review. 

In addition, in November 2009, the Department of the Interior's Office of Surface Mining (OSM) 
issued an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) describing options to revise a 
SMCRA rule, called the stream buffer zone rule, which was promulgated in December 2008. 109 

The Obama Administration identified the 2008 rule, which exempts so-called valley tills and 
other mining waste disposal activities from requirements to protect a I ~O-foot buffer zone around 
streams, for revision as part of the series of actions concerning surface coal mining in Appalachia. 
OSM identified a broad set of regulatory options that it is considering for revisions to the 2008 
rule, ranging from formally reinstating the previous rule with small conforming changes, to 
requiring stricter buffer zone requirements for mountaintop mining operations on steep slopes. 
OSM officials have been working on developing a new rule, with the goal of releasing a proposal 
by early 20 II, but none has yet emerged. In addition, EPA and OSM have pledged to strengthen 
oversight of state CWA and SMCRA permitting. regulation, and enforcement. 

Finally, EPA has used CWA authority to veto a permit for a surface coal mining operation in West 
Virginia, after determining that the activity will have an unacceptable adverse effect on wildlife 
and fishery resources. EPA's veto has been very controversial, in part because it involves the rare 
action of cancelling a permit previously issued by the Army Corps. Coal industry groups and 
those representing manufacturing and other sectors have been highly critical, many saying that to 
revoke an existing permit creates huge uncertainty about whether water quality permits would be 
rescinded in the future, producing a ripple effect beyond the coal industry. EPA argues that the 
veto, while highly unusual, is justified because the project involves unacceptable environmental 
damages. 

Viewed broadly, the Administration's combined actions on surface coal mining displease both 
industry and environmental advocates. The additional scrutiny of permits, more stringent 
requirements, and EPA's veto of a previollsly authorized project have angered the coal industry. 
At the same time, while environmental groups support the veto and related actions, many favor 
even tougher requirements. I 10 

Critics assert that collectively the Administration's activities and initiatives concerning surface 
coal mining in Appalachia are needlessly delaying important projects, thus costing jobs and 
hurting the nation's energy security. While these actions do not directly affect power plants, they 
have the potential of doing so indirectly, if they efTectively limit or restrict coal supplies. None of 
these actions are discussed in either the EEl or NERC analysis. 

IOQ U.S. Department of the Interior, Ollice ofSurtacc Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, '"Stream Buffer Zone and 
Related Rules~ Advance notice of proposed rulcmaking: notice of intent to prepare a supplemental environmental 
impact statement (SEIS)," 74 Federal Register 62664-62668, November 30,2009. 

110 For additional information, see CRS Report RS21421, .Mountaintop Mining: Background on Current Controversies, 
by Claudia Copeland. 
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Appendix B. Bibliography of Analytic Reports 

Growing interest in the impact of EPA regulation on fossil-fuel power plants, especially coal-fired 
plants, has generated a large number of analytic reports by policy and advocacy groups using 
varying assumptions and analytic approaches that reach varying conclusions. Many of these 
reports were issued prior to proposal or promulgation of a rule. 

North American Electric Reliability Corporation, 2010 Special Reliability Scenario Assessment: 
Resource Adequacy Impacts of Potential US Environmental Regulations, October 20 I 0, 
http://www/nerc.com/files/EPA_Scenario_Final_v2.pdf. 

ICF International, Potential Impacts of Environmental Regulation on the US Generation Fleet, 
Final Report, prepared for Edison Electric Institute, January 2011, http://www.pacificorp.comi 
contentidam!paciiicorp!doc!Energy _ Sources!lntegrated _ Resource _ Plan!20 lIIRP! 
EEIModelingReportFinal-28January2011.pdf. 

Metin Celebi, Frank Graves, Gunjan Bethla, et aI., The BraHle Group, POIential Coal Plant 
Retirements Under Emerging Environmental Regulations, December 8, 20 I 0, 
http://www.brattle.com/_ doc uments!uploadli brary !upload898. pdf. 

National Economic Research Associations, Proposed CATR + Jo..IACT, prepared for American 
Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity, May 20 II, http://www.americaspower.org/ 
NERA_CATR_MACT_29.pdf. 

Dan Eggers, Kevin Colc, Yang Y. Song, and LinLin Sun, Credit Suisse, Impact of EPA Rules on 
Power Markets. September 2010, http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction= 
Files. View&FileStore _id=b42de70d-b814-441 0-831 d-34b 180846a 19. Also see Dan Eggers, 
Credit Suisse, Implications (!f EPA Policy, April 2011, http://www.fbcinc.com/EIA/presentations/ 
Eggers_04.26.1 Lpdf. 

Wood Mackenzie, "Long-term Viability of Many U.S. Coal Plants at Risk," September 10, 2010, 
http://www.woodmacresearch.comicgi-binicorpiportalicorp/corpPress Detai l.jsp?oid=2178098. 

FBR Capital Markets, Coal Retirements in Perspective-Quantifjiing the Upcoming EPA Rules, 
December 13,20 I 0, http://jlcny.orgisite/attachlllents!article!388/coall.pdf. 

Hugh Wynne, Francois D. 8roquin, and Saurabh Singh, Bernstein Research, Black Days Ahead 
jiJr Coal: Implications of EPA Air Emissions Regulations jhr Energy & Power Markets, July 21, 
20 I 0, http://grists3.amazonaws.com/eparegs/Bernstein%20-
%20black%20days%20ahead%20for%20coal%20-%2007%2021 %20 I O.pdf. 

There also have been a number of recent analytic rebuttals to these reports: 

Michael J. Bradley, Susan F. Tierney, Christopher E. Van Atten, et aI., Ensuring a Clean, Modem 
Electric Generating Fleet while Maintaining Electric System Reliability. August 2010, 
http://www.mjbradley.com/documents/MJBAandAnalysisGroupReliabilityReportAugust2010.pdf 
and Summer 2011 Update, June 20 II, http://www.llljbradley.colll/documents/MJBA Reliability 
Report Update June 7 20 I Lpdf. 
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University of Massachusetts Political Economy Rescarch Institute, James Heintz, Heidi Garrett­
Peltier, Ben Zipperrcr, Ncw Jobs - Cleaner Air, Employment Effects Under Planned Changes to 
the EPA's Air Pollution Rules, February 2011, http://www.ceres.org/rcsources/reports/new-jobs­
cleaner-air. 

Susan F. Tierney and Charles Cicchetti, The Results in Context: A Peer Review of EEH 
"Potential Impacts of Environmental Regulation on the u.s. Generation Fleet," Summary 
Report, May 2011, http://www.supportcleanair.com/resources/studies/file/Tierney-and-Cicchetti­
EEI-Peer-Review-Summary-May-20 II.pdf. 

World Resources Institute, Response to EEH Timeline of Environmental Regulations, November 
20 I 0, http://pdf.wri.org/factsheets/factshcetJcsponsc_to _ eei_timeIine.pdf. 

Josh Bivens, Economic Policy Institute, A Lifesaver, Not a Job Killer, EPA:S proposed "air toxics 
rule" is no threat tojob growth, EPI Briefing Paper, June 14,20 11, http://w3.epi-data.org/ 
temp20 II/BriefingPaper312 (2).pdf. 

Jennifer Macedonia, Joe Kruger, Lourdes Long, and Meghan McGuinness, Bipartisan Policy 
Center, Environmental Regulation and Electric System Reliability, June 13,2011, 
http://www.bipartisanpoIicy.org/sites/defaultifiles/BPC%20EIectric%20System%20Reliability.pdf 

Daniel J. Weiss, Valeri Vasquez, and Stewart Boss, "Mercury Falling, Many Power Plants Already 
Have Equipment to Slash Mercury, Toxic Contamination," June 21,20 II, 
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2011/06/mcrcury_falling.html. 
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1 Study Disclaimer 

The objective of the MISO EPA Impact Analysis is to infonm stakeholders. MISO does not intend nor has 
the authority to direct generation unit strategies. That authority belongs to the individual asset owners, 
only. The MISO analysis attempts to provide an overview of the impacts from the MISO regional 
perspective. Any subregional evaluation of the data would be an incorrect interpretation and application 
of the results. 

The detailed results of the analysis were derived from a limited set of economic assumptions that 
included low demand and energy growth, low gas prices, and varia\ibn of carbon prices with sensitivities 
performed on gas and carbon prices. It should be expected tMt retirement impacts can change with 
different assumptions for these variables. The study also as~umes that the natural gas transmission 
system is sufficient to accommodate the increased dependenCe 'on the natural gas fleet This report 
attempts to address some of those issues, but is not able to capture all potential future outcomes. To get 
a better understanding of impacts associated with changing inputs and risks associated with the 
uncertainty of carbon, additional analysis would need to be performed. 

2 Executive Summary 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is finalizing four proposed regulations that will 
affect the MISO system. They require utilities. to choose between retrofitting their generators with 
environmental controls and retiring them. At the diret:tion of its members, stakeholders and Board of 
Directors, MISO evaluated th"l potential impacts of the new. regulations including potential impact of 
carbon requirements. This study evaluated the impacts on capacity cost, resource adequacy, cost of 
energy and transmission reliability. 

The 4 proposed EPA regulations are: 

Cooling W"ter Intake Structures (CWIS) - section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Cdal Combustion Residuals (CCR) 
Cross State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) formerly known as Clean Air Transport Rule (CATR) 
Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) formerly known as EGU Maximum Achievable 
Control Technology (MACT) 

2.1 EPA Impact Results Summary 

A survey of the current fleet within MISO revealed a number of generation units will be affected. Impacts 
ranged from the installation of control equipment and expected redispatch to meet emission budgets, to 
potential retirement of units where the costs to comply outweigh the benefits of continued operation. 
Figure 2-1 shows that there are 355 units affected by these four proposed regulations and that the 
majority of the units (55 percent) are affected by three or all four regulations. 

MIS 
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Units Impacted by EPA Regulations 

by,3 Regulations 

;pj; IITpCicted Regulations 

Figure 2-1: Number of Units Affected by EPA Regulations 

The studies were conducted with the Electric Generation Expansion Analysis System (EGEAS) software 
package developed by the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) which is commonly used by utility 
generation planners. MISO performed over 400 sensitivity screens using with the EGEAS capacity 
expansion model to identify the units most at-risk for potential retirement. The sensitivities consisted of 
variation in gas costs, carbon costs and .retrofitcompliance costs. From those sensitivities, MISO 
identified nearly 13,000 MW of units at risk for retirement. 'Those units were offered to the EGEAS model 
as an economic choice to retrofit for compliance or retirement. The model makes this decision by 
comparing alternatives and selecting an expansion .forecast that minimizes costs, including capital 
investment, production including emissions, and annual fixed operations and maintenance. 

MISO ran two economic atternatives. The first evaluated a $4.50 natural gas cost, $0 cost for carbon, 
compliance for all the identified regulations and an expected cost for compliance with the regulations 
based on MISO stakehol)Jer feedback through the study process. The second analysis provided the same 
assumptions but increasing costs of up to $501ton for carbon production. The analysis on carbon costs 
was evaluated because judging the risk around the uncertainty of future carbon reduction requirements 
may cause asset owners to change theifapproach. 

The results of the EGEAS analysis produced: 

2,919 MW at-risk for retirement at $4.50IMMBtu natural gas price and $Olton carbon cost. 
12,652 MW at-risk for retirement with a $4.S0IMMBtu natural gas cost and $50lton carbon cost. 

Using a suite of planning products, MISO's evaluation on the range of potential impacts indicates the 
following: 

Total 20-year net present value capital cost of compliance may range from $31.6 billion for 2,919 
MW of retirement to $33.0 billion for 12,652 MW of retirement. Both values are in 2011 dollars 
and include the cost of retrofits on the system, the cost of replacement capacity, the cost of fixed 
O&M and the cost of transmission upgrades. 

o Capital costs for retrofits are $28.2 billion and $22.5 billion, respectively. 

2 MIS 
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o Maintenance of the Planning Reserve Margin (PRM) is obligated under the MISO tariff. 
So it is expected that any capacity retirements would eventually be matched with 
replacement capacity to support PRM requirements. To maintain this requirement, it is 
estimated that the replacement costs would $1.7 billion and $9,6 billion. 

o The annual fixed O&M impacts the total cost impact by $1.1 billion and $0.0, 
respectively. 

o Retirement of units will have an impact on localized transmission system reliability. To 
ensure voltage and transmission thermal support on the system, an estimated $580 
million and $880 million, respectively, of additional transmission upgrades could be 
necessary to maintain system reliability due to the identified potential unit retirements. 
The transmission numbers depend on location and any change from the study 
assumptions could result in different costs. f<tso, 'this assumes that any replacement 
capacity is not located at the retired unit location~ .. If replacement capacity is located at 
retired unit sites, it is likely the transmission lIpgrade costs will decrease. 

By replacing traditionally less reliable capacity with new resources, there is a potential that 
Planning Reserve Margin (PRM) requirements could decrease by having a more reliable fleet. 
Loss of Load Expectation (LOLE) analysis showed reductions of 0,2 to 1.0 percent. However, if 
no replacement capacity is identified for resource adequacy purposes, then Loss of Load 
Expectation (LOLE) analysis shows that the LOLE on the system could be on the order of 0.21 to 
1.028 days/year. The current target is 0.1 days/year. 

There will also be an increase in the MISO load-weighted LMP of between $1.2/MWh~4.8/MWh 
(2011 $). This is driven by two key factors: (1) newly retrofitted units are less efficient because of 
the emission controls, and (2) retired .coal facilities. are replaCed with natural gas fired capacity 
resulting in a greater dependence on the higher cost energy. These numbers exclude impacts of 
carbon costs on energy prices. 

Identifying all the costs to maintain regulation compliance and system reliability, a 7.0 to 7.6 
percent increase in current retail rates could be realized excluding the impacts of carbon on 
energy prices. If carbon costs are included in the generation production costs. the rate impact 
increases to a range of 31.2 to 31.7 percent. 

There is compliance risk associated with meeting the proposed regulations. As identified previously, 
additional investment in the generation fleet and the transmission system will maintain bulk power system 
reliability - at a cost. However, another risklhat is not addressed directly within this analysis but should 
be mentioned is the time frame in which units must be compliant Figure 2-2 demonstrates a high level 
time table of rule implementation and compliance deadlines. If it is determined that capacity should be 
retired, it would take at least two tp three years to build a combustion turbine to replace that capacity. 
Also, if transmission system reliability requires bulk transmission upgrades, a minimum of five years could 
be required for a transmission line to become operational. The time frame from final regulation to 
compliance may be difficult to meet for some situations throughout the system. 

3 MIS 
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Figure 2-2: Estimated timeline for regulation development and implementation 

2.2 Sensitivities Impact 

Just as in the MISO Transmission Expansion Plan (MTEP)~ MISO uses a scenario planning process in 
the analysis and evaluation of these EPA regulations. Evaluatin!l the impact over the EPA regulations 
requires that many conditions be considered separately and in combination with each other. MISO 
evaluated six scenarios witn 77 sensitivities for each of the scenarios. The scenarios are: 

Base conditions, no new regulations 
Cooling Water Intake Structures section - 316(b) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) 
Cross State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) formerly known as Clean Air Transport Rule (CATR) 
Mercury and Air Taxies Standards (MATS) formerly known as EGU Maximum Achievable Control 
Technology (MACT) 
Combination of all 4 regulations 

Figure 2-3 demonstrates the sensitivities evaluated for each regulation analysis. As there are 6 regulation 
scenarios there would be 6 branches to this decision tree, only the first branch is shown in Figure 2-3. 

4 



132 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00138 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
11

6

6 Regulation 

",,~C:~!1~!!,I?~, "' 
Compliance Natural Gas Price 

'''''"'~~~ " ... ~{MM~!~ 

Figure 2·3~ Decision Tree of EPA Cases 

Carbon Price 

. ".J&r •..••.. 

For each of the scenarios, 77 sensitivity cases consisting of two variations in compliance costs, natural 
gas costs and carbon price levels were modeled to produce a combined total of more than 400 sensitivity 
cases. The results indicated that.up to 23,000 MW of coal capacity could be at-risk because of regulation 
compliance. 

From these sensitivity cases, a few general conclusions can be made. 

EPA Regulation impacts: Compliance associated with the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards 
(MATS) produces the most at-risk units as its compliance costs and emission reductions have the 
greatest impact of the proposed regulations. 

Compliance costs: Higher compliance costs result in more at risk units. Evaluating all natural 
gas and carbon sensitivities for the high compliance cost cases resulted in up to 23,000 MW of 
at-risk capacity. However, running the same sensitivities at the more expected compliance costs 
as recommended and reviewed through the MISO stakeholder process, up to 13,000 MW of 
capacity was considered to be at risk. 

5 MIS 
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Natural gas prices: Lower natural gas prices produced more at-risk capacity than higher gas 
prices. The lower natural gas prices provide more incentive to retire capacity as the alternative 
resources provide competitive energy costs for the sy~tem. Conversely, when gas prices are 
high, the coal units find enough revenue on the system to cover compliance costs and keep 
general energy prices lower. 

Carbon prices: Adding cost to carbon puts economic pressure on units with higher carbon 
production rates. Because of this, higher carbon prices put more economic pressure on the coal 
units within the system, and the economics favor natural gas and carbon neutral capacity. So 
more coal units are at-risk for retirement with the higher carbon prices applied. 

The units at-risk for retirement range from 0 MW to 23,000 MW.based on the economic assumptions 
within the sensitivities. Cases where no units were identified~G be at-risk for retirement include low 
compliance costs, higher gas prices and no carbon costs applied: This occurs because it minimizes cost 
for compliance while increasing potential revenue within th~energy market through higher natural gas 
prices. Cases that produce at-risk generation up to 23;000 MW include high compliance costs, low gas 
prices and varying levels of carbon costs. 

Figure 2-4 depicts an example of the impacts of the compliance costs, gas costs, and carbon costs from 
the identified potential retirements of 2,919 MW. 

Capacity at Risk Under Sensitivity Cases 

$6 Gas Price, $50 Carbon Price and High 
Compliance 

$50 Ca rbon Prke 

High COmpli,l!l(e 

$10 Gas Price 

Figure 2-4: Tornado chart demonstrating the impacts of sensitivities on potential capacity retirements 

2.3 Potential Carbon Regulation 

6 MIS 
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At the end of 2010, the EPA issued a proposed schedule for establishing greenhouse gas (GHG) 
standards under the Clean Air Act for fossil fuel fired power plants and petroleum refineries, This is the 
first step the EPA is taking to address carbon, How that will unfold is not known, One of the ways for 
MISO to evaluate the impacts of carbon compliance is to add a cost to carbon that can represent either a 
carbon production tax or the effective costs to comply through reduction in carbon output by technology 
applications. This increases the dispatch cost in $/MWh for all units that produce carbon. Higher carbon 
emitting units receive a greater cost penalty that will change the order that all units in MISO are 
dispatched. 

Figure 2-5, illustrates how the at-risk for retirement units increase because of the application of a cost for 
carbon. As the cost of carbon is increased to $50/ton, 12,652 MW's of units become at risk for retirement. 
This should be compared to the 2,919 MW identified without the carbon costs applied. This illustrates the 
importance of assessing the impact of future carbon in the analysis, If a unit would have spent money to 
retrofit for the EPA regulations, based on the assumption of no new carbon requirements, and carbon 
regulations materialize in the $35-$50/ton range, the investment becomes at risk at that later date, 

Potential Retired Coal-Fired Capacity 
due to EPA Regulations 

14,000 

12,000 

10,000 

i 8,000 

~ 6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

o 25 35 40 50 

C.rboll S/ton 

Figure 2-5' Carbon Impacts on Retrofit/Retirement Decision 

2.4 Rate Impact 

In general, the retail rates on the system are driven by the costs of generation production, generation 
capital costs, transmission capital costs and distribution capital costs. The MISO EPA regulation analysis 
identifies costs that impact three of the four components of the rates, 

When the impact of carbon cost is excluded from the rate increase calculation, the greatest impact on the 
rates comes from the capital cost component. The capital cost increase comes in two forms, the EPA 
capital compliance cost and the capital cost for replacement capacity, Figure 2-£ demonstrates the 
comparison of the rate impact of the two retirement scenarios with the current average system rate, The 
overall increase in the rates because of compliance with the EPA regulations is approximately 7.0 to 7.6 
percent. 

7 
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Figure 2·6: MISO Rate Impact excluding the cost of carbon in the production costs 

Figure 2-7 demonstrates the rate impacts when a cost for carbon compliance is included in the generation 
production costs. In this comparison, the production costs are the primary driver for the rate increases 
that are 37.2 to 37.7 percent. The cost of carbon drives the retirements of 12,652 MW in this analysis. 
Applying the carbon cost to both scenarios demonstrates tlietotal impact that carbon has on both capital 
investment and production costs. 

14,00 
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10.00 

i 8.00 

? 
8 6.00 

40D 
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Current Rate 2,9191;,WJ with Carbon 12,052 M\lV with (arbon 

Figure 2-7: MISO Rate Impact including the cost of carbon in the production costs 
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3 EPA Regulations 

The EPA is in the process of finalizing the following four proposed regulations that impact the electric 
industry: 

Cooling Water Intake Structures - section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act (CWA), final rule 
expected at the end of 2012 
Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) , final rule expected at the end of 2011 
Cross State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) formerly known as Clean Air Transport Rule (CATR) , 
rule finalized July 2011 
Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) formerly known as Electric Generating Unit (EGU) 
Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) , finill rule expected at the end of 2011 

Each regulation is unique and has specific goals and as such MISO f1valuated the impacts on its system 
for each regulation separately and also all four combined, The MISO study centered on determining the 
capacity cost impact, resource adequacy impact, energy cost impact and the transmission reliability cost 
impact on the MISO system. 

3.1 Clean Water Act, Section 316(b) 

Section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) will establish the Best Technology Available (BTA) for 
Cooling Water Intake Structures to minimize impingement and entrainment of aquatic organisms. 
Currently it is a possibility that BTA could be defined as,re-circulating cooling system retrofits for all units 
employing once-through cooling systems. This is likely a worst, case scenario. In the MISO analysis BTA 
is defined as retrofits to re-circulating cooling systems only if the retrofit is drawing its cooling source from 
an ocean, tidal river or estuary. 

3.2 Coal Combustion Residuals 

The purpose of the CCR is to regulate the coal fly ash under one of two methodologies. The first 
methodology is to treat the ash as a special waste under subtitle C (hazardous waste) of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). Under this option, facilities would need to close their surface 
ash impoundments within five years and dispose of the ash (past and future) in a regulated landfill with 
groundwater monitoring. 

The second methodology is to regulate ash disposal as a non-hazardous waste under subtitle 0 of 
RCRA. This alternative would require the facility to remove the solids and retrofit the impoundment pond 
with a liner to protect against groundwater contamination and landfill coal combustion residuals disposal 
would require liners for new landfill and groundwater monitoring of existing landfills. 

The second methodology is evaluated in this study. 

3.3 Cross State Air Pollution Rule 
The transport proposal reduces emissions that contribute to fine particle (PM2.5) and ozone non 
attainment that often travel across state lines, sulfur dioxide (S02) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) contribute 
to PM2.5 and ozone transport. The 28 states plus the District of Columbia are affected by transport rule 
and illustrated in Figure 3-1. The rule allows units in each state to meet the emissions targets in any way 

9 
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the state sees fit, including unlimited trading of emissions allowances between power plants within the 
same state with interstate trading permitted. 

To assure emissions reductions happen quickly, EPA is proposing federal implementation plans, or FIPs, 
for each of the states covered by this rule. A state, however, may choose to develop a state plan to 
achieve the required reductions, replacing its federal plan, and may choose which types of sources to 
control. 

Emission budget schedule implementation: 

Annual SO, 
o Phase 1 group - 2012 cap that lowers in 2014 
o Phase 2 group - 2012 cap 
o Set emissions budget for each state 

Annual NO. 
o 2012 state specific cap 

Ozone Season NO. 
o 2012 state specific cap 

The final CSAPR regulation came out just prior to the conclusion of this study. The analysis and results 
presented in the study are from previous proposals of what was known as the Glean Air Transport Rule 
(CATR). 

Figure 3-1: Cross State Air Pollution Rule Implementation 

10 MIS 
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3.4 Mercury and Air Taxies Standards 

The primary focus of the Mercury and Air Taxies Standards is the reduction of emissions from heavy 
metals and acid gases. The heavy metals include mercury (Hg), arsenic, chromium and nickel; and, the 
acid gases include hydrogen chloride (HCI) and hydrogen fluoride (HF). A final rule will be expected 
towards the end of 2011. The following represent a few key highlights of the proposal: 

For all existing and new coal-fired Electric Generating Units (EGUs), the proposed MATS 
regulations would set numerical standards for mercury, Particulate Matter (PM), and HCI 
For all existing and new oil-fired EGUs, the proposed taxies rule would establish numerical 
emission limits for total metals, HCI, and HF. Compliance with the metals standards is through 
fuel testing. 
For new units, proposed revisions to the New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) would 
include revised numerical EGU emission limits for PM, Sb2, and NOX. 

There are many technologies available to power plants to meet the emission limits, including wet and dry 
scrubbers, dry sorbent injection systems, activated carbon injection systems, and.baghouses. 

3.5 Regulation Timing 

Figure 3-2 demonstrates a high level time table of rule implementation and compliance deadlines. If it is 
determined that capacity should be retired, it would take a minimum of two to three years to build a 
combustion turbine to replace that capacity. Also. if tran.smission system reliability requires bulk 
transmission upgrades, a minimum of five years could be required for a transmission line to come into 
seNice. The time frame from final regulation to compliance may be difficult to meet for some situations 
throughout the system. 

Figure 3-2: Estimated timeline for regulation development and implementation 

11 MIS 
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3.6 Carbon Restrictions 

There are currently no existing rules that regulate and reduce the amount of carbon being produced from 
the existing fieet. However, recent classification of carbon as a hazardous air pollutant obligates the EPA 
to regulate its production. There have also been proposals through the legislative process that have 
produced certain targets for the reduction of carbon. One of those proposals requires that the output of 
carbon should reduce by 40% from 2005 levels by 2030 and 83% by 2050. 

4 Models 

4.1 EGEAS 

The Electric Generation Expansion Analysis System (EGEAS) software from the Electric Power Research 
Institute (EPRI) is used for long-term regional .resource forecasting. EGEAS performs capacity 
expansions based on long-term, least-cost optimizations with multiple input variables and alternatives. 
Optimizations can be performed on a variety of constraints such as resource ad~quacy (Ioss-of-Ioad 
hours), reserve margins, or emissions constraints. The EPA. stUdY optimization is based on minimizing the 
20-year capital and production costs, with a reserve margin requirement indicating when new capacity is 
required. 

4.2 PROMOD IVID 

PRO MOD Iv" is an integrated electric generation and transmission market simulation system that 
incorporates extensive details of generating unit operating characteristics and constraints, transmission 
constraints, generation analysis, unit commitment/operating conditions, and market system operations. It 
performs an 8,760-h01lrcommitmentand dispatch recognizing both generation and transmission impacts 
at the bus-bar (nodal) [evel. PROMOD IV" forecasts hourly energy prices, unit generation, fuel 
consumption, bus-bar energy markel prices, regional energy interchange, transmission flows, and 
congestion prices. It uses an hourly ch(Onological dispatch algorithm that minimizes costs while 
simultaneously adhering to a variety of operating constraints, including generating unit characteristics, 
transmission limits, fuel and envirOnmental considerations, spinning reserve requirements, and customer 
demand. 

PSS®E is an integrated. interactive program simulating, analyzing, and optimizing power system 
performance. PSS®E allows for detailed analysis of single hour operation based on defined system 
conditions such as system topology, demand and generation dispatch. This tool will allow the user to 
evaluate system reliability requirements in terms of both the transmission thermal limitations and required 
voltage levels at different points of the system. 

12 MIS 
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4.4 GE-MARS 

GE Energy's Multi-Area Reliability Simulation (GE-MARS) is a transportation-style model based on a 
sequential Monte Carlo simulation that steps through time chronologically and produces a detailed 
representation of the hourly loads and hourly wind profiles in comparison with the available generation, in 
addition to interfacing between the interconnected areas. 

GE-MARS calculates, by area or area group, the standard reliability indices of daily or hourly loss of load 
expectation (LOLE, in days per year or hours per year) and expected unserved energy (EUE, in 
megawatt-hours per year). 

The basic calculations are done at the area level, which is how much of the data are specified and 
aggregated. Loads, wind profiles, and generation are assigned to areas, and transfer limits are specified 
between areas, 

5 Scope 

The objective of the EPA Impact Analysis is to identify potential aggregate impacts of the EPA proposed 
regulations on the fleet within the MISO footprint. Specific key questions that are answered by the study 
are: 

Are there resource adequacy risks? 
Are there transmission adequacy risks? 
What are the impacts on the energy markets? 
What are the impacts on capital costs to fhe system? 

Evaluation of study questions and results will be expressed at the MISO level, only. It is understood that 
retrofit/retirement decisions are the responsibility of the asset owners. MISO will not share unit specific 
information with any entity outside of the asset owner at ttieir request. 

Figure 5-1 shows the study scope. The study was ccmprised of 3 phases. The first phase screened the 
approximate 2,000 units in the MISO system to determine which of those units would be most at risk for 
retirement. The second phase used the results of the screening process to determine the energy and 
congestion impacts on the system. The third phase developed the compliance and capital cost 
requirements. The third phase also evaluated the impact of resource adequacy, system reliability and 
customer rates. 

13 MIS 
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Figure 5·1: Flow Diagram of EPA Impact Analysis 

6 Phase I 

Phase I of the process consisted of three primary tasks: modeling techniques, profitability screening, and 
MISO stakeholder interaction, MISQ researched the, proposed regulations and recent evaluations of the 
regulations, The research focused on the development of the modeling techniques to be used within the 
various models, This included looking at various compliance technologies and their impacts on the 
operation and costs of units that may need to be retrofitted, MISO also surveyed asset owners on the 
control equipment already installed on the units, 

The profitability screening utilized the EGEAS model. EXisting system characteristics, compliance 
assumptions, and sensitivities on ga$ prices and costs for carbon regulation were applied, This resulted 
in over 400 screening caSes to be run to identify potential at-risk for retirement units on the system, 

Through the MISO Planning Advisory Committee, stakeholders were given the opportunity to comment on 
inputs and outputs from the screening runs, Through this feedback process, stakeholders provided 
suggestions on compliance technologies and costs that further enhanced the MISO analysis, 

6.1 Phase I Assumptions 

The MTEP 11 Business as Usual with Low Demand and Energy Growth Rate future was used as the 
base model in the regulation impact analysis. The demand growth rate was 0,78 percent and the energy 
growth rate was 0,79 percent. Both values are the effective growth rates determined through the MTEP 

14 MIS 
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process that include the impacts of projected demand response and energy efficiency resources. 
Detailed assumptions of the MTEP 11 futures can be found in Appendix E2 of the 2011 MTEP report. 

The EGEAS model is used in Phase I because of the ability to run 20-year study cases in a quick and 
efficient manner. For the EPA Impact Analysis study MISO ran more than 400 EGEAS cases, 
representing sensitivities on combinations of the proposed regulations: 

Base conditions, no new regulations 
Cooling Water Intake Structures - section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) 
Cross State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) formerly known as Clean Air Transport Rule (CATR) 
Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) formerly known as EGU Maximum Achievable Control 
Technology (MACT) 
Combination of all 4 regulations 

Figure 6-1 demonstrates the sensitivities evaluated for each regulation analysis. As there are 6 regulation 
scenarios there would be 6 branches to this decision tree, only the first branch is shown in this graphic. 

15 MIS 
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6 Regulation 

,~~"~~,~,~!:i,~~, " 
Compliance 

,,,£~"~~" ' 
Natural Gas Price Carbon Price 

'~"" .. $I~J!1~.t~ .. . ... JL!~~ ......•. ; 

Figure 6-1: Decision Tree of EPA Cases (total of 77 sensitivities per regulation evaluated) 

6.1.1 MATS, CWIS and CCR Assumptions 

To increase the efficiency of the EGEAS analysis, a rule set was developed for which control 
technologies to model based on unit characteristics. This allows MISO to model the entire system and 
provide a reasonable set of a~ernatives for the retrofit versus retire comparisons. Table 6-1 
demonstrates the rule set that was created. 

The Great Lakes were considered as "oceans" for this analysis. This provided some impact of the intake 
structure regulation on the land locked footprint of MISO. 

16 
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Nat on 
Oceans, 
Estuaries 
orTidal 
rivers 

C;CR Coal \Jolts 

Yes 

Table 6-1: Retrofit Rule Set for EPA Regulations 

Generating unit operating impacts due to installatlonof various conlrol technologies were also introduced 
into the EGEAS model. Data was gathered from publicso~rces and stakeholder feedback. Ultimately the 
values used in this EPA Impact Analysis were provided and agreed to by the stakeholders. Table 6-2 
shows the generating unit operating impacts due to the installation of various control technologies. 
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Table 6·2: Unit Impacts due to Control Technologies 

6.1.2 CSAPR Assumptions 

The Cross State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) assumptions used within this report are from the preliminary 
numbers provided in the draft Clean Air Transport Rule (CATR). The recent CSAPR limits are more 
stringent than the limits applied in this study. There is a possibility that with the newer limits the impact is 
greater than seen in this report. The CSAPR regulation sets state wide emission limits for SO" NO" and 
NO, Ozone. MISO is able to model state limitations within the EGEAS model. EGEAS will take those 
limits and dispatch the units in each state to meet the state limits. This closely models the unlimited 
intrastate trading with no interstate trading. 

For this study EGEAS is run at an RTOIISO level and as such some states might span across multiple 
RTO/ISO's. Just applying the state limit would cause the limit to be too high in some cases. An example 

18 MIS 
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would be a state that has 10 units but only 1 of the units is in MISO. That would mean one unit would 
have a limit set intended for 10 units. To accommodate multi-regional states, the emission limits were 
prorated by the capacity of the units in each RTOIISO. 

Table 6-3 demonstrates the state and region emission budgets under the draft CATR. These were the 
numbers applied to the impact analysis. The CSAPR was finalized in July 2011 and as such the numbers 
in the table below are not from the finalized rule. Initial analysis seems to suggest that the emission 
budgets are reduced for some states and re-categorized for other states. 

19 MIS 
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Table 6-3: State Emission Budget for draft CATR as used within the analysis 
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6.2 Phase I Results 

To identify at-risk capacity on the system. MISO had to develop a methodology to evaluate the profitability 
of the units on the system. This was achieved through calculating the annual revenues and costs for 
each generating unit within MISO and determining the net margins for the units. The units with a net 
margin less than $O/kW were deemed to be either Tier I at-risk units or Tier II potentially at-risk units. 

The net margin for each generating unit is calculated by subtracting annual costs from annual revenues. 
The next step is to list all the generating units in order of decreasing net margin for each year of the study 
period. From this ordered list of generating units, the marginal unit can be determined. The marginal unit 
is the unit at which the cumulative capacity equals the capacity requirements to meet the planning 
reserve margin (PRM) criterion. The offset adder expressed in $/I<W is the required amount of net margin 
adder that will make the marginal unit whole. For example, as shOwn in Table 6-4, the net margin of the 
marginal unit, U" is -$450/kW, and the offset adder would be$4501kW to make the marginal unit whole. 
This offset adder is then applied to all units in the ordered list. 

U, $ 175/kW 650MW l050MW 

US98 $O/kW 330MW lOO,OooMW 

Table 6-4: Pictorial Representation of Tier I and Tier II units 

Two different sets of offset adders were calculated and used to determine which generating units are to 
be classified as Tier I and Tier II units. The Tier I offset adders are based on the EGEAS cases for each 
specific EPA Regulation, whereas the Tier II offset adders are based on the resutts of the EGEAS Base 
Case assuming no EPA Regulations, By definition, the Tier I offset adders are greater than the Tier II 
offset adders, since the Tier II offset adders do not include the added costs for the various EPA control 
systems needed to meet compliance. Table 6-5 provides an example of the Tiers. Units at risk are those 
at the bottom of the dispatch order where the revenue in-take mayor may not cover the costs of 
compliance. Since MISO does not capture all revenue for a unit, this methodology provides reasonable 
cut-offs based on the PRM system reliability objective. 
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of runs. Therefore, not anyone scenario will result in the total identified Tier I list, but it is a combination 
of the unique units from all of the sensitivity cases. 

6.2.1 High Compliance Cost Applications 

MISO ran over four hundred sensitivities on the EPA regulations where Tier I and Tier II units were 
identified. Most of the sensitivities focused on combinations of gas and carbon prices. Those gas and 
carbon sensitivities were run on two variations of compliance with the EPA rules. Compliance with the 
rules was modeled at a high cost application and'a more expected cost application. The differences in 
the two methods of modeling can be seen in Table 6-6. 

fGD applied to all units <=200MW 

Cat~on.priceSap~lied 1~2Gll 
No $4.5/MMBtu gas price in sensitivities 

Table 6-6: Modeling Differences between compliance modeling methodologies 

Modeling of the compliance high cost application resulted in the identification of 102 Tier I coal units 
amounting to 5,082 MW of capacity and an additional 116 Tier II coal units amounting to 22,645 MW of 
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capacity. Figure 6-2 provides a histogram of the units identified by Tier. As can be seen, the most at-risk 
units identified in Tier I are less than 200 MW while the Tier II units can get up to larger sizes. The 
modeling runs identify that the most at-risk units are a result of the application of compliance costs 
combined with lower gas prices where the higher values of those units in the Tier II list tend to show up as 
potentially at-risk because of the application of costs to carbon. It was also found through the sensitivity 
analysis that the MATS regulation is the primary driver in placing units at risk for retirement. 

Tier I and Tier II Histogram with High Compliance Cost 
100 
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50 
tllTierl 
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0·100 100-200 200·300 300·400 400-500 500-600 600-700 700-800 800-900 900-1000 

Size of Units 

Figure 6-2: Tier I and Tier II Histogram high compliance cost application 

6.2,2 Expected Compliance Cost Application 

The modeling of the lower, more realistic compliance application reduced impacted generation on the Tier 
I and Tier II lists. In this set of sensitivity cases, Tier I accounts for 53 coal units amounting to 2,764 MW 
of capacity and Tier II accounts for an additional 98 coal units amounting to 9,885 MW of capacity. The 
adjustment in capacity cost modeling identifies more of the smaller coal units on the system as Tier II 
rather than Tier I as seen in the compliance cost application cases, Figure 6-2 and Figure 6-3. The 
expected compliance cost application also identifies no units greater than 300 MW in either of the Tiers. 
The average age of the units identified is 52 years. 

23 
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Tier I and Tier II Histogram with Expected Compliance Cost 
60 

so 

40 

3D 

20 

10 

0-100 100-200 200-300 300-400 400-500 500-600 600-700 700-800 800-900 900-1000 

Size of Units 

Figure 6-3: Tier I and Tier II Histogram for expected compliance cost application 

6.3 General Observations of Sensitivity Screens in Phase I 

The sensitivity cases have given information to what variables have impacts on what units are identified 
as at-risk. 

A greater cost for compliance will resu~ in more coal units to be at risk. 
Lower gas prices result in a greater amount of at-risk coal capacity. This is due to lowered 
revenue on the system as the clearing energy price for peaking capacity is lower. Higher gas 
costs provide more revenue on the system for coal units and lower the risk for retirement on the 
system. 
Carbon costs drive more coal units to be at risk. However, carbon costs combined with higher 
gas prices could mitigate the amount of at-risk capacity. 

7 Phase II 

Because EGEAS does not include the detailed transmission system within the modeling capability, it was 
determined that PRO MOD IV> would be utilized to identify if congestion on the transmission system could 
provide additional revenue to generators to remove them from the list of Tier I and Tier II units identified in 
Phase I. 

24 MIS~\~ 
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7.1 Phase II Assumptions 
Four sets of sensitivities were modeled within the PROMOD IV" model. as shown in Table 7-1. These 
cases represent results from Phase I that maximized and minimized retirements under the MATS only 
cases and the cases representing a combination of all the studied regulations. The years evaluated 
included 2016. 2021. and 2026. 

~ATS ~egulation; ExpectedC~mplla~ce ~osts~ $10 ~as and$O Gaflron. 
ccimbined]{eg\.llations,. ExpectE,dGompjian"'ei:oSts;' S4:Sll. qasanlJc. $lOOCatboA 

Combined Regulations, Expected Compliance Costs, $10 Gas and $0 Carbon 

Table 7-1: Phase II analysis assumptions 

Because MISO models the Eastern Interconnect within the PRO MOD IV@ models, high level EPA 
evaluation and EGEAS runs had to be made for the entire model footprint This is done to maintain 
appropriate cost balances between MISO and the other regions. 

Each PRO MOD IV" case was run under copper sheet (no transmission limitations) and constrained 
conditions. The difference between the generation revenue and generation cost for those cases provides 
the transmission impact on the revenue. and cost, or net margin, for each unit on the MISO system. 
Comparing these results from the Phase 1 results will show the: transmission impact on the Tier I and II 
list 

7.2 Phase II Results 

Phase II results indicate that some of the units on the Tier I and II lists are in locations where greater 
revenues can be received due to congestion. Of the Tier I units identified in the expected compliance cost 
set of sensitivities, 12 units amounting to 594 MW result in a positive net margin with the addition of 
transmission congestion revenue. In Tier II, 28 units amounting to 2,957 MW become profitable. 

The congestion revenue Information is important because It shows that congestion on the system may 
provide additional revenue opportunities for some generating units. However, the following Phase 111 
analysis does not Include the addrtional congestion revenue because the revenue number identified is a 
one year representation from the production cost model runs where the capacity expansion looks at the 
Interaction of retirement and retrofit decisions over a 20 year time frame. Additional analysis will be 
needed to include a transmission congestion component in the future. 

7.3 General Observations of PROMOD IY® Analysis 

The Phase II provided analysis shows the following results. 

A total of 3,551 MW could possibly be in transmission sensitive areas. 

Transmission congestion could provide additional revenue that is not captured in the MISO 
EGEAS analysis of the retirements of at-risk capacity. 
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8 Phase III 

Phase III of the analysis focused on answering the four questions posed at the beginning of the study. 

What are the impacts on capital costs to the system? 
Are there resource adequacy risks? 
What are the impacts on the energy markets? 
Are there transmission adequacy risks? 

These questions are answered utilizing four different models. EGEAS was used to evaluate the capital 
investment costs. These costs include both compliance retrofit costs and replacement capacity costs for 
retired capacity. The GE-MARS model was used to evaluate Ine impacts of retirements and retrofits on 
the Loss of Load Expectation (LOLE) analysis. The PROMOD Iv"'was used to determine energy cost 
impacts. Finally, the PSS®E model was used to evaluate transmission system adequacy for the 
retirement of units on the system. 

8.1 Phase III Assumptions 

The EGEAS retirement versus retrofit analysis was performed on the caSe that included expected 
compliance cost application, a gas cost of $4.50IMMBtu and $Olton carbon cost. Additionally, increasing 
levels of carbon costs were also modeled to capture the impacts of the uncertainty of future carbon 
regulation on the retirement decision, 

To perform the EGEAS analysis, two model runs were made for each unit from the expected compliance 
cost application Tier I and II list. One modeled the unit and its retrofit controls and one modeled the 
retirement of the unit with replacement capacity. The output with the lowest overall system cost 
determined the strategy of the unit tested. 

The outputs of the EGEAS analysis are passed to the other models. The inputs to those models will 
include the retirement versus retrofit decision as well as compliance technology impacts and future 
replacement capacity. 

8.2 Phase III Results 

The EGEAS analysis identified 46 coal units amounting to 2,919 MW as at-risk units to retire. Increasing 
the carbon cost increases the amount of retirements of coal units. Figure 8-1 shows the increasing 
amount of capacity that should be considered for retirement for carbon costs from SOlton to $50Iton. At 
the S50lton cost for carbon, 12,652 MW are at-risk to retire. 
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due to EPA Regulations 
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Figure 8-1: Carbon Impacts on Retrofit/Retirement Decision 

82,1 Capacity Cost Impact 

Figure 8-2 demonstrates, the 20-year net present value of capital cost impacts of the EPA regulations 
from the EGEAS modeling runs in 2011 dollars, The comparison of the costs are based on the retirement 
impacts of 2,919 MW from the non-carbon analysis and 12,652 MW from the carbon analysis compared 
to the non-carbon, no EPA regulation compliance base case. As can be seen, compliance capital costs 
are in the range of $22,5 billion to $28,2 billion, Capacity capital fixed charges increases by $1,7 billion to 
$9.6 billion and Fixed O&M costs,range from, no increase to $1,1 billion. The total capital cost impacts for 
compliance with the EPA regulations ranges from $31 ,0 blilion to $32.1 billion, 

Figure 8-2: 20-year NPV capital cost impact of EPA regulations (2011 $) 

8,22 Resource Adequacy Impact 

The impact of EPA regulations on the resource adequacy of the MISO system is dependent on the 
manner in which the system is maintained during the retirement or replacement of affected units, 
Assuming a controlled replacement of capacity as it is retired, system reliability is actually improved. As 
the older and less reliable units identified within this study are removed the system average forced outage 
rate decreases marginally, This decrease in outage rates (less than 1 % in both cases) when applied to 
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the entire system results in Planning Reserve Margin decreases of up to 1% from 17.4% with the current 
system to 16.4% in a system where 12,652 MW of capacity is replaced with system average units. 

As an analysis of the base reliability of the MISO system, if ali units within the footprint were assumed 
comm~ted to resource adequacy the Loss of Load Expectation (LOLE) would be roughly 0.088 daysl 
year. If the capacity flagged for retirement in this section was removed and not replaced, the loss of 2,919 
MW would decrease the base reliability to the point where the LOLE would be 0.21 days/year, twice the 
current target of 0.1 days per year or one day in ten years. If all 12,652 MW of capacity were removed 
from the system and not replaced the resulting LOLE would yield a system with 10 times the probability 
for outage as the current benchmark or 1.028 days/year. 

Removal of capacity without replacement is an unlikely scenario and maintenance of the Planning 
Reserve Margin is obligated under the MISO tariff. In order to analyze the impacts of a system where the 
reserve margin was maintained all removed capacity was replaced by theoretical new units which had an 
outage rate equivalent to the system average after unit removal. In this case when 2,919 MW of capacity 
was retired and the reserve margin maintained the LOLE improved from the target of 0.1 to 0.093 days/ 
year. When 12,652 MW was retired and replaced in the samidashion the reliability improved even more 
to 0.068 days/year. 

This is indicative of the improved average forced outage rates experienced when less reliable units are 
removed and replaced with more reliable units, The starting system average forced outage rate was 
8,0248% where the removal of 2,919 MW improved average forced outage rate. to 7,9983% and 12,652 
MW of retirements resulted in a 7,9864%. 

As a final analysis of the impact of unit retirement and replacement with system average units a 
hypothetical reserve margin was established, Since the system average forced outage rates declined 
after the retirements it can be assumed that Plai1ning Reserve Margins would drop, This was indeed the 
case as starting from the 17.4% reserve margin established in thE> base case, 2,919 MW of retirements 
lowered the reserve margin to 17,2%. Likewise the retirement of 12,652 MW resulted in a decrease in 
reserve margin to 16.4%, In either case it was assumed that relired unils would be replaced by unils that 
malched the system average forc!;>ct outage rates, The rellabillty of the system is ultimately dependant on 
many factors including the availability of the unitl>, If the units identified as at risk for retirement are all 
replaced with units that have better availability, system reliability will improve, 

8.2.3 Energy Cost Impact 

The EPA regulations have two primary impacts on the cost of energy on the system, First, all coal units 
that require retrofits for compliance will have a negative impact on their production of energy, For 
example, the impacts on heat rates and variable O&M costs will make many units less efficient and more 
expensive in the production of energy, Second, units that are selected for retirement will remove the 
lower cost coal capacily from the system and will eventually be replaced by the higher cost natural gas 
capacity replacement units, This will put a greater dependence on the natural gas units to meet the 
system energy requirements at higher production costs. 

Both identified retirement scenarios were modeled within PROMOD, Figure 8-3 shows that both 
scenarios increase the average cost of energy on the MISO system, The retirement of 2,919 MW of 
capacity will result in a slightly less than $1/MWh average cost increase in 2011 dollars, The retirement 
of 12,652 MW of capacity on the system results in average cost of energy increase near $5IMWh in 2011 
dollars, 

When carbon costs are added to the cost of energy, the average LMPs on the system increase by 
approximately $30IMWh, In Figure 8-3, it can be seen that the 2,919 MW of retirement case results in 
greater energy costs than the 12,652 MW retirement case, This occurs because the higher retirement 
case was optimized with carbon costs considered and the higher retirements reduce carbon emissions by 
replacing coal capacity with natural gas capacity, 
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Figure 8-3: MiSO Average lMP Impact 

8.2.4 Transmission Reliability Cost Impact 

Transmission investment that would b~ needed to meet applicable reliability criteria after the retirement of 
2,919 MW and 12,652 MW were studied as two separate scenarios, based on the system configuration in 
2015 at summer peak load forecast Replacement generation dispatch was assumed to be sourced within 
the MISO footprint 

Transmission investment requirements were minimal in most cases. The total expected transmission 
investment under the 2,919 MW retirement scenario is $580 million. 

The 12,652 MW scenario could require an estimated additional $300 million in transmission upgrades, for 
a total of about $880 million in transmission investment 

This analysis assumed that none of the retired units that caused transmission problems was replaced 
with new generation. Although it is a viable option to repower a retirement site, the purpose of this 
analysis is to identify transmission costs under no replacement 

Potential retirements in neighboring entities that are sufficiently close to MISO to potentially cause 
reliability impacts were represented in the models. Expected and potential unit retirements in PJM were 
modeled based on the publicaliy posted PJM unit retirement request list and on application of the EPA 
impact risk assessment criteria. None of these potential unit retirements impacted expected MISO 
transmission needs. 
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9 Conclusion 

The proposed EPA regulations will have an impact on the MISO system> It is up to the individual utilities 
to make the decisions on the retrofit or retirement decision> Many factors will need to be considered for 
this decision> They will include the cost of retrofit compliance, the cost of replacement capacity to meet 
resource adequacy requirements and the cost of energy on the system> Asset owners will also consider 
the cost of needed transmission upgrades, transmission congestion, timelines for compliance, and future 
regulatory uncertainties such as carbon> MISO addressed these issues, but the results should be 
considered indicative to what could happen throughout the system> Asset owners will have to take all the 
aforementioned factors into consideration when making a decision. 

This study identified a set of retirements based on a low natural gas price and various levels of carbon 
costs> Future natural gas prices and carbon price have a direct correlation to the amount of retirements 
that will occur> Low gas prices encourage retirement of coal units because the replacement energy costs 
are not significantly higher> However, as gas costs increase, the decision for retirement may become 
less> Increase of costs for carbon compliance could increase coal unit relire(l1ent Uncertainty around the 
future economic and regulatory conditions makes the retirement decisions difficult for the asset owners> 

This analysis identified impacts on the resource fleel, system energy costs and the transmission system> 
Under tariff reliability requirements, it is required that the bulk power system will maintain generation and 
transmission reliability> The EPA regulations add aeonstraint to the system that. must be mitigated> 
Because of this, the risk of implementing the EPA regulations is hot reliability, but the cost to maintain that 
reliability> Table 9-1 shows those costs identified within the MISO analysis> 

Energy>Cost Impacts with Carbon $31.0!MWh 

~I'A(i:):mipt)~nc~Rel~6fii>2~pitalcosts$211,'113 >, 
New Capacity Capital Fixed Charges $1,7B 
Fil<~dq&!\lIC~Pltffl C<1S~$l;:l~ 
Transmission Capital Costs $0,6B 

Tot,,! CapitaltostS ,'$31.1>8 

$30!MWh 

$9,6B 

$O,OB 
$0.9B 

$~.UB 

Table 9-1: System Costs because of implementation of EPA regulations (2011 $) 

The costs for both sets of retirement scenarios are less than 10% different in this analysis, The primary 
difference in the outputs is where the costs are allocated> It is difficult to judge which plan is "better:' 
This analysis reviewed the uncertainty around carbon regulation, However, to determine a more likely 
scenario between the two wOuld require additional iterations of analysis around gas, carbon, and other 
sensitivity evaluation> The cost 01 energy within the system contains feedbacks that the models used 
can't capture, For example, higher dependence on the natural gas fleet could result in higher natural gas 
prices> At some point, equilibrium will exist at a point with a proper balance of new natural gas resources 
and gas prices, 

10 Next Steps 

This analysis did not take into account sensitivities around demand and energy growth or wind 
penetration, Higher demand and energy growth may result in greater impacts around the cost of system 

30 MIS 



158 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00164 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
14

2

compliance as new resources to replace any retirement selection would impact the system capital 
investment and energy costs at an earlier time frame. Increase wind resources could suppress energy 
costs on the system making coal retirements more likely. Both conditions could impact the amount of 
retirements further. 

Additionally, further iterations around the cost of natural gas and carbon need to be evaluated with the 
identified retirements from this analysis. This would provide additional information on the robustness of 
the results provided for the uncertainties of what the future may hold for costs on the system. 

Finally, this analysis also assumes that the natural gas transmission system is sufficient for the increased 
dependence on natural gas. This mayor may not be true. This question needs to be pursued further to 
detemnine if there are costs being left out of the analysis. 
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Executive 

In its role of maintaining reliability and resource adequacy, PJM has been following the finalized Cross State Air Pollution 

Rule (CSAPR)' and proposed National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP},2 issued by the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), affecting electric generating units, and coal-fired units in particular. 

P JM has been in the process of estimating the impacts of these rules on the amount of coal-fired generating capacity that 

may retire, rather than install pollution control retrofits by examining the retrofit status of coal capacity by the age and size 

of coal-fired units. 

Compliance with CSAPR and NESHAP will likely require the installation of some combination of the following controls: 1) 

sulfur dioxide (S02) controls such as limestone-based flue gas desulfurization (FGO) or dry sorbent injection (OS I}; 2} 

nitrogen oxide (NO,) controls such as selective catalytic reduction (SCR) or selective non-catalytic reduction (SNCR); 3) 

activated carbon injection (ACI) for mercury; and 4) a fabric filter (also known as a bag house) for the particulates 

associated with heavy metals and the use of ACI or OS!. 

As of June 30, 2011, there is over 78,000 MW of installed coal capacity in PJM inclusive of the recently integrated ATSI 

zone and soon to be integrated Duke Ohio and Kentucky (DE OK) zone. 3 Almost 25 percent of coal capacity is in the Mid­

Atlantic region (MAAC) of PJM. Table 1-ES shows the total coal capacity in PJM without pollution control retrofits and 

broken down by region. 4 As much as 37 percent of total coal capacity in P JM may need at least two retrofits that would be 

required to comply with the combined CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 

Table 1·ES: Total Coal Capacity in PJM without Pollution Controls 

No S02 Controls 30,069 4,281 25,788 
No SC~ for NO, Reiiuction 36,618 a,a05 27,813 

No Fabric Filter 69.115 13,020 56,095 
No 502 and No SeR 22,856 2,723 20,143 

No No Fabric Filter 

Using the same retrofit cost models as used by EPA in its analysis of the CSAPR and NESHAP rules, PJM estimates the 
average installed costs ofthese retrofits in PJM to be $8021kW for an FGO, $3691kW for an SCR, $172lkW for ACI and a 
fabric filter, and $1181kW for OSI.5 

Coal-fired generation can cover its going forward costs, inclusive of retums on new investments made in generation plant, 

through a combination of net energy and ancillary service market revenues and capacity market revenues. Net energy 

market revenues in particular are driven by electricity demand and the spread between coal and natural gas prices. The 

economic conditions under which retrofit and retirement decisions are being made include: 

PJM©2011 il 
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Reduced natural gas/coal price spreads from $5-$7/mmBtu in 20.0.6-20.0.8 to $2-$3/mmBtu in 2009 that are 
forecast by the Energy Infomnalion Administration to continue until 20.16. 6 This reduces the net energy market 

revenues available to cover the costs of environmental retrofits. 

Lower forecast average hourly energy demand that leads to lower cost resources on the margin setting price and 

lower net energy market revenues available to cover the costs of environmental retrofits. Moreover, less efficient 

units w11l not run as often, further eroding net energy market revenues available to cover retrofit costs. 

Over the past four years, the combination of reduced natural gas/coal price spreads and lower demand have 

already resulted in lower capacity factors that have fallen from 65 percent in 20.0.7 to about 40. percent in 20.10. for 

coal-fired units less than 40.0. MW and more than 40. years old. 7 At the same time coal-fired units greater than 

40.0. MW, regardless of age, have maintained relatively constant capacity factors in the face of reduced hourly 

demands and reduced fuel price spreads. 

Overall, the decline in the gaslcoal price spread and average hourly demand have resulted in declining net 

energy market revenues for all coal capacity, but net revenues remain lowest for coal-fired units less than 40.0. 

MW and more than 40. years 01d. 8 

Coal-fired units more than 40. years old and less than 40.0. MW are less efficient, run less frequently on average, and 

accordingly, have seen their capacity factors and net energy revenues decline since 20.0.7. These older, smaller units, 

therefore, seem likely candidates for retirement should they require substantial environmental retrofits. They also do not 

enjoy economies of scale in retrofit costs that larger units possess. Therefore, any older, smaller unit in need of at least 

one major retrofit should be considered at risk for retirement. 

Table 2-ES shows the quantity of coal-fired capacity more than 40. years old and less than 40.0. MW that does not yet have 

some type of emissions controls. 9 Table 2-ES also shows, in parentheses, the percentage these older, smaller units 

represent of total coal-fired capacity fitting the emissions control status defined in the far left column. In general, these 

older, smaller units account for only 29 percent of total coal capacity, but account for more than half of the total coal 

capacity (in percentage temns) in need of major sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide retrofits as shown in Table 2-ES 
regardless of region. As much as 20,00.0 MW of coal-fired capacity are at risk for retirement in PJM (inclusive of DEOK and 

ATSI), with as much as 4,40.0. MW of that capacity located in the Mid-Atlantic region (MAAC) east of the west-to-east 
transmission constraints in PJM. 

Table 2·ES: Coal·fired Capacity More than 40 Years Old, Less than 400 MW in Size by Control Status and 

PJM © 2011 

~.~ .. ~~~~ ___ . Percentage of Catego'LTotal ~~_ .. _~._._~_ .. 

Total 

No 502 Controls 

No Fabric Filter 

PJM MAAC Rest of PJM 

22,907 (29%) 5;769(31%) F,1'S8{29%}'" 

17,387 (58%) 2,560. (60.%) 14,827 (57%) 

20.,104 (29%) 3,'729 (28%) 16,375 (29%) 
No 502 Control and No Fabric Filter 16,775 (57%) 2,0.35 (54%) 14,740. (57%) 

NQ 5CR 18,762 (51%) 4,456 (50.%) 14,30.6 (51%) 
No 502 Control and No 5CR 14,541 (63%) 2,236 (82%) 12,30.5 (61%) 
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162 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00168 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
14

6

Coal Risk for Retirement 

Using known net energy market revenues from PJM's Energy and Ancillary Service Markets from 2007-2010,10 PJM has 

derived the needed additional revenues, expressed in dollars per megawatt-day of installed capacity ($/MW-day ICAP) that 

generating units would be expected to require to continue operating into the future. PJM estimated retrofit costs from EPA­

supplied cost models assuming a 20-year recovery period using the capital recovery factors in the PJM tariff, and 

estimated tariff-defined avoidable costs for the years 2007-2010. 11 Units in the ATSI and DEOK regions are not included in 

this analysis because of the lack of PJM-market specific net energy and ancillary service market revenues for these units 

during 2007-2010. The needed additional revenues are then compared to the Net Cost of New Entry (Net CONE) from the 

2014/2015 Base Residual Auction, expressed in installed capacity temns, to detemnine how many megawatts of coal-fired 

generation are at risk for retirement. 12 

Capacity requiring greater than Net CONE are deemed to be 'most at risk" for retirement as they could be cost­

effectively displaced by the Reference Resource CT that defines Net CONE. If capacity requires more than 1.5 

Net CONE, this exceeds the maximum price in RPM. 

Capacity requiring between 0.5 Net CONE and Net CONE are deemed to be "at some risk" and their decisions to 

go forward will depend upon capacity market prices, all else being equal. 

Capacity requiring less than 0.5 Net CONE are considered "not at risk", and most of this capacity has installed 

most, if not all, required retrofits required to remain in service. 

The 2007-2010 period offers a natural experiment with respect to the impact of natural gas prices on the economic viability 

of coal units to continue operating into the future. Net energy market revenues in 2007-2008 were high along with natural 
gas prices. Conversely, net energy market revenues were low in 2009-2010 along with low natural gas prices. Given the 

forecast of continued low coal-natural gas price spreads and lower forecast average hourly demands into the future, the 
economic viability of coal units using 2009-2010 net energy and ancillary service market revenues seems to be the most 

reasonable assumption regarding the future viability of coal-fired generation in PJM under the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 

Table 3-ES: Capacity Economically at Risk for Retirement 

~~~!~1 

Table 3-ES summarizes PJM's estimate of coal-fired capacity economically at risk. Capacity "most at risk" is shaded in 

red, capacity "at some risk" is shaded in yellOW, and capacity deemed "not at risk" is shaded in green. There is 11,051 MW 

of coal-fired capacity "most at risk", shaded in red in Table :>-ES, with 3,194 MW in MAAC and 7,857 MW in the remainder 

of the RTO excluding ATSI and DEOK Of the capacity "most at risk", the average unit size is less than 200 MW, and the 

average ·age is over 50 years old. 

PJM©2011 iii I 
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Coal Capacity at Risk for Retirement 

There is also another 14,147 MW of capacity "at some risk" for retirement as shown in Table 3-ES and shaded in yellow. 

The average size is close to 400 MW, and the average age is 37 years old. In contrast, capacity deemed "not at risk" is on 

average just under 500 MW and 34 years old. 

In the RPM Base Residual Auction (BRA) conducted in May 2011 for the 201412015 Delivery Year, the amount of coal 

capacity cleared was 6,895 MW UCAP lower than what cleared in the BRA conducted in May 2010 for the 201312014 

Delivery Year, a reduction of 16 percent or about 7,350 MW of installed capacity less. 13 Of the $98.26IMW-day increase in 

the RTO Locational Deliverability Area (LOA) in the 201512015 BRA, PJM has been able to discern the addition of pollution 

control retrofit costs contributed in approximately $60-$80IMW-day to the price increase. 14 

Additionally, there have been public announcements of the intent to retire an approximately additional 7,000 MW of coal­

fired installed capacity by 2015, due to EPA rules, from AEP and Duke that satisfy their resource adequacy requirements 

outside of the RPM auction construct through the Fixed Resource Requirement (FRR) option. 151n total, there is over 

14,000 MW of installed coal-fired capacity that already appears headed toward retirement largely due to EPA rules. This 

initial market response to the EPA rules is more than 25 percent greater than the 11,000 MW of capacity requiring more 

than Net CONE to continue going forward suggesting additional capacity requiring between 0.5 Net CONE and Net CONE 

may elect to retire rather than retrofit. 

Even with almost 7,000 MW less coal capacity clearing for the 2014/2015 Delivery Year, PJM estimates the RTO will carry 

a reserve margin of 19.6 percent for the Delivery Year, including the demand and capacity commitments of FRR entities. 16 

Even with the potential retirement of coal capacity already announced by FRR entities, there are also announced 

commitments to replace a portion of that capacity with new gas-fired capacity such that the RTO would still carry a reserve 

margin at or above of the target 15.3 percent installed reserve margin. Add into the mix the potential for new entry from 

Demand Resources, as has been the trend in recent years, and resource adequacy does not appear to be threatened." 

Although no system-wide capacity problem is apparent in PJM from the announced retirements. this does not mean that 

localized reliability concerns may not arise given the location of particular units and the unique locational services they 

provide such as congestion management of particular transmission facilities, voltage support for the transmission system, 
or black start services. It is for this reason that PJM proposed, in its comments to the EPA in the NESHAP rulemaking, a 
"reliability safety valve" to be included in the final EPA NESHAP rule to address these particular circumstances. The key is 

whether replacement resources or transmission reinforcements can be timely added given the breadth of the potential 
retirements and the pressure on outside vendors to supply new turbines and related resources. 18 

As long as resource adequacy and local reliability are assured, the cycle of generation retirement and new resource entry 
are market-driven outcomes that can be reliability and efficiency enhancing. Newer, more efficient generation resources 

that replace retiring generation may have lower forced outage rates and thus, are more dependable than older generation 

resources that may be nearing the end of their useful lives. Additionally, new resources, whether it is new generation, 

demand response, or energy efficiency, may also provide lower cost alternatives to achieve resource adequacy. 

PJM©2011 iv I i1 i1 
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Coal Capacity at Risk far Retirement 

Of the approximately 78,000 MW of coal capacity in PJM, at least 30,000 MW (38 percent) requires sulfur dioxide 

controls to help comply with both the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 

Coal units less than 400 MW and more than 40 years old only account for 29 percent of the PJM total (almost 

23,000 MW), but account for more than half of the capacity without one or more of the necessary sulfur dioxide or 

nitrogen oxide retrofits to comply with CSAPR and NESHAP. 

Coal units less than 400 MW and more than 40 years old are less efficient, runs at lower capacity factors, and 

have the lowest net energy revenues per MW of capacity. As much as 20,000 MW of older, smaller capacity 

requires at least one major retrofit to comply with the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 

Approximately 11,000 MW of coal capacity is "at high risk" for retirement because this capacity requires revenues 

exceeding Net CONE to cover the costs of pollution control retrofits assuming a 20 year cost recovery and 

gaslcoal price spreads that persist as they have over the past two years. An additional 14,000 MW of capacity is 

"at some risk" as it requires between 0.5 Net CONE and Net CONE to cover the costs of retrofits under the same 

assumptions. 

In the 201412015 RPM BRA, approximately 7,000 MW less coal capacity cleared than in the 201312014 BRA and 

public announcements by FRR entities AEP and Duke indicate the intent to retire approximately 7,000 MW of 

coal capacity in response to EPA regulations. 

One caveat must be kept in mind in considering the range of outcomes discussed in this report. Ultimately, the decision to 

retrofit or retire a unit will be made by an individual generation owner based on its own needs for cost recovery (e.g. tenm 

and internal rate of return), expectations regarding future econornic conditions (e.g. gas prices and demand) and the shape 

of future environmental policy or rules that could affect the electric power industry (e.g. climate change policy). 

PJM © 2011 v I e 
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Coal Capacity at Risk for Retirement 
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Coal Capacity at Risk for Retirement 

ntraduction and flr(!::ln,i7l'1tinn 

3ince the proposal of EPA's Transport Rule in July 2010,19 PJM has been assessing coal-fired capacity "at risk" for 

-etirement due to EPA air pollution control rules, In particular, PJM has focused on the now finalized Transport Rule (now 

mown as the Cross State Air Pollution Rule or CSAPR)2° and the National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air 

'ollutants rule (known as HAP MACT or NESHAP).21 To date PJM has attempted to identify coal-fired capacity "at risk" for 

'etirement based upon the physical unit characteristics such as age, size, relevant pollution controls installed, unit capacity 

actors, and unit heat rates, Such identification provides a helpful screen to begin to detenmine the magnitude of units at 

isk for retirement. In addition to updating screens based on physical characteristics, PJM has further refined its 

lssessment by examining the economic viability of coal units to eam sufficient revenues to cover the costs of pollution 

:ontrol retrofits to meet the emissions caps or standards defined by the CSAPR and the NESHAP rule. 

~owever, PJM's analysis is not intended as a substitute for asset owners providing PJM with the earliest possible notice as 

'JM requested in its comments responding to the proposed NESHAP rule (at least two years before the effective date of 

:he EPA rules) to allow PJM to secure alternative resources or undertake needed transmission upgrades resulting from the 

Jnit retiremenJ.22 Unit retirements are complex decisions based on a number of factors known only to the asset owner. 

'JM's screen analysis is intended to provide the public with infonmation on the potential magnitude of retirements but not 

;ubstitute for those unit-specific decisions which well could vary individually and cumUlatively from the results of PJM's 

;creen analysis. 

:;oal capacity accounted for 41 percent of installed capacity and provided of 49 percent of total generation in 2010. 23 Given 
"JM's responsibility for reliability in tenms of facilitating resource adequacy through the Reliability Pricing Model (RPM) 

:;apacity Market, and transmission security through the Regional Transmission Planning (RTEP) Process, it is essential for 
"JM to begin the process of developing estimates of coal-fired capacity that may retire in response to finalized and 

Jroposed EPA regulations. The RPM Capacity Market will send price signals and commit resources on a least-cost basis 
:0 achieve resource adequacy so that retirement decisions will be made in the context of those market signals, However, 

Nith respect to transmission security, an estimate of specific coal units likely to retire, along with timely actual notice of an 

3sset owner's intentions, can aid PJM in ensuring that appropriate transmission upgrades can be identified and placed into 

;ervice. This will allow coal-fired capacity to retire as the least-cost compliance option with the EPA rules without hanming 

:ransmission reliability. 
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Following this Introductory section, the next section in the report provides an overview of the CSAPR and NESHAP rules 

which is then followed by an explanation of the types of control technologies that will likely be required to comply with both 

rules and their respective costs. Next, the report presents an estimation of coal-fired capacity "at risk" for retirement based 

on the physical characteristics of coal-fired units such as age, size, pollution control status, capacity factor, and heat rate. 

The estimation based on physical characteristic also alludes to the economics of coal capacity by age and size which is 

supported by the heat rate and capacity factor information and provides a transition into the economic analysis. 

To set the stage for the economic analysis, the next section in the report provides a broad economic context with an 

emphasis on narrowing coal-natural gas price spreads and the trend in projected lower load growth and ties this back to 

the historic trends in unit capacity factors and heat rates over time. The next section then provides background information 

and assumptions used in developing the economic assessment, and is immediately followed the economic estimate of 

coal-fired capacity at risk for retirement based upon historic net energy and ancillary service market revenues and 

estimated compliance costs under different scenarios. 

The last section summarizes the key conclusions providing bounds for the potential coal-fired capacity at risk of retirement 
due to the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 
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of EPA Air Pollution Rules 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has in the last year proposed and issued regulations that would 

require the owners of certain generation resources to make capital investments in air pollution control technologies in order 

to continue operating the resources. These rules include the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) issued on July 6, 

2011'4 and the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants Rule (NESHAP or HAP MACT) proposed on 

March 16, 2011 25 (hereto referred to together as the "rules") These rules will impact fossil-fuel-fired generation, primarily 

coal-fired generation. 

Specifically, the CSAPR and NESHAP rules indicate the need for coal-fired generation to install sulfur dioxide (SO,), 

mercury (Hg), particulate control, and possibly nitrogen oxide (NOx) control technologies if they have not already done so. 

The costs associated with these controls impact the economic viability of generators, which we attempt to analyze in this 

report. A summary of these rules is provided below. 

On July 6, 2011, the EPA introduced a rule to limit the interstate transport of emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and sulfur 

dioxide (S02) that contribute to hanmfullevels of fine particle matter (PM2.5) and ozone in downwind states. EPA identified 

emissions within 27 states in the eastem United States that affect the ability of downwind states to attain and maintain 

compliance with the 1997 and 2006 fine particulate matter national ambient air quality standards (NAAOS) and the 1997 
ozone NAAOS.26 

EPA also issued a supplemental proposal to request comment on its conclusion that six additional states significantly 

affect downwind states' ability to attain and maintain compliance with the 1997 ozone NAAOS." 

CSAPR was developed to replace the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR), which was remanded by the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the District of Columbia Circuit in 2008. 28 The final rule considered comments on the proposed Clean Air Transport 

Rule, and differs from the proposed rule in a number of areas. 29 This rule does not replace the Title IV "Acid Rain" 

program for SO" which remains intact. 30 

The CSAPR covers all fossil fuel-fired units greater than 25 MW that produce electricity for sale. Cogeneration and solid 

waste combustion units are exempt for the most part, and the regulation does not allow non-covered units to opt in. All 

states in PJM's footprint are covered, with the exception of Delaware, and the District of Columbia, which were removed 
because they did not significantly impact downwind states. 3j The regulation is set to be implemented rather quickly, with 

Phase 1 starting on January 1, 2012, and Phase 2 beginning January 1, 2014. To facilitate this schedule, the EPA is using 
Federal Implementation Plans (a federal regulation that the states must follow). 32 The states do have the ability to submit 

State Implementation Plans (SIPs) to replace the federal plans for compliance beginning in 2013, and, importantly, may 
propose applicability down to a nameplate capacity of 15 MW.33 

State Emissions Budgets (Allowance Allocations) 

CSAPR limits emissions from each state based their contribution to air pollution transport and contribution non-attainment 

of the fine particulate and ozone NAAOS at assumed cost thresholds reduction SO, or NO, emissions, 34 The rule 

separates states into two groups for SO, reductions based upon their contribution to non-attainment. Group 1 states have 

larger contributions to non-attainment and therefore have greater SO, reductions that must be made by 2014. Group 2 

states have smaller contributions and their emissions reductions are not as great as those of Group 1 states. 35 All affected 
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states in PJM are Group 1 states .. CSAPR also separates NO, emissions into two categories based on Annual and Ozone 

Season emissions. All affected PJM states are subject to both Annual and Ozone Season NO, emissions limits. 

The CSAPR incorporated updated emissions inventories and revised modeling due to comments received in response to 

the proposed rule. Incorporated in the final Integrated Planning Model were corrections to the heat rates and emissions 

rates used for cogeneration units; use of 2009 data for nitrogen oxide emissions rates rather than 2007 data; correction to 

an out-of-date decision rule for determining nitrogen oxide emissions rates; revised sulfur dioxide removal rates for ftue 

gas desulfurization (FGD) controls based on historical performance data rather than on engineering design data; 

limitations to unrestricted switching from bituminous to sub-bituminous coal; limitations on short-term coal switching; and 

corrections to the prices of waste coal. 36 This in turn changed the impact of upwind states on downwind states, and the 

subsequent allowance allocations (budgets) to affected states. The allocations were also affected by the change in the 

allocation methodology to heat input-based, which reduced the allocations from the proposal. 37 

Figure 1 shows the 2012-2013 state budgets for SO, for affected PJM states alongside 2010 state level emissions in those 

states. 38 Figure 1 shows Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania require significant emissions reductions (over 100,000 tons 

each) beginning in 2012-2013. All PJM states affected by the rule will face significant reductions from 2010 levels by 2014. 

Figure 1: State Sulfur Dioxide Budgets under CSAPR 
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Figures 2 and 3 show state budgets for Annual and Ozone Season NO, emissions alongside 2010 Annual and Ozone 

Season emissions. 39 Figures 2 and 3 show the amount of required emissions reductions from 2010 levels are much 

smaller in absolute terms, and in general much more constant over the 2012-2014 period, than the SO, reduction levels. 
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The emissions budgets (allowance allocations) are not set in stone, however. EPA established procedures to update the 
CSAPR rule after revisions to NMOS. The next revision due is to the ozone NMOS, which was expected in July, but 

was delayed to later this year. The EPA stated in the CSAPR rule that it "anticipates that additional upcoming actions, 

including likely additional interstate transport reductions to help states attain the upcoming new ozone NMOS, will result 
in significant additional nitrogen oxide reductions in the future."4o EPA also stated that it "is mindful of the need for SIPs to 

provide for continuing ozone progress to meet the 75 ppb level of the 2008 NMOS, or possibly lower levels based on the 

reconsideration. "41 This likely translates to tighter restrictions on nitrogen oxide emissions, a precursor to ozone, which in 

tum may result in more units requiring selective catalytic reduction, selective non-catalytic reduction or other similarly 
perfonming control technology to meet these nitrogen oxide restrictions. 

Figure 2: State Annual Nitrogen Oxide Budgets under CSAPR 
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Figure 3: State Nitrogen Oxide Ozone Season Budgets under CSAPR 
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Emissions Trading 

CSAPR creates four separate allowance trading programs - Annual NOx, Ozone Season NOx, Group 1 S02 (a more 

stringent group comprised of 16 states), and Group 2 S02 (a more moderate group comprised of seven states). As such, 

EPA's state budgets do not utilize CAIR allowances, and in contrast to CAIR, do not allow Title IV S02 allowances to be 

used. 42 Similarly, CSAPR S02 allowances will not be valid in the Acid Rain Program. 

All allowances are to be allocated to existing and new sources. For the 2012 Federal Implementation Plan there will be 
potential to auction allowances. For State Implementation Plans beginning in 2013, states may also decide whether to re­
allocate allowances among the covered units, allocate to other entities, such as renewable energy facilities, or auction the 

allowances. 43 Additionally, the EPA modified the rule so that if a unit ceases operations for two years, it will only receive 
allocations for two years past the two non-operating years, instead of for three years after three non-operating years that 

was proposed.44 

CSAPR allows for interstate trading of allowances between sources so long as at the end of the compliance period 

(calendar year or Ozone Season) emissions do not exceed the overall cap, and for each state, emissions do not exceed 

the state allowance budget plus a variability limit. The EPA refers to this rule as an "air quality assured trading program".45 

CSAPR defines variability limits, which are a fixed amount of emissions over the state budget that may be emitted each 

year; however, based on the inherent variability in emissions from electricity generators due to changes in dispatch driven 

by fuel price differentials or patterns of demand from one year to the next. 46 If the state budget plus the variability limit is 
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exceeded, assurance provisions are triggered. Assurance provisions require covered units in the state that exceeded their 

budget to submit two allowances for every ton of their share of the emissions exceedance. 47 

On March 16, 2011, the EPA proposed the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants from Coal- and ai/­
fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel-Fired Electric Utility, Industrial­

Commercial-Institutional, and Smallindustrial-Commercial-/nsh'tutional Steam Generating Units also known as the 

NESHAP Rule. The proposed NESHAP Rule requires coal-fired steam and solid fuel oil (petroleum coke) steam 

generators to meet an emissions rate standard, based on the maximum achievable contml technology (MACT), for 

mercury, hydmgen chloride (HCI) and total particulate matter (PM), with HCI being a surrogate for all acid gases and PM 

being a surrogate for non-mercury heavy metals. 48 NESHAP also requires liquid oil fired steam generators to meet limits 

on total HAP metals (including mercury), HCI and hydrogen fluoride (HF). The pmposed rule controls emissions of 

dioxins/furans and other organic HAPs for all five su bcategories throug h work practice standards rather than emission 

standards. EPA is pmposing numerical emission limits for Hg, particulate matter (PM). HCI, and HF as surrogates for the 

larger gmup of hazardous air pollutants that must be controlled under Clean Air Act § 112(d). 

Under Clean Air Act § 112(d), existing coal- and oil-fired electric generating units have three years after the proposed 

NESHAP Rule is finalized to comply with the emissions limits. The anticipated compliance deadline is January 1, 2015. An 

additional (fourth) year to comply may be granted by the local (state) permitting authority effectively pushing the 

compliance deadline for units granted an extension to January 1, 2016. Because the emissions standards proposed in 

NESHAP are based on the MACT standard, the rule effectively requires affected generating units to install pollution control 

technologies in some combination that will result in emissions rates at or below the standards. PJM provided comments to 

the EPA regarding the compliance timeframe in the proposed NESHAP Rule, and the necessity for the EPA to provide a 

vehicle for targeted case-by-case compliance extensions where warranted by the time required to address any bulk power 

grid reliability issues. 49 

The proposed NESHAP rule employs five subcategories of standards depending upon the characteristics of fuel burned by 

the affected generating unit, and by combustion technology: one for units firing coal with a heating value <: 8,300 Btullb, 

one for units firing coal (lignite) with a heating value < 8,300 Btuilb), one for units firing liquid oil, one for units firing solid 

oil-derived fuel, and one for integrated gasification combined-cycle units. Additionally, the proposed NESHAP rule allows 

emissions averaging among similar units at the same facility, the ability to use surrogates to monitor emissions 

compliance: hydrogen chloride for acid gases and particulate matter for hazardous metals, the designation of five separate 

subcategories with tailored limits, and separate monitoring provisions for limited use oil-fired units. 

Overview and Costs of Pollution Controls for 

Figure 4 provides a graphic overview of the range of pollution control technologies that are likely to be installed in response 

to the CSAPR and the NESHAP Rule. Many of the pollution control technologies represented in Figure 4 can serve to help 

coal-fired generation to meet the emissions reduction requirements of both rules. For example, scrubbers, also known as 

Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD), can achieve sulfur dioxide removal rates of up to 98 percent, which help reduce sulfur 

dioxide emissions targeted by the CSAPR. 50 At the same time, FGDs also aid in the removal of acid gases and mercury 

that is targeted by the NESHAP Rule. Of all the control technologies that coal-fired generation may need to install, FGDs 

are the most capital intensive as can be seen in Tables 2 and 3 below. 51 
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A lower capital cost option to FGOs is known as dry sorbent injection (OSI). While having a lower capital cost (about one­

tenth of an FGO at a 500 MW unit size). OSI has higher variable operation and maintenance (VOM) costs as seen in 

Tables 2 and 3.52 OSI is not as effective at sulfur dioxide removal, achieving only up to 50 percent removal efficiencies for 

generally medium to lower sulfur coals. 53 OSI can also be employed to reduce acid gases and mercury under the NESHAP 

Rule, but would need to be accompanied by the installation of a bag house in order to meet particulate emission standards 

that are already in place and to further help reduce mercury emissions. 54 

Figure 4: Representation of Pollution Control Retrofits" 

Source: Sratlle Group 

Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) as shown in Figure 4 is designed to remove nitrogen oxide emissions that are 

targeted by the CSAPR. In addition, SCR can provide co-benefits in mercury removal to the extent that if it is paired with 

an FGO, it should not be necessary to use other controls for mercury removal under the NESHAP Rule. 56 SCRs typically 
achieve 70-80 percent removal efficiencies for nitrogen oxides. 57 

An alternative to SCR is Selective Non-Catalytic Reduction (SNCR), which has a lower cost than SCR as seen in Tables 2 

and 3, but also has lower nitlUgen oxide removal efficiencies (typically 25-35 percent).58 SNCR, unlike SCR, does not have 
co-benefits with respect to mercury removal. 
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Finally, a fabric filter (also known as a baghouse), as shown in Figure 1, in combination with activated carbon injection 

(ACI) can be used to help reduce mercury and other heavy metal emissions from coal-fired generation to meet the 
requirements of the NESHAP Rule, as well as complement OSI as mentioned above. Fabric filters in combination with ACI 

have capital costs similar to SCRs as shown in Tables 2 and 3.59 The ACI cost component is less than one-tenth the cost 

of the fabric filter. 

Table 2: Pollution Control Retrofit Costs for a Representative 500 MW Coal Unit6ll 

~COnirolTeci1nology~CapitafCost (iikWj- FixedO&Ml$iMW-yr) Variable O&M ($IMWh) 
FGD~""um~·~·'-~~-"'-$&;T~-~~' ~~~ $1.81 

OSI $40 $590 $7.92 

SCR $197 $720 $0.66 
SNCR 

FabricFilter,+ACI 
$19 

$155,+$9 
$260 $1.33 

$0.15+$0.93 

While Table 2 provides a snapshot of pollution control cosls for a representative 500 MW unit, pollution control retrofit 

capital costs, fixed O&M, and to some extent variable O&M vary with the size of the unit in question. In general, there are 

economies of scale in retrofit installations, with smaller units facing larger capital costs per kW of capacity, larger fixed 

O&M costs per MW of capacity, and potentially higher variable costs per MWh of generation output. The implication is that 

smaller coal-fired units will face greater costs per unit of capacity than larger units that can take advantage of economies of 

scale in retrofit installation and operation. 

Table 3 shows an estimated range of pollution control retrofit costs for coal-fired units in PJM that are derived from cost 

models developed for the EPA and used in their analyses of the CSAPR and the NESHAP Rule. These cost estimate 

ranges reflect PJM analysis to delermine which pollution conlrol retrofits would be necessary for each coal-fired generator 

to continue operating while simultaneously complying with the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. Table 3 clearly shows the wide 

range of costs depending on a unit's size, with the estimates allhe higher end of the ranges applying 10 small units and the 
lower costs applying to large units. 

These higher costs mean that small units will require greater revenues per MW of capacity to pay for pollution control 

retrofits than will large units. From this fact alone, one may draw the conclusion that smaller coal-fired units in need of 

major pollution control retrofits will be at greater risk for retirement due the CSAPR and NESHAP rules than will larger units 
in need of similar retrofits, but which can take advantage of economies of scale. Moreover, given large ranges seen in 

Table 3, pollution control retrofit costs are unit specific based on size, and no doubt with respect to other factors that only 

unit owners are aware, making it difficult to draw more specific or definitive retrofit or retire conclusions based on the cost 
estimates alone. An understanding of the available revenues to cover these costs is also necessary. 
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Table 3: Pollution Control Retrofit Cost Estimate Ranges for Coal Generation in PJM" 

--CoiitroTfeCi;noro-gy~'-MW Size Rangecapj!af Cost ($IkWjFixeiiO&Ml$lMW-:yrj-Variabie-O&Ml$iMwi;f 
'-~'""fGO:Raiige-~"~28-1,300 MW-- $331:$1,149 ~1;58Q.~4,71:O~, .~,~, "-·$1.0f·l~:8r~-

(Average) (211 MW) ($677) ($12;1(jO) ($1\9,3) 
OSI Range 43 - 1,320 MW $9-$273 $170·$5,670 $2.00-$15.54 

(Average) (408 MW) ($89) ($1,780) ($5.71) 

SCRRarige 16-554MW $175,$427 $55Q-$15,600 $0,2(}.$1.41 
(Average) (161 MW) ($263) ($4,130) ($0.47) 

SNCR Range 45-1,300 MW $11-$136 $140-$4,900 $0.34-$2.16 

(Average) (256 MW) ($48) ($1,190) ($1.12) 

Fabric FUt~r'+,ACIRange 16,- 1,320 Mw $1.18,$468 $~21).$9;340 ${),52-$1:5$ 

". ___ ._~veragel __ ~ ____ (299~~L.".,.,_,~ ..... (!~3~!'_._ .. _, .. """.",t11~.~?~~"~_."_~;.09L __ 
In order to place the pollution control retrofit costs in Tables 2 and 3 into context, it is helpful to view them in comparison to 

the costs to build and operate new natural gas combustion turbines and combined cycle units. In a paradigm in which 

generation remains traditionally regulated, the cost of building new gas generation would likely be compared to the cost of 

environmental retrofits to see which is more cost-effective. In a wholesale market environment such as PJM, a comparison 

of costs of new gas generation to the cost of retrofits provides a market-based benchmark to determine whether retrofitting 

existing coal-fired generation is cost..competitive with new entry gas resources. Such a market-based benchmark provides 

some indication of which coal units are at greater risk for retirement if they are not cost competitive with new entry gas 

resources. Table 4 provides a range of cost estimates for new natural gas simple cycle (no steam generator) combustion 

turbines and combined cycle (include a heat recovery steam generator) combustion turbines recently developed for PJM 

and supplemented with information from a recent Energy Information Administration study on the cost of new build 

generation technologies. 62 

Table 4: Costs of New Entry Natural Gas Technologies 

--~'----~---'CapTtaiCost($TkwT"FiXedO&M($7MW:yrfVariabj'e O&M ($/Mwilf 
--Simple Cydfecr'~-16654W5-----'$[76~6;986-~---~--$§]7J14j;~0 -_.-

Combined Cycle CT $1,000-$1,150 $21,600 $3.23 

For a representative 500 MW unit with retrofit costs as described in Table 2, it appears that installing an FGO and SCR 

retrofit that would comply with both CSAPR and the NESHAP rules would be cost competitive with new entry gas 

technologies on a capital and fixed O&M cost basis alone. For smaller units it is not clear that installing a full suite of 

retrofits necessary to comply with the CSAPR and the NESHAP rules is cost competitive. For example, it would appear 

that for smaller units, installing an FGO and SCR is higher cost than a new entry combustion turbine on a capital and fixed 

O&M cost basis. However, if smaller units could install a different combination of technologies such as OSI, SNCR, and 

bag house in combination with ACI, a unit could meet the NESHAP requirements and remain cost competitive with new 

entry gas generation on a capital and fixed O&M cost basis, but the sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions reductions 

for CSAPR would not be nearty as great, and would leave smaller units more exposed to potentially high allowance prices 

and by extension higher running costs. 
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While cost comparisons provide a useful indicator, they are not dispositive. Ultimately, retrofit or retirement decisions will 

be based on costs, as well as on the potential to earn revenues in wholesale markets in the future. Part of the potential to 
earn revenues into the future depends upon the overall market environment. 

Economic Environment KGltlo\lIer and Retirement Decisions 

Coal-fired generation can cover its going forward operating costs, inclusive of returns on new investments made in 

generation plant such as emissions control retrofits, through a combination of net energy and ancillary service market 

revenues and through capacity market revenues. Net energy market revenues for a coal-fired unit are driven by a 

combination of three main factors: 1) The efficiency of the unit as measured by its heat rate; 2) the average hourly demand 

for energy; and 3) the spread between coal and natural gas prices. 

The efficiency of the coal-fired generating unit detenmines the order in which it will be dispatched for energy relative to 

other coal-fired units facing similar fuel prices, and has a bearing on the order in which it will be dispatched relative to other 

generating units using other fuels, such as natural gas. Units that are more efficient should be dispatched more often, and 

therefore earn higher net energy and ancillary service market revenues compared to their less efficient counterparts. 

Those more efficient units then have greater opportunity to cover the cost for pollution control retrofits. Intuitively, one 

would expect smaller and older generating coal-fired units, all else being equal, to operate at lower efficiencies (higher 

heat rates) regardless of other market conditions. Figure 5 shows that units in excess of 400 MW in size, regardless of 

age, operate at lower heat rates (greater efficiency), and are approximately 20 percent more efficient than units less than 

400 MW in size regardless of age. Figure 5 also shows that for units more than 40 years old, units less than 400 MW in 

size are also less efficient than the average for their age class. Overall, smaller and older coal-fired units are likely to be 

dispatched less often and therefore earn lower net energy and ancillary service market revenues that can be used to cover 
costs of pollution control retrofits. 

Figure 5: Gross Heat Rate of Coal-fired Generation by Age and Size: 2007-201063 
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The average hourty demand for energy is also a driver for net energy and ancillary service market revenues for coal-fired 

units. The higher the average hourly demand, the more expensive andlor less efficient the marginal unit for energy will be 

to balance supply and demand on the system, and a higher market clearing price for energy. All else equal, the higher 

energy demand leads to greater net energy and ancillary service market revenues through higher energy prices. Less 

efficient coal-fired units benefit from higher demand in that they will be dispatched more often than would be the case with 

lower average hourty demand, leading to higher net energy and ancillary service market revenues. 

For the 2007-2010 period, we can see the declining average hourty demand in 2008 and 2009 due to the recession, and 

slight bounce back in 2010 as shown in Figure 6.64 The forecasts for average hourty demand have fallen significantly from 

2010 to 2011, showing an average load 2,500 MW lower in each hour in 2014, reflecting the continued expectation of a 

slow economic recovery. The implication is that if forecasts of average hourty demand remain low, then the expectation is 

that net energy revenues will be lower in future years for all coal-fired units, all else equal. In addition, this effect is 

magnified for smaller and older coal-fired units since they will also likely be dispatched less often relative to expectations of 

higher average hourty demands shown in Figure 6. 

Figure 6: PJM Average Hourly Loads: Actual and Forecast 
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Net energy and ancillary service market revenues for coal-fired generation will also be affected by the spread between coal 

and natural gas prices. Historically during peak periods, natural gas fired generation is the marginal unit type dispatched by 

P JM to balance supply and demand and therefore determines the price of energy during those periods. The higher the gas 
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price, the higher will be energy prices during peak periods, and given the cost of coal, the higher will be net energy market 

revenues for coal generation. For less efficient coal-fired units, a large coal-natural gas price spread implies they will be 
dispatched ahead of natural gas generation, whereas a small coal-natural gas price spread may result in combined cycle 

natural gas generation being dispatched ahead of inefficient coal units given the efficiency advantage of combined 

cycle gas. 

The spread between coal and natural gas prices has fallen significantly, from over $5.00ImmBtu in 2006-2008 to $2.50-

$2.80/mmBtu in 2009 and 2010. As forecasted by the Energy Information Administration in its 2011 Annual Energy 

Outiookthe spread will remain below $3.00/mmBtu through 2015 as shown in Figure 7. 65 The decreasing coal-natural gas 

spread means lower net energy market revenues for all coal units. including large, base-load coal units, in every hour they 

operate. For smaller, older coal units that are less efficient, they may actually be displaced by natural gas units in addition 

to earning smaller margins when they do operate. 

Figure 7: Actual and Forecast Coal-Natural Gas Price Spreads 

$10.00 

$9.00 

$8.00 

$7.00 

'" 
$6.00 

iii 
E $5.00 
E 
;;; $4.00 

$3.00 

$2.00 

$1.00 

$0.00 

~·-Gas 

····Coal 

National Average Annual Delivered Price of Coal and 
Natural Gas 2006-2010 

Forecast Prices tom BAAnnual Energy GJUook 2011 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
$6.94 $7.11 $9.01 $4.74 $5.08 $4.94 $4.93 $5.00 $5.04 $5.23 $5.38 
$1.69 $1.77 $2.07 $2.21 $2.26 $2.27 $2.23 $2.23 $2.24 $2.31 $2.31 

The cumulative effect of the declining average hourly demand and spread in coal and natural gas prices have led to a 
decline in coal-fired generation capacity factors (units running fewer hours) for smaller and older units that are less efficient 

as seen in Figure 8. 56 Coal-fired generation that is less than 400 MW in size and more than 40 years old saw its capacity 

factor decline from approximately 65 percent in 2007 to just Qver 40 percent in 2010. In stark contrast, units greater than 

400 MW in size, regardless of age, saw a relatively small decline in their capacity factors. The reduced average hourly 

demand and narrowed coal-natural gas price spread has adversely affected the utilization of smaller, older units, which will 

have a considerable downward impact on net energy and ancillary service market revenues. 
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Figure 8: Coal Capacity Factors by Age and Size 2007·2010 
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While larger units have not seen an appreciable erosion in utilization with the changing electricity demand and fuel price 

conditions. these conditions also have led to declining net energy market revenues based on reduced margins in the hours 
they do run. Figure 9 shows that all coal units saw a dramatic fall in net energy market revenues forthe 2009-2010 period 
after much higher revenues in 2007-2008 when both average hourty demand fell and the coal-natural gas price spread 
narrowed. However, Figure 9 shows that larger coal units, greater than 400 MW in size, still held an advantage in terms of 

net energy market revenues on dollars per MW year basis with 30-50 percent higher net energy market revenues in 2009-
2010 compared to coal-fired units that are more than 40 years old and less than 400 MW in size, 

Figure 9: Net Energy Market Revenues by Age and Size" 
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Given the recent history of demand and coal-natural gas price spreads, along with forecasts for lower demands than 

previously expected and the forecast coal-natural gas price spread, the net energy market revenue outlook for older and 

PJM©2011 141 



180 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00186 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
16

4

Coal Capacity at Risk for Retirement 

smaller coal units that continue operating does not appear as attractive as it was during 2007-2008 with higher demands 

and higher gas prices. The prospects of lower net energy market revenues in the presence of environmental rules that 
would require significant capital investment will make it more difficult to cover the costs of necessary future environmental 

retrofits. 

Examination of Pollution Controls 
_U,,", .... at Risk 

in ,,,,,.,,,,.,,,,, as Screen for Coal·fired 

As noted in the preceding two sections, smaller, older coal-fired generation is seemingly at greater risk for retirement due 

to the CSAPR and NESHAP rules than larger units because they are less efficient on average. These units have higher 

retrofit costs per unit of capacity due to economies of scale, and lower net energy and ancillary service market revenues 

on average. Coal-fired generating units will only be at risk due to the CSAPR and NESHAP if they do not yet have pollution 

control technologies installed and in-service, and would have to make capital expenditures to comply with 

these rules. 

Table 5 provides the composition of coal-fired capacity in PJM as of June 30, 2011, inclusive of generation in the recently 

integrated ATSI zone, the soon to be integrated DE OK (Duke Ohio and Kentucky) zone, and capacity resources external 

to P JM. 68 These capacity figures do not include 2,799 MW of coal-fired capacity that has already deactivated since 

January 1, 2009 or has filed to be deactivated by as late as January 1, 2015. 

Capacity is broken down by age and size and broad locations reflecting major west-to-east transmission constraints: the 

Mid-Atlantic region (MAAC) and the rest of the RTO. Table 5 shows there is just over 78,000 MW of summer net 

dependable coal-fired, installed capacity in PJM. With the focus on smaller and older units "at greatest risk", it is notable 

that approximately 23,000 MW (29.5 percent) are less than 400 MW in size and more than 40 years old. One-third of coal­

fired capacity is less than 400 MW in size regardless of age. 

Table 5: Composition of Coal·fired Capacity in PJM by Age, Size, and Location 

Total Coal 78,613 18,761 

Coal>40years 41,815 12,334 

COal< 400 MW 26,645 7,162 

Coal> 40 years, < 400 MW 22,907 5,769 

59,852 

29,481 

19,483 

17,138 

The breakdown of capacity by region is such that roughly one-quarter coal-fired capacity is in the Mid-Atlantic (MAAC) and 

the remainder is in the rest of the RTO. As mentioned previously, PJM expects older and smaller units would likely have 
greater costs per unit of capacity for emissions control retrofits and consequently would reqUire higher RPM or Energy 

Market revenues to continue operating. Additionally, uncontrolled units in the MAAC region may have a greater impact on 

transmission reliability and congestion than in the rest of the RTO, and therefore may warrant additional attention. 

The precise number of megawatts requiring emission control retrofits is difficult to identify because CSAPR is a limited cap 

and trade rule with some flexibility and the NESHAP rule mandates emission rate standards for acid gases, mercury, and 

non-mercury heavy metals that can potentially be met by different combinations of emissions control technologies. What 
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does seem clear is that some sort of S02 and particulate technology would be required to comply with the NESHAP rule 

that will also provide co-beneFits toward meeting the requirements under CSAPR. 

In general, the fewer controls that need to be installed, the lower the costs that must be incurred to comply with the 

proposed EPA rules if a coal unit wishes to continue operating beyond the proposed NESHAP compliance deadline of 

January 1, 2015, and be available to operate at high capacily factors under the CSAPR. Table 6 shows the amount of 

coal-fired capacily without technologies to control sulfur dioxide emissions such as FGD and DSI, or that uses circulating 

fluidized bed (CFB) combustion technology. 69 

Table 6: Coal-Fired Capacity in PJM without Sulfur Dioxide Controls by Age, Size and Location 
~~,,---~--~-~.,-,-,-,,-

PJM RTO MAAC '~RestofPJM~ 

Total Coal 30,069 

Coal> 40 years 24,217 3,794 20,423 

Coat<400MW 17,444 2,617 14,82:;' 

Coal> 40 years, < 400 MW 17,387 2,560 14,827 

The presence of sulfur dioxide controls, or lack thereof, is indicative of potentially large costs that may need to be 

incurred by coal-generation to comply with the NESHAP rule for acid gas and mercury reductions, and achieve significant 

sulfur dioxide reductions that would allow the unit to operate at higher capacily factors under the CSAPR. A total of 

only 38 percent of coal generation in PJM does not yet have in service some kind of sulfur dioxide control. Yet, nearly 

76 percent of smaller, older coal units do not possess any sulfur dioxide controls, and these units account for more than 

half of the total capacily that does not possess sulfur dioxide controls. By region, MAAC only has 2,500-2,600 MW of 

smaller, older capacily without sulfur dioxide controls, or 14 percent of the total capacity less than 400 MW and more than 

40 years old without sulfur dioxide controls. 

In many cases fabric filters appear to be necessary to comply with the NESHAP rule to aid in the control of mercury 

emissions, or to help offset the increased particulate emissions from the use of ACI for mercury, or DSI for acid gases. 

Table 7 provides the breakdown of coal-fired capacity that does not have a fabric filter installed. 70 Almost 88 percent of 
coal-fired capacily does not have a fabric filter installed, with the same percentage of smaller, older units also currently 

operating without a fabric filter. However, fabric filters appear to be slightly more prevalent in the eastern part of PJM 
(MAAC) than in the rest of the RTO, with smaller and older units in MAAC accounting for only 18 percent of the total 

capacity less than 400 MW and more than 40 years old without a fabric filter. 

Table 7: Coal-Fired Capacity in PJM without Fabric Filters by Age, Size and Location 

~~~~~~~~'~~'~PJM RTO····MAAE·~Re~st of 'PJM-

Total Coal 69,115 56,095 
Coal> 40 years 37.796 9,736 28,060 
Coal < 400 MW 21,035 3;786 17,249 

Coal> 40 
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As discussed above, even if coal-fired generators wished to install lower cost sulfur dioxide controls such as OSI, and also 
install ACI to control mercury, a fabric filter installation would most likely be necessary to achieve the proposed emission 

rate standards under the NESHAP Rule, while ensuring there was no increase in particulate emissions.71 

Selective catalytic reduction (SCR) is not essential for complying with the NESHAP rule, but the large reductions in 

nitrogen oxide emissions allow coal-fired generation to operate at higher capacity factors given the stringent caps under 

the CSAPR. As mentioned above, an SCR in combination with an FGO can most likely meet the acid gas and mercury 

emissions standards under the NESHAP Rule without the need to install ACI or a fabric filter. Table 8 shows composition 

of coal capacity without an SCR installedJ2 

Table 8: Coal-fired Capacity in PJM without Selective Catalytic Reduction by Age, Size and Location 

~-----~-'---"'-"--"---'PJMRT'OMAAC . Rest-;;TjJJ/,f-

lotal Coal 
Coal> 40 years 

Coal<400MW 

Coal> 40 years, < 400 MW 

26,481 

21,818 

6,905 

5,405 

27,SB 

19,576 

16,413 

Only 46 percent of coal-fired capacity across the RTO does not have installed SCR, but for smaller, older units, almost 82 
percent doesn't have installed SCR for the control of nitrogen oxides. Of the smaller, older units without SCR, only 24 
percent reside in MAAC with the remainder in the rest of the RTO. 

Coal-fired generation requiring the installation of more than one of the more expensive pollution control technologies is 

arguably at greater risk for retirement than requiring the installation of only one technology. For example, while SCR may 
not be required to comply with the NESHAP Rule, it does provide co-benefits with an FGO for mercury reductions and 

reduces nitrogen oxide emissions, which are capped under the CSAPR, and should allow the unit to operate more in the 

energy market, thus earning more revenue to pay for controls. Altematively, a coal unit may elect to install a combination 
of OSI and a fabric filter to comply with the NESHAP Rule, and may forego installing an SCR in favor of a lower cost SNCR 
in the belief that the additional cost of an SCR is more than the revenues it could earn by running additional hours. 

Table 9 presents the composition of coal capacity that does not have sulfur dioxide controls and does not also have a 
fabric filter. 73 Almost 63 percent of coal capacity within PJM has at least a sulfur dioxide control or a fabric filter, but given 
the information in Tables 6 and 7, it is most likely the case that a sulfur dioxide control is installed rather than a fabric filter. 
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Table 9: Coal-Fired Capacity in PJM without Sulfur Dioxide Controls and Fabric Filter by Age, Size and Location 

3,756 25,701 
Coal> 40 years 23,605 3,269 20,336 
Coal < 400 MW 16,832 2,092 14,740 

Coal> 40 years, < 400 MW 

rhe set of smaller, older coal units without both controls is smaller than the capacity requiring just one control. However, 

)6 percent of coal capacity less than 400 MW and more than 40 years old that does not have sulfur dioxide controls also 

loes not have a fabric filter installed, The implication from Table 9 and Table 6 is that almost 17,000 MW of coal capacity 

hat is smaller and older will require multiple pollution control retrofits to comply with the NESHAP rule, The question then 

'emains as to what combination of controls would be installed if these coal units decide to continue operating in 

;ompliance with the NESHAP Rule rather than retire, considering the caps on sulfur dioxide emissions under the CSAPR. 
Nithout considering controls for nitrogen oxide emissions and the possible co-benefits for mercury reduction, the decision 

In installing DSI or FGD will rest upon whether the coal unit owner believes the incremental costs of FGD over DSI are 
ess than the additional energy market revenues the unit may earn by being able to further reduce sulfur dioxide emissions 

o allow it to run profitably in more hours under the CSAPR. 

r able 10 shows the coal capacity in P JM that does not have installed both sulfur dioxide controls and SCR for nitrogen 

lxide reductionsJ4 As has been discussed, the combination of an FGD for sulfur dioxide and SCR for nitrogen oxide 

'eductions would allow a coal unit to run more hours given the caps under CSAPR, while also being able to achieve the 
,missions rate standards under the NESHAP Rule, 

Table 10: Coal-Fired Capacity in PJM without Sulfur Dioxide Controls and SCR by Age, Size and Location 

~~~----~--------'-PJM-Rl;O--MAAC--ReSiofPJM-

Total Coal 22,866 2,723 20,143 
Coal> 40 years 17,644 2,236 15,408 
Coal<400MW 14,598 2,293 12,305 

Coal> 40 years, < 400 MW 

iTO-wide, only 29 percent of all coal capacity lacks both a sulfur dioxide control and SCR. However, 63 percent of 
,maller, older units lack both an SCR and some type of sulfur dioxide control. Again, a sulfur dioxide control like an FGD or 
)SI will be necessary to reduce acid gas emissions targeted under the NESHAP Rule, but an SCR is a control that wculd 

3110wa unit to run more often under the nitrogen oxide caps of the CSAPR. The decision by unit owners on the 

:ombination of controls to install, given a decision to continue operating, will depend upon the unit owner's assessment of 

Nhat would make the most sense from a financial standpoint. 
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Given the economies of scale in the costs of pollution control retrofits, and the historical evidence of lower net energy 

market revenues for smaller and older units, the need to install any type of pollution control retrofit for these units less than 

400 MW and more than 40 years old places such a unit at some risk for retirement. In the class of units less than 400 MW 

and more than 40 years old, there are at least 20,000 MW lacking a key control (fabric filter) as shown in Table 7. As much 

as 4,400 MW of that smaller, older capacity located east of the west-to-east transmission constraints in PJM may require 

some additional retrofit as shown in Table 8. 

Still. units that require more than one pollution control retrofit are likely at an even greater risk for retirement because 

additional controls will increase costs and further diminish the financial viability of continuing in commercial operation 

beyond January 1. 2015. By this metric, there are nearly 17,000 MW of smaller, older coal units that lack sulfur dioxide 

controls and a fabric filter. 

While an examination of control status by age and size is indicative of the risk of retirement, it is not dispositive as there 

may be conditions at some of these smaller, older units that PJM cannot observe that would allow the unit to retrofit with a 

lower cost. For example, a group of small units sharing a common stack could be retrofit more efficiently than the same 

size units on separate stacks. There may also be conditions at larger units that would make it unattractive or infeasible to 

install retrofits that cannot be observed by PJM, putting such units at risk for retirement. 

Finally, while average cost and revenue trends can be discemed for units of different ages and sizes to provide an intuitive 

indication of which coal units would be at risk for retirement by control status, the ultimate driver for the retrofiUretirement 

decision will be the specific economic conditions faced by each unit owner. Such conditions include the location, 

availability, and unit specific fuel costs in addition to the overall economic environment. 

Economic Assessment of Coal Ca~laCjtv at Risk for Retirement: the 

Owners of coal-fired generation subject to the CSAPR and NESHAP rules will only install the necessary pollution control 

retrofits to continue operating in compliance with the aforementioned rules if they believe they can eam sufficient revenues 

in the Energy and RPM Capacity Markets in excess of costs (including the costs of retrofits) that will allow them to earn 

their target return on investment. It is this "simple" decision rule that informs the economic assessment of coal generation 

that is at risk for retirement. Yet, in spite of the simplicity of the decision rule. the actual inputs into that decision may be far 

more complex. uncertain, and rely on conditions at units known only to the owners themselves, or on expectations of future 
operating conditions that are unique to each unit owner. 

The controls associated with sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide reductions required under the CSAPR are well known and 

understood as discussed above in the section summarizing pollution control technologies, There also is available 

information on sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions levels and rates by which to evaluate the need for control 
technologies, 

From EPA analysis of data provided by generation owners in developing the NESHAP rule, the technologies that can 

control mercury, acid gases, and non-mercury heavy metals in particulates are also well known and understood. 

Unfortunately, there is not the same extensive unit level data on hazardous air pollutant emissions by which to evaluate the 

need for specific control technologies, Consequently, PJM determines the control technologies that will be required based 

upon data submitted to EPA that were used to determine the NESHAP emissions rate standards, 75 For compliance with 
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CSAPR, PJM bases retrofits needs on current sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions rates compared to a desired 

emissions rate level that PJM assumes will allow generation resources to achieve compliance with CSAPR in the absence 
of liquid emissions allowance trading. 

Sulfur Dioxide Reductions 

The analysis targets a sulfur dioxide emissions rate of 0.15lbslmmBtu of heat input.'6 This emissions rate is chosen to 

achieve sulfur dioxide emissions reductions that would allow a coal unit to continue operating under CSAPR as it would 

have without CSAPR. Because sulfur dioxide is used as a proxy measure for acid gases, this would also achieve the 

required acid gas emissions rate standard under NESHAP. The decision rule for sulfur dioxide emissions controls is: 

Install a wet limestone FGO if a sulfur dioxide emission rate reduction of more than 50 percent is required to 

achieve the target 0.15lblmmBtu emissions rate level: or 

Install dry sorbent injection (OSI) if a sulfur dioxide emissions rate reduction of 20-50 percent is required to 

achieve the target 0.15lblmmBtu emissions rate level. 

Nitrogen Oxide Reductions 

Similar to sulfur dioxide reductions, the analysis targets a nitrogen oxide emissions rate of 0.15lbslmmBtu of heat inputJ7 

This emissions rate would allow a coal unit to continue operating under CSAPR as it would have without CSAPR. The 

decision rule for nitrogen oxide emissions controls is: 

If an emissions rate reduction of more than 60 percent is required to achieve the 0.15lbslmmBtu emissions rate 

target, an SCR would be installed. 

If an emissions rate reduction of 20-60 percent is required to achieve the 0.15lbslmmBtu emissions rate target, 

an SNCR would be installed. 

Mercury Reductions 

If a combination of a wet limestone FGO and SCR are installed on a unit, no other controls are assumed to be needed to 

further reduce mercury or non-mercury heavy metal emissions as the combination of those have been shown to achieve 

the mercury emissions rate standard. Otherwise, activated carbon injection (ACI) must be installed to control mercury 
emissions. 

Particulates and Non-mercury Heavy Metals 

If a unit installs ACI or OSI, then a fabric filter installation will be required even if the unit already has an electrostatic 

preCipitator (ESPs) in service for the control of particulates. A fabric filter ensures the particulates from ACI and OSI 
bonding to and capturing the hazardous air pollutants are themselves captured and not emitted to the atmosphere. 

Each generation owner almost certainly has different views regarding the inputs into the retrofiVretirement decision for coal 

generation impacted by the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. These owner specific beliefs regarding the future profitability of 

coal units include, but are not limited to the following issues. 
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Unit or site specific considerations that are only known to the generation owner. For example, if a unit owner 

believes there are significant clean-up liabilities once a unit is retired, the owner may choose to install retrofits to 

continue operating to avoid those liabilities. Conversely, a unit that appears to be financially viable with retrofits 

may be unable to install them if the site does not have the space to allow for such retrofits except at much higher 

costs. 

Differing expectation on future environmental policies (e.g. climate change), natural gas prices and average 

hourly energy demand that will affect future net energy market revenues. Unit owners that are bullish on future 

market revenues may opt to install retrofits on units that would at first glance appear uneconomic. Along similar 

lines, some units that appear economic for retrofits may retire if the unit owners are bearish on future energy 

market prospects. 

Differences in required retum on investment and period for retrofit cost recovery. Unit owners willing to recover 

retrofit costs over longer periods or with lower hurdle rates of retum on investment, all else equal, will be more 

likely to opt for retrofits than for retirement. On the other hand, unit owners with shorter recovery periods and/or 

higher hurdle rates of return on investment will be more likely to opt for retirement, all else equal, than for the 

installation of retrofits as the required annual revenue streams to recover retrofits costs will be higher. 

Expectations regarding the extent of new entry of Demand Resources and natural gas technologies as well as 

growth in peak demand and the cumulative impact on RPM Capacity Market prices. If unit owners believe peak 

demand growth will recover and growth in new entry will be slow, then RPM revenues are more likely to support 

retrofits. Conversely, unit owners that believe there will be sluggish growth in peak demand and continued 

expansion of Demand Resources may opt to retire units if they believe RPM revenues cannot help support 

retrofit costs. 

As part of the economic analysis defined below, PJM has presented different scenarios based on different natural gas 

price and demand conditions as well as differing time periods for retrofit cost recovery. Other expectations or unit specific 

considerations are difficult to account for completely as these are only known by the generation owner. 

'JM's analysis of the economic viability of coal-fired capacity to continue operating relies on retrospective data on net 

lnergy and ancillary service market revenues from 2007-2010 and detailed cost models of pollution control retrofits used 
ly the EPA in its analysis of the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. It also uses Avoidable Cost Rate (ACR) data from the PJM 

ariff adjusted using the Handy-Whitman index to derive non-environmental avoidable costs for coal generation during the 

1007-2010 period and various capital recovery factors (CRFs) provided for in the PJM Tariff, Attachment DD for differing 
leriods of cost recovery for environmental retrofits. 78 

rhe PJM analysis detenmines the cost of pollution control retrofits for a given CRF period (4 years to 20 years), adds in the 

lon-environmental avoidable costs (ACR) defined from the PJM Tariff, and then subtracts the net energy and ancillary 

;ervice market revenues for the relevant period. The resulting figure is the additional revenue, in the form of capacity 

layments, necessary for the unit to continue operating in compliance with the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 
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Net Energy Market Revenues: Defining Scenarios for Economic Conditions 

PJM and the IMM collect the Net Energy and Ancillary Service Revenues from generation owners in conjunction with the 

market power mitigation procedures for the RPM Capacity Market. The Net Energy and Ancillary Service Market Revenues 

are used to compute Market Seller Offer Caps in RPM. 

As shown above, the 2007-2010 period can be broken up into two distinct scenarios: 1) 2007-2008 when natural gas 

prices were high, average hourly energy demand was high and consequent net revenues were higher; and 2) 2009-2010 
when natural gas prices were low, average hourly energy demand was lower, and consequent net revenues were also 

lower. A third scenario can be defined as the averaging of the two scenarios over the entire 2007-2010 period. 

The retrospective net revenue data therefore provides a natural experiment whereby the outcomes under a high gas 

price/high demand scenario can be compared to a low gas price/low demand scenario and can be linked to forecasts of 

future market conditions to draw some tentative conclusion regarding the economic viability of pollution control retrofits 

under different conditions. 

Differing Periods for Capital Recovery Factors 

The PJM Tariff, Attachment DO permits units owners to choose the capital recovery factor (CRF) period for the recovery of 

investments in existing generating units under the Allowance for Project Investment Recovery (APIR) that is a part of the 
Avoidable Cost Rate (ACR) that goes into determining Market Seller Offer Caps.79 Given the mandatory nature of the 

NESHAP rule, generating units that must install emission control technologies may chose to include such costs under the 

Mandatory CapEx Option which expresses the cost of the retrofits in terms of a four-year recovery period, or units may 

elect to express these costs under the next highest option for units 25 years and older which allows for the costs to be 

expressed under a five-year recovery period. 80 

However, unit owners may view the decision to install pollution control retrofits as a much longer term investment and may 

have expectation of recovering the investmentin pollution control retrofits over a longer period such as 10, 15, or even 20 
years. The PJM Tariff provides CRF factors for each of these time periods under the assumption of a 10 percent weighted 

average cost of capital. Because PJM does not know or have access to individual unit owners' hurdle rates for investment, 

cost of capital, or desired length of time to recover retrofit costs, the P JM analysis calculates retrofit costs for each of the 

tariff-defined CRFs under each economic scenario discussed above. 

Necessary Revenues to Remain Economically Viable 

For each combination of economic scenario and CRF employed for each coal-fired unit in PJM, the analysis calculates the 

necessary revenues that would need to be collected from the RPM Capacity Market, expressed in $IMW-day of installed 

capacity. The analysis does not seek to compare this number to actual RPM revenues collected during the 2007-2010 
period as RPM prices and the associated revenues would not have accounted for the costs of pollution control retrofits 
associated with the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 

The necessary revenues to be economically viable are more appropriately benchmarked against the Net Cost of New 

Entry (Net CONE) for a simple cycle natural gas combustion turbine that serves as the Reference Resource in the RPM 

Capacity Market. 
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Net CONE is defined as the 20-year nominallevelized cost of building a new natural gas combustion turbine less Net 

Energy and Ancillary Service Market revenues. In the context of the RPM Capacity Market, the Net CONE is the 

benchmark price of capacity at which PJM would maintain resource adequacy at the peak load plus the Installed Reserve 

Margin. Consequently, the Net CONE serves as a useful benchmark by which to evaluate the necessary revenues for coal 

capacity to cover the costs of environmental retrofits, less net energy and ancillary service market revenues. The relevant 

Net CONE for benchmarking necessary revenues to continue operating would be from the 201412015 Base Residual 

Auction which corresponds to the first year by which coal units must achieve compliance with the NESHAP rule absent any 

extensions. 

For the purposes of categorizing capacity at risk relative to Net CONE, PJM has defined four categories by which to 

assess the risk of retirement to coal units based on the necessary additional revenues to cover costs relative to Net CONE. 

1. Necessary revenues greater than 1.5 Net CONE. 1.5 Net CONE is the maximum price that could be achieved 

in any Locational Oeliverability Area (LOA) in RPM. If the necessary revenues to cover retrofit costs exceed 1.5 

Net CONE, the coal unit would not be economically viable, and not be committed in RPM, even if RPM commits 

capacity at approximately 3 percent below the peak load plus the installed reserve margin or less. A coal unit in 

such a position would be "at very high risk" for retirement. 

2. Necessary revenues greater than or equal to Net CONE, but less than or equal to 1.5 Net CONE. In this case 

new entry natural gas combustion turbine would be more competitive in the RPM Capacity Market than the coal 

unit requiring retrofits. In the absence of new entry CTs, it is possible for the coal unit to clear the RPM Capacity 

Market and remain in operation, but the coal unit would still be "at high risk" for retirement because it is not cost 

competitive with new entry from the Reference Resource. 

3. Necessary revenues greater than 0.5 Net CONE but less than Net CONE. A coal unit in this situation is more 

cost competitive than a new entry natural gas CT. The determinant of whether a coal unit in this situation clears 

in RPM and stays in service or retires will depend upon other market dynamics, such as the penetration of 

demand response, updated load forecasts, expectations about future fuel price and economic conditions. Coal 

units in this situation are "at risk" for retirement, but the retrofit/retirement decision will depend on a great many 

variables. 

4. Necessary revenues less than or equal to 0.5 Net CONE. A coal unit in this situation is quite likely to install 

retrofits and continue operating. Historically in the Mid-Atlantic Region (MMC), RPM prices have exceeded this 
value. With the ability of units to include the costs of retrofits in their offers, the price of capacity appears likely to 

stay above this threshold. In the rest of the RTO, capacity prices have been above and below 0.5 Net CONE. But 

with the ability to include the costs of environmental retrofits into RPM offers, and the recent 201412015 Base 
Residual Auction, capacity prices are once again approaching 0.5 Net CONE. Coal units in this position are likely 

"at low risk" for retirement, with any potential retirement decisions based upon factors that PJM cannot observe 

from the available data. 

While there may be other, more granular, benchmark categories relative to Net CONE, the above defined categories can 

serve as a tool to group coal units in a manner that provides useful information while not being too complicated. However 

retrofit/retirement decisions eventually made by coal units facing retrofit costs may depend upon factors that cannot be 

observed from the data by PJM staff. 
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Economic Assessment of Coal ""IIJ"""l1 at Risk for Retirement: Results 

One question that is certain to arise regarding this analysis is the extent to which lower peak demands, lower overall 

energy consumption, and lower gas prices would place coal units at risk for retirement even if there were no CSAPR and 

NESHAP rules. Such a scenario provides a baseline by which to measure the impacts of the rules being analyzed, and 

provides an indication of how the rules interact with economic conditions in placing coal capacity at risk for retirement. 

Figure 10 shows necessary revenues to continue operating by unit size category and by historic gas price/demand 

scenario. Figure 10 indicates that even under the low gas price scenario using 2009-2010 net revenues, the necessary 

revenue to continue operating is below $1 OO/MW-day on average for units of different sizes. 81 Whereas under the 

scenarios that have high gas prices and demand (2007-2008) and the scenario that averages revenues across the entire 

2007-2010 period, the necessary revenues to continue operating were negative, meaning coal capacity earned sufficient 

net revenues from the energy and ancillary service markets to continue operating. 

Figures 11 and 12 show the amount of capacity with revenue needs benchmarked against the Net CONE (expressed in 

installed capacity or ICAP terms) in the MAAC and Rest of RTO regions in PJM.82 The first thing to notice is there is no 

capacity that would require more than Net CONE to continue operating regardless of gas price/demand scenario. The 

second observation is that even in the high gas price/low demand scenario, only about 4,000 MW of capacity would 

require more than Y, Net CONE to continue forward, with most of that located in the rest of RTO region. The main 

conclusion from examining the case of no CSAPR or NESHAP rules is that coal capacity would generally not be at risk for 

retirement due to the recently changed economic environment alone. This is not to say that the changing economic 

conditions do not have an effect on the economic viability of coal units, but it will be due to the interactions of the changing 

economic environment with the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 
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Figure 10: Necessary Revenue to Continue Operating without CSAPR and NESHAP 
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Figure 11: MW of Installed Capacity with Needed Revenues Benchmarked against Net CONE in MAAC 
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Figure 12: MW of Installed Capacity with Needed Revenues Benchmarked against Net CONE in Rest of RTO 
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If the owner of a coal unit makes the decision to make investments in pollution control retrofits, it would be reasonable to 

expect that the unit owner is making a long-term investment in that unit and that the payback period on the retrofit 

investment would be similar to investing in a new natural gas combined cycle plant or simple cycle combustion turbine. 

Under the PJM Tariff and market rules this period is 20 years for the new entry reference resource. In thinking about the 

pollution control retrofit along the same lines as investment in new entry natural gas, it allows for the benchmarking of the 

costs with retrofits against the Net CONE of the reference resource as discussed above. 

In considering future economic conditions, such as gas prices and demand, it is reasonable to use a historic scenario that 

corresponds as closely as possible to forecasts of future gas prices and energy demand. The required revenues under this 

scenario would enable retrofiUretire decisions based on forecasts currently in place. 

Figure 13 shows the necessary revenues to continue forward for coal units by size and natural gas price/demand scenario. 

Compared to the results in Figure 10 without CSAPR and NESHAP, the required revenues to continue operating are 

higher, especially for smaller units. For units below 300 MW in size, the needed revenues are at least $300/MW-day of 

installed capacity in the high gas price/low demand case, and for all units on average the needed revenues to go forward 

are greater than zero. Even in the other gas price cases, the economics of smaller units on average have been 

significantly eroded. This result demonstrates that older, smaller units are less efficient, run less often and will not have the 

same kind of net revenues to cover retrofit costs, and will also not be able to take advantage of any economies of scale in 

retrofit installations. For larger units, more than 300 MW in size, the revenues needed to continue operating are generally 

less than $100/MW-day on average. 
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Figure 13: Necessary Revenues to Continue Forward by Unit Size and Case 
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Figures 14 and 15 present the MW quantities of capacity, benchmarked against different levels of Net CONE in MAAC and 

the rest of RTO, Figure 11 shows that there is about 3,200 MW of installed capacity that requires more than Net CONE to 

go forward in MAAC under the low gas price/low demand scenario, A total of almost 1,500 MW require more than 1,5 Net 

CONE, which is the maximum price that could prevail in MAAC if it were a separate LOA. In the rest of RTO, as shown in 

Figure 15, there is more than 7,800 MW of capacity requiring more than the Net CONE in the low gas price/low demand 

case, In total across the RTO, there is just over 11,000 MW of capacity that would require more than the Net CONE to 

continue forward in the low gas price/low demand case, The focus is on the low gas price/low demand case as forecasts of 

future gas prices and demand are on a much lower trajectory than was otherwise the case just a few years before, and 

closely match up with gas prices that prevailed in 2009-2010, 

Figures 14 and 15 also show capacity revenue needs under the other higher gas price/higher demand cases, If gas prices 

and demand had remained at 2007-2008 levels, there is slightly less than 1,500 MW of installed capacity that would 

require more than Net CONE to continue operating, In the case that blends the economic conditions from 2007-2010, this 

figure would be around 4,300 MW. 

Given the baseline considering needed revenues to go forward in the absence of CSAPR and NESHAP, it is clear that 

these rules are driving the need for increasing revenues to incent coal capacity to continue operating, And the effects of 

these rules are exacerbated by the low gas price/low demand environment that is forecast to continue, 

Figures 14 and 15 also show that across the entire PJM footprint, there another approximately 14,000 MW of coal-fired 

capacity in the low gas price/low demand case that would require between 0,5 Net CONE and Net CONE to continue 

forward, Coal capacity in this area is at some risk for retirement, but it would be difficult to precisely estimate how much of 
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this capacity would retrofit or retire. As explained above, the retrofiVretirement decision will depend upon factors that 

cannot be obselVed by PJM, such as unit specific conditions not immediately available to PJM, and owner expectations 

about the future economic and policy conditions. 

Figure 14: MW of Installed capacity in the MAAC Region by Revenue Needs Relative to Net CONE 
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Figure 15: MW of Installed Capacity in the rest of RTO by Revenue Need Relative to Net CONE 
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In the 2014/2015 RPM Base Residual Auction (BRA), thene was 6,985 MW of UCAP (unforced capacity), equivalent to 
approximately 7,350 MW ICAP (installed capacity) less coal-fired capacity that cleared the auction than was the case in 

the 2013/2014 BRA. 83 Some of this change was due to the cost of environmental retrofits making coal-fired capacity 

uneconomic relative to lower cost alternative capacity resources, such as demand response, as well as the reduced 

forecast demand for the 201412015 delivery year. 84 Combined there is a RPM Capacity Market response that indicates just 

over 7,000 MW of installed capacity is likely to retire in response to the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 

In addition to the response in the RPM Capacity Market, there are entities in PJM that satisfy their resource adequacy 

obligations through the Fixed Resource Requirement (FRR) that allows load serving entities to satisfy their obligations 

outside of the RPM Capacity Market through their own generation and/or through bilateral contracts with other generation 

owners. One FRR entity currently in PJM included in the econornic analysis, AEP, has publicly announced 6,000 MW of 

coal retirements. Duke Energy Ohio and Duke Energy Kentucky, to be integrated into P JM at the end of 2011, have 

announced just over 1,000 MW of coal retirernents in response to the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 85 

The over 14,000 MW that have not cleared in RPM or have publicly announced retirernents is consistent with the range 

coal capacity identified as at risk for retirement from the CSAPR and NESHAP rules in the econornic assessrnent. 

The economic assessment of coal capacity "at risk" assumes a 20 year recovery period for retrofit investments along the 

same lines as the recovery period assumed for the Reference Resource, a natural gas, sirnple cycle combustion turbine. 

The choice of 20 year recovery period allow for direct comparability with the cost of the Reference Resource and is a 

reasonable assurnption given that environmental retrofits costs are long-lived investments that will significantly extend the 

life of a coal unit. 

However, the rules governing the RPM Capacity Market in the PJM Tariff allow generation owners to include such 

investment costs under APIR for recovery for much shorter periods. For example, give the nature of the EPA rules, it is 

reasonable to assurne that generation owners rnay include retrofit costs under the Mandatory CapEx option and include 

retrofit costs for a 4 year period as opposed to a 20 year period. This would go into defining the Market Seller Cap for the 

coal unit, although a unit owner could choose to offer the unit into RPM at a lower price. Generation owners, based on their 

own expectations and beliefs, may wish to recover the costs of environmental investrnents over any period between 4 and 
20 years as has been discussed previously. 

PJM Tariff Attachment DO, Section 6.8 provides for CRFs that correspond to differing recovery periods for capital 

investrnent: 20, 15, 10, 5, and 4 years depending on the age of the unit. PJM has used these CRFs to provide sensitivity 
analysis under the low gas price case to illustrate the effect of shortening the recovery period from 20 years as would be 

allowed under the PJM Tariff. 

Figure 16 shows the effect of moving from a 20 year recovery period to shorter recovery periods down four years recovery 

period. For recovery periods of 10 years or less, units smaller than 300 MW would need at least the RTO LOA price cap of 

1.5 Net CONE or rnore in order to continue to operate. The net effect of shortening the recovery period generally would be 

to make retrofitted coal less competitive with new entry gas, and price small units entirely out of the market. 
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Figure 16: Sensitivity of Needed Revenues to Recovery Period in the low Gas Price Case 
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Figure 17: Sensitivity of Capacity Revenue Needs Benchmarked against Net CONE by Recovery Period in MAAC 

MW of Installed Capacity with Revenue Requirements vs. Net CONE in MAAC 
with a Different Recovery Periods for Retrofit Costs 
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Figure 17 illustrates the effect of decreasing the cost recovery period in MAAC region. Decreasing the recovery period 

from 20 years to 4 years results in an almost doubling of capacity requiring more than Net CONE. Figure 18 provides that 

same information for the Rest of RTO region, except that moving from a 20 year recovery period down to a 4 year recovery 

period almost triples the amount of capacity that requires more than Net CONE to continue forward. 
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Figure 18: Sensitivity of Capacity Revenue Needs Benchmarked against Net CONE by Recovery Period in Rest of RTO 

MW of Installed Capacity with Revenue Requirements vs, Net CONE in Rest 
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at Risk for Retirement 

The CSAPR and NESHAP rules will require coal capacity to make retrofit or retirement decisions that will be implemented 

in the 2012-2015 period. For example, of the approximately 78,000 MW of coal capacity in PJM at least 30,000 MW (38 

percent) requires sulfur dioxide controls to help comply with both the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. 

P JM's assessment, based on actual pollution controls installed to date, and physical and operational characteristics of 

units finds that coal units smaller than 400 MW and more than 40 years old are "at greatest risk for" retirement due to the 

CSAPR and NESHAP rules. The almost 23,000 MW of capacity smaller than 400 MW and more than 40 years old (29 
percent of total PJM coal capacity), generally accounts for more than half of all units that likely require at least one major 

sulfur dioxide or nitrogen oxide retrofit. As much as 20,000 MW of this smaller, older capacity requires at least one major 
pollution control retrofit. 

Under the assumption of a 20-year recovery of pollution control retrofit investments, and continued low gas prices and 

lower trajectory of forecast demand, PJM's economic assessment indicates that more than 11,000 MW of coal-fired 
capacity would require more than Net CONE, or the net cost of a new entry of a Simple cycle gas turbine, to continue 

operating. And of that 11,000 MW, approximately 4,750 MW would need more than 1.5 Net CONE, or the maximum price 

in an LOA, to continue forward, 

In addition, PJM's economic assessment indicates almost 14,000 MW of additional capacity would require between 0.5 

Net CONE and Net CONE to continue forward. Benchmarking the economic assessment against market responses to date 

shows the range of estimates using the physical and economic assessments conducted by PJM are in line with the 
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approximately 7,000 MW of coal that did not clear in the last BRA, but not yet requested deactivation, and the 7,000 MW 

of announced retirements by FRR entities. 

For the 2014/2015 Delivery Year, PJM estimates that the RTO will carry a res8lve margin of 19.6 percent, including the 

demand and capacity commitments of FRR entities. Even with the potential retirement of coal capacity already announced 

by FRR entities, there are also announced commitments to replace a portion of that capacity with new gas-fired capacity 

This means that the RTO would still carry a reselVe margin in excess of the target 15.3 percent installed reselVe margin. In 

short, include the potential for new entry from other resources that has occurred in recent years and a system-wide 

resource adequacy problem does not appear imminent in PJM from the reduction in cleared coal capacity in RPM and 

from announced retirements. 

However, this does not mean that localized reliability concerns may not arise given the location of particular units that may 

retire and the unique locational selVices they provide such as congestion management of particular transmission facilities, 

voltage support for the transmission system, or black start selVices, as PJM noted in its comments to the EPA in the 

NESHAP rulemaking. 86 It is for this reason that PJM proposed a "reliability safety valve" to be included in the final EPA 

NESHAP rule to address these particular circumstances. The key is whether replacement resources or transmission 

reinforcements can be timely added given the breadth of the potential retirements and the pressure on outside vendors to 

supply new turbines and related resources. 

Resource retirement and new resource entry are part of the natural cycle of any well-functioning and competitive 

wholesale power market. The cycle of retirement and new entry may also help facilitate major policy changes in a more 

cost-effective manner. Absent resource adequacy and/or local reliability problems, generation retirements are not, per se, 

an operational negative and may result in enhanced operational reliability and lower costs, taking the public policy context 

as given. 

Newer, more efficient generation resources that replace retiring generation may have lower forced outage rates and thus, 

are more dependable than older generation resources that may be nearing the end of their useful lives. Additionally, new 

entry generation, demand response and energy efficiency resources may also provide lower cost alternatives to achieve 

resource adequacy and local reliability. 

One caveat must be kept in mind in considering the range of coal-fired capacity "at riSk" for retirement based upon physical 

characteristics or based on the economic assessment discussed in this report. The ultimate decision by a generation 
owner on whether to retire a generating unit or to expend money on required environmental retrofits or repowering to 

continue operating is based upon owner specific expectations regarding future market conditions or other considerations .. 

Market conditions can be defined by load growth, coal prices. natural gas prices, future environmental or energy policy, 
and the mix of generating capacity. 

Other owner specific considerations may include, but are not limited to, the willingness to earn lower returns on equity, 

retirement costs associated with site clean-up, the ability to attract lower cost debt financing than implicitly assumed by 

economic analysis, potential economies of scale for retrofits on units associated with a common stack, or the willingness to 

retrofit coal units that may appear marginal as a portfolio hedge against over-dependence on natural gas and possible 
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future natural gas price volatility, While these are all valid considerations that go into the retrofit, repower or retire decision, 

these considerations constitute private, commercially sensitive infonmation to which P JM does not have access, 

PJM believes the analysis provided in this report vvll provide infonmation to PJM stakeholders and the PJM stakeholder 

process that would otherwise not be generally available, Such infonmation may be useful to help guide PJM stakeholders 

in their discussion of various issues related to market design and transmission planning, The framework for this analysis 

can serve as a basis for examining other proposed EPA rules and state rules that may result in additional capacity 

retirements that may not be limited to coal-fired capacity, PJM believes this analysis, and similar subsequent analyses, vvll 

provide useful information to market participants and infonm the PJM stakeholder process about the impact of forthcoming 

environmental regulations, 
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Endnotes 

1 Federal Implementation Plans: Interstate Transport of Fine Particulate Maffer and Ozone Correction of SIP Approvals, EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-
0491, 76 FR 4B20B (Federal Register Vol, 76, No. 152, p. 4820B), August B, 2011 ("Cross State Air Pollution Rule" or "CSAPR"), available at 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys!pkgIFR-20 11-0B-OBlpdfI2011-17600.pdf. 

, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants from Coal- and all-fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Unlls and Standards of 
Performance for Fossll-Fuel-Flred Electric Utility, Industrlal-Commerclal-Instltutlonal, and Smallindustrial-Commercial-Inslltutional Steam 
Generating Units, EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234, 76 FR 24976 (Federal Register Vol. 76, No. B5, p. 24976), May 3, 2011 ("NESHAP" or "HAP 
MACr), available at http://www.gpo.govlfdsyslpkgIFR-2011-05-03IpdfI2011-7237.pdf 

3 Capacity values are based on summer net dependable capacity or installed capacity in eRPM, and includes resources in the ATSI and 
DEOK (Duke) zones integrated on June 1, 2011 and January 1, 2012 respectively. For generation in service in PJM as of January 1, 2009, 
this can be found in PJM's EIA-411 submittal available at http://pjm.comldocumentslreportsl-imedialdocumentslreports!2009-pjm-eia-411-
data.ashx. For generation coming into PJM as part of the integration of the ATSI Zone, see "ATSI Stakeholder Meeting", October 2, 2009 at 
7, available at http://pjm.com!markets-and-operationslmarket-integration!-Imedialcommittees-groupslstakeholder­
meetingslfeisgI20091002!20091002-meeting-presentation.ashx. For generation coming into PJM as part of the Duke integration, see "Duke 
Energy - Ohio, Duke Energy - Kentucky Integration", June 3, 2010, available at http://pjm.coml-imedialcommittees­
groupslcommitteeslmcI20100603120100603-item-09-duke-energy-integration.ashx. Capacity includes OVEC units at Clifty Creek and Kyger 
Creek which are co-owned by multiple PJM Members. Finally, the 200B EIA-B60 database, available at 
http:l.lwww.eia.qov.lcneaflelectricitylpageleiaB60.html.wasusedtoconfirmcapacityvaluesandownership.This capacity does not include 
generation resources still in operation, but that have already filed a formal deactivation request to cease commercial operation by January 1, 
2015. The list of units deactivated or with pending for deactivation requests are available at http://pjm.com!planninq/qeneration~ 
retirementsf-/med i alpl anni ng/ge n -retl re/gen erator -deactivation s. as hx and http://pjm . com/pi an ni ng/g en erat!on~ 
retirements/-/medialpianningigen*retireipending·deactivatjon-requests,ashx. 

4 Pollution control retrofit status as of June 30, 2011. The EPA Clean Air Markets Division maintains and updates the database of generation 
characteristic including emissions levels, heat input, facility attributes, and gross generation. Information from the database can be 
customized through and SQl query system. The database is available at http/icamddataandmaps.epa.govlgdml. 

5 Pollution control retrofits exhibit economies of scale. Smaller units have larger costs per kW of capacity than do larger units. The cost 
models for pollution control retrofits are available from the EPA as part of its documentation of the Integrated Planning Model used evaluate 
the impacts of the CSAPR and NESHAP rules. The cost models for FGDs for sulfur dioxide control and SCR and SNCR for nitrogen oxide 
control are available The cost models for ACI, DSI and fabric filter 
bag house are available See also Infra Notes 51, 52, 56, 58 and 59. 

S All prices are delivered prices in nominal dollars. See United States Energy Information Administration Electric Power Monthly, Table 4-2, 
available at http://wv.w.eia.govlcneaf/electricity/epmlepmsum.htmlfor historical data. For forecast fuel price data, see United States Energy 
Information Administration Annual Energy Outlook 2011, Reference Case Tables available at !ill1l1i'!<~.eia.govlanalvsis/projection-
data. elm. Table A 13 for natural gas and Table A 15 for coal. 

7 See supra note 3for data source, and Figure 8. 

a See Figure 9. 

S See supra note 3 and supra note 4 for data sources. 

10 PJM staff is grateful to the Monitoring Analytics, the Independent Market Monitor for PJM for providing unit specific Net Energy and Ancillary 
Service Market Revenues that is used to determine Market Seller Offer Caps in the RPM Capacity Market. 

11 PJM Open Access Transmission Tariff ("PJM Tariff), Attachment DO, Section 6.7(c) provides technology specific, tariff-defined avoidable 
cost rates for the 2010/2011 until 201212013. These rates were adjusted by the Handy-Whitman Index to determine avoidable cost rates for 
2007-2010. Capital recover factors can be found in Attachment DO, Section 6.B(a). 

12 Net CONE for the RTO and MAAC expressed in Unforced Capacity (UCAP) terms can be found at http://pjm.comlmarkets-and­
operations/rpm/-/media!markets-ops/rpm/rpm-auction-infoIrpm-bra-planninq-parameters-2014-2015,ashx. These were then "grossed up" by 
dividing the Net CONE in UCAP terms by (l-EFORd), where EFORd is the pool-wide average EFORd of 0.0625, to derive the Net CONE in 
ICAP (Installed Capacity) terms. 

13 "201412015 Base Residual Auction Report Addendum" at 1-2, available at b.!!Q:Ilpjrn.com.lmarkets-and-operationsirpmHmedialmarkets­
ops/rpm/rpm-auction-info!2014-20 15-rprn·bra.resulls-report.addendum,ashx. 

"Id. at 2.The RTO lOA price increased from $27.73IMW-day in the 201312014 BRA to $125.99IMW-day in the 2014.12015 BRA. 
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1S See American Electric Power, "AEP Shares Plan for Compliance with Proposed EPA Regulations", June 9,2011, available at 
http://www.aep.comlnewsroomlnewsreleasesl?id~1697. In this news release, AEP states that it intends to retire approximately 6,000 MW of 
coal capacity, See also Duke Energy, "Duke Energy Anticipates Ohio Coal Plant Retirement", July 15, 2011, available at http://www,duke­
energy,comlnewslreleasesI2011071501.asp, Duke Energy Ohio expresses the intent to retire 862 MW of coal capacity, See also Duke 
Energy Kentucky 2011 Integrated Resource Plan Case No, 2011-00235, June 1, 2011 a16, available at 
http://psc,ky,gov/pscscf/2011%20casesI2011-00235/20110701 Duke%20Energy Application%20and%20Petition,pdtln its application 
Duke Energy Kentucky expresses the intent to retire 163 MW of coal capacity, These have not been formally submitted to PJM for 
deactivation as yet. 

16 "201412015 Base Residual Auction Report" at 1, available at hllp:!ipjm,comimarkets-and-operationsirpml-imedialmarkets-opslrpmlrpm­
auction-infol2011 0513-2014-15-base-residual-auction-report,ashx, 

17 At the estimated 19,6 percent reserve margin, the RTO has approximately 6,000 MW more installed capacity than is needed to meet the 
target 15,3 percent installed reserve margin, Duke Energy, as an FRR entity, would need to replace the retired capacity with additio"al 
resources to meet its FRR obligation, and it has committed to do so, See supra note 15. AEP in its press release expressed the intent to 
build approximately 1,200 MW of gas fired generation, On net, all other things being equal, the RTO would still be long by about 1,200 MW, 

18 See "Corrected Comments of PJM Interconnection, L,L,C: in EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-D234, August 4,2011, available at 
http://pjm,coml-imediaidocumelltslother-fed-statei20110B04-epa-hq-oar-2009-0234comments,ashx, See also "Joint Comments of the 
Electric Reliability Council ofTexas, The Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, The New York Independent System 
Operator, PJM Interconnection, L,L,C" and the Southwest Power Pool" ill EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234, August 4,2011, available at 
http://pi m, coml-Ime di aid ocu mentsloth er -fed-s tatef20 11 0804-epa-h g-oar -2009-0234-iso-rto, as hx, 

19 Federal Implementation Plans to Reduce Interstate Transport of Fine Particulate Maffer and Ozone, EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-D491, (CATR) 
Federal Register, Vol. 75, No, 147, August 2, 2010, pp,45210-45465, 

20 See supra note 1. 

21 See supra note 2. 

n See "Corrected Comments of PJM Interconnection, LLC," in EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234, August 4,2011, at 2-3, available at 
http://pim,coml-imedialdocumentslother-fed-statef20110804-epa-hg-oar-2009-0234comments,ashx, 

See Monitoring Analytics, LLC, Independent Market Monitor for PJM, 2010 State of the Market Report for PJM, March 10,2011, Table 3-42 
at 203 and Table 3-43 at 204, This is prior to the integration of Duke and ATSI into PJM, 

24 Federal Implementation Plans: Interstate Transport of Fine Particulate Maffer and Ozone Correction of SIP Approvals, EPA-HQ-OAR-2oo9-
0491,76 FR 48208 (Federal Register Vol. 76, No, 152, p, 48208), August 8,2011 ("Cross State Air Pollution Rule" or "CSAPR"), available at 
hllp/lwww.gpo.govlfdsysl.P!<glfR-2011-0B-OBlpdfl2011-17600.pdt 

25 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants from Coal- and Oil-fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of 
Performance for Fossil-Fuel-Fired Electric Utility, Industrial-Commercial-Institutional, and Smallindustrial-Commercial-institutional Steam 
Generating Units, EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234, 76 FR 24976 (Federal Register Vol. 76, No, 85, p, 24976), May 3, 2011 ("NESHAP" or "HAP 
MACT"), available at httpl/www,gpo,govifdsysipkgIFR-2011-05-03Ipdfl2011-7237,pdf 

26 See EPA's Final Rule: Federal Implementation Plans: Interstafe Transport of Fine Particulate Maffer and Ozone and Correction of SIP 
Approvals, EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-D491, 76FR48208 (Federal Register I Vol. 76, No, 152, p, 48208), August 8, 2011 available at 
http://www,gpo,gov/ldsys/pkg/FR-2011-0B-08/pdf/20 11-17600,pdf 

See EPA's Supplemental Notice 01 Proposed Rulemaking: Federal Implementation Plans for Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Oklahoma, 
and Wisconsin To Reduce Interstate Transport of Ozone, EPA--HO-DAR-200g..o491, 76FR40662 (Federal Register I Vol. 76, No, 132, p, 
40662), July 11, 2011 available at http://\\WW,gpo,govlfdsyslpkgIFR-2011-07-11ipdfI2011-17456,pdf 

2B See EPA's Final Rule: Rule To Reduce Interstate Transport of Fine Particulate Maffer and Ozone (Clean Air Interstate Rule): Revisions to 
Acid Rain Program: Revisions to the NOX SIP Call, EPA-OAR-2003-D053, 70FR25162 (Federal Register iVaI. 70, No, 91, p, 25162), May 
12,2005 available at http://edocketaccess,gpo,govi2005IpdfI05-5723,pdf 

" See EPA's Proposed Rule: Federal Implementation Plans fa Reduce Interstate Transport of Fine Particulate Maffer and Ozone, EPA-HQ-­
OAR-2009-D491, 75FR45210 (Federal Register i Vol. 75, No, 147, p, 45210), August 2, 2010 available at 
http://www,gpo,gov/fdsys!pkg/FR-2010-08-02!pdf/20 1 0-17007. pdfilpage-l 

30 Any Title IV sources subject to CSAPR provisions will still need to comply separately with all Acid Rain provisions, EPA notes that 
compliance with CSAPR would reduce SO, emissions in covered states substantially below theirshare of the 2010 Title IV cap, Thus, 
demand, as well as prices for Title IV allowances, would decrease, EPA states that this could potentially result in emissions increases at 
sources covered by the Acid Rain Program, but not CSAPR, as Title IV allowances become much less costly than emissions reductions. 
See supra 26, p, 48325, C, Interactions With Title IV Acid Rain Program 
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31 See supra note 26, p. 48213-48214, Executive Summary 

32 CM section 302(y) defines the term "Federal implementation plan" as "a plan (or portion thereof) promulgated by the Administrator to fill all 
or a portion of a gap or otherwise correct all or a portion of an inadequacy in a State implementation plan, and which includes enforceable 
emission limitations or other control measures, means or techniques (including economic incentives, such as marketable permits or auctions 
of emissions allowances), and provides for attainment of the relevant national ambient air quality standard," See supra note 26, p. 48287, 
footnote 80. 

33 'EPA notes that the final Transport Rule allows a state to submit a SIP revision (an abbreviated or full SIP) under which the state may-in 
addition to making certain types of changes concerning allowance allocations in the Transport Rule trading programs--expand the general 
applicability provisions of the Transport Rule NOX Ozone Season Trading Program to coverfossil-fuel-fired boilers and combustiOfl turbines 
serving-at any time starting January 1, 2005 or later- a generator with a nameplate capacity as low as 15 MWe producif1jJ power forsale.' 
See supra note 26, p. 48274, VII, B. Applicability 

34 See supra note 26, pp.48259-48261. The cost threshold tor SO, is $5001ton reduced for 2012-2013 and $2,300Iton per ton reduced for 2014 
and beyond for Group 1 states, and $5001ton reduced for all years for Group 2 states. The cost threshold for NO, emissions is $500~on 
reduced. 

35 See supra note 26, pp.48212-48213. T able III-1 lists the states by group. 

36 See EPA's Documentation Supplement for EPA Base Case v.4.10JTransport- Updales for Final Transport Rule available at 
http://www.epa.gov/airmarkets/progsreqs/epa-ipm/CSAPR/docs/DocSuppv41 0 FT ransport.pdf 

'After consideration of all comments, EPA decided to allocate allowances to individual units based on that units' share of the state's historic 
heat-input, but to ensure that no unit's allocations exceed that unit's historic emissions." See supra note 26, p. 48288, VII.D.l.b. Final FIP 
Allocation Methodology 

38 See supra note 26, Table IV.D-3, pp. 48261-48262 forstate SO, budgets. See supra note 3 for the source of state level emissions in 2010. 

39 See supra note 26, Table IV.D.3 and Table IV.D.4, pp. 48261-48263. See supra note 3 for the source of state level emissions in 2010. 

40 See supra note 26, p. 48349, XII.J.l.a. Emission Reductions 

" See supra note 26, p. 48219, WC1.d. Public Comments 

42 See supra note 26, p. 48325. C Interactions With Title IV Acid Rain Program 

43 'In the state's replacement provisions, the state may allocate allowances to Transport Rule units (whether existing or new units) 121 or other 
entities (such as renewable energy facWties) or may auction allowances. Additionally, state SIPs can address one or all of the pollutants 
addressed by the FIPs." See supra note 26. p. 48327, X. Transport Rule State Implementation Plans 

44 "As discussed elsewhere in this preamble, EPA proposed that, if a unit with an e)(isting-unit allocation does not operate for 3 consecutive 
years, the allowances that would otherwise have been allocated to that unit, starting in the seventh year after the first year of non-operatton. 
would be allocated to the new unit set-aside for the state in which the retired unit is located. EPA is retaining this provision in the final rule 
but is changing the time of non-operation to 2 years and the time of allowance allocation to a non-<lperating unit to 4 years. Starting in the 
fifth year of non-operation, allowances will be allocated to the new unit set-aside for the state in which the non-operating unit is located.' 
See supra nole 26, p. 48292, VII.D.2.d. Addition of Allowances to New Unit Set-Asides 

45 See supra note 26, pp. 48271-48273 for a description of how this will work in general. 

46 See supra note 26, pp. 48265-48268. State variability limits are published in Tables VI.F-1, VI.F-2, and VI.F-3, pp. 48269-48270. 

47 See supra note 26, pp. 48294-48296. The assurance provision allows generating units to group together under a common Designated 
Representative (DR) so as to poo! the risk of allowance surrender under the assurance provision. For example, if a DR has some units with 
emissions over their allowance allocation and some units under their allocation, on net they may not have e)(ceeded their aggregate 
allocation they would not be subject to the surrender of two allowances for one ton exceeded. Table VII.E-1, p. 48296 provides an example 
of how the assurance provision works. The assurance provision effectively limits the amount of interstate trading, thus reducing the cost­
effectiveness of the emission trading program under CSAPR relative to the Title IV SO, Program and NO, Budget Programs that allowed 
unlimited trading. 

" Non-mercury heavy metals include antimony (Sb); arsenic (As); beryllium (Be); cadmium (Cd); chromium (Cr); cobalt (Co); lead (Pb); 
manganese (Mn); mercury (Hg); nickel (Ni); selenium (Se). 

4£1 See supra note 18. 

50 See the EPA's National Electric Energy Data System (NEEDS) database v.4.10 P _Tax available at 
http://www.epa.gov/airmarkets/proosregs!epa-ipm/docs/NEEDSv410 PTo)(,xlsx. 
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51 See Perrin, Quanes, and Associates, Inc. IPM Model- Revisions to Cost and Perfonnance of APC Technologies: Wet FGD Cost 
Development Methodology, August 2010, Prepared by Sargent & Lundy, LLC, available at http://www,epa,gov/airmarkets/progsreqs/epa­
ipm/docs/v410/Appendix51Apdf, and Perrin, Quarles, and Associates, Inc, IPM Mode/- Revisions to Cost and Performance of APC 
Technologies: SDA FGD Cost Development Methodology, August 2010, Prepared by Sargent & Lundy, LLC, available at 
httpJlwww,epa,govlairmarketslprogsregs/epa-ipmldocslv41 OlAppendix51 B,pdt 

52 See Perrin, Quarles, and Associates, Inc, IPM Model- Revisions to Cost and Pertonnance of APC Technologies: Dry Sorbent Injection Cost 
Development Methodology, August 2010, Prepared by Sargent & Lundy, LLC, available at htlp:J/www,epa,govlairmarkets/progsreqslepa­
ipm/docs/appendS 4,pdL 

53 Id, at 4, If accompanied by a fabric filter bag house, removal efficiencies are estimated to be as high as 75-80 percent PJM staff 
conversations with generation owners place removal efficiencies even lower at around 30 percent. 

54 EPA also evaluated the efficacy for other control technology options including dry sorbent injection (OS I), as potential alternatives for 
scrubbers and activated carbon injection for mercury control. A dry sorbent is injected into the flue gas ductwork downstream of the boiler 
where it reacts with the SO, and HCI and forms a compound, which is then captured in a downstream fabric filter or ESP and removed as 
waste, EPA believes that DSI will be an attractive SO, and Hel control technology option for smaller and medium sized bituminous coal-fired 
generating units. 

55 See The Brattle Group, Potential Coal Plant Retirements Under Emerging Environmenta/ Regulations, December 8,2010, available at 
htto:i/botarobs,cornf documentsIUploadLibraryIUpload898,pdf. 

"See Perrin, Quarles, and Associates, Inc, IPM Model- Revisions to Cost and Perfonnance of APC Technologies: SCR Cost Development 
Methodology, August 2010, Prepared by Sargent & Lundy, LLC, available at http://www,epa,gov/airmarketslprogsregsfepa-
ipm/docs/v41 Of Append ix52A. pdf. EPA believes significant co-benefit air taxies emission reductions will be achieved at existing coal- and 011-
fired generating units also subject to the CSAPR with existing or planned retrofits of advanced SCR and flue-gas desulfurization (FGD) 
pollution control systems for NOx and SO, control, lowering the compliance burden on affected facilities, SCR is considered beneficial to 
mercury control since it enhances oxidation of elemental mercury, especially from bituminous coals, as the flue gas passes through the 
catalyst, this ionic mercury is water soluble and susceptible to capture in a downstream FGD control device. See NESCAUM, Control 
Technologies to Reduce Conventional and Hazardous Air Pollutants from Coal-Fired Power Plants (March 31, 2011) at 18-19, 

57 See the EPA's National Electric Energy Data System (NEEDS) database vA, 10 P _Tax available at 
http://WINW.epa.gov/airmarkets/progsregs!epa-ipmJdocs/NEEDSv410 PTox.xlsx. 

58 See Perrin, Quarles, and Associates, Inc, IPM Model- Revisions to Cost and Perfonnance of APC Technologies: SNCR Cost Development 
Methodology, August 2010, Prepared by Sargent & Lundy, LLC, available at http://www,epagovlairmarketslprogsregsiepa­
ipmldocslv410lAppendix52B,pdl, For the removal efficiency, see National Electric Energy Data System (NEEDS) database vA,10 P _Tax 
available at http://www,epa,gov/airmarkets/progsregs/epa-ipm/docs/NEEDSv410 PT ox,xlsx, 

" See Perrin, Quarles, and Associates, Inc, IPM Model- Revisions to Cost and Perfonnance of APC Technologies: Particulate Control Cost 
Development Methodology, March 2011, Prepared by Sargent & Lundy, LLC, available at http://www,epa,govlainnarkelslprogsregslepa­
ipmldocslappendS S,pdf and See Perrin, Quarles, and Associates, Inc, IPM Model- Revisions to Cost and Perfonnance of APC 
Technologies: Mercury Control Cost Development Methodology, March 2011, Prepared by Sargent & Lundy, LLC, available at 
http://WINW.epagovtairmarketsfprogsregs/epa-ipm/docs/append5 3,pdf. 

60 See supra notes 27, 28, 31, 33, and 34, 

61 See supra notes 27, 28, 31, 33, and 34, 

62 See United States Energy Information Administralion, Updated Capital Cost Estimates for Electric Generating Plants, November 2010, 
available al http://www,eia,govloiafibeck plantcostslpdflupdatedplantcosts,pdf. See also Pasteris Energy, Inc" Cost of New Entry Combined 
Cycle Power Plant Requirements for PJM Interconnection, LLC" filed in support of PJM Interconnection, LLC, FERC Docket No, ER11-
2875-000, February 11, 2011, available at hltp:Jipjm,coml-imedia/documents/fercl2011-filingsI20110211-erll-2875-000,ashx, See also 
Pasteris Energy, Inc" Cost of New Entry Combustion Turbine Power Plant Requirements Addiffonal CONE Area Evaluation for PJM 
Interconnection, LLG." November 16,2009, available at http://www.pjm.com/-!media!committees­
groups/commi1teesjcmecjpostinqs/20091130~cone-ct-revenue-requiremenls-report.ashx. 

63 See supra note 3 for data sources. 

64 The forecast data are for the PJM footprint without the ATSI or DEOK zones 10 allow for a like comparison across years, See PJM Resource 
Adequacy Department, PJM Load Forecast Report, January 2011, available at hltpllpjm,comldocumentsHmedia/documentslreportsI2011-
pjrn-Ioad-report,ashx, and the associated data, available at http://Plm,com/documentsHmedia/docurnents/reports/2011-load-report­
data,ashx, For the 2010 see PJM Resource Adequacy Department, PJM Load Forecast Report, January 2010, available at 
http://plm.com/planninq/resaurce-adequacy-planningfload-forecast-dev-process/-fmedia/documents/reports!2010-!oad-forecast-report.ashx. 
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£5 See supra note 6. 

65 See supra note 3, 

67 Source of data is PJM Interconnection, l,l,C. and Monitoring Analytics, L.L.C., the Independent Market Monitor for PJM. This data is 
commercially sensitive and is not pubHc!y available, 

£8 See supra Note 3 for data sources. The capacity resources externa! to PJM are majority owned by a group of PJM members. 

69 See supra note 3 for data sources, 

70 See supra note 3 for data sources. Many units currently control particulate emissions with electrostatic precipitators (ESPs), but would not 
seem to be sufficient for controlling the additional particulates introduced by ACI and DSI controls, nor do ESPs help in reducing particulate 
heavy metals as well as a fabric filter baghouse. 

71 "There are various reasons that a combined ACI plus additional bag house would be required. These include situations where the existing 
ESP cannot handle the additional particulate load associate with the ACI or where S03 injection is currently in use to condition the flue gas 
for the ESP. Another cause for combined ACI and bag house is use of PRB coal whose combustion produces mostly elemental mercury, not 
ionic mercury, due to this coal's low chlorine content." See EPA's Documentation Supplement for EPA Base Case v4.10]Tox - Updates 
for Proposed Taxies Rules, p83, Methodology for Obtaining ACI Control Costs available at http://www.epa.govlairmarketslprogsregslepa. 
i pm! docs!s uppdoc. pdf 

72 See supra note 3 for data sources. 

73 See supra note 3 for data sources. 

74 See supra note 3 for data sources. 

75 See EPA's List of facility!unit Hg slack emission averages from the EU MACT ICR Parls /I and Parllll available under Utility MACT ICR Data 
available at http://www.epa.gov/ttnlatw/utilitylulilitypg.htrnl 

76 Examination of the unit specific heat input and allowance allocations of sources subject to the S02 limits shows that the 2014 cap for all 
Group 1 and Group 2 states implies an emissions rate of 0.1661bs SO,/mmBtu. See Final CSAPR Unit Level Allocations under the FIP and 
Underlying Data available at htipilwww.epa.govlcrossstaterulelpdfsIUnitLeveIAllocData.xIs. The target SO, emission rates of 0.15lblmmbtu for 
coal and oil, and 0.125 for gas~fifed boilers were selected in an attempt to determine the amount of S02 reduction, and thus the type of control 
that would be needed by the steam units to meet proposed CATR and acid gas limits (also keeping in mind that SIPS for the recently revised 
S02 NAAQS are being developed). The target is loosely based on the New Jersey mercury limits that included a 0.15lb/mmbtu limit for boilers 
beginning in 2012. See N.J.A. C. 7:27·27 Control and Prohibition of Mercury Emissions, p. 13, Section 7(d)2, available at 
htlp:/lwww.nj.gov/dep/agmISub27.pdf.Thelilinois mercury rule established a limit of 0.11 Iblmmbtu for coal boilers. See TITLE 35: 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SUBTITLE 8: AIR POLLUTION CHAPTER I: POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD SUBCHAPTER c: 
EMISSION STANDARDS AND LIMITATIONS FOR STATIONARY SOURCES PART 225 CONTROL OF EMISSIONS FROM LARGE 
COMBUSTION SOURCES Section 225.295 Combined Pollutant Standard: Emissions Standards for NOx and S02 a) Emissions Standards for 
NOx and Reporting Requirements, available at htlp:/Iwww.ipcb.state.il.usldoclimentsldswebIGeUDocument·557401.S0. emission rates of 0.1 
appear to be the average low end of the scale for units that are using FGD, with some units having controlled emission rates up around 0.3 
Ib/mmbtu. Again this number was not an attempt to find the lowest emission rate possible, it was an attempt to define the average emission 
rate that could be achieved by the fossil fueefired boilers employing FGD, so that a choice of FGD or DSI could be distinguished. 

77 Examination of the unit specific heat input and allowance allocations of sources subject to the NO, limits shows that the 2014 cap for all 
states implies an emissions rate of 0.09 Ibs NOximmBtu. See Final CSAPR Unit Level Alfocations under the FIP and Underlying Data available 
at http://www.epa.gov/crossstaterule!pdfs/UnitLeveIAllocData.xls. The target emission rates of 0.15 for coa!, 0.20 for residual oil, 0,10 for diesel 
oil, and 0.10 for gas~fired boilers were selected, as well, in an attempt to determine the amount of NOx reduction, and thus the type of control 
that would be needed by the steam units to meet the proposed CATR rules (also keeping in mind co·benefits for mercury, and that ozone 
NAAQS are being revised). The target is based on the NJ HEDD limits for beilers of 1.51b1MWh for coal, 2.0 IblMWh for oil, and 1.0 Ib/MWh 
for gas and diesel beginning in 2015 (1.0 IblMWh is roughly equivalent to 0.10 Iblmmbtu). See N.J.AC. 7:27 ·19 Control and Prohibition of Air 
Pollution by Oxides of Nitrogen, p.27, Table 3, available at http://www.nj.govldeP/agmISub19.pdf. The Delaware multi·pollutant rule established 
a limit of 0.125lb/mmbtu for coal and residual oil boilers. See TITLE 7 NATURAL RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL DELAWARE 
ADMINISTRA TlVE CODE 1146 Electric Generating Unit (EGU) Multi·Pollutant RegUlation. p.3 NO, Emissions Limitations, available at 
http://regulations.delaware.govIAdminCodeltitle711000/110011146.pdf. Again this number was not an attempt to find the lowest emission rate 
possible, it was an attempt to define the average emission rate that could be achieved by the fossil fuel·fired boilers employing SCR, so that a 
choice of SCR or SNCR could be distinguished, and units with existing CDntrols could determine if they needed to spend money on upgrades. 
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Coal Capacity at Risk for Retirement 

7S ACR data for the 201012011 Delivery Year to the 201212013 Delivery Year is available in the PJM Tariff, Attachment DO, Section 6.7(c) for 
each generating technology categories. Capital Recovery Factors are available in Section 6.8(a) of Attachment DO. 

"PJM Open Access Transmission Tariff (PJM Tariff), Allachment DO, Section 6.8. 

80 Id. 

" Even in the absence of pollution control retrofit costs, there are still additional costs, ACR-related costs defined in the PJM Tariff in 
Allachment DO, Section 6.8(a) that would need to be covered by additional revenues. 

82 See supra note 12, 

B3 See supra note 13. 

84ln addition there is close to another 1,000 MW of coal-fired capacity that has not cleared in the past two consecutive BRAs where it is not 
clear if the units will retire. 

as See supra note 15. 

S5 See supra note 18. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
Ms. LaFleur, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF CHERYL A. LAFLEUR 
Ms. LAFLEUR. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, Ranking 

Member Rush and members of the subcommittee. I also very much 
appreciate the opportunity to testify today. 

My name is Cheryl LaFleur. In July 2010, I was confirmed as a 
commissioner of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. In my 
past career, I had the privilege of serving electric and natural gas 
customers in New England and New York. That experience taught 
me firsthand how important electric reliability is to real people and 
real communities. Since joining the Commission a little over a year 
ago, I’ve made reliability one of my top priorities. 

For some time now, we have been hearing about the EPA’s pro-
posed air and water regulations and their potential to affect our en-
ergy supply. Although not all of the regulations are final, I believe 
it is important to consider them as a package when assessing their 
potential affect on reliability. This is because the owner of a power 
plant will appropriately consider all of its EPA regulations, among 
other factors, in determining whether it is economically feasible to 
retrofit or repower a unit or whether it makes economic sense to 
retire the unit. 

Should the owner of a power plant decide to retire a unit because 
the unit cannot be economically retrofitted to meet the new EPA 
regulations, it must notify the State and regional planning authori-
ties of its decision. Those authorities must then determine whether 
there is enough available generation or transmission to allow the 
unit to retire without affecting reliability or whether the retirement 
will create the need for new generation, new transmission or other 
resources in order to maintain reliability. Like an owner’s decision 
whether to retrofit a replace a unit, the reliability consequences of 
a retirement will be dependent on the specific facts of each case, 
each locality and each region. 

While the EPA regulations are not expected to affect our overall 
resource adequacy as a Nation, they may be present reliability 
issues in particular localities or regions. In some regions, condi-
tions may be such that a retirement or several retirements related 
to the new regulations will not create a reliability concern. In other 
areas, the retirement of even a single unit may create the need for 
an alternative. In this regard, I believe that for studies about the 
potential effects of the EPA regulations to have the most accuracy 
and predictive value, they must be conducted after the regulations 
are final and unit owners have decided whether to retrofit or retire. 
Studies under these conditions don’t necessarily require the exten-
sive number of assumptions required for nationwide analysis that 
are driving all the different numbers we have now and are more 
likely to really drill down on the local and regional issues that we 
really need to face. 

If a retirement does create a potential reliability issue, the own-
ers and the planning authorities must determine what resources 
will replace the unit and how long it will take to bring the new re-
sources online. Given the long lead time for certain types of re-
sources, there may be a gap of time when a replacement facility is 
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not yet available but the retiring unit is no longer compliant with 
the new regulations. In such cases, a time-limited waiver of EPA 
regulations may be needed. In other cases, a reliability must-run 
contract under the authority of the Commission may also be needed 
to allow the power plant to operate within certain discrete param-
eters for a defined period of time. 

I believe that any waivers or flexible solutions must be targeted 
and discrete. Specific reliability analyses at the local and regional 
level are much more meaningful than all the nationwide estimates 
that are floating around. The circumstances of each retirement and 
the need for replacement are fact-specific. I do not support a blan-
ket delay of EPA regulations but I will certainly champion specific 
extensions where needed for reliability. I believe that the EPA 
should and that the EPA does understand the need to be flexible 
in specific cases. 

Because of our jurisdiction over regional transmission, utility 
rates and reliability standards, FERC should be actively involved 
in these issues when they arise. I believe we can play an important 
role in discussions among regional planners, NERC and the re-
gional reliability entities, utilities, States and the EPA. I think it 
would helpful for FERC to sponsor a workshop or series of work-
shops that bring together all these stakeholders to discuss the reg-
ulations, as Commissioner Norris said, the tools we have at our dis-
posal to meet them. For example, FERC can examine and approve 
market rules designed to facilitate reliability and designed to in-
crease the notice that planners get when retirements are hap-
pening. I am confident that we as a Nation can ensure that the 
EPA’s proposed air and water regulations do not adversely affect 
reliability provided there is coordination and flexibility in their im-
plementation. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Ms. LaFleur follows:] 
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Summary of Testimony of Commissioner Cheryl A. LaFleur 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Of the Committee on Energy and Commerce 

United States House of Representatives 

September 14,2011 

Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush, and mcmbers of the Subcommittee, here is 
a summary of my testimony, as well as a copy of my written testimony. 

I believe that it is important to consider the EPA regulations as a package when assessing 
their potential effect on reliability, because the owner ofa power plant will appropriately 
consider all of its EPA compliance obligations in determining whether it is economically feasible 
to retrofit or repower a unit, or to retire the unit. This decision will be specific to the facts of 
each unit. The reliability consequences of a retirement also will be dependent on the specific 
facts of each case. 

I do not think that the proposed EPA regulations will imperil the overall resource 
adequacy of the United States grid (I believe that all of the studies on this issue have already 
bcen sent to the Committee). I note that the regulations may present regional and local reliability 
challenges that will require state and regional planners as well as plant owners to use the tools at 
their disposal to respond. 

If a retirement does create a potential reliability issue, the unit owners, in conjunction 
with state and regional planning authorities, must determine what resources will replace the unit, 
how long it will take to bring the replacement resources into service, and what to do in the 
interim. Once the local reliability considerations of a particular unit's retirement are known, 
there will need to be flexibility in specific cases. I believe that any waivers or flexible solutions 
must be targeted and discrete, since the circumstances of each retiremcnt and need for 
replacement facilities are fact-specific. I do not personally support a blanket delay of EPA 
regulations, but will certainly champion specific extensions where needed for reliability. 

Because of our jurisdiction over regional transmission planning, utility rates, and 
reliability standards, FERC should be actively involved in these issues when they arise. I believe 
that FERC can play an important role in discussions among regional planning authorities, 
regional reliability entities, the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, utilities, states, 
and the EPA. For example, FERC could sponsor a workshop (or series of workshops) that bring 
together states, utilities, regional authorities, and other stakeholders to discuss the impacts of the 
EPA regulations and assess what tools we collectively have at our disposal. 

I believe that we as a nation can ensure that the EPA's proposed air and water regulations 
do not adversely affect reliability, provided we ensure that there is coordination and flexibility in 
their implementation. 
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Testimony of Commissioner Cheryl A. LaFleur 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Of the Committee on Energy and Commerce 

United States House of Representatives 

September 14. 2011 

Chainnan Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush, and members of the Subcommittee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

My name is Cheryl LaFleur, and in July 2010, I was confirmed as a Commissioner of the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. In my past career, I had the privilege of serving 

electric and natural gas customers in New England and New York. That experience taught me 

firsthand just how important electric reliability is to real people and real communities. Since 

joining the Commission a little over a year ago, I have made reliability one of my top priorities. 

I appreciate the opportunity today to discuss the potential impact the EPA's regulations may 

have on electric reliability. 

For some time now, we have been hearing about the EPA's proposed air and water 

regulations and their potential to affect our energy supply. Although not all of these regulations 

are final, I believe it is important to consider them as a package when assessing their potential 

effect on reliability. This is because the owner ofa power plant will appropriately consider all of 

its EPA compliance obligations. among other factors, in determining whether it is economically 

feasible to retrofit or repower a unit. or whether it makes economic sense to retire the unit. 

The decision to retrofit or retire is dependent on facts and judgments that arc specific to 

each unit. While it is possible for a state or regional planning authority to model different 
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retirement scenarios, these scenarios arc based on assumptions that cannot account for the highly 

sensitive and confidential financial information that a unit owner is likely to rely on in making its 

decision. 

Should the owner of a power plant decide to retire a unit bccause the unit cannot be 

economically rctrofitted to meet the new EPA regulations, it must notify the state or regional 

planning authority of its decision. The regional planning authority must then determine the 

reliability implications orthe retirement and consider next steps: (I) is there enough available 

generation and/or transmission to allow the unit to retire without adversely affecting reliability, 

or (2) will the retiremcnt create the need for new generation, transmission, or other resources 

(such as demand-side resources) in order to maintain reliability? 

Like a unit owner's decision to retrofit or retire, the reliability consequences of a 

retirement will be dependent on the specific facts of each case, each locality, and each region. 

While the EPA regulations are not expected to affect our resource adequacy as a nation, they 

may present reliability issues in particular localities or regions. In some regions, conditions may 

be such that a retirement, or even several retirements related to the new EPA regulations will not 

create a reliability concern. In other areas, the retirement of even a single unit may create the 

need for an alternative. 

In this regard, I believe that for studies about the potential effects of the EPA regulations 

to have the most accuracy and predictive value, they must be conducted after the regulations are 

final and unit owners have decided whether to retrofit or retire. Studies under these conditions 

do not require the extensive number of assumptions required for a nation-wide analysis and are 

more likely to identify the regions that may face reliability concerns. 

2 
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If a retirement does create a potential reliability issue, the unit owners, in conjunction 

with state and regional planning authorities, must determine what resources will replace the unit, 

how long it will take to bring the replacement resources into service, and what to do in the 

interim. Given the long lead times for certain types of resources, there may be a gap of time 

when a replacement facility is not available, but the retiring unit is no longer compliant with 

EPA regulations. In such cases, a time-limited waiver of EPA regulations may be needed. In 

some cases, a "reliability must-run" (RMR) contract may also be needed to allow the power plant 

to operate within certain discrete parameters for a limited period oftime. 

It is important to note that thc process I just described is not unique to potential 

rctirements related to the EPA's regulations. State and regional planners have used, and continue 

to use, this gencral process for any retirement, ineluding those driven primarily by market 

conditions. The EPA regulations are significant in that they present the potential for significant 

retircments in the same time frame. As I have said, however, whether and how this affects 

reliability is dependent on the highly specific facts present in each region and locality. 

Once the local reliability considerations ofa particular unit's retirement are known, there 

will need to be flexibility in specific cases. I believe that the EPA should and does understand 

this issue. 

I do believe, however, that any waivers or flexible solutions must be targeted and 

discrete. Specific reliability analyses at the local and regional level are much more meaningful 

than nation-wide estimates. The circumstances of each retirement and need for replacement 

facilities are fact-specific. I do not personally support a blanket delay of EPA regulations, but 

will certainly champion specific extensions where needed for reliability. 

3 



212 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00218 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
19

4

Because of our jurisdiction over regional transmission planning, utility rates, and 

reliability standards, FERC should be actively involved in these issues when they arise. [believe 

that FERC can play an important role in discussions among regional planning authorities, 

regional reliability entities, the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, utilities, states, 

and the EPA. While FERC docs not have authority to require utilities to build generation or 

transmission capacity for the adequacy of electric facilities or services, it can use the authority 

and expertise it does have to help ensure that planning processes allow utilities and planners to 

assess reliability issues as early as possible, so that adequate measures can be put into place to 

assure grid reliability. 

For example, FERC can examine and approve market rules designed to facilitate 

reliability. [n this regard, the Commission has previously approved loeational pricing and 

forward capacity markets as mechanisms to send price signals about where and when new supply 

resources are needed. I believe that these market constructs, while not present in all parts of the 

country, properly price the marginal value of capacity and help to mitigate the concerns that 

would arisc in their absence. I also believe that it would be helpful for FERC to sponsor a 

workshop (or series of workshops) that brings together states, utilities, regional authorities, and 

other stakeholders to discuss the impacts of the EPA regulations and assess what tools we 

collectively have at our disposal. As my remarks suggest, [ believe we should focus on ensuring 

that planners have the tools to respond to local and regional reliability issues. 

I believe that we as a nation can ensure that the EPA's proposed air and water regulations 

do not adversely affect reliability, provided we ensure that there is coordination and flexibility in 

their implementation. 

4 
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Thank you very much. 

5 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, and thank all of you for your testi-
mony. 

Ms. LaFleur, you made the comment that you thought it would 
be useful to have a workshop and bring in interested parties to 
maybe better coordinate or look at this issue of reliability in a more 
comprehensive way. Is that correct? 

Ms. LAFLEUR. Yes, and to look at the tools to make sure we have 
all the right tools in our tool chest. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Wellinghoff, do you have any plans to have 
a workshop like Ms. LaFleur is discussing? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I don’t have any plans at this point in time. 
We have had a number of discussions with the planning authorities 
that come into FERC all the time and have discussions with them 
about the tools that they have available to adequately address the 
EPA proposed regulations. I actually talked to David Owens the 
other day from EEI about this issue of a workshop. He didn’t feel 
that that was something that would be necessary from an industry 
perspective. So I haven’t seen the need for it at this point in time. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Are there any other commissioners that believe 
that a workshop like Ms. LaFleur is talking about would be useful? 
Mr. Moeller? 

Mr. MOELLER. Well, I have been in favor of it because I think we 
can get some of these issues out there, we can talk about some of 
the reliability implications that need to be drilled down. I can go 
into more detail if you would like. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Spitzer? 
Mr. SPITZER. Mr. Chairman, I am certainly respectful of Commis-

sioner LaFleur’s effort to get more discussion. My view would be, 
I would rather have that take place before the rules become final 
so that we are not dealing with a done deal that is able to—makes 
it more difficult to deal with a final rule as opposed to during the 
planning process of the promulgation of the rule. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Norris? 
Mr. NORRIS. Thank you. As I said, another meeting, another 

study with multiple scenarios on the table really doesn’t, in my 
mind, get us anywhere. The analysis should be, do we have the 
tools available. I believe we have tools available now. Once we 
know what the rules are, we see what the impact is going to be 
and see what the impact is in fact in motion, then a workshop 
would be useful to say is that tool right or do we need to change 
that based on what we are seeing happening in the marketplace, 
what we are seeing happening with plant retirement decisions. But 
to have a meeting now would be, in my mind, like another one of 
the studies. We need to have—I think a workshop following the im-
plementation of rules to make sure we are watching this, we are 
being vigilant about how reliability is being impacted may be a 
very productive outcome. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. You say that you have the tools available and 
yet Mr. Wellinghoff in his testimony talked about that he felt like 
the best entities to really look at reliability because he said he did 
not have adequate resources was the utilities and other entities. 
But you say you have the tools necessary to look at reliability. 

Mr. NORRIS. I believe that is right because I think we have tools, 
we oversee the marketplace in those independent system oper-
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ations/regional transmission organizations, so if they identify a 
problem out there, they can come to us and we can look at market 
rules and make adjustments. The States have tools through their 
oversight of generation and their integrated resource planning 
processes to address situations. I didn’t mean to imply that we 
have the only tools. We have tools. There are multiple tools 
throughout this situation at DOE, at the EPA with the possibility 
for consent decrees. Also, the time I have already given to comply 
with these rules. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Wellinghoff, does FERC intend to update its 
preliminary assessment in light of the new information and pro-
posals issued by EPA? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I noticed back in October, the FERC staff was 

recommending to conduct additional reliability studies. 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I am sorry. What are referring to, Mr. Chair-

man? 
Mr. WHITFIELD. In October, the Office of Electric Reliability at 

FERC said that the staff will continue to conduct reliability studies 
relating to this issue, but from your perspective, there is no need 
for additional assessment, I take it? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No specific assessment. Those studies would 
relate to the interface between EPA and the planning regions and 
those studies would in fact look at the assurances that there is 
proper information sharing between the planning authorities that 
have the tools. And when we talk about the tools that Commis-
sioner Norris was talking about, we have tools as well. Our tools 
are regulatory tools. The planning authorities are planning mod-
eling tools and actually do drill down and do the discrete analysis 
that is necessary to really determine what are the mitigation strat-
egies and activities at the planning level to ensure reliability. 
Those are the tools they have. The tools we have are things like 
our Order 1000 which we recently issued. We explicitly set forth for 
the planning authorities the requirement that they look at public 
policy as part of their planning. That is the tool we have. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Let me just ask one other question. I know that 
in March you all came out with an order relating to demand re-
sponse, which was supposed to address problems at peak periods, 
and can all of you say very comfortably that you are really not con-
cerned about reliability, the impact on reliability that the environ-
mental regulations that EPA would have? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. That particular order on demand response ac-
tually was for using demand response in the energy markets as op-
posed to the capacity markets, which would have been the peak pe-
riods. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. Mr. Moeller? 
Mr. MOELLER. I am not exactly sure of your question, Mr. Chair-

man. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Actually, I have gone a minute over anyway so 

we will get back to it. 
Mr. Rush, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. RUSH. I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman Wellinghoff, recently Senator Murkowski issued a 

press release stating, and I quote, ‘‘The Commission staff has pre-
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liminarily estimated that up to 81 gigawatts of existing generation 
are ’likely’ or ’very likely’ to be retired as a consequence of new 
EPA rules.’’ Based on subsequent statements, however, you clari-
fied that this estimate was way high because it included significant 
assumptions about the rules that were ultimately found to be incor-
rect. Would you please comment on—— 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Well, as Mr. Waxman indicated in his open-
ing statement, that back-of-the-envelope analysis was just a pre-
liminary one to set the stage for us to enter into some discussions 
with EPA to determine the appropriateness of EPA’s interaction 
with the planning authorities to determine ultimately how these 
rules could impact their planning requirements in each individual 
region. There was no intent for the use of that particular number 
to be used in any way for planning. It is not a planning number. 
It should not be used for planning. It is not appropriate to do that. 
And I believe in fact that number as the EPA’s number of 10 is ir-
relevant because what is relevant are the numbers that will be de-
veloped by the planning authorities in each region determined dis-
cretely what the impacts are and how those impacts can best be 
mitigated in the time frames necessary. 

And I want to add to that that I think Commissioner LaFleur 
has mentioned, and I know that Commissioner Spitzer in his ex-
tended testimony has mentioned, you know, this flexibility that we 
need to put into the process. For example, the ISOs and RTOs have 
recommended a discrete safety valve that could be put in for par-
ticular locational plants that may have problems that are revealed 
in this planning process. We need some level of flexibility for those. 
But we do not need to, you know, stop these rules going forward. 
I think these rules are appropriate. These rules in fact do what 
needs to be done in this country, and that is, internalize the exter-
nal costs that we have with respect to electricity, and once we start 
internalizing those costs, we will start giving the right market sig-
nals to consumers and the people who are consuming the energy, 
and those market signals can make us all more efficient and more 
prosperous and more economic. 

Mr. RUSH. Well, Chairman Wellinghoff, I hear you saying that 
State or regional planning processes to identify future required in-
frastructure and resources are the appropriate vehicle for address-
ing EPA rules reliability impact. Give us a little bit more of the, 
say, intimate details. How will this process really work? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Well, I think you will actually get some of the 
details from your next panel because there will be representatives 
from PJM. That is one of the planning authorities. There will also 
be representative from ERCOT, which is another planning author-
ity, and they will describe for you how they go through their plan-
ning process, and in fact, they have a planning process that is ei-
ther every year or every other year that looks forward on a 5-, 10- 
or 20-year basis, depending upon the—actually, it is a 10-, 15- or 
20-year basis, depending upon the planning authority itself, and so 
they are very well equipped with discrete models that are specific 
to their region, that take data from all the resources in the region 
including the power plants, transmission lines and the demand- 
side resources and determine through that analysis on an ongoing 
rolling basis what is needed with respect to ensuring reliability in 
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their particular regions. Now, we oversee that but it is not our job 
to do—— 

Mr. RUSH. My time—— 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF [continuing]. Central planning. We don’t think 

we should be in the business of central planning. 
Mr. RUSH. Sorry for interrupting, but my time has come to a 

close. I have a question for all the commissioners. Are all of you 
aware or familiar with the recent bipartisan CRS report concluding 
that the primary impact of EPA’s rules will primarily impact small-
er, older, inefficient coal plants, many of which are uneconomic re-
gardless of EPA’s rules? Can you comment on the report’s conclu-
sion that the Nation has enough excess generation capacity that re-
tirement of 45 gigawatts of capacity by 2014 will have little effect 
on reserve margins? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I know, for example, Mr. Rush, in my State, 
Nevada, the Nevada utility has a 60 percent excess capacity above 
its reserve margin so they have huge amounts of excess capacity 
in my particular State, and as Congressman Waxman indicated, 
there is at least 100 gigawatts of excess capacity above the existing 
capacity. Plus if we look at the amount of new resources that we 
need to put in, even if it is 80 megawatts, say, I think Commis-
sioner Norris indicated in his testimony, in his full testimony, be-
tween 2002 and 2003 we put in over 200 gigawatts of new capacity 
in this country. So it is not unprecedented. It is something that has 
happened before and something that we certainly can take care of 
with respect to proper planning, proper analysis and review by the 
planning authorities. 

Mr. RUSH. Anybody else? 
Mr. MOELLER. Congressman Rush, I am familiar with both stud-

ies and their conclusions, but here is my concern from a reliability 
perspective. Smaller plants are typically dirtier and older but there 
are advantages in the system to smaller plants. They ramp up and 
down faster. They might be in locations where the voltage support 
is key, and I can go through a variety of other examples where 
where they are located can make a lot of difference, and that is 
why I think we need to dig down deeper into the impacts here be-
cause there will be a disproportionate number of smaller, older, 
dirtier plants affected but their role in the overall electric grid 
needs to be better analyzed. 

Mr. SPITZER. Congressman, the aggregate studies aren’t helpful 
on the question of reliability. They have some merit in determining 
potentially wholesale power prices across the country and across 
the grid. But as my colleagues have all pointed out, location mat-
ters in electricity, and a substantial excess capacity in Nevada may 
not help the folks in Arizona, where I come from, if three coal 
plants that have issues disappear from the grid. So it is the local 
impacts that are serious, and that is why we are so interested in 
working with the local planning authorities because FERC doesn’t 
have the authority with regard to demanding retirement or con-
struction of plants, and it was expressively reserved away from us 
in EPACT 2005 Section 215. So we are more concerned with the 
local impact on reliability as opposed to some of these aggregate 
macro studies. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Rush, your time is expired. 
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At this time I will recognize the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. 
Shimkus. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am going to be quick. 
I have got tons I want to cover. 

First of all, I want to submit for the record the Wall Street Jour-
nal editorial that basically says calling for an EPA moratorium. 
The second line says ‘‘immediately suspend the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s bid to reorganize the U.S. electricity industry.’’ 

[The information follows:] 
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REVIEW & OUTLOOK AuGUST 29. 2011 

An EPA Moratoriurn 
aroma has the power to delay new rules that will shut down 8% oj 0/1 U.S. power generation. 

Since everyone has a suggestion OT three about what President Obama can do to get the economy cooking again. 
here's one of ours: Immediately suspend the Environmental Protection Agency's bid to reorganize the U.S. 
electricity industry, and impose a moratorium on EPA rules at least until hiring and investment rebound for an 
extended period. 

The EPA is currently pushing an unprecedented rewrite of air-pollution rules in an attempt to shut down a large 
portion of the coal-fired power fleet. Though these regulations aTe among the most expensive in the agency's 
history. none were demanded by the late Pelosi Congress. They're all the result of purely bureaucratic discretion 
under the Clean Air Act, last revised in 1990. 

As it happens. those 1990 amendments contain an overlooked proviso that would let Mr. Obarna overrule EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson's agenda. With an executive order, he could exempt all power plants "from 
compliance with any standard or limitation" for two years, or even longer using rolling two-year periods. All he 
has to declare is "that the technology to implement such standard is not available and that it is in the national 
security interests of the United States to do so." 

Both criteria are easily met. Most important, the EPA's regulatory cascade is a dear and present danger to the 

reliability and stability of the U.S. power system and grid. The spree affects plants that provide 40% of U.S. 
baseload capacity in the U.S., and almost half of U.S. net generation. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
or FERC. which is charged with ensuring the integrity of the power supply, reported this month in a letter to the 
Senate that 81 gigawatts of generating capacity is "very likely" or "likely" to be subtracted by 2018 amid coal plant 
retirements and downgrades. 

That's about 8% of all U.S. generating capacity. Merely losing 56 gigawatts-a midrange scenario in line with 
FERC and industry estimates-is the equivalent of wiping out all power generation for Florida and Mississippi. 

In practice, this will mean blackouts and rolUng brownouts, as 
wen as spiking rates for consumers. If a foreign power or 
terrorists wiped out 8% of U.S. capacity, such as through a cyber 
attack, it would rightly be considered an act of war. The EPA is in 
effect undermining the national security concept of "critical 
infrastructure"-assets essential to the functioning of society and 
the economy that Mr. Obama has an obligation to protect. 

He would also be well within the law to declare that the EPA's 
rules are technologically infeasible. Later this year, for example, 
the EPA win release regulations requiring utilities to further 
limit mercury and other hazardous pollutants. Full compliance 

win be required by 2015, merely 36 months after the final rule is public, and plants that can't be upgraded in time 
will be required to shut down. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB 1 000142405311 190332790457652442367421 8998.html?K... 9/1612011 
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Yet this is nearly impossible to achieve. Duke Energy commented to the EPA that its average lead time for 
retrofitting scrubbers was 52 months, including the design, purchase and installation of equipment and the 
vagaries of the environmental permitting process. For Southern Co., another big utility. it was 54 months, over 16 
scrubber systems. Filter systems usually take anywhere from 34 to 48 months end to end. 

The environmental regulatory system is 50 rigid that once a rule is in motion it is almost impossible to stop or roll 
back in a way that can withstand scrutiny in the courts. Mr. Obama allowed Ms. Jackson to begin the process, but 
we reheal'Se these details to show that he has the legal authority to minimize her damage. An executive order 
would not make these rules more rational or change them in any way. All it would do is delay them, giving 
businesses more time to prepare and to amortize the costs over a longer time. 

The larger issue is whether the Administration's green campaign is more important than economic growth, The 
EPA's own lowball cost estimate for the mercury rule is $11 biHion annually. though the capital expenditures to 
meet the increasingly strict burden -will be far higher. That investment could be put to more productive uses than 
mothballing coal assets and replacing them with more expensive sources like natural gas, With nearly a tenth of 
America out of work. $11 billion year after year adds up. 

We don't expect Mr. Obama to take our advice and tell his regulators to cool it, but no one should believe the 
excuse that his hands are tied. Whatever he decides win speak volumes about his real economic priorities. 

COPYllght 2011 OOVt' Jones & Company, Inc.. AI! Rights Reserved 
This copy is for your personal, oon-oommen::ial use onry. Distribution and IJse of !nis material are governed by our Subscriber Agreement and by 
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Actually, I would argue that some of you would like to do the 
same thing and impose a moratorium on EPA rules, at least until 
hiring and investment rebound for the extended period. 

We are in an economic crisis. We need jobs. Put the first slide 
up, please. For 1,000 gigawatts, these are the jobs in these indus-
trial sectors. Five hundred jobs in the nuclear power industry, 220 
jobs in the coal industry, 90 in the wind, 60 in natural gas when 
we shutter these plants based upon these EPA rules, and I am 
going to argue, your negligence, we lose those jobs. And when these 
locations are in poor, rural southern Illinois, they are the primary 
tax base for local government. So you have a lot on your plate, and 
I think you all are being pretty negligent. 

You are the reliability folks based upon Section 215 of the power 
act, your own mission statement, your Office of Energy Reliability, 
recent actions that you have taken—put up the next slide. This 
isn’t the fight against EPA’s projections and your projections. These 
are the other industrial sectors that says these are the powers that 
are going to be offline if we allow these rules to go, and on average, 
you are at 60 gigawatts of power, 60. EPA is at 10. They are doing 
the analysis of what the reliability and the production of the bulk 
generating plants. Just give me a break. 

Chairman, do you still believe as you were quoted, and I would 
like to submit this for the record, that we may never need any 
more coal or nuclear power in this country, that we can do this all 
on green and that will be our baseload production for the future? 

[The information follows:] 
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April 22, 2009 

Energy Regulatory Chief Says New Coal, Nuclear Plants May 
Be Unnecessary 
By NOELLE STRAUB AND PETER BEHR, Greenwlre 

No new nuclear or coal plants may ever be needed in the United States, the chairman of the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission said today. 

"We may not need any, ever," Jon Wellinghoff told reporters at a U.S. Energy Association forum. 

The PERC chainnan's comments go beyond those of other Obama administration officials, who have 

strongly endorsed greater efficiency and renewables deployment but also say nuclear and fossil energies will 

continue playing a major role. 

Wellinghoffs view also goes beyond the consensus outlook in the electric power industry about future 

sources of electricity. The industry has assumed that more baseload generation would provide part of an 

increasing demand for power, along with a rapid deployment of renewable generation, smart grid 

technologies and demand reduction strategies. 

Jay Apt, a professor at Carnegie Mellon University's Electricity Industry Center, expressed skepticism about 

the feasibility of relying so heavily on renewable energy. "I don't think we're where Chainnan Wellinghoff 

would like us to be," Apt said. "You need firm power to fill in when the wind doesn't blow. There is just no 

getting around that." 

Some combination of more gas- or coal-fired generation, or nuclear power, will be needed, he said. 

"Demand response can provide a significant buffering of the power fluctuations coming from wind. 

Interacting widely scattered wind farms cannot provide smooth power." 

Wellinghoff said renewables like wind, solar and biomass will provide enough energy to meet baseload 
capacity and future energy demands. Nuclear and coal plants are too expensive, he added. 

"I think baseload capacity is going to become an anachronism," he said. "Baseload capacity really used to 

only mean in an economic dispatch, which you dispatch first, what would be the cheapest thing to do. Well, 
ultimately wind's going to be the cheapest thing to do, so you'll dispatch that first." 

He added, "People talk about, 'Oh, we need baseload.' It's like people saying we need more computing 

power1 we need mainframes. We don't need mainframes, we have distributed computing." 

The technology for renewable energies has come far enough to allow his vision to move forward, he said. 

Por instance, there are systems now available for concentrated solar plants that can provide 15 hours of 

storage. 

http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2009/04/22/22greenwire-no-need-to-build-new-us-coaI-or -... 9116/2011 
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"What you have to do, is you have to be able to shape it," he added. "And if you can shape wind and you can 

effectively get capacity available for you for all your loads. 

"So if you can shape your renewables, you don't need fossil fuel or nuclear plants to run all the time. And, in 

fact, most plants running all the time in your system are an impediment because they're very inflexible. You 

can't ramp up and ramp down a nuclear plant. And if you have instead the ability to ramp up and ramp 

down loads in ways that can shape the entire system, then the old concept of base load becomes an 

anachronism." 

'A lot that is still not understood' 

Asked whether his ideas need detailed studies, given the complexity of the grid, Wellinghoff said the 

technology is already moving that way. 

"I think it's being settled by the digital grid moving forward," he said. 'We are going to have to go to a smart 

grid to get to this point I'm talking about. But if we don't go to that digital grid, we're not going to be able to 

move these renewables, anyway. So it's all going to be an integral part of operating that grid efficiently." 

The North American Electric Reliability Corp. reported last week on challenges in integrating a twentyfold 

expansion of renewable power into the nation's electricity networks but did not specifically address whether 

additional baseload generation would be needed. A spokesperson for NERC did not have an immediate 

response to Wellinghoffs comments today. 

Revis James, who directs energy technology assessment for the Electric Power Research Institute, said 

recently that it is not clear how fast renewable energy can be added without creating reliability issues. "No 
one knows what the magic number is," he said. "Are we moving too fast? On the policyrnakers' side, there's 

a lot that is not still understood about the implications of a large share of renewables." 

Impact on nuclear power 

Wellinghoffs statement -- if it reflects Obama administration policy -- would be a huge blow to the U.S. 

nuclear power industry, which has been hoping for a nuclear "renaissance" based on the capacity of nuclear 

reactors to generate power without greenhouse gas emissions. 

Congress created significant financial incentives to encourage the construction of perhaps a half-dozen 

nuclear plants with innovative designs, and Energy Secretary Steven Chu has promised Congress to 
accelerate awards of federal loan guarantees for some of these proposals. 

But a major expansion in U.S. nuelear energy would require a high effective tax on carbon emissions from 

coal plants, or an extended loan guarantee and tax incentive policy, according to the Congressional 

Research Service and outside consultants. The leading energy bills before Congress do not provide more 

loan guarantees. 

"If expansion ofnuelear plants is the nation's policy, then Congress has to recognize that the U.S. energy 

companies cannot afford to do this alone," said Paul Genoa, policy director for the Nuclear Energy Institute, 

in a recent interview. 

http://www.nytimes.com!gwire/2009/04/22/22greenwire-no-need-to-buiJd-new-us-coal-or-... 9/16/2011 
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"The president needs to show his cards on nuclear energy," said energy consultant Joseph Stanislaw, a Duke 

University professor. "He cannot keep this industry, which must make investments with a 50-year or longer 

horizon, in limbo for much longer." 

"1 think [new nuclear expansion] is kind of a theoretical question, because 1 don't see anybody building 

these things, 1 don't see anybody having one under construction," Wellinghoff said. 

Building nuclear plants is cost-prohibitive, he said, adding that the last price he saw was more than $7,000 

a kilowatt -- more expensive than solar energy. "Until costs get to some reasonable cost, 1 don't think 

anybody's going to [talk] that seriously," he said. "Coal plants are sort of in the same boat, they're not quite 

as expensive." 

Can renewables meet demand? 

There's enough renewable energy to meet energy demand, Wellinghoff said. 'There's 500 to 700 gigawatts 

of developable wind throughout the Midwest, all the way to Texas. There's probably another 200 to 300 

gigawatts in Montana and Wyoming that can go West." 

He also cited tremendous solar power in the Southwest and hydrokinetic and biomass energy, and said the 

United States can reduce energy usage by 50 percent. ''You combine all those things together ... 1 thiok we 

have great resources in this country, and we just need to start using them," he said. 

Problems with unsteady power generation from wind will be overcome, he said. 

"That's exactly what all the load response will do, the load response will provide that leveling ability, 

number one," he said. "Number two, if you have wide interconnections across the entire interconnect, 

you're going to have a lot of diversity with that wind. Not all the wind is going to stop at once. You1l have 

some of it stop, some of it start, and all of that diversity is going to help you, as well." 

Push for grid modifications 

But planning for modifying the grid to integrate renewables must take place in the next three to five years, 

he said. 

"If we don't do that, then we miss the boat,'Wellinghoff said. '"That planning has to take place so you don't 

strand a lot of assets, a lot of supply assets." 

Unlike coal and nuclear, natural gas will continue to playa role in generating electricity, he said. 

"Natural gas is going to be there for a while, because it's going to be there to get us through this transition 

that's going to take 30 or more years." 

Chu reiterated before the House Energy and Commerce Committee today that he supports loan guarantees 

for new nuclear power plants and is working with the White House on the issue. 

"I believe nuclear power has to be part ofthe energy mix in this century," Chu said. 

Chu also noted today that nuclear technology, along with renewables, is an area where the United States has 

lost its lead. "We are trying to start the American nuclearindustry again," he said. 

http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2 009/04/22/22greenwire-no-need-to-build-new-us-coal-or-... 9/16/2011 
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Coal currently provides half of U.S. power, while nuclear energy accounts for about 20 percent. 

Senior reporter Ben Geman contributed. 

Copyright 2009 E&E Publishing. All Rights Reserved. 

For more news on energy and the environment, visit www.greenwire.com. 
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Mr. WELLINGHOFF. That particular statement in context was 
this: I believe that going forward, the resources that we have in 
this country include wind, solar, geothermal, natural gas—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. And your statement—— 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Excuse me. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Reclaiming my time, Chairman. 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I wasn’t done. That was only half my answer. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. I know your statement. 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. If that is all you want, that is fine. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. I understand who your loyalties lie to, and it is to 

the environmental left and it is to Harry Reid and this green agen-
da that can’t produce the power needed for reliability and destroys 
all those jobs I just put up on the slide. Now, you were quoted as 
saying no more coal, no more nuclear. That is fine but you also 
have your own—your own staff said you can’t have a one-to-one re-
placement. So that was the question of the chairman: Can you have 
a one—your own staff says you can’t have a one-to-one replacement 
on power generation solely on green power. 

Now, let me go to the EPA. 
Mr. RUSH. Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Where I am really concerned on the negligence 

here is the EPA in their rule says in addition EPA itself has al-
ready begun reaching out to key stakeholders. You all are included 
in that. This is their rule. You are included. But you are saying, 
no, we are not going to determine this until after EPA promulgates 
these rules. Now, EPA is asking you to be involved. Actually, the 
rule says you, NERC, FERC, the public utility commissions, but 
your own testimony here, and especially Mr. Wellinghoff’s, Mr. 
Norris’s, Ms. LaFleur’s says we are going to do it afterwards. 
Where does that leave us with after the fact on this debate on reli-
ability? Do you reject that this is in the EPA in their rule? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Mr. Congressman, with all due respect, my 
testimony is not that we are going to do it afterwards. My testi-
mony is that—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Your statement is that you are going to do it after-
wards. 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No, it is not. My statement is that the plan-
ning authorities are doing it now. In fact, PJM was in my office the 
other day—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. I am not talking about planning. I am talking 
about you. 

Mr. RUSH. Point of order, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. What is the matter, Mr. Rush? Am I getting too 

close to home? 
Mr. RUSH. No, point of order. You aren’t allowing the witness to 

answer—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. I have got the questions. 
Mr. RUSH. You are badgering the witness. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. I hope I get my time recovered, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. You will. 
Mr. RUSH. This is not within the established decorum of this sub-

committee. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Now listen, Mr. Rush. He has the opportunity to 

ask questions. He is asking questions. 
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Mr. RUSH. But he—— 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Let me just say something else. You used the 

word ‘‘jihadist’’ in your opening statement. 
Mr. RUSH. I only borrowed that term—— 
Mr. WHITFIELD. And I tell you what, I think that is—— 
Mr. RUSH. I only borrowed that term from your side, Mr. Chair-

man. I only borrowed that term from my friend from southern Illi-
nois who used it yesterday, and you—— 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Who was that? 
Mr. RUSH. He knows exactly who it is, my friend from southern 

Illinois. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. I would check the transcript, Mr. Rush. 
Mr. RUSH. I heard you say it. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Let me just say, these issues are quite conten-

tious. We have very strong feelings about them. But we don’t need 
to use—— 

Mr. RUSH. Just be courteous to the witness. That is I all I am 
saying. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Let us not use these words ‘‘jihadist’’ any more 
on either side. Now, Mr. Shimkus has 30 seconds left so let 
him—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. I am glad we have kept the slide up here. For my 
friend from Chicago, those job statistics are per generation per 
1,000 megawatts are those are the jobs that are going to be lost, 
and look at where coal and look at where natural gas is and look 
where wind is. And I would just ask this question. It is clear in 
your testimony provided here today in the materials provided by 
FERC detailing the meetings between EPA, FERC, DOE that the 
level of coordination suggested by EPA has not occurred. That is 
based upon your testimony and your documents. Why has this not 
happened? And Mr. Chairman, if I could ask each member of the 
Commission to answer that, I would appreciate it. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Yes, go ahead and answer, please. 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you. I believe the level of coordination 

that has occurred between our agency and EPA has been sufficient. 
I believe that we are continuing to coordinate with EPA and will 
do so to ensure that EPA can work with the planning authorities, 
provide them with the data that is necessary to have those plan-
ning authorities to take into account the EPA regulations and in-
corporate that into their final determinations to mitigate any im-
pacts with respect to reliability. 

Mr. MOELLER. Congressman, I believe there has been some infor-
mal discussions between the staffs and there have been a few 
meetings, one of which I was involved in between commissioners 
and EPA officials, but I have called for a more open process or 
transparent process so that we can get these issues in a higher 
spotlight. 

Mr. SPITZER. Mr. Chairman, Congressman Shimkus, I wasn’t in-
vited to the EPA meetings but I am of the strong believe that all 
five FERC commissioners are committed to reliability as is the case 
often—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. You weren’t invited? 
Mr. SPITZER. Well, there were quorum issues and other reasons 

for that, and I was—— 
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Mr. SHIMKUS. So they only invited Democrat commissioners? 
Mr. SPITZER. I believe Commissioner Moeller was invited, and 

the chairman did advise me and notified me of these and has ad-
vised me of the progress of these, and all five FERC commissioners 
are committed to reliability. I would suggest to you five points. I 
will try to be quick running through them. Granularity—it is at the 
local level that these decisions are made. Power plant operators, 
State regulators who will follow us and FERC share responsibility 
for providing reliable power at reasonable prices to the ratepayers 
of the United States and it is that granularity that is essential, and 
FERC doesn’t have the authority to mandate that a utility build a 
power plant nor does have FERC have the authority to require a 
utility to retrofit or retire a plant, and that was specifically decided 
by the Congress in 2005, and my friends who are going to testify 
next would be very angry in fact if FERC were to trespass on that 
authority. 

There are many variables. There are three plants in Arizona that 
are threatened with regional haze, which is not part of this suite 
of EPA regulations. It goes to a visibility issue over the Grand Can-
yon. And there are also economic issues apart from EPA. There are 
timing issues, and I try to discuss in my testimony the need for a 
safety valve to give more time. And then the fact that there are 
iterative processes. A one-time freeze frame doesn’t do the job and 
the planning agencies look in some cases every year in some cases 
every 6 months. And then finally, I like all fuels, Mr. Chairman, 
members. I think there is room for all fuels. I would like to see fair 
and equitable rules so that market forces determine ultimately 
what power plants get constructed. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. We have gone 3 minutes over, so I am going to 
stop this and recognize Ms. Castor for 5 minutes of questions. 

Ms. CASTOR. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member 
Rush, and thank you to the witnesses for your testimony today. 

Opponents of EPA’s public health rules raise questions over the 
potential for the retirements of the old, inefficient coal plants 
which I believe raises further questions about the electric indus-
try’s ability to address those retirements should they occur. First, 
several independent studies point to the current availability of ex-
cess generation capacity, what the chairman and Mr. Rush have 
discussed previously. The Congressional Research Service ex-
plained that there is a substantial amount of excess capacity, most-
ly from natural gas plants built during the last decade, and the 
Analysis Group also calculated that the electric sector is expected 
to have over 100 gigawatts of surplus generating capacity in 2013. 

Chairman Wellinghoff, you discussed this a little bit. Do you 
agree with these independent analyses that everyone should con-
sider plant retirements and the existing excess capacity as we 
move forward? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Well, certainly I agree that the planning au-
thorities in considering the resource need for the future in those 
planning exercises need to look at not only potential retirements 
from the EPA regulations but also the amount of existing capacity 
that may be in excess in those particular regions as well as other 
resources that we are now depending upon including demand re-
sponse, energy efficiency, distributed generation are all resources 
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that are available within those planning regions, and in fact, re-
sources that we require in our rules now, in our Order 890 and in 
our Order 1000 that the planning authorities consider in doing 
their overall assessments. 

Ms. CASTOR. I think you are right, because the focus in this resil-
ient energy, the electric energy sector is not simply on what is hap-
pening with the retirement of old, inefficient coal plants. It is so 
much larger than that. In addition to building, monitoring the ex-
cess existing capacity, we can also—I think the sector can build ad-
ditional capacity. The independent analysts also point to the elec-
tric industry’s proven track record of quickly building new capacity 
when it is needed. For example, the Congressional Research Serv-
ice noted that between 2000 and 2003, electric companies added 
over 200 gigawatts of new capacity, and that is far more than any-
one has suggested will be needed to offset any retirements result-
ing from EPA’s rules, and as you mentioned, other options are de-
mand response, energy efficiency measures that could lower the 
amount of generating capacity that the grid would need. 

Commissioner Wellinghoff, do you think that this resilient elec-
tric energy sector has the ability to respond to potential retire-
ments by building new capacity? You mentioned reducing demand 
through energy efficiency and demand response but what do you 
think? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. It has the ability to respond in many ways, 
and that is ultimately why it is so important for us to get the mar-
ket signals right, and that is why EPA is doing the right thing by 
getting the market signals right, by internalizing what are now ex-
ternal costs. If we can internalize those costs in the price, in the 
ultimate price, then we can find the lower-cost alternatives to com-
pete and come into the market and make appropriate substitutes 
economically. 

Ms. CASTOR. Commissioner Norris, you indicated in you testi-
mony that you have reviewed an array of studies and reports that 
analyze the potential impacts of EPA rules and steps that can be 
taken to cope with any retirements. What do you think? Do you be-
lieve that we have many options available—excess capacity, energy 
efficiency, demand response—for the industry to respond to any re-
tirements and maintain reliability? 

Mr. NORRIS. Yes, that is what I maintained in my testimony. I 
can’t remember, I think it was Commissioner Spitzer that made 
the point, I think most of the studies indicate we will not have a 
resource adequacy problem across the country. There could be lo-
calized concerns, and that is why I maintain that we have tools to 
address those local concerns. But we have, and as you noted, the 
2002–2003 data, the adding of 2,000 gigawatts of new capacity in 
this country was done in 3 years. That is double, more than double 
what the projected retirements might be. 

I think it is also important to note—in fact, I will give you this 
example. When I was chairman of the Iowa Public Service Commis-
sion, I believe it was 2007, it might have been 2008, I voted to ap-
prove a generation certificate for a new coal plant but I rejected in 
the rationale for that argument that we should build this plant be-
cause it produced X amount of new jobs. Here is why I rejected it. 
If we take away jobs in old and inefficient plants, those jobs don’t 
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go away; they shift to more efficient production. That is not a bad 
thing for our economy. I am sensitive to the local concerns but the 
energy is still needed. It has just moved the jobs to generate that 
energy are done in a more efficient way and a more productive way 
for our economy. 

Ms. CASTOR. Thank you very much. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I am going to just make one comment, Mr. Nor-

ris. This argument about, we have got new jobs over here, but for 
the people who lose their jobs, they are gone and it has the impact 
on them and their families. So somebody may be able to pick up 
a new job in one part of the country but these people lose their 
jobs. 

Mr. NORRIS. I am entirely sensitive to that, but most of these will 
be local reliability concerns, so it is my hope we can build new gas 
plants or build transmission at other facilities that help address 
the reliability concerns that may result from that. I am totally sen-
sitive to people losing their jobs. Our economy changes a lot, that 
we shouldn’t hold back efficiency. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Ms. McMorris Rodgers, you are recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank 
you, everyone, for your testimony and for being here today. 

I come from eastern Washington, the Pacific Northwest, where 
the majority of our baseload is reliable, renewable hydropower, and 
I recognize that a lot of the rest of the country does not have the 
hydropower facilities and relies heavily on traditional fuels such as 
coal for their baseload. I am concerned about the EPA regulations 
and the potential to eliminate 131 gigawatts of baseload power 
with the assumption that there will be a one-for-one replacement 
with renewable sources, and what we are trying to work on is 
amending the implementation timeframe for many of these EPA 
job-crushing regulations and give energy producers the ability to 
meet the achievable standards in a reasonable timeframe. 

What I would like to ask, where I would like to start is with 
Commissioner Moeller and Commissioner Spitzer. I think back to 
when I was first elected to Congress in 2004, and the cost of nat-
ural gas at that time, there was a concern that it was going to be 
going up in cost, and I would like to just ask, are there reliability 
concerns associated with becoming over-dependent on natural gas 
to generate electricity and what are the advantages to having a di-
versified source of energy? 

Mr. MOELLER. Thank you, Congresswoman. As Commissioner 
Spitzer said and as I said in my written testimony, I am fuel-neu-
tral. I think we need all fuels. I am a particular believer in hydro-
power, as you know. And we have to be concerned about becoming 
dependent on any source of fuel. The key is that 3 years ago we 
wouldn’t have been having this kind of discussion because natural 
gas prices were three times what they are now. They are down for 
two reasons. To some extent, economic output it down, but we have 
also had come on the system this incredible resource of domestic 
shale gas, and that has had worldwide implications, and if you look 
at the futures markets, which could be wrong, we are looking at 
a decade or so of moderate natural gas prices. Of course, that can 
change. But for this gas to take the place of coal in baseload gen-
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eration, you are making the assumption that it will stay at a mod-
erate price and we will also have to expand the pipeline network 
in this country. That is not done overnight. It can be done. I think 
our staff in the Office of Energy Projects does an excellent job of 
certificating projects in a safe manner but it takes time, and I 
think you will have utilities and other entities testify to that effect. 

Mr. SPITZER. Mr. Chairman, Congresswoman, natural gas is a 
wonderful success story for the ratepayers in the United States and 
it happened when the market signals sent price signals and new 
technology emerged, the horizontal drilling and the fracturing. 
That was a wonderful technological innovation. But we needed 
transmission to get the natural gas to the load centers, and FERC 
during my tenure has sited more miles of interstate natural gas 
pipelines than any time in the history of this country as well as 
natural gas storage facilities. So it was a combination of govern-
ment working to put in infrastructure, steel in the ground, market 
signals and technology that created a great resource. I share your 
concern about overreliance on one particular fuel. I think we need 
all fuels, and obviously there is concern among those in the gas- 
producing sector that there may be potential political or regulatory 
backlash towards their fuel but there is room for all fuels. 

A final point. The reason I am so concerned about the issue of 
forcing a generator to serve two masters, FERC’s authority under 
Section 215 of the Federal Power Act to impose reliability penalties 
and potential EPA penalties. I share a trait in common with a 
former Member from your district who represented your district. 
For 25 years I was a tax lawyer representing taxpayer against the 
IRS, and there are some entities that are quite capable of con-
ducting litigation against the federal government but for other enti-
ties it is a very daunting task, and it fills many with trepidation. 
And so I think for the reasons I stated in my testimony, it behooves 
both regulators to do everything they can to avoid creating this 
Hobson’s choice where you will find yourself in violation of one rule 
or another. I am confident that we can do that. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Thank you. I have another question. 
Would the two of you describe some of the sunk transmission costs 
consumers are left paying when a power plant retires prematurely? 

Mr. MOELLER. Some transmission costs would probably be deter-
mined on a very locationally specific matter but I think another 
concern would be that if again you have a smaller plant, say, be-
tween two larger towns that is needed for voltage support of the 
system, it doesn’t put out a lot of energy but it puts the right 
amount of voltage support in, that would have to be replaced per-
haps by more expensive and expansive transmission build-outs or 
another power plant in another place. That I think may even be 
a more significant cost than the sunk transmission costs. 

Mr. SPITZER. Mr. Chairman, Congresswoman, Congress has rec-
ognized the need for transmission and authorized FERC to pursue 
transmission aggressively in many forms, and that is certainly— 
steel in the ground is important but the hypothetical you allude to 
about potential sunk costs, I think highlights the need for granular 
and iterative analysis by the State commissioners, who you will 
hear from, from the planning authorities and from the generators 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00237 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE



232 

who through various opportunities to retrofit or repower power 
plants can make economic decisions based upon market forces. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I will recognize the gentleman from 
Washington, Mr. Inslee, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. INSLEE. Thank you. I am concerned about this GOP effort, 
not just for issues of public health but because I think it will ad-
versely impact job creation in the United States, and this is a job- 
killing effort by the GOP and an effort to hang on to some old, inef-
ficient economic activity rather than to create thousands of new 
jobs that would be associated with making our economy more effi-
cient and more healthy, and I think the evidence is quite powerful 
in that regard. 

I would point to a study that our next witness, Dr. Susan 
Tierney, will talk about suggesting that between 2010 and 2015, 
capital investments in pollution controls and new generation will 
create an estimated 1.46 million jobs, or about 291,577 year-round 
jobs on average for each of these 5 years. Transforming to a clean-
er, modern fleet through retirement of older, less-efficient plants, 
installation of pollution controls and construction of new capacity 
will result in a net gain of over 4,254 operation and maintenance 
jobs across the eastern interconnection. The largest estimated job 
gains are in Illinois, 122,695; Virginia, 123,014; Tennessee, 
113,138; North Carolina, 76,976; and Ohio, 76,240. Every single 
one of those jobs is at risk because of this wrongheaded, archaic, 
backward thinking of the GOP to think that we live in a static 
economy that doesn’t create jobs when we go through transition, 
and this transition to a healthier United States is not just based 
on breathing or cardiovascular activity. It is based on job creation 
for thousands of new jobs. And this is an attack on jobs in my dis-
trict, in my State. I will just mention some of them. 

In Moses Lake, Washington, we make the substrate for solar 
cells, the largest manufacturer in the western hemisphere in Moses 
Lake, Washington. This bill is an attack on those jobs. In Seattle, 
Washington, we are making efficiency improvements. In Spokane, 
we have a company called Itron that is making products for the 
smart grid that is more efficient so we don’t waste as much elec-
tricity. This bill is an attack on those jobs because it allows the 
continued pollution that damages our health and retards the cre-
ation of thousands of new jobs in these new industrial sectors. 

So this bill is a job-killing job on a net basis. Yes, there is dis-
location associated with any transition but we have got to under-
stand that we have as many jobs to gain as we have to lose if we 
play our cards right, and some of these rules, as contentious as 
they are, recognize the value of new technologies. So I want to 
note, there seems to be some discussion that the only jobs that 
count are one coal plant in a Midwestern State. There are jobs all 
over the country that are at stake in this regard that will be lost 
if this bill becomes law and we stop the creation of all of these jobs. 

And by the way, it is not just in the high-tech field. In my State, 
we have steel workers, iron workers, carpenters, laborers and long-
shoremen in the production of these new jobs. Just look at one 
wind turbine that goes up, and we have had a huge expansion of 
wind power in the State of Washington. One wind turbine, we ship 
stuff in, a longshoreman has got a job. Driving it up to eastern 
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Washington, a Teamster has a job. Putting it up, a laborer, a car-
penter and an iron worker have a job. Stringing the wire to the 
wind turbine, an IBEW member has a job. Those jobs are at risk 
when we say that we are going to leave these old, dirty, polluting, 
unhealthy things at risk, and that is what is at risk and that is 
why I am opposed to this effort, besides the fact that we have got 
folks that want to be able to breathe. 

Now, that is much more of a statement than a question, but if 
any of our panel would like to comment or criticize that statement, 
I would be happy to allow them to do so. There are no takers, and 
thank you for your agreeing totally with my position. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you for that wonderful statement. 
Mr. McKinley, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. MCKINLEY. The Congressman sure left the door wide open. 

There are just so many things to go on in these 5 minutes. Let me 
just address that one issue that was just brought up. Gina McCar-
thy was here just last week on this panel, and that question was 
raised to her, that very study I think that he is referring to that 
talked about 1–1/2 new jobs for every $1 million in environmental 
pollution controls put in effect, and she was asked about that, and 
she repudiated the study, said that was done independently and it 
doesn’t wash. We used the example of a sawmill plant that was 
under the boiler MACT that it is going to cost them $6 million, and 
we asked her if she was going to create nine jobs, and she just 
laughed. She said that is the silliness of some of this, some of these 
reports that come out. They don’t create new jobs; they destroy 
jobs. 

And as far as the IBEW, it is my understanding, I have got cor-
respondence from them that they oppose a lot of these, even though 
it does create short-term construction jobs. They understand the 
long-term impact of higher utility bills, what it is going to do to the 
American economy if we do place all these and raise our utility 
bills. It is one of the things we have very effectively—we have 
powerhouses throughout West Virginia, very effective with AEP, 
First Energy. These are some of the leaders in the Nation in what 
they have done in producing very effective power. 

But my question back to the chairman, Mr. Wellinghoff, has to 
do with—it is my understanding—I am just 8 months into this job, 
and I saw the—it absolutely is accurate that there is a mindset 
here in Congress that I have come to understand attacking coal. 
Coal is the backbone of West Virginia, and it is crucial, but it 
wasn’t until I came to Congress, Mr. Chairman, that I realized how 
much there was this attack on coal, and what I saw was the power 
plants were not shutting down. These powerhouses were not shut-
ting down until the EPA started raising the regulations. They were 
meeting the standards currently but then when they raised the 
standards, these powerhouses said maybe they are going to shut 
down. There have been announcements of three to five plants in 
West Virginia that are going to shut down because of these regula-
tions, but they were meeting the current standards until the new 
standard came into effect, and a new standard at a time when we 
have no jobs created whatsoever last month, 14 million people out 
of work. I think that is all that we are asking for, is this the time 
to be implementing new standards. 
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So my question to you is, if it comes down to health issues, sav-
ing a person’s health of saving a person’s job, what would you rec-
ommend specifically? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you for that question, Congressman 
McKinley. It is my purview to recommend either. My purview is to 
recommend that we have a more efficient electric system and that 
markets in this country, I think we can rely on markets in this 
country to determine how that electric system should operate, and 
so what I advocate is that we do everything we can to make sure 
that those markets are structured properly and they are not jerry- 
rigged. If we can structure the market properly, that means we 
need to incorporate all the costs of a particular product in that 
market. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. That is just about as evasive as all the other 
panels have been when I have asked those questions, but I appre-
ciate it. It is not your responsibility but it something we face. 

I am not in the health industry; I am not in the coal industry. 
But the job that has been thrown to me is to try to make a deci-
sion. You hear the things that we are challenged with, the remarks 
earlier today that this is a jihad. That kind of incendiary language 
has no place in this. This is why America is rejecting the discourse 
here we have in Congress when those kinds of comments are get-
ting made. I don’t want us to be portrayed as being pro-pollution, 
that I am polluting the water, I am putting mercury in the water 
and the air, that I am trying to kill children. I want us to have an 
open dialog where we can have these kinds of discussion because 
that is the decision we have to make, not emotional but a scientific 
basis. I happen to be an engineer in Congress, and I hope we can 
use our science to make these decisions rather than emotion. 

Thank you very much for your testimony. 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
At this time I recognize the gentleman from California, Mr. Wax-

man. 
Mr. WAXMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I want to thank 

Mr. McKinley for his last comments. I fully agree with him and I 
look forward to working with him to reduce some of the rhetoric 
and see if we can work together. 

Chairman Wellinghoff, some members of the committee and sev-
eral of the witnesses in their written testimony are citing the 
FERC’s staff’s informal assessment of the potential impacts of EPA 
rules as evidence that 81 gigawatts of coal generation is likely or 
very likely to retire. It is important for members to understand 
that the FERC staff is trying to do, how they did it, and the serious 
limitations of the informal assessment. 

The FERC staff who worked on this informal assessment briefed 
the committee staff. They told our staff that the informal assess-
ment was intended as a back-of-the-envelope calculation to produce 
a ballpark estimate of potential retirement that could result from 
the EPA’s rules. They said it was never intended as information for 
the FERC commissioners or to be relied on for decision-making. 

Chairman Wellinghoff, does this description match your under-
standing? 
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Mr. WELLINGHOFF. It does, and I actually mentioned earlier that 
that number should in no way be used as a planning number. The 
planning determinations will be those that will be ultimately done 
by the planning authorities and so all the range of numbers that 
we have thrown out there and floating around out here are really 
irrelevant. What is really relevant is the actual work that each 
planning authority will do, and you will hear from a couple in the 
next panel. The actual work that the planning authorities will do 
and they do on an ongoing basis, it is not that they are going to 
start it all of a sudden because EPA has done this. They have been 
doing it for years and year and years. We have now put in place 
some rules that actually require them to incorporate into those 
planning activities considerations of things like federal and State 
regulations that in fact could impact their planning, and many of 
them have been doing it already despite our rules. We wanted to 
make sure that it was something that was actually being done. And 
so we have given them that tool and they are now—I expect fully 
that they will use it. 

Mr. WAXMAN. I appreciate your putting that in perspective. The 
FERC staff started this project in the summer of 2010 before EPA 
had proposed or finalized certain rules so the FERC staff made as-
sumptions about what the EPA rules would require. 

Chairman Wellinghoff, did these assumptions turn out to be ac-
curate? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No, they weren’t accurate. 
Mr. WAXMAN. For example, FERC staff assumed that EPA would 

require closed-loop cooling systems under one rule but EPA’s pro-
posed rule did not require this approach. FERC staff explained how 
they actually did their assessment. They relied on publicly avail-
able information about existing coal plants. They came up with fac-
tors they thought could affect the cost of compliance at these plants 
and then assigned those factors subjective weights. For example, if 
a plant has no mercury controls, that was worth two-tenths of a 
point. If it was an anti-coal State, whatever that means, it got an-
other tenth of a point. The FERC staff told our staff that this 
weighting was ‘‘completely arbitrary.’’ Then the staff added up all 
of the weighted factors that applied to a plant and placed the plant 
in a category such as very likely or unlikely to retire. The total 
scores that would lead a plant to be placed in one of these cat-
egories was also just arbitrarily made up. This description isn’t 
meant as a criticism. The staff was just trying to do a back-of-the- 
envelope estimate. 

Mr. Wellinghoff, is this your understanding how the FERC staff 
did their informal assessment? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. They did, and I do want to make clear, it had 
nothing to do with the level of competency of my staff. They used 
the information that they had at the time to do a very informal as-
sessment to start discussions with the EPA so then EPA could be 
better informed about who they needed to talk to in more speci-
ficity, that is, the planning authorities with respect to the potential 
impacts of what they were doing. 

Mr. WAXMAN. The first time they did this assessment in July 
2010, the estimate was that 81 gigawatts of coal generation were 
likely or very likely to retire, but as the staff obtained more infor-
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mation about what EPA’s rules actually required, later calculations 
produced lower estimates. In October 2010, the estimate was down 
to 72 gigawatts. By early 2011, the estimate had dropped to be-
tween 54 and 59 gigawatts of likely or very likely retirements. Isn’t 
that right, Mr. Wellinghoff? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. That is correct. Actually, the February 2011 
range is 54 to 59 gigawatts. Again, these are—— 

Mr. WAXMAN. Let me just, because I am running out of time. 
Even for these lower estimates, there was no estimated timeframe 
for retirements. FERC staff never examined how the industry could 
compensate for any retirements with new generation capacity, ret-
rofits, demand response or energy efficiency measures. To make 
sure everyone is clear on this point, is the FERC staff informal as-
sessment something that members of the committee or witnesses 
should be relying on or citing when assessing the potential impacts 
of EPA’s rules? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No. 
Mr. WAXMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 

Texas, Mr. Barton, for 5 minutes. 
Mr. BARTON. Thank you. I was hoping in my absence, Mr. Chair-

man, that you all worked all this out. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. It has been very pleasant. 
Mr. BARTON. There is still hope. 
My first question to the distinguished chairman of FERC is that 

several times in answer to questions, you have used the term ‘‘ir-
relevant.’’ Do you consider the FERC staff to be irrelevant? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No, sir, I don’t. 
Mr. BARTON. Do you assume them to be honest, hardworking 

professionals who when asked to do something give it their best ef-
fort? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes, sir, I do. 
Mr. BARTON. OK. I agree with you, that to my knowledge the 

FERC staff is hardworking and very professional. In fact, I would 
say of all the agencies we deal with, the FERC staff is probably the 
least politically motivated or impacted. They tend to be very 
straightforward and professional, in my assessment, anyway. Are 
you aware that we have got a list of 14 different organizations that 
have looked at the impact of the EPA’s rules on the power market 
and 12 of the 14 are basically in the general range of the FERC 
staff assessment? Are you aware of that? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes, and again, I would indicate that those 
assessments are irrelevant as well, and I am not saying that there 
is—— 

Mr. BARTON. There is no assessment that is relevant? 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. There is one, yes. The assessments that will 

be done by the individual planning authorities like ERCOT in your 
State, for example, PJM, the other RTOs and the planning authori-
ties, those assessments that the planning authorities conduct are 
ones that in fact will be most informed at a local level based upon 
actual data with respect to actual specific resource requirements 
and resource needs and resource availability within those regions. 
Those are the critical—— 
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Mr. BARTON. I would respectfully interrupt you, Mr. Chairman, 
and respectfully disagree with you that I think for whatever reason 
these groups that have looked at this issue are trying to give it 
their best estimate, if that is the right term, and I think they are 
relevant. I think it is odd, to be as mild as possible, that EPA con-
sistently underestimates the impact of their rules, and, you know, 
I took probability in college, and I would say the probability is that 
EPA is going to be the most off in terms of realistically estimating 
what their impact is of all the groups because they have a bias 
against realistically evaluating their rules. And just in one of the 
rules that they proposed last year, their analysis, they admitted 
eventually was only off by a factor of 1,000, which is pretty off. 

I want to ask Mr. Moeller, Commissioner Moeller if you share 
the chairman’s assessment about the irrelevancy of these esti-
mates. 

Mr. MOELLER. Well, I think the estimates are all informative but 
I probably share his opinion that what really matters is how they 
impact operations and reliability at the local level because of the 
specifics of load pockets and the physics of electricity flow, and I 
actually thought the FERC staff study was pretty good because it 
went into a lot of the variable factors. It was an estimate. It was 
done with what they knew at the time. Things have changed. But 
I commend our staff for what I thought was a very good document. 

Mr. BARTON. I have only got about a minute. My last question, 
again, back to our distinguished chairman, you state in the letter 
that you think your organization lacks the data and the tools to 
fully assess the reliability impact of EPA regulation. What addi-
tional tools and data would you need, in your opinion, for the 
FERC to have that ability? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Well, we would have to have the capability of 
the modeling that is done by all the regional planning authorities, 
and their modeling is extremely extensive with very sophisticated 
computer models and lots of computer equipment. PJM alone has 
500 employees, I believe, and that is just one planning authority 
in and of itself. So again, we are not a central planner. We are not 
set up to be a central planner, and to do that would take a great 
deal of appropriations from this Congress that I don’t think they 
really want to do. 

Mr. BARTON. My time is expired, but is there any reason then 
that the FERC couldn’t send a letter or make a request of the folks 
that have this modeling capability if you gave them the data sets 
that they couldn’t do the modeling and report back to you? Is that 
allowed or not allowed? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No, they have the data sets. We don’t have 
it. They have it. They do the modeling already all the time, and 
you will hear from two of them. You will hear from ERCOT and 
PJM in your next panel. 

Mr. BARTON. If the FERC staff under the direction of the Com-
mission were to request certain models be run, then you have the 
authority to do that and they would have to comply. Is that cor-
rect? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. We could ask them to do modeling. That is 
correct. 
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Mr. BARTON. I have got some other questions. If I could have one 
non-related question. The former chairman of the FERC, Mr. 
Kelleher, called me this week, and the Department of Energy is 
floating an idea to give the delegate its authority under the Energy 
Policy Act to do transmission siting. Under current law, the DOE 
has to determine the corridor, but once the DOE determines that 
it is a high-priority, high-impact corridor, then the FERC can put 
together a plant to site transmission. There is a court case in Vir-
ginia that invalidated or at least called into question the ability of 
the Department of Energy to site these corridors, and the current 
Secretary is considering delegating his authority under the Energy 
Policy Act to the FERC. Do you have a position on that, Chairman? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes, Mr. Barton. I think actually that would 
be an appropriate delegation. I think it would in fact make the cur-
rent statute work more efficiently. 

Mr. BARTON. Do all the commissioners share the chairman’s posi-
tion on that? 

Mr. MOELLER. Congressman, I favor the proposal generally but 
I had a little bit of an issue with the dual siting track that was 
part of the details. So generally, yes, some of the specifics I don’t 
fully—— 

Mr. BARTON. I will follow up with that. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman, because I am the author of that sec-

tion and I have been asked to take a position on it, and I see both 
sides of it, so I appreciate the information. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Olson, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. OLSON. I thank the chair, and thanks to all the witnesses 

for coming today, for giving us your expertise and your time, and 
we are in the home stretch here, so I will get my 5 minutes done 
here. 

My first question is for you, Mr. Moeller, and this may be an un-
derstatement, but you seem to view FERC’s role in addressing po-
tential impacts of EPA regulations on electric reliability very dif-
ferently from Mr. Wellinghoff and some of your colleagues at 
FERC. You note in your testimony that legislation clarifying the 
role of EPA and FERC in the event of a conflict over air policy elec-
tric reliability could be helpful, and my colleague, Mr. Shimkus, 
showed this graph which illustrates the disparity between EPA and 
all the other groups that are taking a look at the capacity loss re-
sulting from EPA’s power sector rules, and I know this is a small 
graph here but you all can see this little green line here, the very 
small one is what EPA’s predictions are. FERC is right here, the 
first line. That is a big disparity. 

My question is, is there a conflict between FERC and EPA over 
any of EPA’s new rules affecting the utility companies? 

Mr. MOELLER. Well, Congressman, I haven’t been involved all of 
the discussions. There have been staff discussions. Some of the in-
dividual commissioners have met with officials from EPA. I have 
had one such meeting, and I have called for a more open process 
so that we can discuss the ramifications from a reliability perspec-
tive of these rules because there are a number of them. The 
timelines differ. They will affect different markets differently. For 
instance, in a Texas market where it is a competitive market, the 
costs to, say, retrofit a plant cannot be passed on to ratepayers. 
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They have to be absorbed by shareholders. In another area of the 
country that is vertically integrated, those costs can be passed on. 
That is going to make a difference as to the investment decision 
involved as to whether to keep a plant or not. I just think that the 
level of detail and the complexity of this Nation’s electric system 
calls for a more open process to determine some of the ramifica-
tions of these rules. 

Mr. OLSON. Thank you for that answer. I will just kind of follow 
up on that question, and this would be all for the commissioners. 
I posed this question to Mr. Joseph McClelland of FERC during his 
testimony here on May 31st on the grid reliability and infrastruc-
ture defense but he was unable to give me an accurate answer, so 
I will ask again, but I wanted to preface it but since that time I 
visited the power plant in the district I represent, the WA Parish 
plant there outside of Meadville, Texas. It is one of the largest 
power generation plants in the country, the largest one in Texas, 
obviously. It has four coal generating units, four natural gas gener-
ating units, and I was out there talking with them about some of 
the problems we could face in Texas in the future with this 
drought, it looks like another El Nino, La Nina effect and, you 
know, extended heat waves, and I talked to them about we have 
got the fastest growing population in America. I asked them if they 
have some plans to cover the generation capacity that they might 
have to cover, and they do say that they have kind of mothballed 
two plants there in Texas, two coal-burning plants, that they could 
bring up online in a couple of weeks if so needed. My question is, 
if FERC had to require or order a generating unit to operate for 
reliability purposes and doing so would result in the unit exceeding 
environmental permit level, would FERC indemnify the operator 
from any and all agency actions for private citizen lawsuit liability? 
Commissioner LaFleur, you are first, ma’am. 

Ms. LAFLEUR. I don’t believe we would indemnify but I think 
that we would try to work out in advance with the other agencies 
to make sure that if we ordered a plant to operate that they would 
not face compliance violations, and I know there also have been 
legislative proposals, surgical proposals to remove individual liabil-
ity to individuals for operating in response to a FERC order, and 
if there is a need for clarity, I would suppose those, but we would 
certainly try to work out that there was no compliance violation. 

Mr. OLSON. Thank you. 
Commissioner Norris? 
Mr. NORRIS. I believe it is a situation Mr. Spitzer has addressed 

a couple times during the hearing here, and that is, it is an unfair 
situation to put a utility company where they have to abide by two 
different agencies’ rules, FERC’s and EPA’s, and while I don’t know 
if we can—we can’t protect them from that agency suing them. I 
think there is some proposed legislation—I can’t think of the name 
of it—to address that situation and I think it would be a positive 
outcome. 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Spitzer, I am sorry I didn’t hear our testimony 
before, sir, but it sounds like, did Commissioner Norris give an ac-
curate summary of your feelings? 

Mr. SPITZER. Yes, correct, Congressman. In my testimony, I dis-
cussed a safety valve proposal proposed by some of the entities in-
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cluding ERCOT, and we can supply you with this. It is comments 
they filed before EPA on May 3, 2011, that I would support that 
resolves this potential Hobson’s choice of complying with—violating 
either an EPA rule or FERC reliability standard, and I suggest 
that proposal could solve that problem. 

Mr. OLSON. Commissioner Moeller? 
Mr. MOELLER. I agree. It is a problem, and I think if you talk 

to entities who had to face this situation in the past, they won’t do 
it again because it is too risky having two agencies, choosing to vio-
late one set of rules or the other. 

Mr. OLSON. That was my experience with Parish. They are will-
ing to do it but they won’t do it if they can’t be covered legally. 

And Mr. Chairman, I am sorry, last but certainly not least. 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you, and I agree with the safety valve 

solution that Commissioner Spitzer discussed. I think that is a 
remedy that in fact would take care of the issue. 

Mr. OLSON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Terry, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. TERRY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
To start off, I have three documents I would like to enter into 

the record. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Without objection. 
Mr. TERRY. The first is a letter from our Governor to Adminis-

trator Jackson expressing his concerns with the number and sub-
stance of the regulations. The second is an article from the Grand 
Island Independent discussing the now-expected closure of the 
Grand Island coal-fired plant as a result of CSAPR. And the last 
is an article from the Lincoln Journal Star that just ran yesterday 
regarding the same issue. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

[The information follows:] 
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Dave Heinenuul 
GotJ(~m()r 

Lisa Jackson, Administrator 

September 8, 2011 

U.S. Bnvironmental Protection Agency 
USBP A Headquarters 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Petmsy!vaniaAvc:nue, N.W. 
Mail Code: I lOlA 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Jackson: 

I am writing to express my concerns with a number of air quality regulations issued or propo..~ed 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the negative impact these regulations will 
have on Nebraska. ! support the goals of clean air and a protected environment. However, there 
must be a balance between what needs to be done to protect the environment and what costs 
Nebraska's economy can absorb. As with the recent ozone retraction by President Ohama, there 
needs to be a reexamination to reduce the regulatory burden and uncertninty on states and 
industry. 

On August 8, 20 II, the EPA finalized the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) that will 
significantly impact the utilities in Nebraska and the citizens they serve, Of the 28 states that 
will be subject to CSAPR starting January I, 2012, all but tbur, including Nebraska, were subject 
to the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR) prior to CSAPR. The other 24 states and their utility 
companies have had since the oribQnal 2005 CAlI<. rule to make preparations for compliance with 
this rule. Until just las! month when CSAPR was finalized, Nebraska believed that compliance 
with interstate transport rules would he reasonable to achieve. However, upon reviewing the 
final rule, Nebraska's utilities have serious concerns over the ability to comply with a 2012 
compliance deadline. 

The stringency of the CSAPR program is shocking, and now the Nebraska facilities are 
thoroughly examining and evaluating the impacts oflhis rule on their sources. Specifically, the 
nitrogen oxide emissions budget in the final rule is far less than what was proposed in July 20 10 
and in the subsequent nOlices of data availability in early 2011. The utilities bave quickly begwl 
planning for the installation of controls. It is very unlikely, even with the controls that could 
feasibly be installed during the calendar year 2012, llull the State of Nebraska can meet the 
assurance levels for NOx. Most of the controls will lake three to tive years to illslall. 
Nebraska's public power companie~ fleed time to budget, limmce, and design the controls. 
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Lisa Jackson, Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
September 8, 2011 
Page -2-

lam requesting lUl additional three years to comply with this rule. You have the authority under 
Section I JO(k)(6) of til;;) Clean Ail' Act to make C{)rrectiullN to federal actions. Therefore, I am 
formally requesting you exercise your authority to provide the State of Nebl'aska and its utilities 
this additional time. 

The Utility MACT, which has not yet been finalized, would require costly additional controls by 
201 S. The retrofitting of power plants on such a tight timefrnme, in concert with the other air 
quality rules, is excessive. The annualized costs to comply for Nebraska's two largest companies 
are estimated to be in excess oUl50 million per ycar. The capital costs are estimated to be over 
$1 billion for just one company. Nebraska, as a western state, will yield millimal benefits from 
the Utility MACT rule. The EPA estimates that westcrn states will benefit approximately only 
2% of what eastern states will. 

I am concerned abaut the timing lUld the ability of Nebraska's public power con1panics to 
continue providing affurdable reliable power to the citizens of Nebmska. Nebraska's not-for­
profit, publicly owned power companies ate expecting to reduce capacity Significantly ill order to 
try to comply wiLh the prurnulguted rules. To meet rULut!) utmluml&, puw"r may need to come 
from elsewhere on the grid. Nebraska has a long history afmce!ing Its own power needs without 
having to import much from outside the state. 

Nebraska's rurnl areas face mauy chnllenges. Since 2000, 69 of OUI' 93 counties have experienced 
a declille in pupulation, while our urban arellS have experienced an increasing population. Both 
factors create unique dynamics that the power companies must be ready to serve and sustain. 
Nebraskans support our public power system as the best way of ensuring low-cost, reliable 
electricity to our citizens, communities and industries. Fot one sector to be fucing so many 
costly compliance measures to implement over such a short period of timc is unfair. 

These examples of excessive regulations are too costly and onerous on the power generating 
industry. Nebraska is totally publicly owned power, and Nebraska's families will experience 
increased rates as a direct result of these aetions. It willluunper economic development. I am 
asking you to carefully evaluate the cost of these rules sepamtely lUld aggregately. For Nebraska 
businesses, communities and agriculture, the cost of these rules simply outweighs the benefits. 
Thnnkyou. 

Sincerely, 

Davc HeimJman 
Governor 
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New EPA regulations could be 
costly to Gal. power consumers 
By Robert Pore 

robert,pore@lheinciependent,c;om 

Published: Wednesday, September 7,201110:08 PM cor 

J'age 101 j 

Print Page 

New U.S. Environmental Protection Agency clean air regulations, which will be implemented on Jan. 1, 
2012. could impact Nebraska's energy industry, causing possible power plant closures, employee layoffs 
and increase power rates, 

That's according to a group of Nebraska energy officials who met with state Attomey General Jon Bruning 
Wednesday in Grand Island at what was called an "EPA Summitt." 

At issue are additional Clean Air Act regulations, announced in July by the EPA, deSigned to "slash 
hundreds of thousands of tons of smokestack emissions thai travel long distances through the air leading to 
soot and smog, threatening the health of hundreds of millions of Americans living downwind." 

What the EPA announced was the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, which the agency said will achieve up 10 
$280 million in annual benefits through cleaner air coming from the nation's coal powered enetgy plants. 
Nebraska is one of 27 slales in the eastem half of the country that the new rules will impact. The EPA said 
the new rules will impact 240 million Americans. 

Under the new regulations, EPA said that by 2014, the rule and other state and EPA actions will raduce 
sulfur dioxide by 73 percent from 2005 levels and nitrogen oxide emissions by 54 percent. 

The new Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, the EPA said, replaces and strengthenslhe 2005 Clean Air 
Interstate Rule (CAIR), which the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit ordered EPA to revise in 2008. 
The court allowed CAIR 10 remain in place temporarily while EPA worked to finalize its replacement rule. 

According to the EPA, the new reg~lations are ostimated 10 cost $800 milHonin 2014, piUS about $1·.6 
billion per year in capital inveslments, which the EPA seidare alrsady underway ftomClesn Air Interstate 
Rule, the previous rule from 2005. 

The EPA also acknowledged jobs could be lost as the result of the new regulations, They also estimate that 
by 2014, the average monthly household electriCity bill will increase by 1 percent and natural gas prices wm 
increase less than 1 percent. 

Energy officials, though, estimate that rules would increase energy costs by 5 to 10 pencen!, including 
natural gas, which would be used as a altemative to coal to produce energy. That would create extra 

http://lheindependent.comiarticles/20 II/09107/news/locall13878043 .prt 9/812011 
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demand for natural gas, increasing costs. 

Also, some of the older coal plants may have to shut down to refit themselves to meet the new regulations 
or close altogether. 

Attending the summit was Tim Luchsinger, Grand Island utility manager. Grand Island has its own coal­
powered energy plant. along with one natural gas unit. Luchsinger said Grand Island is planning to spend 
$4 million in the next year for capital improvements to the city's Platte Generating Station to comply with the 
new EPA rule. 

"We are anticipating spending another $1.3 (million) to $1.5 million in fuel costs on natural gas at our 
Burdick Station next year," he said. 

Luchsinger said the reason for the increased used of natural gas to generate power is because of the cap 
on emission on the Platte Generating Station because of the new EPA regulations. 

Even though Grand Island uses coal with a low sulphur content from Wyoming, LuchSinger said they will 
have to make major renovations to the city's coal plant to meet the new regulations. 

~'ln ttl!'> lI,ext three years, we will. \lav" tp addJ;llOOIlt>!Y another $35 (million) to $40 million wortl:lot 
eqUipment to comply with the new regul'ltlbns," ha said. 

At first, Luchsinger said, Grand Island consumers will see a "slight" increase on their energy bill because of 
the cost of burning natural gas. 

"There will also be some impact because traditionally we have been able to sell extra power to other 
utilities," he said. "We are going to be limited on that now. So, the extra power that we sell, of course, 
comeS back to the rale payers. But it may be another several years before we are able to do that again." 

That could cost the city between $3.5 million to $4 million in lost power sales, Luchsinger said. 

Luchsinger said the city was caught by surprise by the new EPA regulations "as they capped our emissions 
a lot lower than what we expected." 

"What will impact us the most is that we are seeing a 40 percent reduction in the nitrogen oxide allowances 
we thought we were going to get," he said. "That is going to be the key to driving our capacity limit." 

Luchsinger said the utility department's cash reserve will keep the financial bite to consumers down 
temporarily, but once the major part of the new regulations take effect in 2014 and the capital 
improvements that will need to be made to be in compliance, "we are uncertain whether that will be a rate 
increase or if we can do some refinancing with our existing debt." 

He called the regulations "yet another in a long lina of EPA encroachments on state's sovereignty as the 
EPA has continually told the states where it should make the air clean." 

"Here in Nebraska," he said, "we don't want EPA guidance or need EPA guidance on how to do that." 

While the EPA regulations are designed to take accountability of states when it Concerns pollutants they 
generate going across state lines and impacting people downwind, Bruning said Nebraska's air is clean 
now. 

Mayors from Grand Island, Haslings and Fremont were also at lhe meeting. Each of those cities has 
its own coal power-generating facility, for which Bruning said lhe neW EPA regulations will cost them "tens 
of millions of dollars each." 

http://thcindependent.com/articles/20 11109/07/newsilocal/13 878043 .prt 9/8/2011 
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"So instead 01 the city 01 Grand Island deciding on how to spend $20 (million) to $30 million, the EPA is 
making that decision for you." he said. 

Attending the summit was Keith Olsen, president of the Nebraska Farm Bureau, 

"Our concern is if power plants that now run on coal are forced to shut down or convert over to natural gas, 
that could cause an increase demand on nalural gas," Olsen said. 

He said natural gas is important to agriculture, especially in the manufacturing of fertilizer. 

"We are concerned on what impact thai would have on our production costs, but we are also cOncemed 
about what the increase in electrical rates would do to the number of irrigators that use electricity to power 
their pumps," Olsen said. 

Also attending the summit was Tim Burke, vice president for customer service and public affairs for the 
Omaha Public Power District. 

Burke said that for Nebraska, as the regulations were originally conceived under the Clean Air Interstate 
Rule, it had "very little impact" on the amount of toxic pollutants that had to be cleaned from the emissions 
from state coal plants. 

"But the rule that came out this summer, we saw almost twice the impact that were originally identified:' 
Burke said. 

Also a concern to Burke is the very short time frame power companies would have to implement the new 
environmental regulations. Because Nebraska energy officials believed the new rules would have little 
impact on the state as originally conceived until the new regulations ceme au! in July. they did little to plan 
for the demands of the new regulations on state power plants. That put them behind, and Burke said 
catching up under the short time frame demanded by the new regulations would be costly to Nebraska 
power plants. 

"It is a very short time frame for us to put those implementation plans in place, he said. "Therefore. it is 
going to be a higher cost, a shorter time frame that will impact any pricing of any changes we need to 
make." 

Alsq, h'e said, if\llilUmpactNebrss1<aenergy consumers, 

Because of Nebraska's public power system, those costs can't be passed to shareholders because "our 
shareholders are our customer-owners and the impacts will be pretty Significant for all of consumers and 
business owners," he said. 

Burke said OPPD is evaluating the impact olthe new EPA regulations. He said a number of scenarios are 
being looked at, including shutting down a number of small, older coal generating plants. 

Copyright © 2011 • The Independent 

http://theindependent.com/articles/20 11/09107 /newsllocall13 878J43 .prt 9/S/201l 
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STAR 
New EPA rules for coal plants could cost millions; lawsuit in 
works by attorney general 
By ALGIS J. LAUKAITIS I Lincoln Journal Star I Posted: Mondny, September 12,2011 11:55 pm 

Nebraska utilities could be forced to spend millions, reduce electrical generation and raise electric rates to comply with new a 
federal regulation governing air pollution from coal plants. 

Officials ITom several Nebraska utilities said they were caught olT guard by the proposed regulation, both in its timing and the 
emission limits, which are more stringent than those proposed earlier by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

"This could be expensive. It could be very expensive. We know that, but we don't know exactly how expensive itts going to 
be," said Mike Jones of the Omaha Public Power District. 

Fremont, for example, may have to spend as much as $35 million over the next five years to meet the new emission standards 
at its city~owned plant, said Utilities Department Manager Derril Marshall, 

Marshall said Fremont also may have to cut power productlDtl to near 2009 levels and raise rates by at least 8 percent in each 
of the next two years. 

Representatives from OPPD. the Nebraska Public Power District, the cities of Fremont! Grand Island and Hastings and other 
utilities met with Nebraska Attorney General Jon Bruning last week to discuss their concerns over the regulation ..,~ especiaUy 
its timing. 

"It was a brainstorming session to see if there was. any legal action that could be used to halt or postpone the regulation that 
goes into effect next year," said Tim Luchsinger, director of utilities for Grand Island, 

The Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, announced in July and set to go into effect Jan , I, cuts allowuble emissions ofsulfbr 
dioxide and nitrogen oxidcs~ the gases that cause acid min. EPA says the new standards will significantly improve air quality 
by reducing power plant emissions in 27 states. 

Meanwhile. Bruning is working on a lawsuit to give Nebraska utilities breathing room to comply, A Texas utility already hilS 
flied a lawsuit. 

liThe attorney general's office is working to protect Nebraska power producers and consumers from this costly federal 
overreach,H said Bruning spokeswoman Shannon Kingery, "We anticipate the suit wUl be tiled in the coming months.it 

Luminant~ a leading Texas utility~ announced Monday it wiH dose power plants and lay otT about 500 workers as a result of 
what it called the "unrealistic deadline" of the new rule. 

Marvin Schulte..C), manager of Hastings Utilities, said: "Jt1s a very non-achievable deadline to have this compliance by January. 
There's no way we can get this implemented by then." 

Under the new regulation, Grand Island, which has two power plants tired by coal and natural gas. would have to reduce 
nitrogen oxide emissions by 40 percent~ Luchsinger said, 

"If we could have had another year, it would have aIlowed us to get the proper controls in place so it would not affect our 
operation/' he said. 

Grand Island plans to spend about $4 million to install new emission-control equipment, which could not be done until 
October 2012, Luchsinger said. The city also plans to spend $1,3 mi11ion more in extra fuel costs. 

Lincoln Electric System and NPPD officials are working on how to best c-emply with the new regulation, sa.id LES Vice 
President Shelley Sahling-Zart. 

http://joumalstar.com/news/local/article _ DcDdD·af06·5791·9c50·07b5b597e476.html?pri... 9/13/2011 
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Laramie River Station in Wyoming, partially owned by LES, is not affected by the new regul-ationt but LES does buy power 
from Sheldon Station and Gerald Gentleman Station, two coal plants owned by NPPD. 

H\Vith the significant changes, it's challenging, II said Joe Citta, environmental manager for NPPD. 

Citta said the earlier regulation proposed by EPA was Iffairly manageable, II But the final regulation released this summer is 
forcing NPPD and other Nebraska utilities to take more severe action to meet the new emission standards. 

In July, the NPPD Board authoriz(.."(j spending about $355 million on new low-nitrogen oxide burners at its Gerald 
Gentleman power plant near Sutherland. 

OPPD is considering shutting down some of its older coal plants, installing new technology to reduce sulfur dioxide 
emissions, converting coal plants to natural gas. reducing wholesale power sales. and boosting rateS by up to 4 percent, Jones 
said. No decisions have been made. 

http://journalstar.cominews/locallarticIe_OcOdfJ-afD6.5791·9e50·07b5b597e476.html,?pri... 9/1312011 
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Mr. TERRY. It is interesting, I know that this issue has been beat 
to death, but just as a comment, I thought one of FERC’s respon-
sibilities was gathering data and providing models so that entities 
could make the right decisions, that FERC could make the right 
decisions, so learning that that is—you don’t have the data or you 
don’t have the modeling techniques, and I am kind of confused why 
you have 120 employees in a sub-agency or sub-department called 
modeling. So Mr. Chairman, I think we have an area that we can 
save money. We should provide that information to the chairman 
who is part of the super committee. I don’t think those 120 employ-
ees—I don’t know what they do but they obviously aren’t doing 
what the title says, so we could probably save money by elimi-
nating that. 

Next, getting back to the issue of the news stories and our State 
Attorney General, who hosted a regional event based on the 
CSAPR rule, this newest version certainly is more stringent than 
the proposed rule, the Clean Air Transport Rule, so as CSAPR be-
comes effective in 3–1/2 months—and this is for Mr. Wellinghoff 
and Mr. Moeller, and we will let Mr. Wellinghoff, the chairman, be 
first. As CSAPR becomes effective in just 3–1/2 months, are you 
concerned that States like Nebraska may not have enough time to 
adequately prepare for CSAPR’s substantial increased require-
ments? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Congressman Terry, thank you. I would first 
clarify your previous discussion. We don’t have any division called 
modeling so I am not sure where you are getting that information 
from. 

But with respect to the CSAPR rule, I believe again that the 
planning authority that would encompass Nebraska and the State 
commissioners in Nebraska as well ultimately would have full au-
thority and ability with respect to their modeling capabilities and 
their resource planning capabilities to plan for these contingencies. 

Mr. TERRY. You are right, and I should have said the title of it 
correctly but I think the one that we can eliminate is the Office of 
Electric Reliability. 

Mr. MOELLER. Congressman, to answer your question, yes, I am 
concerned because of the timeline of CSAPR and I think you will 
hear an articulate description of Texas’s concerned from the 
ERCOT representative on the next panel. 

Mr. TERRY. Thank you. 
Now, hearing those answers then, would it be justified in your 

opinion to delay the implementation of this rule so the States and 
entities can have a better grasp of its impact, Mr. Wellinghoff? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I do not believe it to be appropriate to delay 
the rule. 

Mr. MOELLER. I frankly don’t know the implications enough to 
know where it is worth delaying or not but I know I would like to 
be a lot more comfortable about the reliability implications of it. 

Mr. TERRY. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
At this time I recognize the gentleman, Mr. Gardner from Colo-

rado, for 5 minutes. 
Mr. GARDNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for join-

ing us today. 
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Commissioner Norris, you stated in your testimony that you be-
lieve, and this is a quote, you believe that the ‘‘EPA had adequately 
addressed reliability concerns.’’ You base this conclusion not on 
FERC’s own analysis but various studies, in your words, ‘‘numer-
ous studies by multiple entities that attempt to assess the reli-
ability impact of EPA’s proposed and final regulations.’’ You have 
talked about those and you claim that you found those publicly 
available assessments and analyses the most informative for reach-
ing your conclusions. Specifically, you cite in your testimony re-
ports done by, amongst other, the Bipartisan Policy Center, M.J. 
Bradley and Associates. 

Mr. Norris, I don’t think any of those organizations work for 
FERC or work within FERC but yet you are relying upon them and 
you are statutorily tasked with the responsibility of ensuring the 
reliability of the bulk power system. Do you believe, do you agree 
with members of this committee that perhaps FERC should be— 
that we should be concerned that a commissioner of FERC, the 
agency that has a prominent role in assuring reliability of the grid, 
is basing conclusions with respect to EPA’s power sector rules on 
reports completed not by FERC but by outside interest groups with 
zero accountability to FERC or the American people? 

Mr. NORRIS. Let me start with saying I think those reports, they 
told us some consistent feedback on the situation. One is that there 
is not likely to be a resource adequacy problem nationwide. We 
have supplies or we can build supplies or build generation in time 
to address the overall generation needs of this country. I think that 
is consistent throughout all those reports. I think there are a lot 
of very knowledgeable folks of our electric system that work on 
those reports and provide information that I found valuable. I like 
to seek outside input when I come to a conclusion, and I did exten-
sive research and reading multiple reports. I point at those as the 
most informative, and I think they represent a cross-section. There 
are differences in those reports but the consistent theme I saw in 
them was, we can meet our Nation’s electric supply needs under 
the many different scenarios run. 

Secondly, the other consistent thing in that report as I stated 
earlier is the natural gas impact is having on the marketplace in 
general in terms of retiring old, inefficient plants. So, yes, I rely on 
those reports and I will continue to rely on those and other knowl-
edgeable reports and how the proposed EPA rules may impact our 
system. 

Mr. GARDNER. Do you think it is wise to rely on outside reports 
so heavily, though? 

Mr. NORRIS. Well, I probably erred in not putting our own report 
in there because I read that extensively as well. Yes. 

Mr. GARDNER. And a question based on Ms. LaFleur’s testimony. 
She stated in her second paragraph, third paragraph of her open-
ing statement, ‘‘Although not all these regulations are final, I be-
lieve it is important to consider them as a package when assessing 
their potential effect on reliability,’’ talking about the effect of the 
rules together. There has been legislation introduced in Congress 
that talks about the effect of EPA regulations on energy costs and 
prices. Do you think that those ought to be looked at together as 
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well in addition to reliability, what it does for cost? And Mr. 
Moeller, I will start with you. 

Mr. MOELLER. Well, it is kind of society’s choice as to the costs 
of health regulations versus the increases in electricity prices, but 
I think most studies would indicate that prices are going to rise 
and there is a variety of studies as to how much they will rise in 
different areas, depending on how dependent they are on certain 
fuels, particularly coals, but—— 

Mr. GARDNER. Do we have a mechanism to look at the costs cu-
mulatively, as Ms. LaFleur says, on reliability, just as we do on re-
liability that she is suggesting that we do? 

Mr. MOELLER. Yes. 
Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Spitzer? 
Mr. SPITZER. Mr. Chairman, Congressman, my view, and this 

goes back to my serve in the State legislature and at the State 
commissioner and now at FERC, is government is about balancing 
competing interests, and you have air quality, health issues bal-
anced against the costs and the Congress doubtless considers that 
as does EPA, as do the State commissions. In the narrow issue of 
reliability, that is why the aggregate numbers certainly have an 
impact on wholesale power prices but there are many other vari-
ables with wholesale power. The natural gas revolution that I dis-
cussed earlier, concern over nuclear power in the wake of 
Fukushima may have an impact on our fuel supply. 

Mr. GARDNER. Should we, though, have a system in place that 
takes a look at the cost of regulations comprehensively, cumula-
tively as they are added to our energy sector? 

Mr. SPITZER. I hope this is not gratuitous, but I think govern-
ment at all levels has an obligation to continually revisit the cir-
cumstances which change over time. FERC has a serious mission 
and all five of us are very serious about the authority granted by 
Congress in 2005 in Section 215 of the Federal Power Act, which 
is why we are so zealous with regard to our space in terms of the 
reliability. 

Mr. GARDNER. Ms. LaFleur, would you take that same approach 
that you take on reliability to the cost that regulations have on en-
ergy production? 

Ms. LAFLEUR. Well, the point of my comment, I think, was that 
the only way to really assess reliability is at the local level. You 
know, my former Massachusetts fellow citizen in this body, Tip 
O’Neill, said all politics is local. I would say all reliability is local. 
So in order for a plant to decide whether to stay open, they can’t 
just look at MACT, they have to look at the transport rule and they 
have to look at the cost of retrofitting totally. I think that for a 
plant deciding whether to stay open, they should look at all the 
costs, whether some kind of macroanalysis of all the costs would be 
meaningful across the country, I think you would get the same 
kind of modeling issues that we have for all the macroanalyses that 
go from, you know, 30 to 80 of how many retirements there would 
be because the costs will depend on what decisions people make 
how to comply. So I am not sure I think a big macro cost number 
is going to be meaningful but I think the individual units have to 
look at the costs. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman’s time has expired. I recognize 
Mr. Markey for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Chairman, thank you all for being here. How many of you 

believe that the threat of a cyber attack on the electric grid is the 
top threat to electric reliability in our country? Is that your belief, 
Mr. Wellinghoff? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I certainly believe that both cyber and phys-
ical security are major issues that we need to be concerned with 
respect to maintaining our electric grid. 

Mr. MARKEY. Is it at the top of your list of concerns? 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes. 
Mr. MARKEY. Are there any on the panel that do not have that 

at the top of their list of concerns? No. So you all have that. 
Well, I agree with you, and last year this committee unanimously 

passed the GRID Act, which was co-authored by myself and Mr. 
Upton, and that bill gave the FERC the authority to quickly issue 
grid security orders or rules if vulnerabilities have not been ade-
quately addressed through existing reliability standards or other 
industry efforts. Do you believe that giving FERC this authority 
would increase America’s ability to appropriately respond to 
threats and vulnerabilities facing our electric grid, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes, I do, Mr. Markey. 
Mr. MARKEY. Yes or no, each member. 
Mr. MOELLER. I have come around to support FERC having more 

authority. 
Mr. MARKEY. Thank you. 
Yes? 
Mr. SPITZER. Yes, Congressman. 
Mr. NORRIS. Yes. I would give you a little bit more if you would 

take it. 
Mr. MARKEY. Very briefly. 
Mr. NORRIS. OK. That is because the cyber attacks have orders 

of magnitude on reliability. It can wipe out a whole interconnect. 
We are talking about in this situation very localized reliability situ-
ations that we currently have the tools to deal with but we need 
the tool you are talking about to deal with cybersecurity. 

Mr. MARKEY. And the FERC needs that authority. Do you all 
agree with that? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes. 
Mr. MARKEY. OK, yes. 
Ms. LAFLEUR. Yes, I do. 
Mr. MARKEY. Based on what industry has done thus far, do you 

think that industry is likely to quick move, Mr. Chairman, to take 
all necessary steps to secure itself if FERC is not given the author-
ity contained in last year’s GRID Act? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Well, just to be a little fair to industry, they 
are setting up a group called the Transmission Forum and they are 
trying to move, but I don’t know how quickly they are going to be 
able to move independently on their own with a voluntary group. 

Mr. MARKEY. Do you think that the FERC has to have this au-
thority in order to make sure that the voluntary becomes real? 
They can work together but in the absence of FERC having that 
capacity to mandate a solution, do you think it will happen? 
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Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes, they can work together but I do think 
FERC should have this authority. 

Mr. MARKEY. Do you all agree with that? OK. Well, that is very 
important for us to hear because ultimately it is just not enough 
in the absence of the FERC having that authority. 

Is there a reason to believe that we will be able to solve this 
problem in the absence of legislation passing, Mr. Wellinghoff? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I don’t see a solution in the absence of legisla-
tion. 

Mr. MARKEY. That is very, very helpful to us, so let us just hope 
that this year we can pass that legislation and then get it passed 
through the Senate as well, giving that authority. 

Now, the argument here today is that we have some kind of ten-
sion here between the air quality and air conditioning, and we have 
to pick one or the other in our country, but let us focus here on 
the fact that there are already 13 States—Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Illinois, Massachusetts, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Montana, New York, Oregon, Utah and Wisconsin—who have al-
ready required their coal-fired plants to remove as much or more 
of their mercury emissions as has been proposed at the federal 
level by the EPA and about 70 percent of coal-fired boilers that 
submitted data to EPA already meet the standards for particulate 
matter and hydrochloric acid. So it seems that this is possible. In 
fact, one example, Illinois receives 46 percent of its electricity from 
its 31 coal-fired power plants and has also reduced its mercury 
emissions by 90 percent, a level more stringent than EPA’s pro-
posal. 

Chairman Wellinghoff, have there been any reliability problems 
in Illinois due to their efforts to take the poison out of the air? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. To my knowledge, there have not been, and 
I assume that is because the planning authority that encompasses 
Illinois has taken this into account when they have done planning. 

Mr. MARKEY. Thank you. Now, Massachusetts required an 85 
percent reduction in mercury emissions in 2008, a level that is also 
more stringent than EPA’s proposal. Were utilities in Massachu-
setts able to keep the lights on even thought this standard was 
being met, Commissioner LaFleur? 

Ms. LAFLEUR. Yes, they were, and there is an example in Massa-
chusetts of a plant that they are planning to close right now 
through gradual planning and transmission reinforcement just a 
kind of replacement for old plants that we are talking about. 

Mr. MARKEY. The technology is there—— 
Ms. LAFLEUR. Yes. 
Mr. MARKEY [continuing]. In an affordable way. Health gets pro-

tected. Air conditioning gets protected. All we have here are a cer-
tain small number of utilities that are in a sit-down strike against 
technological progress. We should just continue to keep that in 
mind. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman, Mr. Wal-

den from Oregon. 
Mr. WALDEN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I want to 

follow up on what my colleague and friend from Massachusetts was 
talking about because he referenced Oregon, and in the case of the 
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lone coal plant in Oregon, the cost to ratepayers was going to be 
roughly $520 million, so instead they are closing down that plant 
over a 10-year frame and will replace it with either two natural gas 
plants or some other alternative. So when they were trying to ad-
dress the SOx, NOx, and mercury issues, the cost to ratepayers 
was so high to meet these requirements that instead they are going 
to close that plant, which really raises the question about reli-
ability. And Section 215 of the Federal Power Act permits FERC 
to direct NERC to conduct periodic assessments of the reliability 
and adequacy of the bulk power system in North America. 

And I think what we are trying to get at here, at least I am, is 
just as we make policy and watch policy being made, do we have 
a good basis of information upon which to make our decisions, and 
it strikes me that in the EPA’s own rule on whatever page this is, 
25,054, it says it is EPA’s understanding that FERC and DOE will 
work with entities whose responsibility it is to ensure an afford-
able, reliable supply of electricity including State PUCs, RTOs, the 
NERC to share information and encourage them to begin planning 
for compliance and reliability as early as possible this effort to 
identify and respond to any projected local and regional reliability 
concerns will inform decisions about the timing of the retirements 
and other compliance strategies to ensure energy reliability, which 
is what we all want. 

Now, Mr. Wellinghoff, so in this initial look at the potential re-
tirement of coal-fired generation, its effect on system reliability 
preliminary results, it talks in here on page 29 of this handout, 
which I am sure you are familiar with, that the industry must be 
directed to openly assess the reliability and adequacy impacts of re-
tirement of at-risk units. Such studies should include frequently re-
sponse, voltage profile, bulk power loading, stability loss, load prob-
ability calculations, deliverability of resources through planning 
studies. 

My question is, given what Mr. Barton just asked about whether 
FERC had the authority to request the information it needs and 
wants from the regional transmission organizations, in fact, in the 
FERC staff presentation, which I think you referred to as irrele-
vant, there is this slide I just referenced which talks specifically 
about this information. Have you solicited that information? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I want to make very clear that I didn’t sug-
gest, Congressman, that the FERC staff presentation was irrele-
vant. What I said was irrelevant was the 80-gigawatt number 
would be irrelevant for planning purposes. Let us make it very 
clear. For planning purposes, what that number is again is a back- 
of-the-envelope number for the purpose of starting a dialog with 
EPA as to how EPA can interact with the planning authorities and 
those planning authorities can ultimately continue to do the work 
that they have done and will continue to do to ensure that we have 
a reliable system in the country. 

With respect to all those parameters that you referenced in that 
particular presentation, those planning authorities in fact have 
been directed by FERC to engage in those activities under Order 
890 and under Order 1000. So we specifically with respect to those 
orders ensure that the planning authorities—— 

Mr. WALDEN. Related to those EPA rules specifically? 
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Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes. In fact, in Order 1000, we very specifi-
cally say that they must consider both federal and State public 
policies which would include the EPA rules. So yes, we absolutely 
have done that in Order 1000. 

Mr. WALDEN. So you have asked for information, all these points 
related to these rules? 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. We haven’t asked for information. We have 
directed them to in fact incorporate that information into their 
planning processes to ultimately conduct their planning processes 
that in fact when they conduct those planning processes take ac-
count for things like the EPA rules. 

Mr. WALDEN. Right. So let me try and understand this. So I 
would think FERC would play a more direct role in this. 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. We don’t do central planning, and we don’t do 
planning. It is not our function. You haven’t given us that function. 
We are not planners. The planners are—— 

Mr. WALDEN. So—— 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF [continuing]. The specific regional planning 

authorities—— 
Mr. WALDEN. So what was the purpose of this preliminary re-

port? 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. The purpose of the preliminary report was to 

start the dialog with EPA with respect to informing them of the 
planning activities that the planners conduct and ensure that the 
planning activity was one that could be well informed by—— 

Mr. WALDEN. So what has happened—— 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF [continuing]. The EPA rules. 
Mr. WALDEN [continuing]. Since then? 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. What has happened since—— 
Mr. WALDEN. Why would—— 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. We are continuing the dialog with EPA. What 

has happened is that we are directing EPA to in fact interface di-
rectly with the planning authorities like PJM, like ERCOT and 
others, and to provide them all the data that EPA has to help those 
planning authorities have an adequate handle on what they need 
to do to do their job to ensure reliability in this country. 

Mr. WALDEN. But I thought your testimony said you basically 
stopped that effort in May. 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. We haven’t stopped the effort of talking to 
EPA, no. 

Mr. WALDEN. All right. My time has expired, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I think everyone has had the opportunity to ask 

questions, and I want to thank the commissioners for taking time 
to be with us this morning. I know it has been a rather lengthy 
session, and the next time you come we will try to be a little 
more—— 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Chairman? 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Yes. 
Mr. RUSH. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that, and I wanted to 

say this in the presence of the commissioners here, that this sub-
committee should hold a hearing on the Cross-State Air Pollution 
Rule specifically. We have not done so yet, and I believe that the 
conversation that we have heard today really merits such a hearing 
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and I would just ask on the record that we do conduct a hearing 
on the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Well, thank you very much. 
Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Chairman? 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Yes? 
Mr. WALDEN. Can I just—because I have got a conflict going on 

here on an answer. Can I ask just—— 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Sure. 
Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Wellinghoff, in your submission back to the 

subcommittee on a question that was asked about continuing com-
munications, your answer, and I am quoting here, is ‘‘Other than 
the discussion between Assistant Administrator McCarthy and I on 
August 26th, which was described in supplemental responses to the 
committee’s May 9th information request, communications between 
FERC staff and EPA staff have not been ongoing.’’ That is your an-
swer to our question. Now, that is—— 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Not ongoing, that is true, but that doesn’t 
mean they are not continuing. I mean—— 

Mr. WALDEN. Oh, I have to get a Webster’s out. 
Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Since that period of time that we discussed 

there, there was no—nothing happened there in that particular pe-
riod of time. I had a conversation with Lisa Jackson yesterday. I 
mean, we continue to have discussions all the time. 

Mr. WALDEN. OK. So I have to look up ongoing versus con-
tinuing. I am confused. I understand based on your written answer 
here that the staff have not been going, conversations have not 
been ongoing, communication between FERC staff and EPA staff 
have not been ongoing is your written response here. 

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Congressman, perhaps that was a poor choice 
of words. It meant during that—in that interim period of time, 
there were no other meetings. That is simply all that meant. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I am also going to enter into the record without 
any objections a statement from the North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation who wanted to testify but they were unable to 
do so, so they submitted their testimony for the record. 

[The information follows:] 
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September 13, 2011 

Honorable Fred Upton, Chair 
Energy and Commerce Committee 

U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairmen: 

Honorable Ed Whitfield, Chair 
Subconnmittee on Energy and Air Quality 
Energy and Commerce Committee 

U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

At your request, I am submitting the enclosed statement for the record for the Subcommittee 
on Energy and Power's hearing on "The American Energy Initiative" on Wednesday, September 14, 

2011, at 9:00 a.m. The hearing's focus is on the impacts of the Environmental Protection Agency's new 
and proposed power sector regulations on electric reliability. 

On April 7 of this year, I testified before this Subcommittee on NERC's October 2010 report 
titled, 2010 Special Reliability Scenario Assessment: Resource Adequacy Impacts of Potential U.s. 
Environmental Regulations. The focus of this October 2010 report was to quantify the potential 
impacts of pending EPA regulations on future electric supply adequacy and identify considerations 
needed to maintain bulk power system reliability. My testimony addressed key findings of this 
assessment with respect to bulk power system reliability. 

Through the study's integrated impact analysis, NERC assessed the cumulative effects of 
multiple regulations on electric power generation, Because more than one regulation may apply to any 

given power plant, the integrated analysis enabled NERC to complete an economic assessment to 

measure the potential effects of complying with these regulations, specifically identifying the effect 
unit retirements and de-rates may have on peak reserve margins in regions around the country. This 

cumulative impact analysis conforms to the integrated planning methods the industry performs for 

capacity planning--bulk power system facility owners must address investments to comply with all 

regulations rather than each regulation in isolation. By determining the aggregate impact of the 

mUltiple applicable regulations, the industry can identify economically vulnerable units, make decisions 

on potential retirements and retrofits, and ultimately acquire additional capacity resources to maintain 

reliability. 

3353 Peachtree Road NE 
Suite 600, North Tower 

Atlanta, GA 30n6 
404-446-2560 I www.nerc.com 
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To complete this decision making process, the industry must be given enough time to 
effectively coordinate both retirement and retrofit decisions for existing generation, along with 
resource acquisition to offset retirements and unit de-rates. Each power plant in the United States has 
its own unique characteristics. Different areas of the country will be affected more than others; 
therefore, from a power system planning and wide-area reliability perspective, the geographic location 
of the most affected units must be well understood. I continue to believe that reliability impacts from 
EPA rules must be evaluated on a cumulative basis, for that is how the asset owners make their 
decisions on how to respond to the EPA initiatives. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this statement for the record. NERC stands ready to 
assist the subcommittee in this important inquiry. 

Respectfully, 

Gerry Cauley 
President and CEO 

cc: Hon. Henry Waxman 
Hon. Bobby Rush 



258 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00264 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
21

1

Statement for the Record 
Gerry Cauley, President and CEO of NERC 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

September 14, 2011 

Reference: 
NERC 2010 Special Reliability Scenario Assessment: 

Potential Resource Adequacy Impacts of U.S. Environmental Regulations 
http://www.nerc.com/files/EPA Scenario Final v2.pdf 
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NERC'S Mission and Reliability Assessments 

NERC's mission is to ensure the reliability of the bulk power system in North America 

and promote reliability excellence and accountability. Over the coming ten years, the North 

American electric industry will face a number of significant reliability issues, especially the 

unprecedented change in generating resource mix, but also implementation of stricter 

environmental regulations, deployment of a new model for customer interaction with their 

energy provider, and increased reliance on smarter grids while we work to secure the grid 

against growing cybersecurity concerns. Given the broad nature of these changes, government 

and industry action must be closely coordinated to ensure reliability. By assessing and analyzing 

historic, current and future conditions, as well as emerging issues affecting bulk power system 

reliability, NERC develops information vital to being a risk-informed organization and 

supporting a learning environment for industry to pursue improved reliability performance. 

NERC was founded in 1968 to develop voluntary standards for the owners and operators 

of the bulk power system."ln 2007, NERC was deSignated the Electric Reliability Organization 

(ERO) by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in accordance with Section 215 of 

the Federal Power Act, enacted by the Energy Policy Act of 2005. Following approval by FERC, 

reliability standards promulgated by NERC became mandatory across the bulk power system. 

Section 215(g) of the Federal Power Act requires the ERO to conduct periodic assessments of 

the reliability and adequacy of the bulk power system in North America. Section 802 of NERC's 

Rules of Procedure2 outlines the objectives and scope of the Reliability Assessment Program as 

1 The Bulk Power System is defined as generation and transmission of electricity greater than lOOkV, in contrast to 
the distribution of electricity to homes and businesses at lower voltages. 
2 http://www.nerc.com!page.php?cid=1%7C8%7C169. 

2 
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well as the parameters for Reliability Assessment Reports, including periodic assessments and 

special reliability assessments. 

The results of the periodic reliability assessments are documented in three regularly 

published reports: (1) the Long-Term Reliability Assessment ("LTRA") published each fall; (2) 

the annual summer assessment; and (3) the annual winter assessment. NERC's Reliability 

Assessments are conducted to provide an independent view of the reliability of the bulk power 

system, identifying trends, emerging issues, and potential concerns. NERC's projections are 

based on a bottom-up approach, collecting data and perspectives from grid operators, electric 

utilities, and other users, owners, and operators of the bulk power system, supplemented by 

independent analysis and reporting by NERC. 

Special Assessments are conducted on a regional, interregional, or interconnection-wide 

basis as conditions warrant, or as requested by NERC's board or governmental authorities. 

NERC reliability and technical experts also may initiate special assessments of key reliability 

issues and their impacts on the reliability of regions, sub regions, or an interconnection (or a 

portion thereof). 

2010 Special Reliability Scenario Assessment: Resource Adequacy Impacts of Potential U.S. 
Environmental Regulations 

The 2009 Long-Term Reliability Assessment noted environmental legislation and 

regulation as an emerging issue. Accordingly, the NERC Planning Committee' directed the 

Reliability Assessment Subcommittee to complete a special reliability assessment of this 

3 The NERC Planning Committee and Reliability Assessment Subcommittee are made up of U.S. and Canadian 
industry experts, engineers, and technical advisors with expertise in resource planning and environment 
regulations representing all sectors olthe electric power industry. 

3 
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regulation and legislation. In July 2010, NERC completed an assessment of the status and bulk 

power system reliability effects from integrating technologies to address potential climate 

change initiatives.4 In October 2010, NERC released a report titled, 2010 Special Reliability 

Scenario Assessment: Resource Adequacy Impacts of Potential U.S. Environmental Regulations. 

The focus of this special reliability assessment was to identify potential outcomes of 

pending and planned U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations and quantify 

potential effects on future resource adequacy (Le., reductions in Planning Reserve Margins). 

Additionally, the report was intended to inform NERC's stakeholders, industry leaders, 

policymakers, regulators, and the pub lie so that sound and informed decisions can be made on 

resource requirements. 

This special assessment reviewed the potential effects of four pending and planned EPA 

regulations on resource adequacy, based on information and expectations as of the end of 

October 2010. The four regulations studied individually and in aggregate were: 

Clean Water Act - Section 316(b), Cooling Water Intake Structures--Assumed the 

retrofit of open-loop cooling systems to closed-loop cooling (addition of cooling towers 

was assumed in our modeling analysis) and all nuclear plants made the upgrades. 

Clean Air Act - Section 112, Utility Air Toxics-- Title I of the Clean Air Act - National 

Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP), or Maximum Achievable 

Control Technology (MACT) Standards; Requires coal-fired plants to reduce their 

emissions of air toxies, including mercury and acid gases. 

4 Reliability Assessment of Climate Change Initiatives: Technology Assessment and Scenario Development, 
http://www.nerc.comjfiles!RICCI_201O.pdf, July 2010. 

4 
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Clean Air Transport Rule (CATR)--Regulates emissions of S02 and NOx in Midwestern 

and Southern states to reduce long-range transport of pollutants contributing to 

ground-level ozone and fine particle non-attainment issues in downwind states. 

Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR)--CCR would regulate coal-fired power plants currently 

disposing of more than 130 million tons per year of coal-ash and solid byproducts. 

Planning bulk power system resources requires an integrated view, one that addresses the 

cumulative effects of multiple factors that drive decisions. It is for this reason that NERC 

assessed the aggregate impacts potentially resulting from water, air and hazardous waste 

regulations. 

Conduct of the Study 

The design for the study is important to understand-the assessment results are a 

snapshot of the future based on sound and transparent engineering and other assumptions 

where uncertainty exists. The assessment relied on two separate scenario cases (Moderate and 

Strict) for each rule to provide sensitivities to the assumptions used. The Moderate Case 

assumes the compliance costs as identified in Appendix I: Assessment Methods and Appendix 1/: 

Environmental Regulations. The Strict Case scenarios reflect the coupled effects of higher 

compliance costs with more stringent requirements for the proposed rules (Le., stricter 

emission standards and exclusion of government extensions). As the EPA rules were not all yet 

final, the Moderate Case and the Strict Case provided sensitivities based on expert judgment 

and reasonable assumptions to provide information as to the difference in possible outcomes 

from the potential EPA rules. Further, we assessed each regulation individually and in 

combination to determine the cumulative effects on resource plans. NERC then calculated the 

5 
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amount of capacity reductions due to accelerated unit retirements and increased station load 

needed to power additional environmental controls for the years 2013, 2015, and 2018, based 

on demand and generation projects from NERCs 2009 Long-Term Reliability Assessment. 

2010 Study Results 

The results of the special assessment can be summarized in three key considerations: 

timing, tools and coordination: 

The timing of industry's obligations for compliance with environmental regulations is 

the most important consideration. The pace and stringency of these environmental 

regulations should take into consideration the overall cumulative risk to the bulk power 

system. Reliability will be a function of the timing associated with regulatory compliance 

deadlines. The industry needs both time and certainty to act and make informed 

decisions. 

• NERC identified a number of tools the industry and regulators have for mitigating 

potential reliability impacts resulting from compliance with the environmental 

regulations assessed in this report. Advancing in-service dates of future generation and 

implementing more demand response and energy efficiency, as examples, could help 

alleviate projected capacity losses in severely affected areas. Where organized energy 

markets exist, price signaling for new resources requirements will be especially 

important to replace potentially lost capacity in a timely manner. EPA, FERC, the U.S. 

Department of Energy (DOE) and state utility regulators, both together and separately, 

should employ the array of tools at their disposal to moderate reliability impacts, 

including, granting extensions to install emission controls where warranted. 

6 
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Industry coordination will be vital to ensure retrofits are completed in a way that does 

not diminish reliability. Statutory and regulatory safeguards also allow the EPA, the 

President of the United States, and DOE to extend or waive compliance under certain 

circumstances. Increased coordination with state regulators will be required to ensure 

rules can be implemented effectively in order to maintain reliability. Coordinating an 

industry-wide environmental control retrofit effort creates considerable operational 

challenges to manage the maintenance schedules of what may be hundreds of retrofits 

in a short period of time. It will require careful coordinated planning, carried out by the 

operators throughout the interconnections. 

More specifically, the results and key findings of the October 2010 report are as follows: 

• EPA Regulations May Have Significant Impacts on Planning Reserve Margins 

For the Strict Case, up to a 78 GW reduction of coal, oil, and gas-fired generation 

capacity is identified as economically vulnerable during the ten-year period of 

this scenario. For the Moderate Case, this reduction occurs in 2018; while in the 

Strict Case, similar reductions occur in 2015. 

• Due to increased demand growth, this reduction in capacity significantly affects 

projected Planning Reserve Margins for a majority of the NERC Regions and sub 

regions. Potentially significant reductions in capacity within a five-year period 

require heightened need for the addition of resources in a short time-period. 

• Overall, impacts on Planning Reserve Margins and the need for more resources is 

a function of the pace of the proposed EPA rules. 

7 
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Regional Capacity Impacts Will Vary 

• Capacity reductions are concentrated in six NERC regions: TRE, MRO, NPCC, RFC, 

SERC and southern WECC. I have attached a map showing the boundaries of the 

NERC regions to my testimony. 

Individually, as modeled, the Section 316(b) Cooling Water Intake Structures Rule 

Would Have the Greatest Potential Impact on Planning Reserve Margins 

• This rule will apply to 252 GW (1,201 units) of coal, oil steam, and gas steam 

generating units across the United States, as well as approximately 60 GW of 

nuclear capacity (approximately a third of all resources in the United States). We 

assumed all nuclear plants would remain on line in this assessment, though the 

Oyster Creek nuclear power plant has since announced retirement in 2019. 

• As modeled the Maximum Achievable Control Technology Standards (MACT), Clean 

Air Transport Rule (CATR), and the Coal Combustion Rule CCR Rules Also Contributed 

to Reductions in Capacity 

The "hard-stop" 2015 compliance deadline applicable to the EPA Utility MACTs 

Rule makes retrofit timing a significant issue and potentially problematic. The 

increased demand for contractors, materials, and engineering expertise needed 

to install environmental controls could potentially impede the industry's ability 

to comply with the rules within the given timeframe. 

• The CATR could have impacts as soon as 2013 with more significant impacts by 

2015. 

5 If EPA finalizes the utility MAO rule in November 2011 as currently planned, compliance would be required by 
November 2014 under Section 112 of the CAA. 

8 
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Individually, the CCR Rule is projected to drive the least amount of economically 

vulnerable units. However, the associated compliance costs of CCR contribute to 

the cumulative effects shown in the Combined EPA Regulation Scenario. 

Study Outreach 

As part of developing and "vetting" the assumptions used in the 2010 assessment, NERC 

gathered input from many sources, including the users, owners and operators of the bulk 

power system. In addition, NERC also reached out to regulators and policymakers to 

incorporate additional insights. 

NERC and EPA air office staff held discussions on NERC's study beginning five months 

before the report's release. These contacts included NERC sharing early versions of this special 

reliability assessment with an EPA staff member focused on the air regulations (MACT and then 

CATR), discussions and input from an EPA air office staff member on NERC's assumptions and 

conclusions, and a meeting with EPA staff prior to the release of the report. After the Cross 

State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPRj rule was finalized, EPA air office staff contacted us to explain 

the final EPA rules on clean air transport. These discussions focused solely on NERC's draft 

assessment and on the final CSAPR rule after it was issued in July. NERC was not, throughout all 

these discussions, requested to review or provide input into EPA work related to its regulations. 

FERC's Office of Electric Reliability (OERj staff received draft versions of NERC's special reliability 

assessment both as participants in NERC's Reliability Assessment Subcommittee and also on the 

Planning and Operating Committees. 

9 
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Next Steps 

NERC issued the 2010 Special Reliability Scenario Assessment: Resource Adequacy Impacts 

of Potential u.s. Environmental Regulations in October of 2010. EPA since has issued proposed 

rules for Utility MACT (now proposed as the Air Toxics Standards for Utilities) and 316(b) 

(impingement and entrainment of aquatic organisms), and the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 

(CSAPR). One of the recommendations in NERC's October 2010 Special Reliability Assessment 

was for NERC to monitor the EPA regulations studied in that assessment as greater certainty 

emerges around industry obligations, technologies, timelines, and targets. This ongoing 

assessment will include impacts to operating reliability and second tier impacts (e.g., 

deliverability, stability, localized issues, outage scheduling, operating procedures, and industry 

coordination) with respect to forthcoming EPA regulations. 

Based on events that have occurred since the October Assessment was released, NERC 

has decided to complete an incremental study, comparing the results from modeling based on 

updated assumptions and information provided by industry for inclusion in NERC's 2011 Long­

Term Reliability Assessment to be released in early November. 

Conclusion 

NERC continues to believe that if EPA and industry take the actions recommended in its 

October 2010 Assessment, the potential reliability implications of these regulations can be 

managed. Without attention to these matters, we remain concerned about potential reliability 

implications resulting from reduced reserve margins in certain areas in the United States, 

constricted timelines for compliance, transmission and operational issues, and the overall 

uncertainty that exists today on responsibilities and expectations for the electric power 

10 
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industry. NERC continues to believe that reliability impacts from EPA rules must be evaluated 

on a cumulative basis, for that is how the asset owners make their decisions on how to respond 

to the EPA initiatives. We look forward to working with EPA and the industry to continue a 

dialogue on reliability as these proposed rules are considered. 

Thank you for your interest in NERC's findings and your attention to bulk power system 

reliability. 

11 
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NERC Background 

NERC assesses and reports on the reliability and adequacy of the North American bulk 

power system divided into the eight Regional Areas shown on the map below. The users, 

owners, and operators of the bulk power system within these areas account for virtually all the 

electricity supplied in the United States, Canada, and a portion of Baja California Norte, Mexico. 

NERC is currently headquartered in Atlanta with additional offices in Washington, DC. 

Texas Reliability Entity florida Reliability Northeast Power 
Coordinating Courci! Coo~dinating COlJrlCill 

Inc. 

RFC SERC spp WECC 
ReliabilltyFirst SERe Reliability Southwest Power Western Electricity 
Corporation Corporation Pool, Incorporated Coordinating Council 

Note: The highlighted area between spp and SERCdenotesQverlapping regional area 
boundaries. For example, some load-serving entities participate in one region and their 
associated transmission owner/operators in another. 

12 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. And once again, thank you all very much for 
being with us. It is also a great privilege to have the entire Com-
mission here, and we look forward to continued dialog with you as 
we move forward, so thank you. 

At this time I would like to call up the second panel, The Honor-
able Jeff Davis, who is the Commissioner of the Missouri Public 
Service Commission; the Honorable Stan Wise, who is Commis-
sioner of the Georgia Public Service Commission; the Honorable 
Jon McKinney, Commissioner of West Virginia Public Service Com-
mission; and Mr. H.B. Doggett, the President and CEO of Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas; and then the Honorable Mark 
Shurtleff, Attorney General of Utah; Mr. John Hanger, President 
and CEO of Hanger Consulting; and Ms. Sue Tierney, Managing 
Principal of the Analysis Group. So if you all would take a seat. 

Well, thank you all for joining us this morning, and we appre-
ciate your patience. So I am going to call on each one of you to give 
an opening statement. You will have 5 minutes to do that, and Mr. 
Davis, we will recognize you first for your opening statement. 

STATEMENTS OF JEFF DAVIS, COMMISSIONER, MISSOURI 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION; STAN WISE, CHAIRMAN, 
GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION; JON W. MCKINNEY, 
COMMISSIONER, WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMIS-
SION; MARK L. SHURTLEFF, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF UTAH; 
H.B. DOGGETT, PRESIDENT AND CEO, ELECTRIC RELI-
ABILITY COUNCIL OF TEXAS; SUSAN F. TIERNEY, MANAGING 
PRINCIPAL, ANALYSIS GROUP; AND JOHN HANGER, PRESI-
DENT, HANGER CONSULTING, LLC 

STATEMENT OF JEFF DAVIS 

Mr. DAVIS. Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush and 
members of the committee, thank you for allowing me this oppor-
tunity to testify here today. As a Missouri Public Service Commis-
sioner, I am acutely aware of the potential impacts of EPA’s pend-
ing regulations because it is my job to set the rates on customer 
bills, and I applaud this committee for reviewing the impacts those 
regulations are going to have on our citizens and on our Nation’s 
economy. 

To summarize my testimony, I feel like my ratepayers are being 
attacked. Can we keep the lights on? Sure, we will do whatever it 
takes. That being said, it won’t be easy. Nobody knew there was 
a problem in Arizona or southern California last week until 1.5 
million Americans were left in the dark. Reliability is definitely 
going to be impacted because less generation equals less reliability. 

Also, replacing these old coal-fired units will cost more money. 
They will drive up rates because natural gas plants are still more 
expensive to operate than coal. Sure, we have got better than 20 
percent reserve margins in both the Southwestern Power Pool and 
MISO footprint but the law of supply and demand says decreased 
supply increases price and the cumulative effect of these regula-
tions will be to significantly reduce those reserve margins, the ca-
pacity, over the next decade by forcing the closure of many coal 
plants that are smaller than 300 megawatts as well as a significant 
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number of those coal plants between 300 and 500 megawatts of ca-
pacity. 

To put this in perspective, in Missouri, I have almost 600,000 
households, 1.5 million people approximately that make less 
$25,000 per year. That is according to the U.S. Census statistical 
abstract. I depend on these old coal plants to generate electricity 
almost every day for more than 2 million households. Why? Be-
cause they are still cheaper to operate and cheaper to dispatch 
than natural gas plants. Replacing them with renewables creates 
more of a reliability problem, and replacing them with gas will un-
doubtedly lead us back to the gas affordability crisis that we faced 
two or three times in the last decade. 

I submit to you that if you want the price of natural gas to go 
back up, all we have to do is have our utilities plan and build re-
sources based on the premise that natural gas will be cheap and 
plentiful for the next 10, 20 or 30 years, and that is where we are 
headed. 

From a transmission perspective, by forcing the closure of a coal 
plant or small clusters of coal plants, these regulations are going 
to create pockets on the grid that have an increased risk of reli-
ability issues because the grid was designed and built on the 
premise that those plants are going to be there providing voltage 
support to satisfy local load requirements throughout the country. 
I haven’t plotted out where these plants are on a map but I can 
assure you that the absence of these plants will change the flow 
of power on the grid and create reliability issues in some areas. 

Turning to the actual effect of the EPA regulations on my State, 
these costs are going to be a significant burden. We all like clean 
air but the people I have need jobs. For example, the scrubbers 
used to remove particulates and gases cost anywhere between $250 
million to $300 million per unit. We just spent $528.1 million to 
retrofit one coal plant to put scrubbers on. EPA has got more than 
a dozen regulations that are currently working their way through 
the pipeline. When you figure a 10 percent return on that invest-
ment, gross that number up for taxes and amortize the costs over 
30 years, it is ultimately going to cost my ratepayers approximately 
$1 billion. If you assume that utility has 1.2 million customers and 
divide the costs out on a per-customer basis, you are looking at 
close to $1,000 per customer over the next 30 years. It is that cost 
to a residential consumer as well as the impact it will have on 
small business and industry that I am concerned about. 

In Missouri this year already, we have an estimated 26 heat-re-
lated deaths this year. Eighteen are still pending a final deter-
mination. In some cases and in certainly past cases, there was evi-
dence that those customers actually had functioning air condi-
tioners, they just weren’t using them because in all likelihood they 
were afraid they couldn’t pay their bills. 

In all honesty and in conclusion, I am just not sure how much 
more of this help my ratepayers can afford. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Davis follows:] 
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Commissioner Jeff Davis 
Missouri Public Service Commission 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 

September 14, 2011 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Chairman Whitfield and members of the committee: 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to appear before this subcommittee. I have to 

preface my remarks by saying that I am hcre appearing on my own behalf and that my comments 

are solcly my opinions and should not be attributed to any other group I may be affiliated with. 

As a commissioner of the Missouri Public Service Commission and as Presidcnt ofthc 

Regional State Committee for the Southwest Power Pool, I am acutely aware of the potcntial 

impacts of the pending regulations currently being promulgated by the Environmental Protection 

Agency. Further, I appreciate and applaud this committee's review of the impacts those 

regulations will have on our citizcns, our states and our nation's economy. 

Essentially, we've been invited here today to answer two questions regarding the EPA's new 

and proposed power sector regulations: 

(l) Can we kcep the lights on? 

(2) How will these regulations impact utility ratepayers, commerce and industry? 

The answer to the first question is simple: Yes, we'll do whatever it takes to keep the lights 

on. 

That being said, it won't be easy and more people will bc unable to pay the costs to keep 

their lights on without outside assistance. Nobody knew there was a problem in Arizona, 

Southern California and Baja undcr the current system until 1.5 million Amcricans wcre left in 

the dark less than a week ago and reliability is dcfinitely going to be impacted. 
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The answer to the second question is more complex, but two points need to be made here: 

(1) Less generation equals less reliability; and 

(2) Replacing these coal-fired plants with a new type of gencration will create a whole 

new set of problems and risks. 

Right now, we've got better than 20% reserve margins in both the SPP and MISO 

footprint. The cumulative effect of these regulations will be to significantly reduce those reserve 

margins over the next decade by forcing the closure of almost every coal unit in the country 

that's below 300 MW of capacity as well as a significant number of units having between 300-

500 MW of capacity. There have been more than a half dozen studies done on the issue and each 

one estimates the cumulative effect to be a loss of anywhere between 10 and 70 OW of coal-fired 

generation. 

You also have to keep in mind that these are baseload plants - units that run more than 

1,500 hours a year. Replacing them with rencwables creates more of a reliability problem and 

replacing them with gas will undoubtedly lead us back to the affordability crisis we've faced two 

or three times in the last decade. As one creates greater demand for natural gas to be used to 

support the production of electricity, this increased demand will result in higher costs for natural 

gas to be used to heat our homes and businesses. This increased natural demand will increase the 

costs for domestic manufacturing processes. Such costs increases should not be incurred until 

other alternative approaches have been fully examined to explore options that could avoid these 

costs increases. 

There are also risks from a transmission perspective. By forcing the elosure of a coal 

plant or small cluster of coal plants, these regulations are going to create some pockets on the 

grid that have an increased risk of reliability issues because the grid was designed and built on 
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the premise that those plants are going to be there providing voltage support to satisfy local load 

requirements in respective systems throughout the eountry. I haven't taken the time to start 

plotting out where these plants are on the map, but you ean rest assured that the absence of those 

plants will change the flow of power on the grid and ere ate reliability issues in some of those 

areas. 

I want to leave you with one final story on this issue that's elose to home for me. In late 

January 2009, a massive ice storm swept through the Central United States and the Southeast 

destroying miles of high voltage transmission lines that many of our utilities depend on to serve 

their customers. A number of municipal utilities like Malden, Missouri, and Piggott, Arkansas, 

were able to quickly restore power using their old backup diesel generators. There are hundreds 

of these units throughout the Midwest, a lot of them date baek to the World War II era and in 

times of emergency like that iee storm or on peak days when the system's congested those 

generators have proven to be an invaluable resource. Now. one rule - the Hazardous Air 

Pollutant Rule for Compression Ignition Reciprocating Internal Combustion Engines (HAPS CI 

RICE) is forcing us to mothball all of those plants because they're eutting offthe funds used to 

maintain and repair the units because they don't have SCR or the necessary run-time to qualify. 

Turning to the actual effect of these EPA regulations themselves, I can tell you that if all 

of these regulations come to pass they are going to have a devastating effect on Missouri's 

economy and our people. 

Missouri has approximately 50 coal plants, totaling almost 13,000 MW of capacity. 

More than 80% of the electricity actually consumed in Missouri comes from coal. I need those 

plants to serve our native load, so we're married to coal for the next half century or longer 

whether you like it or not. 
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More importantly, the stable supply of energy supplied by those plants combined with 

sharp-penciled regulation has produced some of the lowest electric rates in the country. Those 

rates and the reliability of those plants have attracted a number of manufacturers to Missouri 

over the years and now those jobs are being threatened by rising rates. 

Fitch has estimated electric rates are going to rise 3-5% annually while wages are going to 

remain stagnate. Missouri will be especially hard hit because wc burn a higher percentage of 

coal than most other states. Those costs will significantly increase the burden on residential, 

commercial and industrial customers alike for three reasons: 

(I) You've got the cost of the physical equipment you have to install, the installation itself 

and the lost productivity from the plant during installation; 

(2) From an operational standpoint, EPA doesn't give utilities enough collective time to 

design the necessary plant changes, build the necessary infrastructure and implement all 

the new required changes from an operational standpoint without incurring tens or even 

hundreds of millions of dollars of additional costs on a per unit basis; and 

(3) The rules being promulgated by EPA are analyzed only on the basis of the effect that 

single rule will have and not their cumulative effect. When implementing those rules, 

utilities and manufacturers have to cope with more than a dozen major rules in the 

aggregate including a few that conflict with one another. 

For example, scrubbers used to remove particulates and gases cost anywhere between $250 -

$300 million per unit. In the most recent major rate case to come before the Missouri 

commission, we determined that the prudently incurred costs associated with adding scrubbers to 

a single plant - ONE plant to meet ONE regulation on ONE pollutant was $528.1 million. 
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When you figure a 10% return on investment equity, gross that number up for taxes and amortize 

the costs to ratepayers out over 30 years, it's ultimately going to cost the utility's ratepayers 

about $1 billion. If you assume the company has 1.2 million customers and divide those costs 

out on a per customer basis, you're looking at almost $1.000 per customer over the next 30 years. 

Adding these costs to small business in today's uncertain economy can have devastating impacts. 

Just the fear of these costs impacts business negatively as current decisions arc being made 

regarding a future uncertain time period when costs of doing business can be significantly 

higher. This uncertainty threatens to make current business decisions inappropriate in the future 

depending on which cost scenario materializes. 

To give you a little more perspective on that number, Missouri has almost 600,000 

households almost 1.5 million people - that don't make $25,000 a year as a household. 

They're having a hard enough time paying their bills already. They can't afford anything else. 

In Missouri, there have already bcen an estimated 26 heat-related deaths this year. 18 deaths 

are still pending a final determination. In some cases, there was evidence that the customers 

actually had functioning air conditioners, they just weren't using them becallse in all likelihood 

they were afraid they couldn't pay the bills as they needed their money to pay for food and 

shelter. These EPA rules aren't going to be able to help cllstomers who share that dilemma. 

If time permits, I'd like to share two more examples: 

First, another Missouri utility installed SCR at a plant that was originally estimated to cost 

$270 million. By the time it was installed, their final cost ballooned to more than $420 million 

due to the overtime they had to pay for a compressed work schedule and it being a seller's 

market in that they were out there competing with every other coal-burning utility in the United 

States for engineering and construction resources. You couldn't get fixed price contracts, 
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liquidated damages clauses or many ofthe standard consumer protections because the 

engineering firms would just say "we'll go work for somebody else." I was told that in at least 

one case the work was cven outsourced by thc U.S. firm to a foreign company. 

Second, EPA has issued two different sets of draft rules to regulate coal ash - known as Coal 

Combustion Residuals. One EPA rule would classify this as hazardous waste. Another classifies 

it as a special waste. This coal ash is currently used as a filler in concrete that builds evcrything 

from roads to buildings. If it is classified as a hazardous waste, as one rule holds, it could no 

longer be used for this purpose, thereby eliminating a $2 billion industry in the U.S. If it is 

c1assi lied as a special waste, more costly storage processes would be required. 

While those two rules conflict, EPA has drafted another rule the Electric Generating Unit 

Maximum Allowable Control Technology (EGU MACT or Mercury Rule) in which EPA 

sclected dry sorbent injection technology for mercury. Yes, this mcthod controls mercury 

emissions. However, using this technology rendcrs the ash unusable for a concrete additive 

because it incrcases the sodium level beyond that allowed by the cement industry's standards for 

cement. 

The cost of EPA rcgulations, in terms of direct costs to ratepayers, as well as the cost of 

attempting to comply with these rules under accelerated timelines, will exact a dear pricc paid by 

everyonc in this country who uscs electricity. Rates are going to rise, more people aren't going to 

bc able to pay their bills, more jobs are going to move ovcrseas and U.S. manufacturers are going 

to bc further disadvantaged. 

The timing of the implemcntation of any such EPA regulations should consider the time 

required to allow the US to develop the industry needed to support the construction, operation, 

and maintenance ofrclated facilities here in America. Without consideration of this objective, a 
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significant portion ofthese EPA regulation expenditures will go overseas and result in the loss of 

the opportunity to create these jobs here in the US. 

Six days ago, the president of this nation stood before this Congress and said these words: 

"We should have no more regulationlhan the health, safety and security of the American people 

require. Every rule should meet that common sense test." 

I commend the chairman and the subcommittee for holding this inquiry and I would 

encourage you to hold EPA accountable for their actions and to make sure their rules do, indeed, 

meet the "common sense test" to which the President referred. Again, I thank the committee and 

the chairman for the privilege of testifying before you today. I'm happy to answer any questions. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. Davis. 
Mr. Wise, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF STAN WISE 

Mr. WISE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Ranking Mem-
ber Rush. My name is Stan Wise. I am a publicly elected commis-
sioner of the Georgia Public Service Commission, and I currently 
serve as its chairman. 

As a utility regulator, I am responsible for ensuring that retail 
electricity customers in Georgia receive reasonably priced and reli-
able electric service, and like the rest of the United States econ-
omy, the economy of Georgia has suffered and our unemployment 
rates are above the national average. I worry that the cost and the 
reliability impacts of the new environmental rules will only further 
slow our recovery and cost jobs. 

During most of the last 10 years, Georgia was growing and we 
added 1.5 million new residents. Electricity generation increased by 
40 percent and job growth increased by 140,000. At the same time, 
Georgia has been active in addressing power plant emissions with 
significant reductions including mercury through the State rules 
with reasonable compliance schedules. The cost of these emission 
reductions are already borne by the citizens of the State of Georgia. 
Customers of Georgia Power see an environmental line item on 
their bills currently averaging over $7 a month for household cus-
tomers. 

My two principal concerns with this fleet of new regulations are 
this. First, I am concerned that there have been no comprehensive 
studies by the EPA to assess the impact of all of these rules on the 
price of electricity, on jobs, on the reliability of supply and the over-
all economy in our State. EPA only evaluates each rule in isolation, 
that is, the impact of one rule independent of all other regulatory 
actions. This is a very real issue for me because my Commission 
and Georgia utilities must consider the effect of all regulations in 
deciding how to comply cost-effectively while maintaining reli-
ability. The EPA has not looked at these regulations in a com-
prehensive manner. Independent groups have examined the rules 
and they report double-digit increases in electricity rates over the 
next 10 years, job losses in the Southeast in the hundreds of thou-
sands, and single-digit reserve margins. To me, the EPA’s approach 
in analyzing the impact of these rules appears to be shortsighted 
and simplistic. It just doesn’t make sense. 

My second concern with these fleet of regulations is the impact 
on reliability. How do they affect reliability? First, our reserve mar-
gins mentioned above in several studies represents actual assets 
that are available to provide electricity if demand increases or a 
plant fails. Without sufficient reserve margin, there is a highly in-
creased risk of outages and blackouts. The assessment of future re-
serve margin is a critical component of my Commission’s examina-
tion of future power needs and decisions on generation. This is key. 
The rules don’t provide sufficient time for an orderly, deliberate 
technology installation program as has been the case with past en-
vironmental rules, nor do they allow time for construction of re-
placement generation. 
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The emphasis on this point is, we just don’t know how much 
technology is required or the potential requirements. We don’t have 
sufficient time to install controls, do not have time to build new 
generation. This is what causes me and my colleagues great con-
cern on reliability. It is not a responsible approach to managing our 
energy supply. 

I have other issues discussed in my written testimony where util-
ities have been forced to guess at compliance strategies, and the 
EPA’s failure to engage State agencies such as mine in the develop-
ment of these new rules. I am concerned about both the power in-
dustry that I regulate and the Georgia customers that I am en-
trusted to protect. These environmental rules have large impacts 
and the EPA has not studied the cumulative impact of the rules 
aimed at air emissions, coal ash and water issues. This hearing is 
focused on reliability, and I am concerned that for my State where 
we have already proposed the retirement of 569 megawatts of coal 
capacity and deferring action on another 2,600 megawatts of coal 
capacity until these regulations are final. The impossibly short 
time frame for compliance is also a concern that affects electricity 
reliability, not to mention the downrange jobs and community im-
pacts associated with power plant retirement. 

Congress could aid in making this situation manageable by in-
sisting upon a comprehensive study, preferably by an agency other 
than the EPA, on the impacts of these rules and by providing more 
realistic time frames for compliance that would both increase reli-
ability and reduce cost. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Wise follows:] 
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Testimony of Stan Wise, 
Chairman ofthe Georgia Public Service Commission 

before the 

U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Hearing on Impacts of the Environmental Protection Agency's New and Proposed 
Power Sector Regulations on Electric Reliability 

September 14,2011 

Good Morning Mr. Chainnan, Ranking Member Waxman, and Members of the 
Committee. 

I am honored to be able to appear before this distinguished Committee today and 
present my testimony on this important subject. 

My name is Stan Wise. I am a publicly elected Commissioner of the Georgia Public 
Service Commission, and [currently serve as the Chairman of the Georgia Commission. In 
the past, I was honored to have served as President of the National Association of Regulatory 
Utility Commissioners (NARUC). As a utility regulator, I am responsible for ensuring that 
retail electricity customers in Georgia receive safe, reasonably priced, and reliable electric 
service. The State of Georgia has a deliberate, focused effort for resource planning for the 
electric sector. This process typically starts with the utility identifying needs for more 
generation, which my Commission certifies if the utility demonstrates it sufficiently. The 
utility returns to the Comm ission with a proposal to fill that need, and the Commission judges 
the prudency of their proposal. This is a robust effort and has served my state well. 

The southeastern United States, and particularly my home state of Georgia, has 
benefited from a vibrant, growing economy that depends on reliable and affordable 
electrieity. Recently though, the economy of Georgia has suffered with unemployment rates 
above the national average. I worry that the costs and reliability of new environmental rules 
will only further slow our recovery and cost jobs. The Georgia Chamber of Commerce in a 
recent letter to the Committee on Energy and Commerce (attached), expresses "our concerns 
with the anticipated negative economic consequences associated with the agency's [EPA] 
proposals." 

Georgia has also been particularly active in addressing environmental concerns, with 
utility emissions steadily declining, while the economy grew, along with more energy sales. 
Since 2000 utility and industrial sources of sulfur dioxide emissions in Georgia have 
decreased by 58% and nitrogen oxides by 67%. (EPA Clean Air Markets, Data and Maps, 
State Level Emissions Quick Report at 
http://camddataandmaps.epa.gov/gdm/index.cfin?fuseaction=emissions.wizard). During this 
same time period, Georgia added 1.5 million new residents (18.3% growth) and job growth 
increased slightly by 140,000 - in spite ofthe current recession (from household survey 
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data). Electricity generation in the state increased by 40%. Going forward, a state 
environmental rule mandates the installation of emissions control technologies on all of the 
mcdium and large-sized coal-fired power plants in Georgia by 2016. Due to this state rule, 
mercury emissions have decreased by an estimated 67% from 2000. Therefore utility 
emissions from Georgia power plants have significantly dropped and will continue to decline. 
The costs of these emission reductions are already bcing borne by the citizens of Georgia. 
The major utility in Georgia, Georgia Power, has invested over $3.7 billion in capital for 
environmental projects through 20 I O. (See attached Georgia Power statement at EPA MACT 
Public Hearing, Atlanta, GA, 5/26/2011.) Theses added controls have already increased costs 
in Georgia. Customers of Georgia Power see a line item on their bills for the environmental 
portion oftheir electricity costs, which is a little over $7 pcr month for the average customer. 

I am concerned that the current set of EPA rules facing the electric utility industry 
will cause reliability issues for the State of Georgia in addition to the whole United States. 
Currently, there are at least seven major regu latory actions that have been or are being 
developed by EPA that will affect the operation and viability of electric steam generating 
units in Georgia. They are: 

The Utility Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) Rule 
The Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) 
The Coal Combustion Residuals Rule, also known as the Coal Combustion Byproducts 
Rule 
Steam Effluent Guidelines for water discharges from ash ponds and scrubbers 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone, sulfur oxides, nitrogen 
dioxide, and particulate matter 
Cooling Water Intake Structure regulations. also known as the 316(b) Rule 
Regulation of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) from power plants 

In my tenure - over 15 years - of regulating the electric utility industry, I have never 
seen the number, the breadth, or the potential impact that this whole group of regulations will 
have on the industry and on my constituents, the people of Georgia. Although I am very 
concerned about the costs of these regulations and the rcsulting increased electricity prices on 
the citizens and businesscs of my state, today I would like to talk about the reliability of 
electric service. It is obvious in modern life that our manufacturing plants, transportation 
systems, banking and financial services, our hospitals and first-responders, and general 
commerce depend heavily on reliable and dependable electricity. Earlier this year, Georgia 
suffered a series of storms and tornados that produced widespread power outages, reminding 
us again how important electric service is to modern life. just like this region experienced 
with Hurricane Irene. I am proud that line crews from my home state were able to help get 
the power restored here in the District and in Virginia and Maryland. I think we can all agree 
that reliable, affordable electric service is a necessity of modern life. 

I have two concerns about the reliability impacts of the environmental regulations 
facing the electric utility industry regarding reliability: (1) No comprehensive study has been 
done by EPA to assess the combined impact of all of these rules on the price of electricity, on 
jobs, on the reliability of the electricity supply, and on the overall economy; and (2) these 
rules as proposed and finalized don't provide sufficient time for an orderly, deliberate 
technology installation program, as has been the case with past environmental rules. So we 
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don't know how much technology investment is required or the potential power plant 
retirements that could be caused by these rules - and causes me great concern from a 
reliability standpoint. This does not seem like a responsible approach to managing our 
nation's energy supply. 

On the first point, my concern is that I do not have enough information to make 
regulatory decisions for the utility industry and consumers in my state. As far as I know, the 
Environmental Protection Agency has not conductcd a detailed study ofthe entire set of rules 
that would estimate their impact on electricity prices, economic activity, number of jobs 
created or destroyed, and the reliability of electric service. I only am aware of EPA 
evaluations of each ofthese rules in isolation that is, the impact of the rule assessed 
independent of any other regulatory activity occurring either at the same time or close in 
time. One of my concerns is this piecemeal evaluation approach can easily miss the big 
picture, because my Commission and the utilities must consider the effect of all the 
regulations in deciding how to comply cost-effectively while minimizing reliability impacts. 
The utility must make decisions about whether to control emissions from a plant, or retire the 
plant and find alternate ways to supply electricity to their customers. To me, EPA's approach 
to analyzing the impact of these rules appears to be shOlt-sighted and simplistic. It just does 
not make sense. 

Apparently EPA has or intends to involve others in assessing these impacts. In the 
proposed Utility MACT rule published in the Federal Register on May J rd of this year, EPA 
wrote (on page 25054, emphasis added): 

In addition, EPA itself has already begun reaching out to key 
stakeholders including not only sources with direct compliance 
obligations, but also groups with responsibility to assure an 
affordable and reli.able supply of electricity including state 
Public Utility Commissions (PUC), Regional Transmission 
Organizations (RTOs), the National Electric Reliability Council 
(NEPC), the Federal Energy Pegulatory Commission (FERC), and DOE. 
EPA intends to continue these efforts during both the development 
and implementation of thi" proposed rule. 

I am not aware of any interaction between the Georgia Public Service Commission 
and EPA on these issues. We were not contacted during the development of the MACT 
proposal, and have not been contacted since then while EPA is developing the final MACT 
rule - which is promised to be signed on or before November 16,2011. 

On the other hand, there are studies that have been published that attempt to 
address the cumulative impact of these rules on the utility sector and the broader economy. 
National Economic Research Associates, Inc. has published a study which analyzes the 
impact of just two of these rules, the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule and the Utility MACT 
rule. (See http://www.amerieaspower.org/NERA CATR MACT 29.pdf). The conclusions 
of their work were that: 

• Average U.S. retail electricity prices in2016 would increase by about 12%, with 
regional increases as much as about 24% 
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• Net employment in the U.S. would be reduced by more than 1.4 million job-years 
over the 2013-2020 period, with sector losses outnumbering sector gains by more 
than 4 to I. 

Additionally, NERA estimates that coal plant retirements nationally would increase by 48 
GW for these two rules. (In contrast, EPA estimates only 10 GW of coal retirements for the 
Utility MACT rule.) 

Similarly, Southern Company, the parent company of Georgia Power, state in their 
comments on the MACT rule (see attached Southern Company press release, dated August 4, 
2011): 

The capital spending and fuel switching rcquired for compliance with EPA's 
proposed rules could increase electricity prices an additional 10 perccnt to 20 percent 
over the next 10 years for customers of Southern Company's subsidiaries. Southern 
Company's analysis of other studies by NERA Economic Consulting, Management 
Information Services and others indicatcs that electricity prices in the Southeast could 
increase 10 percent to 25 percent over the same I O-year period with job losses 
between 250,000 to 500,000. 

In their MACT comments 
(http://www.southerncompany.com/newsinews utility mact.aspx), Southern Company 
quotes a Bernstein Research study (Bernstein Research, Black Days Ahead for Coal: 
Implications of EPA Air Emissions Regulations for the Energy & Power Markets Mar. 19, 
2010) which found that: 

"regional capacity margins would be reduced by 7 to IS percentage points, to 4% in 
SERC [SERC Reliability Corporation, which includes Georgia] ... " 

These comments go on to say: 

Consistent with this research, based on EPA's rules, Georgia Power projects an 
extremely low reserve margin in 2015. 

These studies are the basis for my strong concern over reliability. Reserve margin 
represents actual assets that are available and able to provide electricity if demand 
increases or there is an equipment problem with operating generation. Without sufficient 
reserve margin, there is increased risk of outages and blackouts. 

For Georgia, the major utility in the state, Georgia Power, has said in a 10-Q 
quarterly tiling (see http://illvestoLsoutherncompany.com/secfilillg.cfm?filinglD=92122-11-
I 03&CIK=041 091, emphasis added): 

Georgia Power has completed a preliminary assessment of the EPA's proposed Utility 
Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT), water quality, and coal combustion 
byproduct rules. [ .. ) Although its analysis is preliminary, Georgia Power estimates that 
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the aggregate capital costs for compliance with these rules could range from $5 billion to 
$7 billion through 2020 if adopted as proposed. [ ... ] Georgia Power's preliminary 
analysis further indicates that the short timeframe for compliance with these rules 
could significantly impact electric system reliability and cause an increase in costs of 
materials and services. 

Therefore, the planning of the largest utility in my state estimates electricity price 
increases of 10-25%, the regional loss of jobs of between 250,000 and 500,000, and the 
significant potential for reliability impacts. I believe that before we rush into these rules 
Congress shou Id require EPA - or preferable some other body - to assess the impacts of the 
entire set of rules on reliability, and also look at jobs, prices, and the economy. 

My second concern with this set of rules - and with the Utility MACT in 
particular - is the unreasonably short time allowed for compliance, which requires 
planning, regulatory approvals, permits, and construction to address the rules. I am 
saying that sufficient time for a deliberate, orderly, and cost-effective compliance 
response is necessary. In fact, one utility in my state, Georgia Power, has set the industry 
standard for timely deployment of control technologies. Compression of the installation 
schedule expected by these rule is patently unrealistic, with higher energy prices and 
compromised energy reliability the likely consequence. Short timeframes for compliance 
cffectively limit control options. They also create a risk that some affected sources will 
be unable to comply and thus unable to operate for some period of time until they can 
comply. 

This is not a hypothetical issue for us. The Georgia Commission has recently 
received an Updated Integrated Resource Plan from Georgia Power that was prompted 
specifically to address the anticipated impacts of all of these new and future 
environmental requirements. (Sec attached public version of the Georgia Power IRP 
Executive Summary). In this updated plan, Georgia Power estimates that as many as 
2,000 MW will be unavailable in 2015, because they cannot be controlled in time to 
comply with these regulations. Even if they could, the combination of proposed and 
anticipated regulations make decision-making on controls difficult if not impossible in 
the absence of final rule. In this filing, Georgia Power has asked my Commission to 
approve the retirement of two coal plants, enter into purchased power agreements for 
over 1,500 megawatts in 2015 to ensure reliability, and to start working on baghouse 
filters for their large coal power plants in anticipation of the Utility MACT rules. It is 
rare for a utility to ask the Georgia Commission to start expending resources ahead of a 
final rule - and that action is directly due to the impossibly short time frame for Utility 
MACT compliance. 

Additionally this filing also lays out a demand side approach by the utility, 
where the company projects that Demand Side Management (DSM) and Energy 
Efficiency (EE) will reduce capacity requirements by approximately 2,600 MW over the 
next ten years. 
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With regard to the short compliance time for the MACT rule, EPA offers two 
solutions. The first is that the Clean Air Act allows a one year compliance extension for 
installation of technology, thus providing a possible four years for compliance. The one­
year is not automatically granted, and thus there is uncertainty about whether this 
extension will bc widely available. Utilities do not know if they will be granted the one­
year extension, contributing to the uncertainty in their planning. 

The second solution offered by EPA is that utilities should start acting now 
based on the proposed rule to achieve compliance with the final MACT rule by the 
required date. In the proposed rule (Fedcral Register, May 3, 2011, pagc 25056), EPA 
says (emphasis addcd): 

to achieve compliance in a timely fashion, EP]\ expects that 
sources wilJ begin promptl.y, based upon this proposed rule, to 
evaluate, select, and plan to implement, source-specific 
compliance options. 

While this may make some sense, and this is exactly what Georgia Power is 
requesting, thc problem that I see is that EPA has a history of making significant changes 
between proposcd and final rules. Two very recent examples illustratc the issuc well. In 
the first, the Industrial Boiler MACT was proposed by EPA on June 4, 20 I O. The 
Agency then published a final rule - under a court-ordered dcadline - on March 21, 2011. 
On May 16,201 I, EPA delayed the effective dates of these rules until sometime into the 
future. Obviously, if a source had started a capital project based on the proposed 
Industrial Boiler MACT Rule, it may have started too early - given thc uncertain final 
compliance date. They could also have been designing and constructing a control 
technology that could have been either over-designed or not adequate to meet the final 
standards. The "final" standards are still not yet final. EPA is reconsidering the rulc 
because (http://www.cpa.gov/airguality/combustion/docs/20 1105 16ncxtstcpfs.pdf): 

[ ..• J the public did not have sufficient opportu!1ity to comment on 
these chanqes, and, as a result, further public review and 
feedback is required to meet the legal obligations under the 
Clean Air Act. 

A second example is the recently finalizcd Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 
(CSAPR). The proposed rule, published August 2, 20 I 0, was followed by 3 additional 
requests for more information, resulting in a final rule published on August 8, 2011. 
From thc proposed rule to the final rule, there were very significant changes. For 
Georgia, the state lost substantial emissions allowances (thus making it harder for the 
statc to comply) and was also placed into a different group of states for trading sulfur 
dioxide emissions. The state of Texas was not included in the proposed rule, but was 
inserted into the final rule. Thus with the CSAPR, similar to the Industrial Boiler MACT, 
any actions taken by the utilities in Georgia based on the proposed rulc would have likely 
been inadequate due to the significantly stricter provisions in the final rule versus the 
proposed rule. To me, EPA's reliance on sources acting early on a proposed rule is 
misguided, given the history of wide changes from proposcd rules to final rules. As a 
regulator, I hold utilities to a standard of fiscal prudency. The Commission's cxpectation 
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for a utility to be able to recover their investments from their customers is they must be 
judged to have made prudent decisions on contemporaneously known information. The 
shifting sands of these rules make prudent early action impossible. 

One approach used by EPA to justify short compliance times for the CSAPR and 
the Utility MACT is the choice of a particular technology for controlling acid gases, 
including sulfur dioxidc. EPA assumes that 56 GW of coal-fired power plants will install 
dry sorbent injection (OSI) to meet part of the MACT standard. However, there is not a 
single power plant in EPA's database that met the MACT acid gas standards with this 
technology. OSI is a new and unproven technology that - in some cases - can rcduce 
acid gases and sulfur dioxide. This approach by EPA is something that the Agency has 
done prcviously. That is, they have chosen to model a simple, untested technology and 
then use it to justify low capital costs and quick compliance timelincs. In previous rules, 
EPA has pushed low NOx burners for nitrogen oxides, selective non-catalytic reduction 
systems for nitrogen oxides, activated carbon injection into existing electrostatic 
precipitators for mercury control, and now OSI for acid gas control. Each of these 
choices of technology by EPA has a common feature their models overestimate 
performance and underestimate cost. History has proven that these simple technologies 
are not the right choice: selective catalytic reduction systems are the technology of 
choice for nitrogen oxide control and activated carbon injection into baghouse filters for 
mercury control. It is likely that OSI will only be used in a small number of power 
plants, and both the actual costs and time required for compliance will be much greater 
than EPA's models suggest using this flawed technology choice. 

I would like to make one final comment on the Utility MACT in particular. 
understand that the new coal plant requirements in the MACT proposal are so stringent 
that no new coal plants will be built. It is a mistake to base our national energy policy on 
this one rule, and place self-imposed limits on our economy by failing to use wisely our 
most abundant and secure fuel. New coal plants must be very low in emissions, but need 
a practical emission standard that does not preclude their construction. I urge the 
Subcommittee to investigate this part of the MACT rule. The long-term sustainability of 
my state's - and the nation's economy will be much more difficult if we limit such a 
valuable fuel, only to see it shipped overseas for fuel in other countries. 

In summary, I am concerned about both the power industry that I regulate and the 
Georgia customers that I am entrusted to protect. These environmental rules have large 
impacts, and EPA has not studied the total impact of the rules affecting air emissions, 
coal ash, and water issues. This hearing is about reliability, and I am concerned about 
that for my state. Georgia Power has already proposed the retirement of 569 MW of coal 
capacity, and is deferring a decision on an additional 2,600 MW of coal capacity until the 
final form of all of these regulations is clearer. The impossibly short timeframes for 
compliance is also a concern that affects electricity reliability. The three years (plus the 
possibility of one year additional) for the Utility MACT and the five months from final 
rule to compliance for the CSAPR will surely have an impact on electricity supply and 
ultimately on reliability not to mention the down-range jobs and community impacts 
associated with these power plant retirements. 
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Congress could aid in making this situation manageable by insisting upon a 
comprehensive study - preferably by an agency other than EPA - on the impacts of these 
rules and by providing more realistic timeframes for compliance that would increase 
reliability and reduce costs. 

Attachments: 

• A. Georgia Chamber Letter re EPA.pdf 
• B. Georgia Power Utility MACT hearing statement.pdf 
• C. Southern Company MACT Press Release.pdf 
• D. Pages from 2015 Application 8_1_11 PUBLIC D1SCLOSUREJINAL.pdf 
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September 9, 2011 

The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Henry Waxman 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

GEORGIA CHAl'vtBER 

Dear Chairman Upton and Ranking Member Waxman: 

The Georgia Chamber of Commerce, on behalf of our nearly 3,000 members representing over one million employees 
across the state, would like to express our support for H.R. 2250/S.1392, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act of 2011, H.R. 
1705 Transparency in Regulatory Analysis of Impacts on the Nation (TRAIN) Act of 2011 and H.R. 2273 the Coal 
Residuals Reuse and Management Act. These proposed regulatory relief initiatives are paramount to improving the 
economic outlook for Georgia and the rest of the nation, 

The Chamber has maintained a strong interest in several rules proposed recently by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). We submitted formal comments and testified at a public meeting in recent months in an attempt to share our 
concerns with the anticipated negative economic consequences associated with the agency's proposals. Consistent with 
our position, we commend the President's recent acknowledgements of the need for "reducing regulatory burdens and 
regulatory uncertainty" in his move to delay the agency's new ozone standard. At this time of economic difficulty for 
businesses and families, government should be looking for ways to energize economic activity rather than squelch it 
though increased regulations. The enormous anticipated economic costs and job reductions associated with EPA's 
proposed rules accompanied by limited and questionable societal benefits make it imperative that Congress exercise its 
oversight responsibilities in these matters. These bills would help provide much needed analysis and input into the EPA's 
rulemaking process. 

President Obama's recognition of the potential economic damage of EPA's rules is directionally accurate. His recent 
action is an important first step in reducing the heavy-handed regulatory burdens proposed by EPA. If enacted, H.R. 
2250, H.R. 1705 and H.R. 2273 will offer additional much-needed relief for businesses and industries of all sizes. The late 
Georgia Senator, Paul Coverdell, frequently made the point that capital does not flow toward uncertainty. Businesses in 
Georgia and across the nation need regulatory certainty for planning purposes and the current suite of federal rules 
prevent that. We encourage your support of these bills to offer businesses greater confidence for investing capital to lift 
the collective economic future of this nation. 

We appreciate your attention to this important issue and your willingness to consider much-needed regulatory relief during 
these challenging economic times. 

Sincerely, 

, 1 /'~~ 
"-

Chris Clark 
President and CEO 

Oougcartl'!' 

2011 Chair 

chris clark 
President & lTD 

www.gachamber.com 

213 Peachtree Stro.:('t Nt. Suile :;000 Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1564 p!10f1C: 404.223.2264 rax: 404,;!21.229Q 
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cc: The Honorable Saxby Chambliss 
The Honorable Johnny Isakson 

The Honorable Jack Kingston 
The Honorable Sanford Bishop 
The Honorable Lynn Westmoreland 
The Honorable Hank Johnson 
The Honorable John Lewis 
The Honorable Tom Price 
The Honorable Rob Woodall 
The Honorable Austin Scott 
The Honorable Tom Graves 
The Honorable Paul Broun 
The Honorable Phil Gingrey 
The Honorable John Barrow 
The Honorable David Scott 
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u.s. EPA Public Hearing 
Atlanta, Georgia 

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants From Coal 
and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of 

Performance for Fossil-Fuel-Fired Electric Utility, Industrial­
Commercial-Institutional, and Small Industrial-Commercial­

Institutional Steam Generating Units 

Ron Shipman 
Vice President Environmental Affairs 

Georgia Power Company 

Oral Statement 
May 26, 2011 
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Thank you for holding this hearing today. My name is Ron Shipman, 

and I am the Vice President for Environmental Affairs at Georgia Power 

Company. Georgia Power is the largest operating company of the Southern 

Company, and is the largest electricity supplier in Georgia with over 2.3 

million customers. We are committed to providing reliable and affordable 

electricity to our customers, while protecting and preserving the 

environment. Through 2010, Georgia Power has invested over $3.7 billion 

dollars in environmental controls and estimates we may need to spend 

another $2.6 billion to comply with existing environmental rules over the 

next three years. 

The proposed Utility MACT rule will have a significant impact on our 

customers and the economy of Georgia. We own or operate up to 35 boilers 

affected by this rule. Those units supply 2/3 of all of the electricity 

produced by Georgia Power for its customers. We are concerned about 

many aspects of the proposed rule, but today I would like to focus on why 

the three-year MACT compliance timeline is unreasonable and could put the 

reliability and affordability of Georgia's electric generating system at risk. 

Based on our experience, this timeline is unworkable given the stringency of 

the proposed rule. 

Page 2 of 5 
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Georgia Power has installed scrubbers at 11 units, selective catalytic 

reduction systems at 8 coal-fired generating units, and fabric filter baghouses 

at 4 units. Under our current planned construction program, by 2016, we 

will have 19 units with scrubbers and 15 units with SCRs. When it comes to 

installing emissions controls, we have a wealth of experience. 

Our experience tells us that the installation of multiple controls at 

multiple facilities cannot occur in three years. Even if we are able to obtain 

a one year extension for some units, there is not enough time to design and 

construct all of the controls. Furthermore, our experience tells us, the more 

compressed the time schedule, the higher the impact on the feasibility and 

cost of the projects and greater the impact on electricity rates. 

Our technology experts believe that the proposed rule would require 

virtually every coal plant to operate scrubbers and most likely baghouses to 

meet the proposed emissions limits. Georgia Power is currently analyzing 

planning cases that involve construction of 8 to 12 additional baghouses on 

our largest units, in addition to the scrubbers that are already planned over 

the next 3 to 4 years. And this aggressive plan does not cover our entire 

fleet. Yet, we have concluded that even controlling this subset of our fleet 

cannot be done in 3 years, regardless of cost. Even if we are able to obtain 

a one year extension and looking at only this subset of our fleet, 

Page 3 of 5 
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compressing the work into a 4 year schedule will escalate the required cost 

significantly and unnecessarily, which will directly impact our customers. 

Plant Scherer near Macon, Georgia is a good example of what it can 

take to install multiple controls at a single facility. This plant is the largest 

coal-fired electricity producer in the United States. We are in the midst of 

an ambitious environmental retrofit program that will equip each of the 4 

units with SCRs, scrubbers, and baghouses, in addition to the existing 

electrostatic precipitators. Upon completion, this site will be one of the best 

controlled coal power plants in the country. 

The baghouses alone for the four Scherer units took approximately 5 

years from start to finish, including design, installation, and startup. The 

cost was $55SM. Retrofitting an existing facility that was not designed for 

the equipment presents unique challenges that put pressures on cost and 

schedule. As a simple example, at Plant Scherer, the Unit 3 baghouse had to 

be constructed nearly 1,200 feet from the electrostatic precipitator because 

there simply was not enough space to install the equipment any closer. To 

span that distance, the ductwork alone costs about $22,000 per foot, totaling 

tens of millions of dollars. With the addition of scrubbers and SCRs, the 

design, engineering, and construction program for all of the retrofit 

environmental controls at Scherer will take about 9 years. We are not taking 
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our time building these controls. This is a very aggressive schedule that 

involves nearly 2,000 workers, 60,000 tons of steel, and hits nearly every 

usable space onsite. Throughout all of this construction work, the plant also 

has to operate. Our experience tells us that to complete multiple control 

installations requires careful planning and execution and, importantly, time. 

Finally, our experience tells us that requiring an entire industry to 

install controls within a compressed time frame will result in material and 

labor shortages and dramatically escalating costs that EPA has not accounted 

for in its proposed rule. 

Georgia Power is committed to providing reliable and affordable 

electricity to our customers, while protecting and preserving the 

environment. We simply ask for reasonable requirements and the time to 

meet the requirements at a pace that does not cause undue harm to our 

customers or put the reliability of Georgia's electric system at risk. 

Thank you. 

Page 5 of5 
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Southern Company Files Comments on Proposed EPA Rule 

AU<J4,201~ 

AfLAN"I-f\. AliU. 4. 2011 fPANewsW'ire-i .. Southern Cmnpeny (NYSE: SO) !(,d!.W ,'\tlI'OUPCcJ 

ttlalrt has comph"tec a pr",i:nmary aS$eS$r::I~!nt of prnpcsed led",:',), r~gti!<!tIOns tor C()<~I·jir'?O 

power piad!) and de1vrillmed tna! the proposed rules would slgr.1frciln!ly unpa<:1 CI,stomer$ und 

(ho (l"Jl;lra:! U.S eGonom" as a result 01 111gncr costs lor Ol8Ch'city ~\'~d reclucod re!!i'.t:.I'ly 

Snut'lern Company's evalu<l:!ion of 110w 1M various te(}i:.>r';'1 regulatior'ls would ,mpact the 

company is mcludcd In tornml commenls being fileu tOd3Y w!lh !!W U.S. Emnmnnmntal 

Protc,('tion ,"'gency (EPA; D1~ t'le proposed Ut'lity MACT (Mro..XirHum Acniovablc C(J'ljrol 

rC'c.rlno~ogy) re!,:., which targt'ts ail' emiSSIons. 

Southern Cornp<'of'lY Ulility MACT Comments 

Blls«o on Its ctJnel:ll'lss~~isrncnt of I::.P/"s proPI)$(:d rul,l"S, SOIIHl(!n~ Co'np<;rf~ oJ)(:'rall'l9 

s:JDSI(l'Brk's would c~pec!IO' 

irs.t<lti new omisSions rl~dtlctlOn equlpm.:.r:! Dr. appro'<.lmill&fy 12,I)OC I'1Cg;)\IIi,ittS (MWJ of 

co<J1 firtH) g(if'walior., a(;counll!1~ tor af.lproll.im,>t!cly GO p!'lc.mt 01 tile coal ri~(>t. 

rellte rlppro!<imafely .1,000 MW c! coal-fired g,meration 

cJ'arig~; hJ(!1 for J,2()O MW or Illore 01 co,'\I- ,)nd oil,limd generatiOl"' to 01l1,:-r fuels stich as 

• mplace mot'C than 1,5UO MW oi :::o::li- <lm1 01' l:rcd {It'.'neralion wilh I~atura! niB r'led 

Thoso actions would result w ,1l?proxltnJtely ,10 pefcent of IrIG coal !icel b€H1i;l €'ll!·I,)r rulll(,{j or 

f'a!1~,;tioned to nalwal g.'Js 

SoulheHl Cmnn;:m/s aPdiYS1S jr:clir,al!:'t, i!lai tbrocigh 202{) t~l\) c,,!ullateu Cdp!tat co,,! bf the 

company's oPNntJr.{l st;bSidi.al'ICS to comply wlth thE' fuil rap!lf.' 01 proposao rt:les 1m coal- fi!l7'd 

gen€«ll'D'l .- ir'c!LJdirg ,H !.!I'rj'ssions, w,iter arid coa! aMi' - woula be b(!twe;;r~ $13 bdl,o'\ ),!~(j 

~1~ h:II,()r', 

~"tle c<'lpl:;)1 SP(~!1(!jn~J ;lr'd fuel ,>wlichlng lcqLired tor cornpiiar:c(; wi:h EflA's pfOrl()~,;d i'u!('S 

coule InCH~,~se l2ir.;cfnc1ty pncHS M1 at:lclitiono'.i! 10 pelc€,pt te 20 perc,ml over :hco. pc ... ! 1 {) years 

lor CV~I0!110!S of Southern COmpilrlY'S SUOSldiau,;.s SnllllnflY, Soutr~en: Compr:'l!1y"s (H'a.!ysis 01 

ol!:lJ( s:uG:es by N!:::RA Ecof1()ITIIC CO()~L!Iti:"1g, Managern~lIlt InformatIOn S(~rvlces al'(j other"­

indlctt[p:,,; :hat electriCity pIiC(;S in the SOlltheast cOllki It,crcus<.o 10 perceM to ;~5 reletl!"! ov€r 

\tie sarne lO·year P!.Hlod w,th jOb iOSSI:l$ betWGer~ 250,O{)0 to 500,I'l()O. 

~!::PA Ims ilfl il1lpo!iani and vAluable folc> il' Amer:cc," said Thor;l(1a A r:a:;t~II'G, St)LJth€'H~ 

Company c!m.irmat\ pn;'sldl?ni and CEO, "In th,zo pas!. OlJr If'dUS!f, has had u CQI1SI'lJ(:!,ve 

rebllonsnip wlill tile a9(mcy. However, these proposals (ire rni:!i()uici"d in ll"icir con1;}p.! :.~r:(j 

tirnin{) 

~We <,iI wailt 10 malnt<'di1 u cioan Clwill:>r:lTlept. 3P,j WIJ <iISCJ W'lnt a he;';;;!ly ec.ollon:y, w~~;ct1 

r,:'hes on re~i~lb!o electrlc!ty at costs thaI peop~f3 amI busil"'.esses Ctlf' aHara," fcmrHi1g ad(l(lj 

u'Thu pl0pCS0d Utliit',' MACl" r;JIl) ak1ll!.i Wi[l1 till; othor propClsed EPA rLlles w'i' :Il(€'~llorl 

1,,:!IBbd;ty and driv(> lip c~~;t:.;, We rTlLiS!';VOr: ... tow<~r(1 a rnom s€,pslble $OiUllO'1." 

t-<lr,r~!f!9 str:~s;;ed !ll1.t NCtl':>tllml;;rs N~d c(Hnmur.tli€'s Ir. tne South(;d:>1 ~'<I";) tl<;tJr' s!!\lygtll'lg Witt) 

tim \?conOI11lC ItlCf',ssion and ul1a(;ceptClbly nigh ur.ernployml~r!t rat,);' Pllil ullpmC<';dented and 

III l'Pl<::d lransfofnl<ilior 01 Hie naHon's ci<Jclricily ini1astructldT! Will only "llp()de Hw U.S 

economiC rccovl~ry, re(jtJc(' our abi1tfy io crco.!c jobS rind add 10 'h~ ccon(lrnl!.~ burdE'PS of our 

l:,'slorrl(,rs,~ 

Fannmg s<lld ltJe {;.Jmpany is ~PlQvldH'l9 EPA With til£> mtOimatiQf; Iney n,}cd to bHy dp.ckn,tand 

Inc wiiab.l!ty fist,S. c:conOlTIlC IInpClt.i and significant socl.;ll cons.)qlI8r.ces tne propo:,cd rull'S 
wdltmv(!" 

!-or ()">r:arnplo. r-('tf'nu"'q 'k'1l(j me !~f('~~·yf:l<H cO~lph;lr;c'" Ilmelrame )t ,Iw pfOPOS1Xj Ut,hiy t·.riAC' 

is mue!': tOG snort Based Or' Soulhern Cornpar.y's £xpener.{'c Inc i!lstailuk;n of ter.hr~o!oC!ICs 

lor r,;C'lIcinq stJlfw dio!<ide ern1ssior"ls h,:ve ra!l9E'd bctwe .. m 40 a!l(] 69 rn()nt~lS, ~nd p~Oi"CTS 10 

!'$pJace genGra\lor. have averaged lour 10 SI>: yesu; 

RdlJcltng C()f.:·(II'~d ~l~mell'lIICn to ;lrittlft.l! gas rn;,y als!) ta)(e f(.\~lr or rfI0;'€, y{;;lr~, SlllCC at m0'31 

Iccalion:; lr.t"H$i~lt:: ':i"jhJr~! gas plpe!'nes wIll nt:leC/ 10 De QxpClndt:d, SlgnihCu':t ch,W90S In 

gcneral:o;1 Jlsu will rs'piro sucslc:r.tml !rw~smiS$KIr. upgrnoes rc~jl),ril1!j 10119 lead tim:! 

tlapslr\is!;i(,I~ rll"l')j€'Ct~ 10 nmll",lajn rr~l;abj].ty. 'ThE' c-oxlre!"l'}(!ly r:ornprt~S;:€'d C(jr\strUCl;~r, and 

otJ!<'lge schodulos wil: t'loedIGSs.!y dri ..... @ lIJ,) costs an:! threaten p~hab:lity," said fanning "Th(' 

"or:,;cqUp.ncl;S d EPA's w,masor:<'!blt< flmCtah!B ,!fO ~19(1!hG;mI10 Oclf ClJ:.~lorn,Jr~' and Ol.ll 

11atiop " 
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:;lale Hnd local govcrntnC'nls. SpeCifically, countiES ..... here coal·fll·(>d gE'ller(1,;OrlIS re;lf(.<l 

wili (>'.Ipmiel',j(' ~~evere reductions ir lax reVElt~ues and property tax reCOlpts. 

"WhiIB SOI1l£.) may a.fgll~ that Jobs lClSi "~I coal·fime g,memtl;1Q pb.'~ts w'll tie rcplacc,d by jobs at 

natl)l"al"gns ked plar-is orby jobs Installing the lotrolits. the ;(:(1111/ 'S til:!! thor.; will be il 

S'Kl.s: . .<U~!:;)~ P3110SS 01 jobs. payroll and taxes." swd F;nr:ln\J . 

. iJ..,:;; a potenti::1.! ~m,uilor;, Far\r\lf\g $,;:Id an extension of the Uli!ity MAC: compli,;r\c~~ II!T~etl'ar""'e to 

<:)i 1p,<I~'! SIX y;:ars. !or ~lX:.Hllple. would Rd"'eve li~t' same ':;nvm::n"':c!"'t~1, l·t'SU::~ , e<l:,(' inf!atlor:ary 

j.)r~~s·.'·Jr()S, prelect reliablhly arld wdlu.:e the ;OJ:I 01 jobs 

As rulcs boccn1e ImaL Fanr.ing said Sc,)lhGrr~ Cornpary's operatrtlQ subsld:anes will worK witt: 

(:-:(.1:r ,;,j"fe pt:bh: ser"vlc.;o COI))llliss:ors a~'d thQlr ()(lVrmnne:'!ai I"cgIJlalolY ag~rKr('!J to a$";;Uf€ 

$1'""lCC 1990. ii'le SoutMrn Company system hO.s Hire~ldy :r.ye$~2d more than $8 bilho~l Ir 

()frnssiOI"":S r~duction equipmerL iho system's emissions 01 S\.lI1r.;r dio~idc \S()2i ar.d I1itr("!~,El'; 

o);ldes iNOx) have be,.)" reduced by 70 P(~o'CC!'t wili1e er!er9Y conSUIliPtlon has m.>€:n ~Q 

perc~r'j. 

WIth 4.4 m;!hon \;US:(.'il'~)'$ and mOl"~! Irlr1!l 42 .000 mf:.~<3warrs of ~e.r.(,'\'iing o.:apae::y, AUant~ 

b<l.f.ed SouU1Nn Comp<,wy rNYSE' SO) 15 the pr(!lnI0r cr'crgy company 5Ctvwg the Southeast 

/;. jvad;~g U.S. produce! 01 t)iectflcity. Southern Ccrn~any is the parent !irm Qf c!ectl;l; utlMres Ul 

tOl'r $~:'I!f'" twd a s;ro .... jlly competllllfC ~j€'r:m<lll()n compar:y. ;.l':\ , ... (:',1 as fiber "plies 8r1d WI,'C!CS5 

cC('"i'Il~~'iC,Jt;O!~'; compdf1:es. $outh(;!rn COrtlp:~ni br<ln(ls are kr.()wn fo! .;:,(;,~ller't ctls!orn;~r 

sen."'.:e. tllgh rcliabJhty cHl(J retail electnc pm:c~ [11&1 <lr(; l.'elow the :'<1liol"'<l1 ,;\'(':'"ge Southerp 

Corrlpa'-y W<iS 1"¥I~eO :~1f! World's r"losi Admirer:! Elf:t:tri-:: and G,':;3 dil!;ty t")y r:ortur,(! <na~FurrE' 

ii' :~[}11. a'~d :$ to"'3IS!0rd!y lis\ed a;n(lt1g the too U.S cim;!pc "wv!ce provide:", \I~ CU~}I~HnE~1 

80.:rsl".:;\;on by th(> American Cusicmcf Salls/acllen h~d(\"I(. VIS:t our ..... 'Jbs.j(' <11 

www sOtllherrco;n~a~ly.com. 

CtHltionary Note Regarding Forw.lrd~Loo"ing Statements 

CN!alrll1)furmation coMairlE'<,f if) (his reieaso 1$ fortl.'t!fl.1 {ooking mformatlQi! bflsc~'i Oil cllJ"rf'nl 

('xpecratiol/$ w'd pJrms rhat involve ds/(s and ur/coittlltllies F;)fward·it'olo.h!g i{lio!IWi/;(,:l 

includes, amolig otiler t;lIngs, s!"lemtmfs conctJming (,'I.."'()f)omic ft'CL1ve"l'Y. (,CO,!<HllIC grow!!) 

o""ironmentai rHguia/ions :.:JiI~1 esjl!nar~d expemMure-s. envlf(Jnment3i ccomphfU1ci, plan';. 

0~timiitt:' .. 1 cor15Ir<ici:or. <'m,1 alhe!" eXpi)('(Nilr<:~$. pl{,J()S i.~nd ~;S(I'm::.led cosh:; fe! new [.l~fIt.'ra;;"OI1, 

timmp ,10(} C(;mplt~tl()fl Cf COIl:3;rW'::iton <111,1 ulher proJ!:'ct!; ;md sources of ;IIm. S(l{l/Ik'm 

(.'Of>?;':M1I1Y ccW1;O!l$ Ifl{ii I!!ert~ arE' C6Itti/!l f.atWl~'lliwi ctl!1 C:1US(J ,J~tU{iJ fasu!!s io (iI!'~'r I"I1<1t{'(,a.'i): 

!rom tty] fO(l.';/w·(]·f!)OAing iniOl"m,,>fiOfJ /11:11 Ins b('en pmll!df.>t1. lil,' (eaaer is C(iuii~1f)(.':j 'It't !.') p,J! 

U!1{iUt' fi'i;al)ce on IhlS forW.1ld ionking ·nbrmaf.()n which is flO! a ~liJ<iki.lliee :;/ 1(/11.11(' 

f.}<:):h1mWPCt~ ,·::nS ':) :';UbF:Ci [O:J namb('r (.I; ~l)ce(I~1Intl!)S and o!ner f'K10r5. mally of Wn'e!l B(e 

oi.JI,";;I~t;! the tX!l1Irp! {:'I SOc,r!1",(I; Dl.lmp~lnV: .'JCcP(lJiI1O!Y. rh~'rt' com N:' ,l{' ,lS5ur"1Ij(X' mw SOdl 

S(.;Qges!~"<.1 f(~SiJf!s wiii I.~~~ !r$)l'lii:.:<!!d. f"f1e (oflo ..... ·l!Jg ::,/(~W/~:;. m m.1oir,,)r) Ii) tni..lSC (j;:'>c!JsseJ in 

Seallwm Ccmptiny'fl A.nnunl Rep()fl (..11 Form 10 i{ for If!e year ended iJocembt'f 37. ;:CIU, wi<1 

sUI',·Ci/I;Cot $t'Gur:!ios filings. could C'';i.lS~! ,OlD/1M! '/:::/;11118 (G rl"ter fHalen'aliy from m3n["fH:H)'~"rl! 

r)'peClaii,.ms as suggesled tJ? ~och "-m.w~rci iI.:CAiOP i!lfQ,maiil.")n· !tUJ I!))PliC! or f"CC{,'O! /.,,)(1 futurl:' 

f(J,Jel(.'! am:J S!:'.it~ regU!;:~i~)ry CI1<'l!l!J~). il"jCl.Jdmg k'Q1S!atll/f:.' .'HId r(.'=:"IIl/Me.ry If)i!I,1tlVf::S regar;:ting 

dt~(~~(J:!i['i!;on :~nd re:;!!"ucwrinQ Qf t/l(~ electr!c vtlilfY indus!."'!. ImpA~ll1entil!'()fl ~)! me Energy 

Ponry Ad of ;"YJO:l. (..'nt'iron!7lcn(allm'/B fr.ciui"!1IJ9 regu!~1tloll of walt~' ~"lInlJry coal coml.)lii>lil:!1 

L)yp:O~luctS, dnd erJlJsS[iJns oi sHiruI". mlrogt;!i. cari'OrJ, soot. ~)arlif'i..da:e ,mifh,r. htuardOIiS ,.11" 

pci!uwn/s. includmg mercury, and OIh~'r sobs/aflcas. tllh1!lCh<s.1 reform Iclg!daticUl. (:l.'lfj l,hw 

changf:.'s 'II ita and Ojher ! .. ~w'" .Wrllegu!ailons to w/1!cl1 Scullwrn Company <l!ld ils $'.it)sdJf:l!·i~'::1 

art' subject. ilS w:,l; as Ch,'ill?gOS ill ilppf,C<'i!!Oil cf eXistmg iiilf/S and rff~WI':i!Jur;B; C(llTcnt and 
faI1JrE'i;f!g;.lti(J1l mgulalorY!(ll-'/=',<:il9'Wu')S pfotx,edmf/s. 0'- mC/viM]s. ,-,,1YItl/mflD in dl.'man~"j for 

ef(!ctr:c;l)'. includmglhos(' r('i:Jling!o w,~a!hef. t!if.' QoOe!~l! O(;:)ll~)fJly and rpC1.lVt)fy from tho 

mcel")( ax(~,~s,on. populatfon and t)().);i"':H;;'; g"'W{i) Willi dec/min}. <'and Ow I.'if(~as of i;'l;}r,fl/ 

CO:";!'f!fVaiiCl!") Il'c")il.,>,/res: ,lI//,li:'ltJ/C sOlir!.'!:'$. ,J;ld c .. ·'sts 01 fuels' ('tfecls i)i IfIft,<;~;O!l: al;iUv to 

u.'f!!!o! costs Dn(; CO!.:; ClVcaiJns durmg !hl:.' dC:!f..'iopr!J(!rlr f)na con;;'~f[,cr;<")f11'f 10<;;1//1 ... ,,-;; f;dv:mces 

if' !m;!:noI09Y. $t,,;e dlla laderal ra;e ((:)9u!alicIl.5 and Ih(~ mm"c;~ Uf pt'nrlirH;; and fufurflld/U 

,,'fiSt'S iiOti fwgct,,,f;o/1:3. ;n~lu(fm9 r'7/0 ,",h~i'jc\ns r~hH''lg 10 f!Jill 811<.1 01/1<)( C,]S/ r!)cov/"JIV 

I7U;Cil:]ni:::ms: m:wiarory DP/J!iWt!i$ tmd DellOIl$ rl!ial(;(j Ie me COils/rue/Ion prOjeCI,,' Ifw arrpc! O! 

mdireCI eif(Jct or; SouOwm G~~mp.ar;y's iJi:SlfW3S resui/lIlg "<}(Il li'l(ori~:;r lfIcideni;:; 010(1 :1;(, 1'1:"0(11 
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Georgia Power Company's Application for 

Decertification of Plant Branch Units 1 & 2 
and Plant Mitchell Unit 4C, Application for 

Certification of the Power Purchase 

Agreements with BE Alabama LLC from the 

Tenaska Lindsay Hill Generating Station and 

with Southern Power Company from the 

Harris, West Georgia and Dahlberg Electric 

Generating Plants, and Updated Integrated 

Resource Plan 

Docket No. 34218 

August 4, 2011 
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PUBLIC DISCLOSURE 

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY'S APPLICATION FOR DECERTIFICATION OF 
PLANT BRANCH UNITS 1 & 2 AND PLANT MITCHELL UNIT 4C, APPLICATION 

FOR CERTIFICATION OF THE POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENTS WITH BE 
ALABAMA LLC FROM THE TENASKA LINDSAY HILL GENERATING STATION 

AND WITH SOUTHERN POWER COMPANY FROM THE HARRIS, WEST GEORGIA 
AND DAHLBERG ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANTS AND UPDATED 

INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN 

DOCKET NO. 34218 

Applicant name, address and principle place of business: 

Georgia Power Company 
241 Ralph McGill Blvd NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

Authorized person to receive notices or communications with respect to application: 

Cofield Widner, Sr. Regulatory Affairs Representative 
Regulatory Affairs, BIN 10230 
Georgia Power Company 
241 Ralph McGill Blvd NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Voice: 404-506-1426 
Fax: 404-506-1227 

Location for public inspection: 

Georgia Power Company 
241 Ralph McGill Blvd NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
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1. Executive Summary 

Georgia Power Company (,'Georgia Power" or the "Company") makes this tiling 

("Application") as part of its continuing efforts to provide a cost effective and reliable supply of 

electricity for its customers at a time of significant uncertainty for the electric utility industry. 

Georgia Power, along with the entire industry, is faced with an unprecedented confluence of new 

environmental regulations promulgated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

("EPA" or "Agency"). The new and anticipated regulations are far reaching and effect a wide­

range of areas including numerous air, water and waste matters. These regulations, some of 

which impose unrealistic timeframes for compliance, place significant uncertainty on the 

reliability of the electric system and will impose significant compliance costs on our customers. 

Because many of the regulations are still at the proposed rule stage or have yet to be proposed, 

the ultimate impact remains uncertain. What is certain, however, is that the Company must take 

steps now to prepare to deal with the challenges that these new regulations are expected to place 

on reliability in 2015. 

The Company has undertaken a thorough analysis to determine the most cost-effective 

approach for providing the reliable service that its customers have come to expect. In doing so, 

the Company faces the challenge of developing strategies to comply not only with current 

environmental regulations, but also with proposed and anticipated regulations, taking into 

account the significant uncertainty created by those future regulations. One regulation of 

particular importance to this Application is the EPA's proposed regulation to set national 

emission standards for hazardous air pollutants from coal- and oil-fired electric utility steam 

generating units ("Utility MACT"). The Utility MACT rule as currently proposed would require 

additional emissions control equipment on the majority of the Company's generating units. The 

Utility MACT rule would also have one of the earliest compliance deadlines, with compliance 

required as early as 2015 with the possibility of a one-year extension under EPA's current 

schedule. The EPA is required to release a final rule by November 16, 20 II. The impact that 

this rule will have upon reliability in 2015 and beyond is a major driver for the actions requcsted 

in the Company's Application as described in greater detail herein. 
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Bascd on its extensive analyses of these rules and the anticipated impacts, the Company 

has put forth in this Application a cost effective approach that provides for the decertification of 

certain coal- and oil-fired units. The Company also proposes to begin work on environmental 

controls necessary to provide for the continued operation of certain coal fired units that are cost 

effective to control based upon anticipated environmental regulations. As a result of the 

uncertainty surrounding pending environment regulations, the Company plans to defer the 

dccision to control or fuel switch approximately 2,600 megawatts ("MW") of capacity until the 

Company has greater certainty regarding the final form of the pending regulations, including the 

Utility MACT rule. By deferring these decisions, the Company will be able to make more 

informed dccisions at a later date to control or decertify these units in a cost effective manner for 

customers. The short compliance timeline under the proposed Utility MACT rule and the need 

for greater certainty around the pending environmental regulations is expected to render at least 

2,000 MWs of capacity unavailable in 2015. To address the dcficit created by the unavailability 

of these units and to strive to maintain reliability in 2015, the Company is proposing to certify 

1,562 MW of purchase power agreements. 

Specifically, Gcorgia Power requests that the Georgia Public Service Commission (the 

"Commission") do the following: 

(1) Decertify Plant Branch Unit I and Plant Branch Unit 2 effective with the revised 
Georgia Multipollutant Rule compliance dates for these units, and decertify Plant 
Mitchell Unit 4C effective as of the date ofthc final order in this proceeding; 

(2) Approve the reclassification of the remaining net book values of Plant Branch 
Units 1 & 2 and Plant Mitchcll Unit 4C as of their respective retirement dates to 
regulatory assct accounts and the amOltization of such regulatory asset accounts 
ratably over a period equal to the respective unit's remaining useful life approved 
in Dockct No. 31958; 

(3) Approve the amortization of approximately REDACTED of Plant Branch Units 1 
& 2 environmental construction work in progress ("CWIP") (which has bcen 
reclassified as a regulatory asset in accordance with the Commission's Order in 
Docket No. 31958) ratably over a three year period beginning January 2014; 

(4) Approve the amortization of any remaining, unusable material and supplies 
("M&S") inventory balance remaining at the unit retirement dates which will be 
reclassified to a regulatory assct as identified in accordance with the 
Commission's Order in Docket No. 31958 ratably ovcr a thrce ycar period 
bcginning January 2014; 

2 
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(5) Approve the Company's decision to initiate the work necessary for the possible 
installation of baghouses on certain coal-fired generating units, which it expects 
will be necessary to help the Company strive to meet the anticipated compliance 
deadlines for the Utility MACT rule and approve the Company's proposed 
treatment for recovery of the related costs; 

(6) Grant a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the four power 
purchase agreements ("PPAs") selected through the 2015 Request for Proposals 
("RFP") and approve the Company's proposed treatment for recovery of the 
related costs; and 

(7) Approve the 2011 Integrated Resource Plan Update ("2011 IRP Update"). 

The actions described in this Application are part of the Company's near term plan to 

help assure reliable service in an uncertain environment. In developing this plan, the Company 

has taken into account, to the best of its ability, the known and potential costs of complying with 

both existing and anticipated environmental rcgulations, as well as the logistical and scheduling 

challenges presented by the various regulations. 

The Company first rcquests that the Commission decertify Plant Branch Units 1 & 2 and 

Plant Mitchell Unit 4C. Undcr the Georgia Multipollutant Rule, Plant Branch Units 1 & 2, 

which total approximately 569 MW of capacity, will be required to have Selective Catalytic 

Reduction ("SCRs") and scrubbers in place by Decembcr 31, 2013 and October 1, 2013, 

respectively. The Company's analyscs have shown that installation of such equipment on these 

units will not be economical for customers across a wide range of economic scenarios even if no 

additional controls are required by further regulations. As a result, the Company requests that 

the Commission grant the Company's request for decertification of Plant Branch Units I & 2, 

effective on the required compliance dates specified under the Multipollutant Rule. 

Plant Mitchell Unit 4C is a 33 MW oil-tired combustion turbine ("CT"). In December 

2009, the unit experienced a significant equipment failure and the Company made the economic 

decision to dclay repairing the unit. Weighing reliability considerations, age of the unit, 

challenges associated with repairs, and the potential for more stringent environmental regulatory 

requirements, the Company requests that the Commission also approve the decertification of 

Plant Mitchell Unit 4C. 

As a part of the request to decertify the Plant Branch Unit 1 and 2 and Mitchell Unit 4C, 

the Company is requesting that the Commission reclassify the remaining net book values of Plant 

3 
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Branch Units I & 2 and Plant Mitchell Unit 4C as of their respective retirement dates to 

regulatory asset accounts and to amortize such regulatory asset accounts over a period equal to 

the respective unit's remaining useful life approved in Docket No 31958. The Company also 

requests that in accordance with Docket No. 31958 the Commission approve a three year 

recovery period (beginning January 2014) of approximately REDACTED of Plant Branch Units 

I & 2 environmental CWIP (which has been reclassified as a regulatory asset) and approve a 

three year recovery period (beginning January 2014) for any remaining, unusable M&S 

inventory remaining at the unit retirement dates which will be reclassified to a regulatory asset. 

The Company is also requesting certification of the four PPAs identified through the 

2015 RFP. As discussed above, significant uncertainty remains regarding the ultimate impact of 

currently pending and anticipated environmental regulations. As a result. the Company is not 

able to make final decisions regarding the economics of controlling approximately 2,600 MW of 

generating capacity and is also uncertain whether any needed controls can be installed given 

regulatory time lines. However, given what is currently known about such regulations and based 

on its analyses of potential outcomes, the Company believes it is reasonable to expect that 

approximately 600 MW of capacity will be controlled or switch fuels by 2015 and that the 

remaining capacity, approximately 2,000 MW, will be unavailable in 2015. 

In light of the Company's concerns regarding resource availability in 2015, the Company 

initiated the 2015 RFP to help assure supplies are adequate to meet the Company's planning 

reserve margin target. The 20 IS RFP was conducted with the oversight of Commission Staff and 

the Independent Evaluator ("IE") and in full compliance with the Commission's RFP rules. The 

RFP resulted in the selection of a portfolio of four resources. and the Company subsequently 

entered into PPAs in connection with these resources. The four PPAs allow for an early 

termination on or before March 27, 2012 in the event that the Company detennines such 

resources are not needed in light of the final Utility MACT. As was demonstrated through the 

2015 RFP, these four resources represent the best cost option for meeting the resource needs of 

the Company in the 20 IS timeframe and should be certified by the Commission. However, it 

should be noted that even with the additional generation capacity obtained through the 2015 

RFP, electricity reliability will be at risk in 2015 if the unrealistically short compliance 

timeframe associated with (he Utility MACT rule is not extended. 

4 
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The Company continues to pursue cost effective Demand Side Management ("DSM") 

and Energy Efficiency ("EE") measures that will benefit its customers. The Company's current 

DSM portfolio consists of 16 demand response programs, EE programs, pricing tariffs, and other 

activities. The Company projects that over the next 10 years these programs will reduce capacity 

requirements by approximately 2,600 MW. 

The Company also continues to actively pursue cost effective renewable resources. For 

example, the Company has instituted the SP-I tariff to procure solar resources for the Premium 

Green Energy Product and has instituted an additional RFP process to procure 1,000 kW of solar 

installed capacity to supply the Green Energy Program. Finally, the Company proposed the 2015 

Large Scale Solar Proposal ("LSS") on June 24, 2011 to procure an additional 50 MW of solar 

resources. This proposal was approved by the Commission on July 22,20 II. 

In addition to the existing qualifying facilities ("QF") and renewable resources serving 

the Company through the standard offer contracts approved by the Commission, the Company 

has also received notice through the 2015 RFP of the intention of approximately 250 MW of new 

QF and renewable capacity that intends to participate in meeting the needs in 2015. The 

Company will enter into contracts with these entities once the certification of the 2015 PPAs has 

concluded and the proxy price has been set. 

However, despite theses significant DSM and renewable resources, the PPAs identified 

through the RFP remain necessary to ensure reliable service in 2015. The Company's 

Application also includes the 2011 IRP Update, which supports the requests made by the 

Company in this Application and the Company requests approval of this lRP Update. The IRP 

Update includes (I) an updated load and energy forecast; (2) an updated fuel forecast; (3) the 

2011 Environmental Compliance Strategy ("EeS"); (4) the 2011 Unit Retirement Study; and (5) 

an updated Needs Assessment. The challenges posed to the Company by the pending 

environmental regulations discussed in this Application are significant, but the Company 

believes that its plan as described in this Application best addresses the challenges and 

uncertainty in a manner that will help provide for continued reliable and cost-effective service 

for its customers, and the Commission should approve the Company's requests as described in 

more detail below. 

5 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
Mr. McKinney, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF JON W. MCKINNEY 

Mr. MCKINNEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member 
and members of the subcommittee, and thank you for the oppor-
tunity to appear before the committee. 

I am used to being on the other side of the bench listening to the 
many different perspectives. You asked for my perspective on the 
impact of a number of new EPA regulations affecting the power 
sector, so I would like to share with you what I know about these 
impacts and the environmental regulations that have already 
taken place in West Virginia and my overreaching concern that the 
pace of these additional requirements does not allow sufficient time 
to evaluate their potential impacts on reliability or for cost-effective 
implementation. 

I am an economic regulator, and it is my sworn duty to balance 
the interests of ratepayers, utility companies and the State. That 
is a tough assignment. We regularly hear many passionate pleas 
from industrial customers and residential customers who have to 
live on fixed incomes. We have heard these arguments recently 
from power companies as they installed new equipment to comply 
with existing environmental requirements. According to EPA’s Acid 
Rain database, 1990 power plants in West Virginia emitted 970,000 
tons of SO2. In 2010, the emissions were reduced to 110,000 tons, 
an 89 percent reduction. 

To make these improvements, our electric industry has spent 
some $4 billion on environmental controls and the costs had to be 
passed on to our ratepayers. Even though West Virginia has rel-
atively low electric rates, those rates have increased by 40 percent 
in recent years. And although I am concerned about cost of compli-
ance, I am equally concerned about reliability. The plants that 
have been equipped with modern controls are generally the largest 
and newest plants but there are many smaller plants in West Vir-
ginia, and those plants provide not only generation but make the 
grid more stable. As a result of the EPA’s proposal, many of these 
plants are expected to retire. One utility has already announced 
three plants in West Virginia totaling over 1,800 megawatts will 
retire by 2014. 

My concern with both reliability and ratepayer costs will be neg-
atively impacted by the new EPA rules led me to introduce a reso-
lution at the July NARUC meeting that promotes increased flexi-
bility for implementation of EPA rulemakings. That resolution was 
passed and is now the official policy of the National Association of 
Regulatory Utility Commissioners. Briefly, the resolution recog-
nizes that by providing great flexibility, closer coordination with 
State and federal partners, EPA programs can achieve the same 
environmental goals at a lower cost to customers and without com-
promising reliability. Flexibility in the schedule of implementation 
of EPA regulations can lessen rate increases because of improved 
planning, selection of correction design to address multiple require-
ments, greater use of energy efficiency and demand-side resources, 
and orderly decision-making. Recently, several regional reliability 
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organizations submitted comments to EPA echoing these concerns. 
Their comments are attached to my written testimony. 

The impact of these rules goes far beyond the utility sector itself 
and could threaten the recovery of the broader economy. The Amer-
ican Coalition of Clean Coal Electricity recently asked NERA to 
model economic impacts of the Transport and MACT Rule. Overall, 
the analysis shows that in 2016 electric rates will increase by 11.5 
percent in the United States and 12.9 percent in West Virginia. 
Moreover, net job losses are projected to be 1.44 million jobs in the 
total United States and 38,500 in West Virginia. 

Cost feasibility and reliability impacts of EPA regulations have 
not been thoroughly examined and consequences of implementing 
these requirements without adequate review could be irreparable. 
Greater flexibility could preserve both electric reliability and miti-
gate additional rate increases. With these challenges in mind, I 
urge you to consider legislation such as the TRAIN Act and to in-
clude pertinent portions of the NARUC resolution in the bill. 
Thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. McKinney follows:] 
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COMMISSIONER JON W. MCKINNEY 

Testimony Summary 

I introduccd a NARUC Resolution that promotes increased flexibility for the implementation 
of EPA Rules by: 

o Allowing utilities to coordinate the closure and/or rctrofitting of existing electric 
generating units in an orderly manner; 

o Allowing regulatory options for units that are necessary for grid reliability that 
commit to retire or repower; and 

o Asking FERC work with the EPA to develop a process that requires generators to 
provide advanced notice. 

Pointing out that PJM, MISO, SPP, NY ISO, and ERCOT submitted comments requesting a 
"safe harbor" (i.e. not face penalties for violation of the EPA rule) if they provide thc 
Regional Transmission Organization with notice of their intended shutdown at least two 
years before the EPA compliance deadline. 

WV has made major improvement with utilities investing $4.0+ billion dollars with a 89% 
reduction in S02. Aggregated capital cost of new ru les will exceed another $2.0+ billion 
dollars. 

I am concerned by the suggested impacts to WYand the US of latest CASPR and MACT 
rules (as indicated by recent NERA analysis or EEl retirement summary) 

o Increased electricity cost of 12.9% for WYand 11.5% for US 

o Net job losses of 38,500 for WV and 1.44M for US 

o Total US cost of $1848 for US 

o FERC rccently projected 81GW ofeoal generation retirement vs. IIGW projected by 
EPA (Announced retirements already at 44GW) 

Consider passage of the TRAIN Act and include pertinent portions of the NARUC resolution 
in the bill. 
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Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Committee on this 

extremely important issue. I am Jon McKinney, a Commissioner for the Public Service 

Commission (PSC) of West Virginia and Chair of the Clean Coal Subcommittee of NARUC. 

My background is in engineering and business prior to being appointed a Commissioner. 

The West Virginia Commission has a broad scope of duties that includes regulation of all 

utilities in WV (electricity, natural gas, water and sewer, telecom and some cable) as well as 

solid waste, gas pipeline, transportation (taxis, buses, trucking), graveyards, and railroads. Our 

work touches many of the most vital services our citizens depend on every day. Each year we 

decide 2700+ cases, issue 5000+ orders and handle 10000+ informal and formal complaints. 

I am used to being on the other side of the bench, listening to many different 

perspectives. You have asked for my perspective on the impact of a number of new EPA 

regulations affecting the power sector. So ('d like to share with you what I know about the 

impacts that environmental regulations have already had in WV, and my overarching concern 

that the pace of these additional requirements does not allow sufficient time to evaluate their 

potential impacts on reliability, or for cost-effective implementation. 

1 am an economic regulator and it is my sworn duty to balance the interests of ratepayers, 

utility companies and the State. That is a tough assignment. We regularly hear many passionate 

pleas from industrial customers that they will be driven out of busincss if electricity rates 

increase too much, or from residential customers who are trying to balance budgets or live on 

fixed incomes. We have heard these arguments frequently in recent years as power companies 

have installed new equipment to comply with existing environmental requirements. According 

to EPA's Acid Rain database, in 1990 power plants in WV emitted nearly 970,000 tons of S02. 

2 
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By 20 10, those emissions were reduced to less than 110,000 tons, an 89% reduction state-wide, 

WV has made remarkable progress in assuring that the air is clean for its own citizens and our 

neighbors. 

To make these improvements, our electric industry has spent some $4.0+ billion dollars 

on environmental controls, and that cost has been passed on to the ratepayers. Even though WV 

has relatively low electric rates, those rates havc increased by nearly 40% in recent years. And 

although I am concerned about the cost of compliance. I am equally concerned about reliability. 

The plants that have been equipped with modern pollution controls are generally the largest and 

newest plants, but there are many smaller plants throughout WV and other states that not only 

provide generation, but also assure that we have a stable electric grid. As a result of the EPA's 

proposed and final rules, many of these plants are expected to rctire. quite abruptly, over the next 

few years. One utility has announced that at least three plants in WV, totaling over 1800 MW, 

will retire by 2014 if all of EPA's rules hecome effective. In addition, an estimate of the capital 

required to make the additional modifications needed to meet the new proposed EPA rules is 

$2.0+8. 

The WV Commission is tasked with ensuring that the WV consumers receive reliable 

power. We have learned recently that reliability is king and that concerns about reliable service 

are one of the greatest concerns to customers. During a recent severe blizzard in southern WV 

over the Christmas holidays, during peak demand, power was interrupted for many residents for 

an extended period. Obviously, in very cold weather this is a dangerous situation and we and the 

electric companies were swamped with complaints from ratepayers, county commissions, 

legislators, and emergency response providers. My concern is that the new EPA rules will 

denigrate reliability leading to more major interruptions during peak electrical usage. 
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My two-fold concerns for both reliability and ratepayer cost that will be negatively 

impacted by currently promulgated and proposed EPA rules led me (0 introduce a Resolution at 

the July NARUC meeting that promotes increased flexibility for implementation of EPA rule 

makings. That resolution was passed and is now the official policy ofNARUC. The Resolution 

is attached, is summarized below and specifically asks that State Commissioners promote State 

and federal environmental and energy policies that will enhance the reliability of the nation's 

energy supply and minimize cost impacts to consumers. 

Reliable energy supply is vital to support the nation's future economic growth, security, 

and quality of life. 

There are three key elements that the EPA must successfully manage when implementing 

the new and proposed regulations to ensure continued reliability on the nation's electric grid 

while lessening generation cost increases upon our Nation's ratepayers during these difficult 

economic times, should they move forward with implementation of the regulations currently 

under consideration. These elements which are all equally important are: (l) flexibility; (2) 

coordination with utilities; and (3) coordination with State and federal regulators. 

(I) Flexibility: A retrofit timeline for multimillion dollar projects may take up to five-plus 

years, considering that the retrofit projects will need to be designed to address compliance 

with multiple regulatory requirements (some of which are not finalized and may change 

mid-design) and require several steps that may include, but are not limited to: utility 

regulatory commission approval, front-end engineering, environmental permitting, detailed 

engineering, construction and startup. Timelines may also be lengthened by the large 

4 



312 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00318 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
25

9

number of multimillion dollar projects that will be in competition for the same skilled labor 

and resources throughout the Nation. 

Flexibility with the implementation of EPA regulations can lessen generation cost increases 

because of improved planning. selection of correct design for the resolution of multiple 

requirements, greater use of energy efficiency and demand-side resources, and orderly 

decision-making. Additionally, some generators that will be impacted by the new EPA 

rulemakings are located in constrained areas or supply constrained areas and will need time 

to allow for transmission or new generation studies to resolve reliability issues. The North 

American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and regional RTOs will need time to 

study reliability issues associated with shutdown or repowering of generation. Flexibility 

will allow time for these needed studies. 

2. Coordination: Close coordination between the various federal and State regulatory bodies 

and agencies will also be necessary for continued grid reliability. The Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC), through its oversight of NERC, has authority over electric 

system reliability, and is in a position to require generators to provide sufficient notice to 

FERC, system operators, and State regulators of expected effects of forthcoming health and 

environmental regulations on operating plants to allow an opportunity for meaningful 

assessment and response to reliability claims. 

The Resolution asks Commissioners to support efforts to promote State and federal 

environmental and energy policies that will enhance the reliability of the nation's energy supply 

and minimize cost impacts to consumers by: 

5 
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Allowing utilities to coordinate the closure and/or retrofitting of existing electric 

generating units in an orderly manner that will ensure the continued supply of electricity 

and that will allow power generators to upgrade their facilities in the most cost effective 

way, while at the same time achieving attainable efficiency gains and environmental 

compliance. 

Allowing regulatory options for units that are necessary for grid reliability that commit to 

retire or repower. 

Allowing an EPA-directed phasing-in of the regulation requirements. 

Establishing interim progress standards that ensure generation units meet EPA 

regulations in an orderly, cost-effective manner. 

• Encourages utilities to plan for EPA regulations, and explore all options for complying 

with such regulations, in order to minimize costs to ratepayers. 

Asking that FERC and EPA work to develop a process that requires generators to provide 

notice to FERC, system operators, and State regulators of the expected effects of 

forthcoming EPA regulations on operating plants to allow an opportunity for meaningful 

discussion, assessment and response to reliability issues. Additionally we suggested that 

NARUC and State Commissions should actively coordinate with their environmental 

regulatory counterparts, FERC, and the electric power sector ensuring electric system 

reliability and encourage the use of all available tools that provide flexibility in EPA 

regulation requirements reflecting the timelinc and cost efficiency concerns embodied in 

this resolution to ensure continuing emission reduction progress while minimizing 

6 
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degradation of reliability, capital costs, rate increases and other negative economic 

impacts while meeting public health and environmental goals. 

Recently, several regional reliability organizations submitted comments to EPA echoing 

these concerns. In comments submitted on the utility MACT rule August 4, the Southwest 

Power Pool, ERCOT, PJM, the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, and the 

New York Independent System Operator, all requested a "safe harbor" for units that have to 

retire or which may be uneconomic to retrofit, but which may be critical for system reliability 

due to local transmission constraints. All of these organizations indicated that an additional two 

years or more might be needed to assure that such retirements do not compromise the reliability 

of the electricity grid. Their comments are also attached to my written testimony. 

Lack of implementation time will leave utilities with only two choices both of which 

have significant negative reliability impacts: either scale back on generation to mect rulemaking 

requirements (in some cases as much as 50%) or shutdown prematurely. Local or regional 

congestion will be a major issue in many areas and that will take multiple years to resolve. As 

an example, DC has been working for years to shutdown two old coal plants but due to 

congestion issues still have them in a "must run" category. This leads to following major 

concerns: 

Compliance Deadlines. EPA is not providing sufficient time to design, permit, and install 

major emissions control technologies on large amounts of existing coal-fired capacity 

that are necessary to comply with EPA's Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (beginning in 

2012, with more stringent limits in 2014) and the proposed Utility MACT Rule (by the 

end of2014 or by end of2015). 

7 
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Major Capital Expenditures, Mostly Before 2015. There would be much more capital 

spcnt in the U.S. to comply with thesc new EPA rules by 2020, as compared to the 

amounts that were spent on all utility air pollution controls over the previous 20 years. 

Significant Power Plant Retirements due to the Combination of the High Costs of 

Compliance and the Short Deadlines. FERC recently projected 81 GW of coal generation 

retirement vs. II GW projected by EPA. The NERA analysis project four times the 

amount of retires as EPA. The total amount of announced coal generating plant 

retirements (including all reasons) are 44GW or 13% of thc total coal-fired generation. 

Clearly the immediate impact of the regulations is far greater than expected. 

Electric Grid Reliability Problems during 2014-2016. This impact is projected to occur 

due to the large number of retirements plus the substantial amount of idled capacity due 

to insufficient time to design, permit, and install major emissions controls as well as the 

wide-scale unit outages that are required to "tie-in" these major new emission controls. 

These greatest capacity reductions will probably occur in the P JM region. 

• Very High Electricity Rate Increases Due to High Capital Costs of Compliance and New 

Replacement Capacity. In WV and the Midwest these rate increases will hit electricity 

intensive manufacturing particularly hard, leading to industrial plant shutdowns and 

substantial job losscs. It will also be disproportionately borne by consumers in some of 

the poorest rural counties in Appalachian Region states where there are many customers 

who are unemployed or on fixed incomes. 

The impact of these rules goes far beyond the utility sector itself, and could threaten 

recovery in the broader economy. The American Coalition of Clean Coal Electricity (ACCCE) 

8 
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recently asked NERA Economic Consulting to model the economic impacts of the proposed 

CATR and MACT Rule together. Overall the analysis shows that in 2016 electricity rates will 

increase by 11.5% in the US generally, and by another 12.9% in WV. Moreover, net job losses 

are projected to be 1.44 million for the total US and 38,500 for WV. A large portion of these 

losses will be borne by states and rural counties that are already experiencing much higher 

electricity rates due to previous environmental investments. Though there will be some 

temporary gains in employment due to construction of new pollution control and new gas-fired 

generation, these will be more than offset by (1) direct losses at shuttered coal-fired plants and 

related supply chain losses in mining and transportation; (2) reduction of industrial activity (and 

hence jobs) in these same states as higher electricity rates result in industrial plant shutdowns and 

output cuts; (3) indirect losses occurring as local supporting employment dwindles in the states 

and localities experiencing these losses; and (4) wide-scale job losses across the U.S. as 

consumers and business shouldering higher electricity rates cut back on consumption of other 

goods reducing GDP overall and jobs in a variety of industries. I believe that more analysis 

needs to be done after the two rules are finalized and before implementation. If such impacts 

continue to be shown, they are unacceptable in the current fragile state of our economy. 

The costs, feasibility, and reliability impacts of EPA's regulations have not been 

thoroughly examined. and the consequences of implementing these requirements without 

adequate review could be irreparable. We have just recently seen the dramatic consequences of a 

major power outage in the western US, where 1.4 million people were without power and, in 

addition to many other consequences, millions of gallons of sewage flooded the San Diego 

harbor. We cannot afford to risk the health and safety of millions of Americans by 

compromising the security of our electricity grid, and should not burden electricity customers 

9 
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with excessive costs by inflexible implementation of environmental regulations. Greater 

flexibility would preserve electric reliability and mitigate additional rate increases. 

So, with these challenges and solutions in mind, I urge you to consider passage of the 

TRAIN Act, and to include pertinent portions of the NARUC resolution in the bilL At a 

minimum, before any new EPA regulation is implemented or promulgated, DOE and FERC 

should be required to obtain information about unit retirements and operational changes by a date 

certain so that they can properly analyze local and regional reliability issues and the results can 

be considered by the Congress. 

Thank you. 

10 
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Attachments 

o NARUC Resolution 

o NERA analysis 

Summary of proposed CASPR and MACT Rules 

A verage Regional Electricity Price Increases Map 

Net Employment Losses Table 

o Train Wreck slide 

o Coal Fleet Retirement Announcements 

o SPP letter to EPA 

o Joint R TO letter to EPA 

o ERCOT letter concerning reliability 

o P JM letter to EPA 
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Resolution on Increased Flexibility for the Implementation of EPA Rulemakings 

WHEREAS, The Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC) adopted a resolution on the Role of State Regulatory Policies in the 
Development ()f Federal Environmental Regulations on February 16, 2011; including the 
following statements: 

WHEREAS, NARUC at this time takes no position regarding the merits of these EPA 

ruJemakings; and 

WHEREAS, Such regulations under consideration by EPA could pose significant 

challenges for the electric power sector and the State Regulatory Commissions with respect 
to the economic burden, the feasibility of implementation by the contemplated deadlines 
and the maintenance of system reliability; and 

WHEREAS, NARUC wishes to continue to advance the policies set forth in the resolution as it 
relates to the proposed EPA rulemakings concerning the interstate transport of sulfur dioxide and 
nitrogen oxides, cooling water intake, emissions of hazardous air pollutants and greenhouse 
gases, release of toxic and thermal pollution into waterways, and management of coal 
combustion solids; and 

WHEREAS, NARUC recognizes that a reliable energy supply is vital to support the nation's 
future economic growth, security, and quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, There are many strategies available to States and utilities to comply with EPA 
regulations, including retrofits and installation of pollution control equipment, construction of 
new power plants and transmission upgrades to provide resource adequacy and system security 
where needed when power plants retire, purchases of power from wholesale markets, demand 
response, energy efficiency, and renewable energy policies the collection of which can be 
implemented at different time frames by different interested parties and may constitute lower 
cost options that provide benefits to ratepayers; and 

WHEREAS, A retrofit timeline for multimillion dollar projects may take up to five-plus years, 
considering that the retrofit projects will need to be designed to address compliance with 
multiple regulatory requirements at the same time and requiring several steps that may include, 
but are not limited to: utility regulatory commission approval, front-end engineering, 
environmental permitting, detailed engineering, construction and startup; and 

WHEREAS, Timelines may also be lengthened by the large number of multimillion dollar 
projects that will be in competition for the same skilled labor and resources; and 

WHEREAS, NARlJC recognizes that flexibility with the implementation of EPA regulations 
can lessen generation cost increases because of improved planning, selection of correct design 
for the resolution of multiple requirements, greater use of energy efficiency and demand-side 
resources, and orderly decision-making; and 
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WHEREAS, Some generators that will be impacted by the new EPA rulemakings are located in 
constrained areas or supply constrained areas and will need time to allow for transmission or new 
generation studies to resolve reliability issues; and 

WHEREAS, The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and regional RTOs 
will need time to study reliability issues associated with shutdown or repowering of generation; 
and 

WHEREAS, NARUC recognizes that flexibility will allow time for thcse needed studies, and 

WHEREAS, The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), through its oversight of 
NERC, has authority over electric system reliability, and is in a position to require generators to 
provide sufficient notice to FERC, system operators, and State regulators of expected effects of 
forthcoming health and environmental regulations on operating plants to allow an opportunity for 
meaningful assessment and response to reliability claims; now, therefore he it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners, convened at its 2011 Summer Committee Meetings in Los Angeles, California, 
supports efforts to promote State and federal environmental and energy policies that will enhance 
the reliability of the nation's energy supply and minimize cost impacts to consumers by: 

Allowing utilities to coordinate the closure and/or retrofitting of existing electric generating 

units in an orderly manner that will ensure the continued supply of electricity and that will 
allow power generators to upgrade their facilities in the most cost effective way, while at the 
same time achieving attainable efficiency gains and environmental compliance; and 

Allowing regulatory options for units that are necessary for grid reliability that commit to 

retire or rcpower; and 

Allowing an EPA-directed phasing-in of the regulation requirements; and 

Establishing interim progress standards that ensure generation units meet EPA regulations in 

an orderly, cost-effective manner; and be itfurther 

RESOLVED, That commissions should encourage utilities to plan for EPA regulations, and 
explore all options for complying with such regulations, in order to minimize costs to ratepayers; 
and be itfurther 

RESOLVED, That FERC should work with the EPA to develop a process that requires 
generators to provide notice to FERC, system operators, and State regulators of expected effects 
of forthcoming EPA regulations on operating plants to allow an opportunity for meaningful 
assessment and response to reliability issues; and he itfurther 
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RESOL VED, That NARUC and its members should actively coordinate with their 
environmental regulatory counterparts, FERC, and the electric power sector ensuring electric 
system reliability and encourage the use of all available tools that provide flexibility in EPA 
regulation requirements reflecting the timeline and cost efficiency concerns embodied in this 
resolution to ensure continuing emission reduction progress while minimizing capital costs, rate 
increases and other economic impacts while meeting public health and environmental goals. 

Sponsored by the Subcommittee on Clean Coal and Carbon Sequestration and the Commitlees 
on Electricity and Energy Resources and the Environment 
Adopted by the NARUC Board of Directors July 20.2011 
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PROPOSED CATR AND UTILITY MACT RULES 
iune2011 

531GW 

$17.8 billion 

$184 billion 

11.5 percent average increase in 2016 

IPM 

354GW 

$14.4 billion 

$124-$168 billion 

1.5 percent increase in 2014 for CA TR and 3.7 percent 
increase in 2015 for MACT 

Regions covering all or part of 24 states have average price I Regional impacts of 0 to 5 percent in 2014 for CATR and 
increases of 121 percent to 23.5 percent in 2016 1.4 to 7.1 percent in 2015 for MACT 

47.8GW 11GW 

10 reduction in 2016 

17 percent increase 

$8.2 billion/yr higher costs for residential, commercial and 

Economy-wide net employment loss of 1.44 million job-years 
by 2020 

3 reduction in 2015 

LeIS than 2 increase 

No information provided by EPA 

For MACT, a one-time increase of 30,900 construction 
jobs, as well as 9,000 in possible jobs/year in the electric 
sector. No information provided for CA TR. 
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Net Employment Losses Due to EPA's Proposed Transport and MACT Rules 
June 2011 

TOTAL FOR 15 STATES ABOVE 

Net Employment Losses 2013 - 2020 
(Job-Years) 

"Net" employment impacts taRe into account both job gains and job losses. Job losses outnumber 

job gains by four to one over the period 2013-2020. Employment numbers are rounded. 
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Begin Compliance 
Requirements under Final 
CCR Rule (ground water 

monitoring, double monitors, 
closure, dry ash conversion) 

2 

- updated from Wegman (EPA 2003) 
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9/01/11 

Coal Fleet Retirement Announcements 

Following is a summary of announced retirements of specific coal plants under which approximately 44,000 MW of 
generation (or 13% of the 339 GW of total coal-fired generation in 2010) will be retired between 2010 and 2022.' Some 
units will be replaced with natural gas generation.' 

c~iiI~~~'/' 
'l:otal; 

I\I\\W State- Xe~r(s)alilft 
''\ie~t(s}~11 
~~tite~' . ,;·····..>·~':···:,·(:<;·>:'i;.> ........ · •. •··•· ... ·. 

AEp3 6,664 Various 1944-1980 2012-2014 27 units in 6 states (OH, WV, VA, IN, KY, TX) 
AES 188 NY 1951,1953 2011 2 units 
Alliant 428 IA 1921-1968 2010 12 units 
Ameren' 923 MO 1953-1961 2022 4 units 
APS5 634 AZ 1963, '64 2015 3 units (Four Corners) 
Black Hills 44 CO 1955, '59 2013 2 units 
Consumers 971 MI 1952-1958 2017 7 units 
Dominions 2,400 various 1952-1992 2013-2017 17 units in 3 states (MA, IN, VA) 
DTE' 169 MI,CA 1952, '87, '89 2010-2011 4 units 
Duke8 3,584 various 1940-1969 2011-2018 30 units in 4 states (NC, SC, IN, OH) 
Dynegy 489 IL 1953-1959 2011-2013 4 units 
Edison Int'19 371 IL 1955 2010 2 units 
Empire District 88 1950,1954 2018 2 units 
Exelon 895 PA 1954, 1960 2011-2012 3 units 
First EnerQy'0 2,004 OH 1950-1968 2010-2012 12 units 
GenOn 482 VA 1949-1957 2012 5 units; Potomac River Generating Station 
Madison G&E 178 WI 1938-1961 2010-2012 5 units 
NiSource" 38~_ -~ 12.56, '59, '70 2012 3 units 
NRG" 440 DE 1951-1970 2010-2013 4 units 
NV EnerQY 342 NV 1965, '68, '76 2016 3 units 
OtterTail 130 MN 1959,1964 2017-2018 2 units 
PGE 601 OR 1980 2020 Will retire Boardman plant 20 years early 
ProQress'3 2,532 NC, FL 1951-1972 2011-2020= ~units 
Southern" 10,120 GA 1963-1967 2011-2013 units 
TransAlta15 1,460 WA 1971 2019-2024 units (Centralia) 
TVA'S 4,294 various 1952-59 2012-2117 24 units in 3 states (TN, AL, KY) 
WE Enerqies 112 MI 1964,1966 2010 2 units 
Xcel17 1,548 CO,MN 1951-1968 2010-2022 12 units 
Others'S 1,835 various 1948-2004 2010-2026 

44,310 

1 Retirements are taking place for a variety of reasons, including plant age, fuel prices (i.e., low natural gas prices), decreased demand, consent 
decrees and the settlement of EPA compiaints. the projected cost of complying with the pending EPA regulations, etc. Because some plant closure 
details andlor plans for replacement generation have not been finalized, it is not possible to determine the exact number of closures, the mix and 
quantity of generation replacing the retiring coal units, or the exact amount of emissions reductions . 
.2 To the degree that retiring coal plants are replaced with natura! gas generation, mercury and SOz emissions will be virtually eliminated and C02 
emissions reduced by almost half at those units. 
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9/01111 

J As part of its plan for complying with EPA regulations (released 6109111), AEP announced that it would be retiong 6,000 MW of coal·fired 
generation-some of which will be replaced with natura! gas unils-belonging to the following AEP subsidiaries: Kentucky Power, Indiana Michigan 
Power, Southwestern Electric Power, Ohio Power, Columbus Southern and Appalachian Power Some of the plant retirements are part of a 
settlement agreement with EPA. 
4 Ameren, in Feb. 20111RP filing in MO, indicated it would likely close Meramec 1-4 due to the cost of meeting pending EPA regulations. 
5 As part of a complaint settlement with EPA in November 2010, APS agreed to retire 3 units and purchase and retrofit 2 others at the Four Corners 
plant. The agreement will lead to the following reductions: plant capaclty by 560 MW; NO~ emissions by 36%; mercury emissions by 61(%;; particulate 
matter by 43%; C02 emissions by 30%; S02 emissions by 24%. It will also allow plant to remain compliant with state and federal environmental 
standards and reduce the carbon footprint in the region. Buying the 2 units for $294 million was "substantialty less~ than the other alternatives and 
saves customers "nearly $500 million over tile next best alternative" 
S Dominion is retiring 11 units due in part to cost of complying with the pending EPA regs (Salem Harbor. State Line, Chesapeake, Yorktown), and 4 
units are being retired due to low natural gas prices. 3 units (Altavista, Hopewell, and Southhampton) are being converted to biomass and 2 to natural 
gas (Bremo Bluff, Yorktown). Some ofthese closures were included in a September 1, 2011, IRP filing. 
7 DTE Energy Services has agreed to covert 2 coal-fired facilities to biomass-the Port of Stockton Energy Facility and the Mount Paso Cogeneratlon 
Plant (co·owned with Red Hawk Energy) 
1.\ The Beckjord 6 unit, which is co-owned with AEP subsidiaries Columbus Southern and Dayton Power & Light, is included in the Duke total. As part of 
its overall coal-fleet transition strategy. Duke announced an agreement in 2008 to retire 800 MW of coal-fired power in exchange for building new 825 
MW clean coal facility at Cliffside. It is not clear which plant retirements relate to this announcement, with the exception of Cliffside 1-4. Duke also 
agreed to make the new facility carbon neutral by 2018 by offsetting approximately 5% million tons of C02iyear) through the fonowing means: 
depending more on nuclear power, further reducing power generated by coal·burning units, and using energy efficiency programs, carbon free tariffs 
and other "mitigation projects," Duke's permit for the new plant allows cost recovery. The new unit will: remove 99% of S02, 90% of NOx emissions 
and cut mercury emissions by 50%; be built to accommodate installation and operation of carbon control technologies; significantly minimize thermal 
impacts to the local river; and, generate wall board quality gypsum from the wet scrubber 
9 Edison International is dosing the Wi!! County units as part of mercury agreement with IL, and has also agreed to install S02 and NOx controls on aU 
Midwest Gen plants. 
10 In August 2010, FirstEnergy announced that it would renre all or part of 2 coal-fired peaking plants (Lake Shore and Ashtabula)-aod reduce 
operations at 2 other plants (Bay Shore and Eastlake)-due to decreased demand, plant age, etc. The units comprised 7% of total production in 2009. 
FE is rellring 2 other units (R.E. Burger) under a consent decree with EPA 
11 Retirement of Dean Mitchell units is part of a consent decree wI EPA 
12 NRG retired Somerset Station 1 (74 MW, 195112010]); 
13 As part of its overall coal~fleet transition strategy, Progress announced an agreement in December 2009 to retire 30% of its NC fleet (11 plants or 
approximately 1,500 MW of total capacity), replace some with natural gas plants. build new 950-MW natural gas plant at HF Lee plant site and build 
additional new 600·MW natural gas plant at Sutton Plant to replace coal generation being retired in order to maintain reliability. Progress' remaining NC 
plants are scrubbed (spent 52 billion installing state-of-the-art control on remaining coal generation). The retirement of 2 units in FL (Crystal River 1 & 
2) depends on getting approval to move forward with a new nuclear plant. 
14 Southern (Georgia Power) is retiring the plants due primarily to the cost of complying with pending EPA regs. Southern has announced plans to 
convert the Mitchell plant to biomass (currently on hold), and that it may also retire Yates 6 & 7 (355 MW each, 1974) plants. On August 4,2011, 
Southern filed comments that it expects to retire 4,000 MW of coa!~fired generation-and repower approximately 4,700 MW of coal and oil~fired 
generation to natural gas and other fuels-as a result of compliance with the pending EPA regs, but has not specified which plants would be affected. 
15 Under agreement with state, TransAlta will instal! SNCRs on the units in 2013, invest $55 mimon on energy efficiency and dean energy technology 
development, and be allowed to sell power in-state from the plants under long-term contracts until they dose. 
'6 As part of settlement agreement with EPA (04114/2011), TVA agreed to relire or idle the following coal plants: Johnsonville 1·10, John Sevier 3-4 and 
Widows Creek 1-6. In addition, TVA has agreed to spend $3~$5 billion in additional pollution control equipment for jts remaining coal plants and $350 
million on air pollution reduction and energy efficiency projects, as well as pay a $10 million civil penalty. Separately, TVA announced on 8124/10 it 
would retire Shawnee 10 and John Sevier 1 & 2, 
17 As part of its overall coal-nee! transition strategy, Xcel announced a plan In August 2010 for its Colorado units only, in response to state law, Xcel 
will retire Cherokee 1-4 and Valrnont, will spend $1.3 billion to convert coal-fired power plants to natural gas plants ($225 million savings compared to 
retrofitting the existing plants), and will retrofit 950 MW of coal-fired generation with modern emission control technologies. These actions wi!! reduce 
Xcel's C02 emissions 20o/a by 2020. As part of 20071RP, Xcel agreed to add 1,000+ MW of renewable energy (which will allow it to meet the state 
RPS), to reduce demand by 694 MW through energy efficiency programs, and to retire Arapahoe 3 & 4 and Cameo 1 & 2. Xcel retirements also 
include 2 units operated by Northern States (Black Dog). 
18 Reflects coal plant retirements by the following power entities (state located in, owner, total MW, year built and [year of retirement] are shown in 
parenthesis): Hunlock 3 (PA, UGI Development Co., 45 MW; 195912010]), Lakeside 6 & 7 (IL, City Water Light & Power, 76 MW, 1961, '6512010]), 
Muscatine 7 (lA, City of Muscatine, 21 MW, 1958 12010]), James de Young 3 (MI, Holland Board of Public Works, 11 MW, 1951 12012]), DOE 
Savannah River 1 & 2 (SC, U,S, DOE, 18 MW, 195212013]), Quindaro 1 & 2 (KS, Kansas City Board of Public Utilities, 239 MW, 1965, '71 12026]); 
Shelby Municipal 1·4 (OH, Shelby City, 37 MW total, 1948, '54, '68, '7312012]); Richard Gorsuch 1-4 (OH, American Municipal Power, 50 MW each, 
196812010]); Abbott Power Plant (IL, Un iv, of Illinois, 49 MW total, 1959, '62, 200412017]); JT Deely 1·2 (TX, CPS Energy, 871 MW, 1977·7812018]; 
Penn State West Campus Plant (PA, Penn Slate Univ" 20 MW, 192912014]; UNC Chapel Hill Cogen 3 (NC, UNC, 28 MW, 199112020]; Charter Streel 
Hearting Plant 1 (WI, Univ, of Wisconsin, 10 MW, 196512010]; Howard Down Station 7·10 (NJ, Vineland Municipal, 25 MW, 1970120101; Utah Smelter 
Plant 1·3 (UT, Whitewater Valley 1·2 (VA, Richmond P&L, 94 MW tolal, 1955, '7312011]), Auslin Northeast Station (TX, Austin Utilities, 32 MW, 1971 
12011]), Inti Paper (VA, 21 MW 12010]) 
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1'.'idlOlas A. Bro'\n, Prc.. .. idcnt &. CEO 

H£LP[NG OUR MEMBERS WORK TOGETHER 

TO KEE.P THE LIGHTS OK .. TODAY AND [N THE FUTURE 

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

July 19,2011 

Water Docket 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Mail Code: 4203M 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

EP A Docket Center 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Mail Code: 2822T 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System - Cooling Water Intake Structures at Existing 
Facilities and Phase I Facilities; Docket 1D No. EPA-HQ-OW-2008-0667 

Natie,"al Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants from Coal- and Oil-Fired Elecmc 
Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel-Fired Electric 
Utility, Industrial-Commercial-Institutional, and Small Industrial-Commercial-Institutional 
Steam Generating Units; Docket!D Nos. EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234 and EPA-HQ-OAR-2011-
0044 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (SPP) appreciates the opportunity to comment and respectfully submits the 
attached report entitled, "Review of the Potential Reliability Impacts of Proposed EPA Regulations 
Impacting Generation in the SPP Footprint", dated July 19,2011, in response to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency's (EPA) proposed rules issued in the above-captioned dockets. SPP's preliminary 
assessment is based on a similar study performed by ERCOT which found comparable results. SPP's 
cursory analyses identify substantial reliability and cost impacts under credible scenarios with 
extremely conservative inputs and assumptions, particularly in light of the recently released EPA Cross­
State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) which was not considered in this assessment. 

SPP is an Arkansas non-profit corporation with its principal place of business at 415 N. McKinley, 
Suite 140, Little Rock, Arkansas 72205. Currently, SPP has 64 members serving approximately 15 
million customers in a 370,000 square mile service territory covering all or part of the following states: 
Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas~ Oklahoma) Louisiana, Mississippi~ Nebraska, New Mexico and Texas, 
SPP's members include investor-owned utilities, municipals, cooperatives, state authorities~ 
independent power producers. power marketers. independent transmission companies, as well as a 
contract participant. SPP is a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) approved Regional 
Transmission Organization (RTO) and administers open·access tr3nsmission services across the SPP 
region under the terms of SPP's Open Access Transmission Tariff. As an RTO, SPP plans for and 

No(U"\\ McKlr-!lf', S!lH!l.I,Ull!. \'to I lf7l f r.tlCK Aft \PP.ORG 
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functionally controls the transmission infrastructure committed to it and administers a competitive real~ 
time wholesale electricity marketplace. 

As outlined in the paragraphs that follow, SPP is concerned that the timeframe for implementation of 
the proposed rules may not provide generator operators sufficient time to bring their facilities into 
compliance, and they would be prohibited from operating until compliance activities can be completed. 
Should this occur, threats to the reliable operation of the grid will occur. 

While SPP's initial assessment has focused on coal and gas units and select EPA rules similar to the 
ERCOT assessment, other pending requirements - carbon dioxide regulations for example - could have 
major impacts on future resource plans, system reliability) and economics, It is important to note this 
initial assessment did not consider impacts the reciprocating internal combustion engines (RICE) 
regulations may have on the potential loss of small units which many municipalities have relied upon. 
Elimination of those units could create local congestion chaJIenges and require both transmission 
expansion and local programs (0 keep the lights on. Similarly, SFP did not consider the impact of 
Regional Haze requirements and the most recently published Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, which will 
exacerbate impacts on the system and SPP's ability to maintain adequate generating capability and 
reserves in the SPP footprint. 

Based on this cursory ast;essment. which seems conservative given recent developments, it appears that 
EPA regulations could prevent reliable operation of the SPP RTO. Further impacts may occur, 
including failure to meet the requirements set forth by the North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation which were approved by FERC. SPP's findings and conclusions are not intended to 
exaggerate the system impaets, but rather to point out the possible types of adverse outcomes that may 
result in worst case scenarios as defined in this assessment. 

SPP is concerned that the timeframe for compliance with the proposed rules, should they be approved, 
may be more aggressive than what can be achieved by the industry. Should this be the case it may 
adverselY impact grid reliability due to the sudden required retirements and outages of units. At this 
point, SPP is aggressively monitoring several areas of its system where temporary mothballing of 
facilities appears possible and may lead to unstable. and hence unreliable, operating conditions. SPP 
encourages the EPA to work with generation owners to develop flexible compliance schedules to ensure 
equipment installation is completed in 8 timely, safe, reliable and cost-effective manner without an 
arbitrary deadline. Compliance plans developed in -a collaborative manner may lessen the negative 
impact and/or prevent the unavailability of labor, parts, and other resources that may result from an 
arbitrary deadline. Such an approach would also ease concerns over grid instability caused by mass 
outages on generators to install the required equipment 

Furthermore, SPP is concerned that sufficient time will not be available to complete transmission 
construction activities necessary to mitigate the prohibited operation of certain generators and to 
complete the constructIon of replacement resources, As SPP becomes aware of units removed from 
service due to compliance with these new regulations, it will work diligently to plan and direct the 
transmission construction necessary to mitigate any resulting reliability issues on the SPP transmission 
system. However, as Transmission Customers within the region remove units from service and secure 
new replacement capacity, SPP is concerned as to the uncertainty of being able to identity the needed 
upgrades and place those new lines in service. SPP is responsible for overseeing the reliable operation 
of the SFP transmission system and is concerned that, in the event SPP is unable to construct the 
necessary lines in time and units are unable to operate due to these additional EPA restrictions, the SPP 
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transmission system may be placed in an unreliable operating state or one that necessitates firm load 
curtail mcnts/customer outages. 

As a result of these concerns, SPP has two specific recommendations: 
First, SPP recommends that the EPA provide a gradual compliance schedule that allows the 
industry lime to meet the proposed requirements in a reliable, safe and economic manner. 
Working with the industry to institute these changes wil! help preserve reliable system 
operations and also allow for a more gradual integration of the costs of compliance that eould 
significantly mitigate reliability issues and sudden increases in consumer electricity prices. 
Second, SPP recommends that the EPA include in its rules a temporary waiver mechanism 
under which the affected generator owner, could seek an extension to allow for the continued 
operation of a generator while solutions, such as transmission expansion or demand response 
programs, can be assessed and approved by SPP and other transmiss.ion service providers. 

Although these recommendations are based solely upon SPP's initial assessment, they appear to be 
prudent under any foreseeable conditions that may occur. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have questions or would like to request additional 
information. 

RCSP~IIY submitted, 

jfl~ 
Nic~olas A. Brown 
President & CEO 
(501) 614-3213' Fax: (501) 664-9553' nbrown@spp.org 

cc: SPP Board of Director, Members Committee, Strategic Planning Committee 
State Regulators and Federal Legislators in AR, KS, LA. MO, MS, NE, NM, OK, and TX 

McKINlEY \HHfr 
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BEFORE THE UNITED STATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

National Emission Standards for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants From Coal and 
Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam 
Generating Units and Standards of 
Performance for Fossil-Fuel-Fired 
Electric Utility, Industrial-Commercial­
Institutional, and Small Industrial­
Commercial-Institutional Steam 
Generating Units 

EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234 

EPA-HQ-OAR-2011-0044 

FRL-9286-1 

JOINT COMMENTS OF THE ELECTRIC RELIABILITY COUNCIL OF TEXAS, THE 
MIDWEST INDEPENDENT TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR, THE NEW YORK 
INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR, PJM INTERCONNECTION, L.L.C., AND THE 

SOUTHWEST POWER POOL 

Pursuant to the May 3,2011 Federal Register notice in the above-referenced 
proceeding,' the Electric Reliability Council of Texas ("ERCOT"), Midwest Independent 
Transmission System Operator ("MISO"), New York Independent System Operator 
("NY ISO"), PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. ("PJM"), and the Southwest Power Pool ("SPP") 
(the "Joint RTO Commentors" ) submit these comments on the Proposed Rule in the 
above-referenced proceeding. These entities are the designated Regional 
Transmission Organizations ("RTOs") or Independent System Operators ("ISOs") in 
their respective footprints, having been so designated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission ("FERC") or, in the case of ERCOT, the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas. RTOs and ISOs are responsible for ensuring the continued reliability of the bulk 
power system in order to "keep the lights on" to millions of Americans in our respective 
footprints. Together the Joint RTO Commentors serve over 146 million Americans. The 
RTOs and ISOs are independent entities with no financial stake in any generator or 
other market participant. 

These Comments specifically focus on the compliance timeframe discussed in 
Section V.M. of the Proposed Rule. The Joint RTO Commentors are not taking a 
position on the merits of the Proposed Rule or the merits of requests for a blanket delay 
in its implementation. Rather, the Joint RTO Commentors are concerned about the 
impacts of the implementation time line for the Proposed Rule. 2 Accordingly, the Joint 

1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants From 
Coal and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel­
Fired Electric Utility, Industrial-Commercial- Institutional, and Small Industrial- Commercial-Institutional 
Steam Generating Units, 79 Fed. Reg. 24976 (proposed May 3,2011) (to be codified at 40 C.F.R. Pts. 60 
& 63) ("Proposed Rule"). 
2 The Joint RTO Commenters note that retirement decisions are affected not just by the instant Proposed 
Rule but by the costs of compliance with the suite of EPA rules including the Cross State Air Pollution 



332 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00338 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
27

9

Commentors urge that the EPA consider authorizing a targeted backstop reliability 
safeguard, on a unit-specific basis, to ensure that the compliance deadlines set forth in 
the Proposed Rule do not cause electric grid reliability issues that cannot be remedied 
within the proposed compliance deadline. 

I. BACKGROUND 

A. Description of the Joint RTO Commentors 

ERCOT manages the flow of electric power to 23 million Texas customers­
representing 85 percent of the state's electric load and 75 percent of the Texas land 
area. As the independent system operator for the region, ERCOT schedules power on 
an electric grid that connects 40,500 miles of transmission lines and more than 550 
generation units. ERCOT also manages financial settlement for the competitive 
wholesale bulk-power market and administers customer switching for 6.6 million Texans 
in competitive choice areas. 

MISO is the RTO that provides open-access transmission service and monitors 
the high voltage transmission system throughout the Midwest United States and 
Manitoba, Canada. MISO operates one of the world's largest real-time energy markets 
and has 93,600 miles of transmission lines under its direction in a region with an 
estimated population of 40.3 million. 

NYISO is a federally regulated, nonprofit corporation established to facilitate the 
restructuring of New York's electric industry. NYISO operates a 1 0,775-mile network of 
high-voltage lines that carry electricity throughout the state, serving approximately 19.2 
million customers, and administers the state's wholesale energy markets. NYISO is 
responsible for the New York Control Area which is part of the Eastem Interconnection, 
a vast area of interconnected power systems that cover most of the eastern US and 
Canada. 

PJM serves all or parts of the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Ohio, West Virginia, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey plus the District of Columbia. PJM is responsible for 
both the planning and reliable operation of the bulk power electric grid serving over 58 
million people in its region. PJM manages over 180,000 MW of generation which 
collectively serves a peak demand of over 158,000 MW. 

SPP is based in Little Rock, Arkansas and serves over 6.2 million households, 
with approximately 15.5 million consumers. SPP provides the following services to 
members in nine states: Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. SPP monitors power flow throughout its footprint 
and coordinates regional response in emergency situations or blackouts. 

Rule. the proposed Clean Water Act section 316(b) cooling water intake rule and the Coal Combustion 
Residuals Disposal regulation. 

2 
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B. The Role of RTOs in Ensuring System Reliability 

Pursuant to legislative and regulatory directives, the Joint RTO Commentors are 
charged with ensuring the reliability of the bulk power electric grid in their respective 
footprints. FERC Order No. 20003 and, in the case of ERCOT, Section 39.151 (a)(2) of 
the Public Utility Regulatory Act and Texas PUC Substantive Rule 25.361 (b), charge 
RTOs and ISOs with ensuring the reliable operation of the grid on a daily basis and 
planning transmission to ensure long term grid reliability. In performing these functions, 
the ISOs/RTOs must comply with reliability standards promulgated by the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation, and, where relevant, applicable state 
authority. 4 

ISOs/RTOs do not have authority to build generation or to compel existing 
generation to operate. Rather, the ISO/RTO model is based on a market platform that 
provides financial incentives designed to facilitate generation adequacy consistent with 
applicable reliability standards. By contrast, transmission assets are regulated, and as 
a result, the ISO/RTOs plan for, and have the authority pursuant to their tariffs to direct, 
the expansion of the transmission grid to address reliability issues. 

Under this construct, ISOs/RTOs receive limited notice of a generator unit's 
intent to retire. 5 Specifically, the rules of the Joint RTO Commentors provide for the 
following notice periods: 

• ERCOT - 90 days notice for units taken out of service for periods that 
exceed 180 days (ERCOT Protocol Section 3.14.1.1) 

• MISO - 26 weeks (MISO Tariff section 38.2.7 and Attachment V); 
• NYISO - 180 days for generators larger than 80 MW and 90 dats for 

generators smaller than 80MW (NYSPC Case No. 05-E-0889); 
• PJM 90 days notice (PJM Tariff section 113.1 and 113.2); 
• SPP - 45 days (SPP EIS Protocols Section 12) 

3 Regional Transmission Organizations. Order No. 2000. FERC Stats. & Regs. 1131.089 (1999), order on 
reh'g, Order No. 2000-A, FERC Stats. & Regs. 1131,092 (2000), aff'd sub nom. Pub. Uti!. Dis!. No.1 of 
Snohomish County, Washington v. FERC, 272 F.3d 607 (D.C. Cir. 2001) ("FERC Order No. 2000"). 
4 The Joint RTO Commenters utilize open stakeholder processes as a key feature of their planning 
processes. 

The limited notice requirements reflect the deregulated status of generation, the competitively sensitive 
nature of generator intentions and the influence of changing projections of future natural gas prices on 
~enerator retirement decisions. 

Proceeding on Motion of the Commission to Establish Policies and Procedures Regarding Generation 
Unit Retirements. Order Adopting Notice Requirements for Generation Unit Retirements (issued and 
effective December 20, 2005); see also NYISO Technical Bulletin 185, (establishing procedures for 
generation unit retirements) at http://www.nyiso.comlpubliclwebdocsldocumentsltech bulletins/tb 185.pdf 

3 
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Moreover, FERC has indicated that due to the deregulated status of generation, 
the RTOs do not have authority to simply prohibit units from retiring? Similarly, under 
the deregulated structure of the ERCOT market, ERCOT does not have the authority to 
outright prohibit generation retirements. 

When an ISO/RTO receives notice of a generation retirement, it assesses the 
reliability impact. There are numerous factors that affect the retirement reliability 
assessment. These include, but are not limited to, the operating characteristics of a 
unit, the number of proposed retirements and the location of the units. Based on this 
analysis, the ISO/RTO will plan transmission upgrades as necessary to ensure reliability 
limits are respected. 8 Market response solutions, such as the addition of generation, 
demand response or energy efficiency resources, could also help mitigate reliability 
impacts of retiring generation depending upon their location and are considered by the 
ISO/RTO in its public planning process. 

C. The Impact of EPA's Proposed Rule 

The Joint RTO Commentors are concerned that EPA's Proposed Rule may 
accelerate the number of generation retirements as generation asset owners assess the 
costs of complying with this rule in the context of a host of new environmental 
imperatives being imposed on them. For several, these new requirements could render 
their assets uneconomic in the ISO/RTO market environment. Environmental 
compliance is a cost of doing business in a market environment. However, if the impact 
of the EPA rulemakings increases retirements to the point of creating reliability 
violations without providing for adequate time to respond to the reliability concerns, this 
could undermine the reliability of the electric grid for an unacceptable prolonged period. 

Admittedly, it is difficult to assess the full scope of local and regional reliability 
impacts absent information from each of the asset owners as to their intentions to 
retrofit or retire their units. Unfortunately, those decisions are not fully known at this 
point because they will be driven, in part, by the provisions of the final EPA rules, their 
relationship to other environmental rules and future market conditions such as the 
projected costs of competing fuels and forms of generation. Even if overall regional or 
national levels of capacity remain sufficient, local reliability impacts, the extent of which 
are still unknown, can have a profound effect on ensuring system reliability within 
specific areas that can serve substantial load, such as urban areas.9 

7 See PJM Interconnection, L.L.C., 110 FERC 1161,053 at P 137 (2005) (where FERC stated: "we are 
rejecting the specific language ... that provides that PJM can "require" generators to continue to operate 
for an indeterminate period, because PJM has not adequately shown that it has the authority to require 
~enerators to operate beyond a reasonable notice period,"). 

Ideally, market based solutions would resolve any reliability issues. However, to the extent the market 
does not respond, or cannot respond in a timely fashion, the transmission planning process is designed to 
ensure system capacity is adequate to maintain system reliability. 
9 The Proposed Rule recognized that local reliability impacts were not analyzed. See Proposed Rule at 
25055. 

4 
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Although the impacts cannot be stated with certainty, given the potential reliability 
issues that could result from the impact of this rule within the context of several EPA 
rulemakings, the Joint RTO Commentors respectfully request that the EPA consider 
revisions that provide for an extension process that would, in essence, allow for the 
continued operation of units - "Reliability Critical Units" -- identified by the ISO/RTO 
through its retirement analysis as necessary to maintain grid reliability. As described in 
more detail below, the extension would be tailored to the specific reliability need, and 
would only be effective until such time the reliability issue is remedied via the most 
expeditious and efficient means available, whether that is transmission reinforcements 
and/or through replacement resources. 

D. The Scope of Requested Relief 

As noted, the Joint RTO Commentors are not taking a position on the merits of 
the Proposed Rule itself or the EPA's findings as to the long term health and societal 
benefits of compliance with the Proposed Rule. Rather, the Joint RTO Commentors 
proposed remedy is focused on addressing potential reliability impacts resulting from 
the Proposed Rule which cannot be remedied in time to meet the strict compliance 
deadlines proposed. 

E. The Joint RTO Commentors Proposal for Inclusion of a Reliability 
Safeguard in the Final Rule 

The Joint RTO Commentors also are not asking for a blanket extension of the 
proposed rule's compliance timeframe. The Proposed Rule provides that existing 
generators must comply with the final rule no later than 3 years from the effective date 
of the final rule. A 1-year extension mad' be granted if pollution control equipment is 
being installed to achieve compliance. 1 Further, the Proposed Rule would interpret the 
Clean Air Act such that States can grant the 1-year extension when on-site replacement 
power is being constructed to replace a retiring generating unit. 11 

Given the potential for reliability impacts due to generation retirements, we ask 
that the final rule contain a narrowly-drawn reliability "safety valve" such that a retiring 
generator could be granted an extension for the time needed to implement reliability 
solutions to replace the subject resource. The Final Rule should define a clear up-front 
process, such as use of a "pro forma" Consent Decree, to implement this process. 12 

Depending on the circumstances, as identified by the ISO/RTO to the EPA, the time 
period could be for an additional fourth year under the rule or longer if the 

10 Proposed Rule at 25,054. 
11 Proposed Rule at 25,055. 
12 On a unit-specific basis, an agreed date certain would be determined by the RTO/ISO and provided to 
EPA. The date certain would reflect a realistic estimate as to the time needed for planning and 
constructing transmission upgrades or securing alternative resources to address the specific reliability 
challenges being addressed. 

5 
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circumstances so require. This "safety valve" would be limited to situations where the 
following conditions are met: 

• The asset owner provides notice of retirement to the ISO/RTO within 12 
months of the effective date of the rule, or January 1, 2013, whichever is 
earlier; 

• The ISO/RTO, after analysis through its public planning process, identifies 
the unit as a "Reliability Critical Unit"; and 

• The transmission reinforcements and/or replacement resources 
(generation, demand response and/or targeted energy efficiency) that are 
being installed to mitigate the reliability impacts are expected to take more 
than 3 years to be placed into service.13 

Linking eligibility for the "pro forma" Consent Decree extension to the provision of 
an accelerated notice of retirement is key to this proposal. This advance retirement 
notice could provide at least two years' advance notice of retirement, notwithstanding 
the substantially shorter timeframes that would otherwise apply, as mentioned. The 
Joint RTO Commentors believe that timely notice to the ISO/RTO (and potentially EPA) 
of a unit owner's intentions is critical to ensuring that there is a realistic opportunity for 
the ISO/RTO to plan and direct implementation of transmission upgrades or ensure' 
adequate altemative resources are available to maintain local and regional reliability 
challenges that might result from the retirement. The process would apply on a case-by 
case basis and the Joint RTO Commentors anticipate that it would not need to be 
invoked often, if at all. 

The proposed "safety valve" is intended to provide a "safe harbor" for those 
retiring generators who meet the eligibility criteria - including providing the advanced 
notice of retirement - as outlined above. It provides for a process which is clear to all 
affected parties up front. Moreover, the proposed process is a more cost effective and 
efficient means to address both environmental and reliability goals without having to 
resort to last minute appeals to the Secretary of Energy to exercise his authority under 
Section 202(c) of the Federal Power Act14 and Section 301 (b) of the Department of 
Energy Organization Act15 to order the unit to remain operational. 

The Joint RTO Commentors stand ready to work with the EPA to ensure that this 
reliability safety valve is available in the narrow circumstances described above. 
Incorporating such an approach in the Final Rule will enable the EPA to meet Congress' 

13 The above process is presented as a proposal from the Joint RTO Commenters. The individual RTOs 
pledge to work with the EPA on the specific implementation details of this proposal as applied to their 
region. 
14 16 U,S,C, § 824a(c), 
15 42 U,S,C, § 7151 (b) 

6 
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mandate for environmental compliance embodied in the Clean Air Act while also 
respecting Congress' mandate to ensure the reliability of the bulk power system as per 
the provisions of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 

Respectfully submitted: 

/5/ Craig A. Glazer 
Craig A. Glazer 
Vice President Federal Government 
Policy 
Jennifer H. Tribulski 
Senior Counsel 
PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. 
1200 G Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 2005 
glazec@pjm.com 
tribuj@pjm.com 

/5/ Carl R. Patka 
Carl R. Patka 
Assistant General Counsel 
Ray Stalter 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 
New York Independent System 
Operator, Inc. 
10 Krey Boulevard 
Rensselaer, New York 12144 
cpatka@nyiso.com 
rstalter@nyiso.com 

/5/ Matt Morais 
Matt Morais 
Assistant General Counsel 
ERCOT (Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas) 
7620 Metro Center Drive 
Austin, Texas 78744 
Mmorais@ercot.com 

7 

/5/ Stephen G. Kozey 
Stephen G. Kozey 
Vice President, General Counsel and 
Secretary 
Midwest Independent Transmission 
System Operator, Inc. 
P.O. Box 4202 
Carmel, Indiana 46082-4202 
skozey@misoenergy.org 

/5/ Paul Suskie 
Paul Suskie 
Senior Vice President - Regulatory Policy 
and General Counsel 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
415 North McKinley 
#140 Plaza West 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205 
psuskie@spp.org 
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July 19,2011 CEO Statement Regarding EPA Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 
H.B. !'Trip!' Doggett 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas 

As the independent system operator for the Texas electric grid, we fulfill 
specific responsibilities assigned by the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas and the Texas Legislature - primarily, responsibility for the 
reliability of electricity across the state's main interconnected power 
grid. We are a non-profit organization; we don't own generation or 
transmission; nor do we advocate for or against policy positions except 
in cases where electric grid reliability may be affected. This is one of 
those cases where we believe it is our role to voice our concern that Texas 
could face a shortage of generation necessary to keep the lights on in 
Texas within a few years, if the EPA's Cross-State Rule is implemented as 
written. 

ERCOT's Mayll report to the Public Utility Commission on the impact of the 
proposed environmental regulations did not address the impact of S02 
restrictions on coal plants in ERCOT because these restrictions on Texas 
were not included as part of the EPA's earlier rule proposal. We have not 
had time to fully analyze the entire 1,323-page Cross-State Rule released 
July 7 or to communicate with the generation owners regarding what their 
intentions will be. However, initial implications are that the 802 
requirements for Texas added at the last stage of the rule development will 
have a significant impact on coal generation, which provided 40 percent of 
the electricity consumed in ERCOT in 2010. 

Our concern is that the timing of the new requirements - effective Jan. 1, 
2012 - is unreasonable because it does not allow enough time to implement 
operational responses to ensure reliability. We fear that many of the coal 
plants in ERCOT will be forced to limit or shut down operations in order to 
maintain compliance with the new rule, possibly leading to inadequate 
operating reserve margins with insufficient time to reliably retrofit 
existing generation or build new, replacement generation. 

In the state's deregulated electric market, the generation owner bears the 
risk of investment and decides when and where to build new generation, and 
whether to retire or mothball existing generation, based on market 
conditions. ERCOT's role in the competitive market is to provide an 
outlook for future peak demand and how much generation will be needed to 
maintain long-term reliability of the electric grid. At this time, it is 
not clear that ERCOT operations has adequate tools to maintain long~term 
reliability in the face of the possible loss of a large amount of existing 
base load generation in such a short period of time. 
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Craig A. Glazer 
Vice Presidenl- Federal Government Policy 

PJl\1 Washington Office 

PHO~E (2D2) 423-4743 FAX (2D2) 393-7741 

e-mail: glazec@pjm.com 

PJM'S COMMENTS TO EPA PROPOSED HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANT RULE 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has called for comments to its proposed rule 
establishing national emission standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP). In its comments 
filed today, PJM, the regional grid operator serving the Midwest and Mid-Atlantic region, raises 
concerns as to whether the EPA's analysis adequately captures the potential impact of the EPA 
rule on the need to ensure reliability of the grid in "load pockets" and other congested parts of the 
grid. PJM is charged under law with managing the reliability of the high voltage electric grid. PJM 
operates the high voltage power grid in all or parts of the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and the District of Columbia, an area which includes 58 million people and represents 
20% of the nation's Gross Domestic Product. In addition to its reliability responsibility, PJM is 
charged with the responsibility of planning for the infrastructure development of the transmission 
grid and in that role has studied the potential impact of the rule on system reliability. 

When generating units are permanently shut down, grid planners such as PJM must find 
alternative resources (such as new transmission, demand response, or new generation) to reliably 
maintain electricity supply throughout the system. Although on a regional basis PJM does not 
expect a generation capacity shortfall, there may be local reliability issues that need to be 
addressed to ensure system improvements are in place before generation units retire. EPA's 
analysis did not sufficiently take into account these local reliability impacts. 

In its comments, PJM proposes a targeted remedy to address the potential that insufficient 
time may exist for the deployment of alternative resources in response to the retirement of a plant 
that is otherwise critical for ensuring local reliability. Specifically, PJM proposes that EPA include 
in its Final Rule a "reliability safety valve" for specific units deemed "Reliability Critical Units," where 
an individual unit's shutdown would adversely impact local reliability. 

The key pOints are: 

• Generating plants which otherwise would shutdown but are deemed "Reliability 
Critical Units" by a Regional Transmission Organization (such as PJM) or Reliability 
Coordinator (in non RTO regions) would be eligible for a compliance extension for 
that period needed until alternative resources (either new transmission, generation 
or targeted demand response and energy efficiency programs) are in place to 
address the reliability issue created by the shutdown. 
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• Such Reliability Critical Generating Plants would qualify for the "safe harbor 
extension" (Le. not face penalties for violation of the EPA rule) if they provide the 
Regional Transmission Organization with notice of their intended shutdown at least 
two years before the EPA compliance deadline. Currently, in PJM the rules only 
require generators to provide 90 days' notice. Advanced notice of plant owner's 
intention is critical to ensuring that there is adequate time for the development of 
alternative resources to meet the reliability need resulting from the potential plant 
shutdown. 

The complete set of PJM's comments are posted at www.pjm.com. In addition to its own 
comments, PJM is joining with similar Regional Transmission Organizations in the Midwest 
(MISO), the Southeast (SPP), Texas (ERCOT) and New York (NY ISO), as a group in reiterating 
this need for a reliability safety valve to be incorporated into the Final EPA rule. Those comments 
are also posted at www.pjm.com. 

For more information, contact Craig Glazer, PJM Vice President of Federal Govemment 
Policy at 202-423-4743 or bye-mail atglazec@pjm.com. 

2 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
Mr. Shurtleff, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF MARK L. SHURTLEFF 
Mr. SHURTLEFF. Thank you, Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Mem-

ber Rush, members of the subcommittee. It is an honor to be here 
today with you, and my name is Mark Shurtleff. I am the Attorney 
General for the State of Utah. It is a pleasure to be with all these 
great experts on this panel. I want to just focus if I may my brief 
remarks on one rule that is imminent, and that is the Utility 
MACT which the EPA seems intent on proposing or adopting be-
fore November 16th. 

As I heard Commissioner Spitzer say in the prior panel, the best 
time for analysis is before a rule becomes final. Time is running 
out clearly on this rule. Eighteen Attorneys General including, Mr. 
Chairman, my friend, the Attorney General of Kentucky, Mr. 
Conway, have sent letters to the EPA Administrator asking that 
they withdraw the proposed MACT rule. As the chief legal officers 
of our States, we are most concerned with the rule of law. The EPA 
has clearly failed to assess the impact of that rule on a cumulative 
basis in light of its other promulgated, proposed and pending regu-
lations governing electric power generation, and without the cumu-
lative analysis, neither the EPA, FERC, Congress nor the public 
can truly understand the effect of all these regulations and the reli-
ability of the electric grid and indeed on the economy, on jobs and 
electricity rates to consumers. 

The law requires cumulative analysis. Under Executive Order 
13563 signed by President Obama in January of this year, federal 
agencies must assess the cumulative impact of their proposed regu-
lations including costs and they must tailor them to impose the 
least burden on society. The EPA has failed to do so. 

A cumulative impact analysis is extremely important from a 
practical perspective. If it is adopted, the Utility MACT Rule will 
clearly not operate in isolation. Instead, there are a large number 
of related regulations that EPA has already adopted or has pro-
posed for adoption and is currently considering. Yet Congressman 
Waxman and Chairman Wellinghoff had this interaction about 
whether FERC staff was reliable or unreliable and what they had 
to rely on in order to make their recommendations. The EPA 
should do this. They can do it. The private sector has done cumu-
lative analysis and the results are very disturbing. 

As just mentioned by Commissioner McKinney, the American Co-
alition for Clean Coal Electricity, ACCCE, commissioned the highly 
regarded National Economic Research Association to prepare a re-
port, and they just looked at just two regulations, the Cross-State 
Air Pollution Rule, which Ranking Member Rush mentioned ought 
to be something studied, but they looked at that and the Utility 
MACT Rule and said it would be a serious blow to the economy, 
as mentioned, a net loss. Now, this takes into consideration—I 
think Mr. Inslee earlier in the prior panel mentioned jobs created. 
They said there would be 430,000 jobs created but 1.8 million lost, 
so the net loss would be 1.4 million jobs by 2020. The combination 
of those two regulations would also be a substantial increase in 
costs, in some places as much as 23 percent increase in the cost 
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of electricity prices, could be a total of $184 billion in the next 20 
years. 

So last week’s cascading blackout in the southwestern United 
States clearly shows what we all know already, and that is, the 
grid if very interdependent, that these disruptions in one location 
can have far-reaching consequences. So the EPA should not proceed 
with the whole suite of regulations designed to restructure the util-
ity industry without that careful and complete analysis as required 
by law. 

Now, the EPA is claiming that it has to move forward with these 
proposed utility MACT rules under a federal consent decree. Lis-
ten, I understand, we have been under federal consent decrees and 
we can’t get out from under them. I get that. But they—and that 
consent decree says they have to do this by November 16th, 2 
months away. However, you need to know that the EPA agreed to 
that deadline. They proposed that deadline. So I think it is wrong 
for a federal agency to avoid its legal responsibilities by hiding be-
hind a deadline of its own creation, that consent decree, and you 
have to understand, the consent decree is not hard and fast, either. 
They can clearly seek an extension for good cause shown. Clearly, 
this is a case of good cause for extending the deadline as required 
by law. 

Unfortunately, it seems like they are going to go forward. They 
will take action with this ill-advised regulation that is proposed, 
and so I would urge Congress to take whatever action it can. If 
EPA goes forward on November 16th and adopts the utility MACT, 
whatever you can do, to enact legislation that would defer that rule 
and other major power sector regulations at least and until they 
fulfill their responsibility under the law to perform a cumulative 
impact analysis. You know, State officials, we protect not only in-
terests of local jobs and the economy and electric reliability but 
what the law mandates, and we would ask you to hold the EPA to 
that requirement as well. 

Thank you, sir. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Shurtleff follows:] 
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Testimony of Mark L. Shurtleff, 
Attorney General of Utah, 

Before the House Committee on Energy and Commerce 

The American Energy Initiative: Impacts of the Environmental Protection Agency's New 
and Proposed Power Sector Regulations on Electric Reliability 

September 15, 2011 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify here today. 

As the Attorney General of the State of Utah, 1 am deeply concerned about recent actions 

taken by the Environmental Protection Agency in proposing new regulations to govern the 

people of my State. Of particular concern to me is the so-called Utility MACT Rule,' which the 

EPA now seems intent on adopting on or before November 16,2011. Last month, I filed 

comments with the EPA in objection to that proposed rule. Indeed, eighteen Attorneys General 

from across the country - both Republicans arid Democrats - filed several letters 0 bj ecting to 

that proposal? 

The substance of my objections was that EPA had failed to assess the impact of the rule -

on a cumulative basis - in light of all of its now-promulgated regulations, proposed regulations, 

and impending regulations governing electric power generation. Without such a cumulative 

analysis, neither EPA nor the public can understand the effect of all of these regulations on the 

" "Maximum Achievable Control Technology Rule." 
2 2 The other Attorneys Generals who submitted objections are: Hon. Luther Strange (R-
Alabama); Hon. John Burns (R - Alaska); Hon. Dustin McDaniel (D Arkansas); Hon. Thomas 
Horne (R Arizona); lIon. Pam Bondi (R - Florida); Hon. Leonardo Rapadas (I -- Guam); Hon. 
Gregory Zoeller (R - Indiana); Hon. Derek Schmidt (R Kansas); Hon. Jack Conway (D -
Kentucky); Hon. James Caldwell (R - Louisiana); Hon. Bill Schuette (R - Michigan); Hon. Jon 
Bruning (R - Nebraska); Hon. Wayne Stenehjem (R - North Dakota); Hon. Mike DeWine (R 
Ohio); Hon. E. Scott Pruitt (R Oklahoma); and Hon. Alan Wilson (R South Carolina); and 
Hon. Marty Jackley (R - South Dakota) 
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reliability of the electric grid and, indeed, on the economy, jobs, and electricity rates to 

consumers. 

Failing to cumulatively address the effect of such wide-sweeping regulatory activity is 

not only bad public policy, it is fundamentally at odds with the law. The President of the United 

States has given fcdcral agencies clear directions about the procedures they must follow when 

they propose new regulations. Under an Executive Order issued by President Obama in January 

2011 - Executive Order No. 13,563 - it is not cnough for federal agencies to assess the effect of 

their regulations piecemeal. Instead, the Executive Order requires federal agencies to assess the 

cumulative impact of their proposed regulations.J In proposing the Utility MACT Rule, the 

EPA violated this Executive Order because it did not perform any cumulative impact 

assessment. It was for this reason that I, along with several other Attorneys General - of both 

parties - called on the EPA to withdraw its proposed Utility MACT Rule, at least until such time 

as that agency conducts a cumulative impact analysis, as directed by the President. 

The legal analysis that supports our position is set forth - chapter and verse - in the letter 

that we submitted to the EPA and that is attached to my written testimony filed with the 

Committee. Rather than repeat all those details here, let me point out that President Obama's 

Executive Order on this point was not entirely new. Instead, it supplemented and reaffirmed a 

previous Executive Order issued by President Bill Clinton in 1993. 

1 J 

What President Clinton said - and what President Obama reaffirmed is this: 

Each agency shall tailor its regulations to impose the least burden on society, 
including individuals, businesses of differing sizes, and other entities (including 
small communities and governmental entities), consistent with obtaining 

See 76 Fed. Reg. 3, 821 (Jan. 18,2011). 

2 
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regulatory objectives, taking into account, among other things, and to the extent 
practicable, the costs of cumulative regulations. 4 

This requirement to take into account thc cost of cumulative regulations goes back at 

least as far as President Ronald Reagan, whose own Executive Order required federal agencies, 

when they propose new regulations, to "tak[ e 1 into account the condition of the particular 

industries affected by regulations ... and other regulatory actions contemplatedfor the future.") 

(Executive Order No. 12,291, in I 981.)l 

When President Reagan, President Clinton and President Obama all agree on how federal 

agencies need to conduct themselves and spanning what is now three decades - you would 

think that EPA would get the message and act accordingly. Unfortunately, EPA did not get the 

message. It proposed the Utility MACT Rule without performing a cumulative impact analysis. 

It has not used cumulative analysis to inform any of its other power sector rulemaking activity. 

And that is simply wrong. 

Now let me be clear: I did not file comments with the EPA, and I did not come to 

Washington today, to complain about a mere technicality. Performing a cumulative impact 

analysis is extremely important from a practical perspective. If it is adopted, the Utility MACT 

Rule will not operate in isolation. Instead, there are a large number of related regulations that 

EPA has already adopted, proposed for adoption, or is currently considering proposing." 

4 4 Executive Order No. 12,866, 58 Fed. Reg. 51,735,51,736 (Sept. 30,1993) 
(emphasis added). 
,5 See 46 Fed. Reg. 13,193 (Feb. 19,1981) (emphasis added). 
,6 These regulations include: (a) EPA's now final regulations for "PSD" and "Title V" 
permitting for greenhouse gas emissions, the S02 and N02 NAAQS, and the Cross-State Air 
Pollution Rule, (b) the currently proposed Utility MACT Rule, coal ash rule and "316(b)" water 
intake structure rule, and (c) the impending rules for greenhouse gas ncw source performance 
standards for electric generators, new particulate mattcr NAAQS, and new ozone NAAQS 
(which, although delayed, are still on EPA's agenda). 

3 
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EPA should have conducted an analysis of how society will be impacted by the Utility 

MACT Rule, acting together with these othcr rules. Although the EPA has failed to do so, the 

privatc scctor has done so - and the results arc very disturbing. 

The American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity ("ACCE"), commissioned the highly­

regarded National Economic Research Associates ("NERA") to prepare a report. The initial 

NERA report shows that the combination of just two of these regulations, the Cross-State Air 

Pollution Rule and the Utility MACT Rule, will be a serious blow to the economy, causing a net 

loss of 1.4 million jobs by 2020!7 The combination of the two regulations will also cause a 

substantial increase in retail electricity prices, with the price increase estimated to top 23 percent 

in some areas of the country. Even for states where the projected increase may be small, we are 

- at the end of the day - one nation, and we prosper most when we all prosper together. These 

electricity price increases will cause direct harm in the states were they occur; but they will also 

cause indirect harm in other states as well. 

I must emphasize that EPA has no credible basis for stating that these harms will not 

occur because, unlike the private sector, that agency has not conducted a cumulative impact 

analysis even though the President's Executive Order requires it. 

The issue is not just the cost of electricity and the impact these costs will have on jobs 

and the economy. The reliability of the electric grid may be at stake as well. The events of last 

week illustrate why I am so concerned about this issue. What evidently was a mistake by a 

single utility worker at a facility in Yuma, Arizona, triggered a cascading effect that ended up 

blacking out almost 5 million people from Mexico to Orange County, California. According to 

press reports, during the outage, schools and businesses including gas stations - were forced to 

7 7 "The report can be found at http://www.americaspower.org INERA CATR MACT 29.pdf. 

4 
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close; commuters jammed l'Oadways; the medically-fragile packed hospitals; and at least two 

sewage pumps failed; and that failure, in turn, contmninated a lagoon and a river that feeds into 

San Diego Bay. These events show that our electric grid is not only very interdependent, but 

that disruptions in one location can have far-reaching consequences. In light of these events, one 

would hope and expect that our nation's regulators would not proceed with a suite of regulations 

designed to restructure the utility industry without careful and complete analysis. Yet that has 

not happened with EPA's regulations. 

In criticizing the EPA, I am aware that the agency is operating under a consent decree in 

the case of American Nurses Association v. Jackson. In that case, the EPA agreed to adopt a 

final rule for coal-fired and oil-fired electric generating units by November 16, 2011 -- now just 

two months away.' Perhaps, that looming deadline is the excuse it will use to explain its failure 

to conduct a cumulative impact analysis as the Executive Order requires. But the EPA did not 

have to agree to that deadline; and it is simply wrong for a federal agency to avoid its legal 

responsibilities by hiding behind a deadline of its own creation. 

In any event, the deadline is not hard and fast. The smne consent decree allows the EPA 

to go back to the court and seek an extension of time "for good cause shown." Certainly, there 

is "good cause" for extending the court-supervised deadline when the agency has yet to consider 

the cumulative impact of the Utility MACT Rule in combination with the other rules it has 

already adopted and/or is now developing. 

Hopefully, the EPA will seek such an extension. However, it is very unlikely that the 

EPA will take any action that would in any way slow down the ill-advised regulation that it has 

g 8 American Nurses Assoc. v. Jackson, No. 1:08-02198 (D.D.C.) (consent decree dated 
April, 2010). 

5 
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proposed. And so, the matter now becomes an appropriate subject of Congressional action. I 

urge Congress to propose and enact legislation that defers the Utility MACT Rule and EPA's 

other major power sector regulations, at least until a cUlllulative impact analysis can be 

performed. 

6 
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STATE ATTORNEYS GENERAL 
A Communication from the CbiefLegal Officer of the States of 

Arizona, Florida, Guam, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Ohio, Oklahoma and Utah. 

Hon. LisaP. Jackson 
Administrator 

August 4, 2011 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA Headquarten; - Ariel Ross Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Mail Code: 1l0lA 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Re: Proposed UtilityMACT Rule: 
EPA-HQ-OAR~2009-0234; EPA-Hq-OAR-2011.0044 

Dear Ms. Jackson: 

As State Attorneys General, we are writing because of our concern about the lawfulness 
of the procedures followed by the Environmental Protection Agency (UEP A', in developing its 
recently proposed regulation, "Maximum Achievable Control Technology Rule" for utilities 
("Utility MACT Rule"). 

In our view, the EPA has not abided by the direction given to federal agencies -
including the EPA - by President Barrack Obama with respect to the procedures that agencies 
must follow to assess the cumulative impact of their proposed regulations. See Executive Order 
No. 13,563, 76 Fed. Reg. 3, 821 (Jan. 18, 2011). Given this lack of compliance, we ask that 
your agency withdraw its proposed Utility MACT Rule, at least until such time as your agency 
conducts a cumulative impact analysis, as directed by the President. 

President Obama issued Executive Order No. 13,563 in order to make it clear that federal 
agencies are to assess the cost of cumulative regulations when they propose to impose new 
requirements on society, including businesses. His Executive Order "is supplemental to and 
reaftirms the principles, structures, and definitions governing conternpor~ regulatory review 
that were established in Executive Order 12,866 of September 30, 1993." Thus, in order to 
ascertain the full effect of Executive Order No. 13,563, it is necessary to tum to the previous 
Executive Order, cited by President Obama, on this subject. 

Issued by President Bill Clinton, Executive Order 12,866 provides: 

Executive Order No. 13,563,76 Fed. Reg. 3,821 (Jan. 18,2011). 
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Sign..Qn re Proposed Utility MACT Rule 
August 4. 2011 
Page 2 

Each agency shall tailor its regulations to impose the least burden on society, 
including individuals, businesses of differing sizes, and other entities (including 
small communities and governmental entities), consistent with obtaining 
regulatory objectives, taking into account, among other things, and to the extent 
practicable. the costs a/cumulative rBgulatiofls. l 

This focus on a cumulative analysis reflects the view that government regulations should 
be examined for their overall effect, and not simply looked at in isolation. As Executive Order 
No. 12,866 explains, "[i]n deciding whether and how to regulate, agencies should assess all costs 
and benefits of available regulatory alternatives.,,3 

In evaluating the proposed Utility MACT Rule, a cumulative impact analysis is 
especially important because of the large number of related regulations the EPA has adopted, has 
proposed for adoption, andlor is currently considering proposing. Although EPA has not 
conducted its own cumulative analysis, the private sector has done so, focusing on the combined 
impact of the proposed Utility MACT Rule and the recently-adopted Transport Rule (alkJa 
Cross-8tate Air Pollution Rule). 

As you may know from the comments filed in opposition to the Utility MACT Rule, the 
American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity ("ACCE"), commissioned the highly-regarded 
National Economic Research Associates (''NERA'') to prepare a report. The initial NERA report 
shows that the combination of the Transport Rule and the Utility MACT Rule will be a serious 
blow to the economy, causing a net loss of 1.4 million jobs by 2020.4 The combination of the 
two regulations will also cause a substantial increase in retail electricity prices, with the price 
increase estimated to top 23 percent in some areas of the country. 

In our judgment, it would be arbitrary and capricious for your agency to adopt the 
proposed Utility MACT Rule without conducting a cumulative impact analysis. Even without 
Executive Orders No. 13,563 and 12.866, the dire results of the privately-commissioned NERA 
analysis would make it irresponsible for your agency to do so. Given President Obama's 
directive - as set forth in those Executive Orders - we believe that it is especially inappropriate 
for your agency to proceed on its current course. 

Executive Order No. 12,866,58 Fed. Reg. 51,735, 51,736 (Sept. 30, 1993) (emphasis added). 
rt should also be noted that the requirement for a cumulative impact analysis dates back to 
President Ronald Reagan, who required federal agencies, when they propose new regulations to 
"tak[ e J into account the condition of the particular industries affected by regulations ... and 
other regulatory actions contemplated/or theforure.") (emphasis added). See Executive Order 
No. 12,291,46 Fed. Reg. 13,193 (Feb. 19, 1981). 
3 Id. (emphasis added). 
4 The report can be found at htm:llwww.americaspower.org INERA CATR MACT 29.pd£ 
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Sign-On re Proposed Utility MACT Rule 
August 4, 2011 
Page 3 

We ask that the proposed Utility MACT Rule be withdrawn until full compliance with 
those Executive Orders is achieved. 

Tn making this request, we recognize that you have agreed to a consent decree that gives 
you a November 16, 2011 deadline for adopting a final rule governing coal- and oil-fired electric 
generating units.s We also recognize, however, that the deadline is not set in stone, and that you 
are able to ask the court to extend the deadline "for good cause shown." The need for your 
agency to conduct a cumulative analysis - as required by Executive Orders No. 13,563 and 
12,866 - would certainly constitute good cause, and we would be pleased to support the need for 
an extended deadline if you ask the court to grant it. 

{)~~ 
Pam Bondi 
Attorney General of Florida 

//~ 
Leonardo M. Rapadas 
Attorney General of Guam 

~;iL 
Gregory F. Zoeller 
Attorney General ofTndiana 

Derek Schmidt 
Attorney General of Kansas 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Horne 
Attorney General of Arizona 

c::.:jk "0 
Jack Conway 
Attorney General of Kentucky 

1nl4 b. '""~ 
Mike DeWine 
Attorney General ofObio 

;£&eJILf 
E. Scott Pruitt 
Attorney General of Oklahoma 

~~~ 

Mark L. Shurtleff 
Attorney General of Utah 

S See American Nurses Assoc. v. Jackson, No.1 :08-02198 (D.D.C.). 
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Summary of Testimony of Mark L. Shurtleff, Attorney General of Utah, 
llcfore the House Committee on Enct·gy and Commerce - September 15,2011 

EPA is likely to adopt the Utility MACT Rule by November 16, 2011. But, EPA has 

failed to assess the impact of the rule on a cumulative basis - in light of other promulgated and 

proposed regulations. Thus, neither EPA nor the public can understand the effect of all of these 

regulations on the reliability of the electric grid, or on the economy, jobs, and electricity rates. 

The law requires a cumulative analysis. Under Executive Order 13,563, issued in 

January 2011, federal agencies must assess the cumulative impact of proposed regulations. EPA 

failed to do so. A cumulative impact analysis is also important from a practical perspective. If 

adopted, the Utility MACT Rule will not operate in isolation. There arc many related 

regulations that EPA has already adopted or has proposed or is currently considering proposing. 

The private sector has conducted a cumulative analysis, and the results are very 

disturbing. A report prepared by the National Economic Research Associates ("NERA") shows 

that the combination of just two regulations, the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule and the Utility 

MACT Rule, will cause (a) a net loss of 1.4 million jobs by 2020, and (b) a substantial increase 

in retail electricity prices, with the increase estimated to top 23 percent in some areas. 

Moreover, reliability of the electric grid is an issue. Last week's cascading blackout in 

the Southwest shows that our electric grid is very interdependent and that disruptions in one 

location can have far-reaching consequences. EPA should not proceed with a suite of 

regulations designed to restructure the utility industry without careful and complete analysis. 

The EPA is under a consent decree to adopt a final rule for coal-fired and oil-fired electric 

generating units by November 16,2011. But the EPA did not have to agree to that deadline; and 

it is simply wrong for an agency to avoid its legal responsibilities by using a deadline of its own 

creation. Moreover, the deadline is not hard and fast. The consent decree allows the EPA to 

seek an extension "for good cause shown." There is "good cause" for an extension when the 

agency has yet to consider the cumulative impact of the Utility MACT Rule. 

Unfortunately, it seems unlikely that the EPA will take any action that would slow down 

the ill-advised regulation that it has proposed. I urge Congress to propose and enact legislation 

that defers the Utility MACT Rule and EPA's other major power sector regulations, at least until 

a cumulative impact analysis can be performed. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
Mr. Doggett, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF H.B. DOGGETT 

Mr. DOGGETT. Good morning, Chairman Whitfield, Ranking 
Member Rush and members of the subcommittee. I am Trip 
Doggett, the CEO of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas. I 
have a brief footprint above you on the slip of the ERCOT territory. 
We are the independent system operator that manages the flow of 
electric power to around 23 million Texans representing about 85 
percent of our electric load in the State and 75 percent of the land 
area. You have asked me to come before the subcommittee today 
to discuss our report on the impacts of the Cross-State Air Pollu-
tion Rule on the ERCOT system. 

I will start by saying that I am not here to take a position on 
the merits of the rule. I am here to express my reliability concerns 
with the implementation timeline of the rule. As Mr. Terry men-
tioned earlier, in the proposed Clean Air Transport Rule, Texas 
was only included in the peak season NOx program and in the final 
rule, which is now known as the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, 
which I will refer to as CSAPR, Texas is included in the annual 
SO2 and annual NOx programs as well as the peak season NOx 
program, and in Texas, the annual SO2 limits appear to be the 
most restrictive. 

In July, our Public Utility Commission of Texas asked us to re-
view the impacts of the final rule, and I will highlight the rules ef-
fective on January 1, 2012, so our analysis was focused on the 
near-term reliability implications. We consulted with the owners of 
our coal-fired generating resources to determine their plans for rule 
compliance. The individual resource owner compliance strategies 
were reviewed and aggregated to determine the implications for 
overall ERCOT system reliability. It is important to note that our 
analysis did not include a calculation of the cost for compliance for 
resource owners or the impact on electricity market prices. 

Based on the information provided by the resource owners, we 
developed three possible scenarios of impacts. In what I will refer 
to as kind of the best case, our first scenario models successful im-
plementation of their compliance plans. In this scenario, the incre-
mental capacity reductions due to CSAPR are expected to be ap-
proximately 3,000 megawatts in the off-peak months and approxi-
mately 1,200 to 1,400 megawatts in the peak months. You heard 
earlier today that Luminant announced this week that they would 
shut down 1,200 megawatts of their generation to comply with the 
rule, and that 1,200 megawatts was included in our analysis that 
reflects 1,200 to 1,400 in the peak months. What happens is, capac-
ity reductions in the off-peak months are expected to occur so that 
they can save their allowances until the peak months. We have a 
healthy reserve margin within Texas. However, I will highlight 
that with our reserve margin of over 17 percent, during this past 
month of August, if ERCOT had experienced the incremental re-
ductions in available generation that we expect to occur from 
CSAPR, customers in our region would have experienced rotating 
outages during the month of August. 
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We also examined two other risks in scenario two. We recognized 
daily dispatching of units that were designed for baseline would in-
crease potentially that impact to 5,000 megawatts in off-peak, sce-
nario three, up to 6,000 in the off-peak months. Scenario three is 
related to the availability of low-sulfur coal. 

I will summarize by saying when the final CSAPR rule was an-
nounced in July, it included Texas in some compliance programs 
that ERCOT and our resource owners had reasonably believed 
would not apply to Texas. In addition, the implementation timeline 
by January 2012 does not provide ERCOT or our resource owners 
enough time to analyze the impacts. If the implementation dead-
line for CSAPR were significantly delayed, it would expand our op-
tions for maintaining system reliability. I think you have heard 
consistently from the FERC commissioners that this is not a one- 
size-fits-all issue of reliability and certainly within Texas we do 
have reliability issues with the implementation timeline. 

Thank you for inviting me. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Doggett follows:] 
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Good morning, Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush and members of the 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power. My name is Trip Doggett and I am CEO of the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas. ERCOT manages the flow of electric power to 23 million Texas 
customers --representing 85% of the electric load in the state and 75% of the land area. You 
have asked me to come before the Subcommittee today to discuss our report on the impacts of 
the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) on the ERCOT system. Thank you for the opportunity 

to testify here today. 

Summary 

In July, ERCOT was asked by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT), to evaluate the 
impacts of the CSAPR on the reliability of the ERCOT grid. The ERCOT analysis included 
meetings with representatives of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, review of the compliance strategies provided by the owners 
of coal-fired resources in the ERCOT region, and consolidation of these compliance strategies 
for purposes of evaluating system-wide impacts. 

Based on the information provided by the resource owners, ERCOT developed three scenarios 
of potential impacts from CSAPR. The first scenario, derived directly from the compliance plans 
of individual resource owners, indicates that ERCOT will experience a generation capacity 
reduction of approximately 3,000 MW during the off-peak months of March, April, October and 
November, and 1,200 -1,400 MW during the other months of the year, including the peak load 
months of June, July and August. Scenario 2, which incorporates the potential for increased 
unit maintenance outages due to repeated daily dispatch of traditionally base-load coal units, 
results in a generation capacity reduction of approximately 3,000 MW during the off-peak 
months of March and April; 1,200 1,400 MW during the remainder of the first nine months of 
the year; and approximately 5,000 MW during the fall months of October, November and 
possibly into December. Scenario 3 includes the impacts noted for Scenario 2, along with 
potential impacts from limited availability of imported low-sulfur coal. This scenario results in a 
generation capacity reduction of approximately 3,000 MW during the off-peak months of 
March and April; 1,200 -1,400 MW during the remainder of the first nine months of the year; 
and approximately 6,000 MW during the fall months of October, November and possibly into 
December. 

When the CSAPR rule was announced in July, it included Texas in compliance programs that 
ERCOT and its resource owners had reasonably believed would not be applied to Texas. In 
addition, the rule required implementation within five months - by January 2012. The 
implementation timeline provides ERCOT an extremely truncated period in which to assess the 
reliability impacts of the rule, and no realistic opportunity to take steps that could even partially 
mitigate the substantial losses of available operating capacity described in the scenarios 
examined in this report. In short, the CSAPR implementation date does not provide ERCOT and 
its resource owners a meaningful window for taking steps to avoid the loss of thousands of 
megawatts of capacity, and the attendant risks of outages for Texas power users. 

If the implementation deadline for CSAPR were significantly delayed, it would expand options 
for maintaining system reliability. ERCOT is advancing changes in market rules - such as 
increasing ERCOT's ability to control the number and timing of unit outages and expanding 
demand response - that could help avert emergency conditions. These measures will not, 
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however, avoid the losses in capacity due to CSAPR that increase the risk of such emergencies. 
As discussed in this report, those losses will, at best, present significant operating challenges for 
ERCOT, both in meeting ever-increasing peak demand and in managing off-peak periods in 2012 
and beyond. 

Introduction 

ERCOT was asked by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) in the Open Meeting on July 
8, 2011, to evaluate the impacts of the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) on the reliability 
of the ERCOT grid. The final language of the CSAPR was released by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) on July 6, 2011, and was published in the Federal Register on August 8, 
2011. 

The CSAPR is one of several environmental rules proposed by EPA that affect electric 
generation. The CSAPR includes three separate compliance programs: an annual SO, program, 
an annual NOx program, and a peak season NOx program (for emissions during the peak ozone 
season of May - September). In the proposed rule (then known as the Clean Air Transport Rule 
[CATR]), Texas was only included in the peak season NOx program. Based on the proposed rule, 
an ERCOT study completed on June 21, 2011, evaluating the expected impacts of the pending 
regulations, did not include any incremental impacts from the CATR on the ERCOT system. 

In the CsAPR rule actually adopted by the EPA, however, Texas is included in all three 
compliance programs - the peak season NOx program, the annual NOx program, and the annual 
SO, program. The implementation date for the CsAPR is January 1, 2012. 

In order to accomplish this review, ERCOT undertook several activities. 

ERCOT reviewed documentation published on the EPA web-site regarding the rule. 

ERCOT met with representatives of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) and the EPA. 

• ERCOT consulted with environmental experts from several of the generating entities in 
the ERCOT region whose facilities were likely to be affected by the CsAPR regulations. 
The purpose of these meetings was to ascertain the likely compliance plans for those 
resources owners. 

These compliance plans were aggregated so that ERCOT could evaluate the likely 
impacts to grid reliability. 

Rule Description 

The CSAPR is being implemented in order to address the interstate transport of sulfur dioxide 
(SO,) and nitrogen oxides (NOx). The rule is a replacement for the Clean Air Interstate Rule 
(CAIR), which was implemented in 2005. The CAIR was remanded to the EPA by the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in 2008. In the CAIR program, Texas 
was regulated for particulate matter emissions (annual NOx and SO, emissions). 

Under CsAPR, generating units in Texas will be regulated for annual emission of SO, and NOx, as 
well as emissions of NOx during the peak season (May - September). Each unit will be given a 
set allocation of emissions allowances. At the end of the calendar year, resource owners must 
turn in one allowance for each ton of emissions or be subject to penalties. Intra-state trading of 
allowances between resource owners is unlimited in the rule. However, interstate trading of 
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allowances is capped - no state can have annual net imports of allowances of more than 
approximately 18% of the total state allocation of allowances. If this limit is exceeded, any 
resource owner that contributed to the excessive use of imported allowances will be subject to 
penalties. 

Resource owners in Texas are permitted to trade 502 allowances with resource owners in 
Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina. Trading of NOx emissions 
will be allowed with states as depicted on the following map. 

Figure 1: States Included in the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 

Resource owners who have emissions in excess of their annual allocations will have their next 
year's allocations reduced by one allowance for each excess ton of emissions, plus a penalty of 
two additional allowances for each excess ton. In addition, the Clean Air Act includes provisions 
for civil lawsuits in the event of non-compliance. Non-compliance penalties under the CSAPR 
program are substantial, and can reach up to $37,500 per violation per day. In addition to 
program penalties, failure to comply can subject entities to the risk of civil penalties, lawsuits by 
private parties, and criminal liability. 

© 2011 Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved. 4 
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Compliance Options 

Resource owners have several near-term compliance options to meet the emisSions limits 
established by the CsAPR. In order to reduce 502 emissions, lower sulfur content fuel can be 
used. In the case of plants that are currently burning lignite coal, or a mix of lignite and sub­
bituminous coals (such as coal from the Powder River Basin [PRB] region of northwest 
Wyoming), increasing the use of low sulfur western coal will reduce 502 emissions. Units that 
currently are being fueled exclusively by western sub-bituminous coals can be switched in 
whole or in part to ultra-low-sulfur western coals. 

In the near-term, the demand for lower sulfur coal is expected to exceed the mining capacity 
and/or the railroad capacity necessary to deliver the coal to Texas. In addition, the use of lower 
sulfur coals can result in unit capacity derates due to increased heat content of the fuel. Unit 
modifications to resolve any such derates may require modifications to the unit's air emissions 
permit. 

Existing 502 control equipment, such as wet-limestone scrubbers, can be utilized more 
frequently than is current practice, and in some cases the effectiveness of this equipment can 
be increased. This option only applies to a small subset of coal plants in ERCOT, and the use of 
scrubbers results in a decrease in maximum net output from the affected units of about 1 to 2 
percent. 

The use of dry sorbent injection is another compliance option to reduce 50 2 emissions. Dry 
sorbent compounds, such as sodium bicarbonate and trona, can be injected into a flue duct 
where they react with 502 (and acid gases) to form compounds that can be removed using an 
electrostatic precipitator (ESP) or baghouse. Resource owners exploring this option anticipate 
that it will provide a 25 - 30% reduction in emissions of 502 on units without existing 502 

control equipment. The use of dry sorbent injection may require public notice or air permit 
modification. 

Most of the low cost options to reduce NOx emissions have been utilized to comply with 
existing air quality regulations. Further reductions will likely require high capital cost unit 
retrofits, including the addition of selective non-catalytic reduction (sNCR) or selective catalytic 
reduction (sCR) technologies. Any such unit changes would require several years for 
permitting, design and construction. 

The remaining option for reducing 502 and NOx emissions will be reducing unit output, either 
through dispatching units down to minimum levels during the off-peak hours and up to 
maximum capacity during peak afternoon hours, or through extended unit outages. Some of 
the traditionally base-loaded units will experience increased maintenance outages due to this 
daily dispatch pattern. These same base-load units have long start-up requirements, which 
could make them unavailable for operation during some off-peak extreme weather events. 

Study Methodology 

In order to evaluate the potential impacts associated with implementation of the CsAPR, ERCOT 
met with representatives of the TCEQ and the EPA to evaluate details of the rule and its 
implementation. ERCOT also reviewed compliance strategies provided by the owners of coal­
fired resources in the ERCOT region. ERCOT consolidated these compliance strategies for 
purposes of evaluating system-wide impacts. 

© 2011 Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved, 5 
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CSAPR Impacts 

The compliance strategies of individual resource owners were compiled and consolidated to 
determine the aggregate impacts on the ERCOT system. This analysis indicates that, of the 
three C5APR programs, the annual 50 2 program is likely to be the most restrictive on the ERCOT 
system. Even though individual units may have emissions in excess of the peak season or 
annual NOx limits, Texas as a whole is likely to be below the state-wide limit, indicating that 
resource owners can achieve compliance through trading of NOx emissions allowances. An 
extended hot summer, such as the one experienced in 2011, may result in limited availability of 
peak season NOx emissions, and a need to obtain additional allowances from out-of-state. 

In consolidating the compliance strategies from the resource owners, it became apparent that 
each resource owner was assuming a level of effectiveness of the various compliance options 
identified. While many of these compliance plans are likely to be adequate, given the risks 
associated with each compliance option, it is unlikely that all of the resource owners' plans will 
function as designed. For example, the use of dry sorbent injection on the scale required to 
attain compliance at certain facilities may perform as anticipated, but its use in this context is 
novel and may involve unexpected complications. As a result, ERCOT has developed three 
compliance scenarios in order to assess the potential risks to the system based on different 
assumptions regarding implementation of compliance strategies. 

The first scenario is derived directly from the compliance plans of individual resource owners. 
Based on the information that ERCOT has been given, in this scenario, the ERCOT region will 
experience an incremental reduction in available operating capacity of approximately 3,000 
MW in the off-peak months of March, April, October and November, and an operating capacity 
reduction of 1,200 - 1,400 MW during the other months of the year, including the peak load 
months of June, July and August. Capacity reductions in the off-peak months are expected to 
be greater because power prices are lower during these periods, making them a more 
attractive time for resource owners to take extended outages to conserve allocated allowances. 

The second scenario is derived from the first, but includes the additional assumption that the 
increased dispatching of base-load units will lead to increased maintenance outages, especially 
in the fall months. Over the course of the spring months it may become increasingly apparent 
that dispatching specific units is leading to extensive maintenance requirements. In these cases 
it may be cost-effective to idle these units rather than dispatch them down to minimum levels 
during off-peak hours. These units would likely be run through the summer peak months, but 
then would be idled for an extended period in the fall in order to conserve allocated 
allowances. Given this additional constraint, it is likely that ERCOT would experience an 
incremental loss of approximately 3,000 MW of capacity in the off-peak months of March and 
April, approximately 1,200 - 1,400 MW during the remainder of the first nine months of the 
year, and approximately 5,000 MW of capacity during the fall months of October, November 
and possibly into December. 

The third scenario is derived from the second, with the added consideration of possible near­
term market limitations on the availability of imported low-sulfur coals, either due to 
nationwide demand exceeding mine output capacity or railroad shipping capacity. In the event 
of such limitations, coal plant resource owners would be forced to rely on higher sulfur coals 
during the spring and the peak season summer months. As a result, they would be forced to 
further reduce unit output in the fall months, beyond what is currently included in their 
compliance strategy, and could be required to decommit additional capacity in October and 
November in order to conserve allocated allowances. As a result, given these assumptions, it is 
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likely that EReOT would experience an incremental loss of approximately 3,000 MW of capacity 
in the off-peak months of March and April, approximately 1,200 - 1,400 MW during the 
remainder of the first nine months of the year, and approximately 6,000 MW of capacity during 
the fall months of October, November and possibly into December. 

Discussion 

The scenarios analyzed in this study represent best-case (Scenario 1), and two cases with 
increasing impacts to system reliability. Scenarios 2 and 3 are based on the occurrence of 
events that are reasonably foreseeable given the circumstances facing generation resources 
attempting to comply with the eSAPR. Even in the best-case scenario, EReOT is expected to 
experience a reduction in available operating capacity of 1,200 - 1,400 MW during the peak 
season of 2012 due to implementation of the eSAPR. Had this incremental reduction been in 
place in 2011, EReOT would have experienced rotating outages during days in August. Off-peak 
capacity reductions in the three scenarios evaluated as part of this study, when coupled with 
the annual maintenance outages that must be taken on other generating units and typical 
weather variability during these periods, also place EReOT at increasing risk of emergency 
events, including rotating outages of customer load. 

There are numerous unresolved questions associated with the impacts of the eSAPR on the 
EReOT system. It is important to note that the resource owners have had less than two months 
to develop compliance plans for the new rule. These plans are still preliminary and based on 
assumptions regarding technology effectiveness, fuel markets, impacts of altered unit 
operations on maintenance requirements, and the cost-effectiveness of modifying and 
operating units to comply with the eSPAR. The overall system impacts noted in this study will 
change if these individual compliance strategies are adjusted to take into account updated 
information. 

The availability of 50 2 allowances for purchase by resource owners in Texas is a significant 
source of uncertainty at this time. A lack of allowances for purchase from out-of-state 
resources will likely increase the severity of the eSAPR rule. Many resource owners expressed 
their concern that parties that have excess allowances may, at least initially, hold on to their 
excess, in order to maintain flexibility and future compliance options. Given the penalties for 
non-compliance, resource owners are unlikely to exceed the number of allowances they have in 
hand, with the expectation that allowance markets will open up later in the year. It may be 
that some resource owners will keep their excess allowances until it becomes clear that they 
will not be needed, late in the year. Other resource owners may have to shut units down in the 
early fall in order to conserve allowances. 

In addition, the information EReOT has received indicates there will not be a liquid market 
throughout the year for allowances, which will make it difficult to determine the appropriate 
value of allowances to compensate resource owners for operations associated with reliability 
commitments, such as through the daily or hourly reliability unit commitment process. It may 
be necessary to administratively establish a value for these allowances through the market 
stakeholder review process. 

It is also possible that the impacts of eSAPR will increase in 2013 and 2014. In those years, it is 
unlikely that resource owners will have any additional options for rule compliance. Increased 
dispatching of base-load units will likely continue to lead to extended maintenance outages, 
and delivered availability of low sulfur western coals is likely to remain limited. In addition to 
these factors, some resource owners will be placing units on extended outages to install 
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emission control technologies, such as wet-limestone scrubbers and possibly selective catalytic 
or selective non-catalytic reduction equipment. These retrofit outages could further reduce the 
generation capacity available during off-peak months. 

Due to the numerous uncertainties, ERCOT cannot confidently estimate a "worst case" scenario 
at this time. Combinations of particular events may result in reductions in operating capacity 
that exceed those identified in Scenario 3, and thus further increase the risk of increasingly 
frequent and unpredictable emergency conditions, including the potential for rotating outages. 
The best outcome ERCOT can expect occurs if Scenario 1 is realized (i.e., all generation 
resources' current plans come to fruition), and, as discussed above, Scenario 1 appreciably 
increases risks for the ERCOT system, in both the on-peak and off-peak months. 

Conclusion 

When the CSAPR rule was announced in July, it included Texas in compliance programs that 
ERCOT and its resource owners had reasonably believed would not be applied to Texas. In 
addition, the rule required implementation within five months - by January 2012. The 
implementation timeline provides ERCOT an extremely truncated period in which to assess the 
reliability impacts of the rule, and no realistic opportunity to take steps that could even partially 
mitigate the substantial losses of available operating capacity described in the scenarios 
examined in this report. In short, the CSAPR implementation date does not provide ERCOT and 
its resource owners a meaningful window for taking steps to avoid the loss of thousands of 
megawatts of capacity, and the attendant risks of outages for Texas power users. 

If the implementation deadline for CSAPR were significantly delayed, it would expand options 
for maintaining system reliability. ERCOT is advancing changes in market rules such as 
increasing ERCOT's ability to control the number and timing of unit outages and expanding 
demand response - that could help avert emergency conditions. These measures will not, 
however, avoid the losses in capacity due to CSAPR that increase the risk of such emergencies. 
As discussed in this report, those losses will, at best, present significant operating challenges for 
ERCOT, both in meeting ever-increasing peak demand and in managing off-peak periods in 2012 
and beyond. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
Ms. Tierney, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF SUSAN F. TIERNEY 
Ms. TIERNEY. Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member 

Rush and members of the subcommittee. I very much appreciate 
the invitation to testify today on this issue. 

I want to focus my testimony on issues relating to the recent air 
regulations being proposed by the EPA for two reasons, and that 
is principally because those are the regulations with the most im-
mediate impact on the power sector. I want to focus on two ques-
tions: can the Nation get the benefits of both public health and reli-
able electric supply, and will there be jobs and positive economic 
activity that flow from the issuance of these rules and their imple-
mentation by the industry. 

I believe the answer to both of those questions is yes and that 
the rules can proceed to implementation without a concern that in 
the end there will be reliability issues, and I am going to give you 
several reasons why. These are facts and conditions in the market-
place that give me confidence that we are in a manageable situa-
tion with regard to these rules. 

Number one, the electric industry has a very proven track record 
of addressing reliable power supplies and doing what it takes at 
the end of the day to make sure that the lights stay on. These are 
a group of people with a very strong mission orientation. Every 
person on my right fits that category as do all of the people in this 
industry, and they have ensured that we have reliable electricity 
supply as a priority. 

Number two, the new air rules are not a surprise. These are not 
coming at us in the last few months. These have been underway 
for over a decade of notice and they allow for more technology op-
tions and approaches than originally expected in prior versions of 
these rules. EPA’s rules are technically and economically feasible. 

Number three, the owners of a portion, a substantial portion of 
affected plants, have already taken steps to modernize their facili-
ties so that the companies are ready to comply with the new air 
regulations. As we heard previously today, many States have al-
ready had mercury rules that are tighter than what EPA is pro-
posing. Many companies with facilities affected are under court 
order to address the issues that are coming forward. In fact, some 
of the recent announcements we have heard in the industry are 
coming from violations of current rules and not future rules of the 
EPA. And finally, we see that the CEOs owning a substantial por-
tion of the power plants affected by these rules have indicated to 
securities analysts under the Sarbanes-Oxley requirements that 
they are ready to comply with these regulations. 

Number four, current fuel market conditions are already putting 
economic pressure on the least efficient coal plants. Since 2006, 
coal prices have gone up 30 percent. Natural gas prices have gone 
down by a third. These older plants are not operating very much. 
The relatively attractive outlook for natural gas prices which re-
sults from the abundant supply of gas including unconventional gas 
will enable the Nation to support modernization of the grid in af-
fordable ways. Even so, every analyst that we have seen coming 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00369 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE



364 

out with estimates of coal plant retirements and future electricity 
supply indicates that over 50 percent of our electricity supply will 
eventually come from coal even with these changes underway. 

Number five, there are many studies, you have heard about them 
today, about the amount of capacity that will retire. The more rea-
sonable estimates are the ones that have been prepared recently. 
These are reflective of the actual rules that are being proposed. 
The most recent one is the Bipartisan Policy Center’s, and that in-
dicates 15 to 18 gigawatts across the country. 

Number six, and this is really the most important reason, at the 
end of the day, you can rely on the industry and its tools to make 
sure that the lights stay on. We have heard today about system 
planning. We have heard about least-cost planning from trans-
mission companies and utility companies under the supervision of 
regulators. There are wholesale power markets where there is un-
derutilized capacity. We have State and federal and grid operators 
who have an extremely strong record of taking action when nec-
essary to make sure that they meet the obligation to provide reli-
able supply. Perhaps the most important one is at the end of the 
day, Congress has already given to the EPA, the U.S. Department 
of Energy and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission tools 
that enable emergency conditions to allow for plants to keep open. 
The most recent example of this is across the river, the generating 
station in Potomac was required to stay on under an emergency 
order from the Department of Energy to keep the lights on for the 
District of Columbia. 

My time is up, and I am happy to answer any other questions. 
[The prepared statement of Ms. Tierney follows:] 
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Testimony of Susan F. Tierney, Ph.D. 
Before the U.S. House of Representatives 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Hearing on the Impacts of EPA Regulations on Electric System Reliability 
September 14, 2011 

Summary of Testimony 

Good morning, Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush, and Members of the 
Subcommittee. My testimony focuses on the impacts of the Environmental Protection Agency's 
recent air regulations, since these are the regulations that most affect power plants in the near 
term. These are important regulations from a public health point of view, but can the nation get 
both the benefits of improved air quality while also keeping the lights on? Will jobs and other 
economic activity flow from the timely issuance of these regulations? I strongly believe that the 
answer to these questions is yes, and that the rules should proceed to implementation. 

My opinion is grounded in several facts and reasonably certain conditions in energy markets: 

1. The U.s. electric industry has a proven track record of doing what it takes to provide 
reliable power supplies. 

2. EPA's Cross-State Air Pollution Rule and Utility Air Toxics come after more than a decade 
of notice, and allow for more technology options and approaches than expected. 

3. The owners of a substantial portion of affected plants have already taken steps to modernize 
their facilities so that these companies will be ready for the new EPA air regulations. 

4. Current fuel market conditions are already putting economic pressure on the older, least­
efficient coal plants, which are now operating infrequently and can be replaced with much 
more efficient power plants. The nation's abundant natural gas supply will help support the 
modernization of the nation's electric system .. 

5. The more reasonable estimates of coal plant retirements are the more recent ones, since they 
are better informed of EPA's proposals. These indicate that the impacts are manageable. 

6. There are various tools already in place to aSSure that reliability will not be adversely 
affected. The tools include normal electric system planning, reliability assessments and 
requirements, diverse market and utility responses, and fundamental safeguards in existing 
federal laws. This rich set of tools and resources will help lead to economical electricity 
supplies. 

7. Recent market developments provide practical evidence that the impacts of the EPA clean 
air regulations are manageable. 

8. The industry's response to the EPA regulations and market conditions - in the form of 
investments in environmental control technologies, new power plants, and other responses 

will stimulate much-needed economic activity and modernization of the electric system. 
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Testimony of 

Susan F. Tierney, Ph.D. 
Managing Principal, Analysis Group, Boston 

Before the 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Hearing: 
Impacts of EPA Regulations on Electric System Reliability 

September 14, 2011 

Good morning, Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush, and Members of the 

Subcommittee. 

My name is Susan Tierney, and I am a Managing Principal at Analysis Group, Inc., a SOD-person 

economic consulting firm headquartered in Boston, Massachusetts I 

I appreciate the opportunity to testify on whether the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency's 

new and proposed regulations will have adverse reliability impacts on the power sector and 

electricity llsers in the United States. I do not think that they will. 

Under various existing federal environmental laws, the EPA has made proposals and/or issued 

final rules to regulate various air emissions, discharges into waterways, and other 

environmental issues associated with electricity production. The EPA's proposals to replace 

prior rules (as required by federal courts) do not put the nation in a position of having to choose 

between public health and keeping the lights on. Both of these important critical national 

1 As indicated on my "Truth in Testimony" form, I am testifying on my own behalf, and neither on behalf of a 
governmental entity nor a non-governmental entity (other than myself). I have not received a federal grant (or 
subgrant) or contract (or subcontract) during the current fiscal year or either of the two preceding fiscal years. 
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objectives can be achieved as EPA moves to implement the Clean Air Act and as the industry 

responds creatively, responsibly, and cost-effectively so that Americans can get the benefit of 

clean air and reliable electricity. 

This is do-able. My opinion is based on my nearly three decades of public and private-sector 

experience' in electric system economics and regulation and on issues at the intersection of 

electric system planning, system operations, economic and environmental regulation and 

performance, and system reliability. My opinion also stems from my analyses3 of various 

2 As indicated in my attached CV, I have been involved in issues related to public utilities, ratemaking and 
regulation, and energy and environmental economics and policy for over 25 years. During this period, I have 
worked on electric and gas industry issues as a utility regulator and energy/environmental policy maker, consultant, 
academic, and expert witness. I have been a consultant and advisor to private energy companies, grid operators, 
government agencies, large and sman energy consumers, environmental organizations, foundations, Indian tribes, 
and other organizations on a variety of economic and policy issues in the energy sector. Before becoming a 
consultant, I held several senior governmental policy position" in state and federal government, having been 
appointed by elected executives from both political parties. I served as the Assistant Secretary for Policy at the U.s. 
Department of Energy from early 1993 through summer 1995, having been nominated by President Bill Clinton and 
confirmed by the Us. Senate. I held senior positions in the Massachusetts state government as Secretary of 
Environmental Affairs (1991-1993); Commissioner of the Department of Public Utilities (1988-1991); Executive 
Director of the Energy Facilities Siting Council (during the mid~1980s); and Senior Economist for the Executive Office 
of Energy Resources (during the early 1980s). My Ph.D. in regional planning is from Cornell University. J previously 
laught at the University of California at Irvine, and recently at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 1 currently 
sit on several corporate and non-profit boards and commissions, including as a director of EnerNOC, Inc.; chair of the 
Advisory Council of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory and the Energy Foundation's Soard of Directors; a 
director of the Clean Air Task Force, the World Resources Institute, Clean Air - Cool Planet, and the Alliance to Save 
Energy; and a member of the Bipartisan Policy Center's energy project, and of the NYISO's Environmental Advisory 
Council. I serve on the Secretary of Energy's Advisory Board, where I am a member of its Shale Gas Production 
Subcommittee; and I chair of the Policy Subgroup of the National Petroleum Council's study of the North American 
nahual gas and oil reSOllrce base (which is being released on September 15, 201 J). Previously, I served as co-chair of 
tht> National Commission on Energy Policy; a member of the Advisory Council of the Independent System Operator 
- New England; a representative to committees of the North American Electric Reliability Council; a member of the 
National Academy of Sciences' Committee on Enhancing the Robustness and Resilience of Electrical Transmission 
and Distribution in the United States to Terrorist Attack; and a member of the u.s. Secretary of Energy's Electric 
Reliability Task Force. 

3 I have published several analyses on this topic in the last year, some of which are co~authored: M. J. Sradley & 

Associates, LLC and Analysis Group, Ensuring a Clean, Modern Electric Generating Fleet while Maintaining Electric 
System Reliability: Summer Update 2011 Update, June 2011 (hereafter referred to as i/;\.iSJA/Analysis Group Summer 
Reliability 2011 Update")(ilvailable at http://www.analysisgroup.comluploadedFilesINews and EventslNewsl 
MJIlA Reliability Report Update Summcr2011.pdf); Susan Tierney dnd Charles Cicchetti. 'The Results in Context: 
A Peer Review of EEl's 'Potential Impacts of Environmental Regulation on the U.s. Generation Fleet'" May 2011 
(available at http://www.analysisgroup.com/artide.aspx?id=12468); Susan F. Tierney, "Electric Reliability under New 
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studies of electric reliability that have been carried out in the past year, combined with my 

knowledge of competitive power markets, fuel markets (including natural gas), the processes 

for permitting and development new energy facilities, and the diversity of ways that the electric 

ind ustry provides reliable electricity to consumers. 

I focus my comments principally on the impacts of two air regulations: EPA's Cross-State Air 

Pollution Rule ("CSAPR") (previously called the Clean Air Transport Rule ("CATR")), which 

affects emissions of sulfur dioxide ("S02") and nitrogen oxides ("NOx") from fossil-fuel power 

plants in the Eastern half of the U.s.; and the proposed "Mercury and Air Toxics Rule" ("Utility 

Toxics Rule"), which affects emissions of hazardous air pollutants emitted from most coal- and 

oil-fired power plants throughout the country. Together, these regulations would replace two 

rules (the Clean Air Interstate Rule ("CAIR") and the Clean Air Mercury Rule ("CAMR")) 

previously proposed by the Bush Administration and sent back to EPA by federal courts in 

order for EPA to revise the regulations to comply with the Clean Air Act. I focus on these two 

final/proposed air regulations because they will affect existing power plants within the next few 

years, and EPA's proposed water regulations under "316(b)" of the Clean Water Act would 

allow for a much-longer compliance time frame and a relatively flexible framework for 

EPA Power Plant Regulations: A Field Guide," January 18, 2011 (available at http://www.wri.org/stories/2011/0l/ 
electric-rcHabiIity-undcr-new-epa-power-plant-regulations-ficld-guide); and M. J. Bradley & Associates, LLC and 
Analysis Group., Ensuring a Clean, Modern Electric Generating Fleet 'while J\,jaintaining Electric System Reliability, 2010 
(hereinafter referred to as "MJBA/Analysis Group 2010 Reliability Analysis") (available at http://www.analysis 
group.com/uploadedFiles/News and Events/News/MIBA Reliability Report Update Summer2011.pdf). 
Additionally over the past year, I have been invited to speak on this topiC at conferences sponsored by the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners, the Bipartisan Policy Center, the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, the National Association of Clean Air Agencies, and other organizations. 
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determining on a case-by-case basis whether thermal power plants will need to install new 

cooling systems. 

The CSAPR and the proposed Utility Toxics Rule are important from a public health point of 

view. But are they achievable? Can the industry respond effectively on time so that Americans 

don't have to choose between achievement of the health benefits the Clean Air Act envision and 

the electric system reliability that underpins the functioning of the U.s. economy? Will jobs and 

other economic activity flow from the nation's responses to these regulations? I strongly believe 

that the answer to all of these questions is yes, and that the regulations should proceed to 

implementation. 

Several facts and reasonably certain conditions in energy markets support this conclusion, as r 

describe in my testimony below: 

1. The U.s. electric industry has a proven track record of doing what it takes to provide 

reliable power supplies to consumers. 

2. EPA's CSAPR and Air Toxics come after more than a decade of notice, and allow for more 

technology options and approaches than previously expected. 

3. The owners of a substantial portion of affected plants have already taken steps to modernize 

their facilities so that these companies will be ready for the new EPA regulations. 

4. Current fuel market conditions are already putting economic pressure on the older, least-

efficient coal plants, which are now operating infrequently and can be replaced with much 
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more efficient power plants. The nation's abundant domestic natural gas supply and 

efficiency resources will help support the modernization of the electric system. 

5. The more reasonable estimates of coal plant retirements are the more recent ones, since they 

are better informed of EPA's actual proposals. These more-recent estimates of coal plant 

retirements and market responses indicate strongly that the impacts are manageable. 

6. There are various tools in place in the industry to assure that reliability will not be adversely 

affected. The tools include normal electric industry planning, reliability assessments and 

requirements, diverse market and utility responses, and fundamental safeguards in existing 

federal authorities. This rich set of tools and resources will help lead to economical 

electricity supplies. 

7. Recent market developments provide practical evidence that the impacts of the EPA clean 

air regulations are manageable. 

8. The industry's response to the EPA regulations and market conditions - in the form of 

investments in environmental control technologies, new power plants, and other responses 

will stimulate much-needed economic activity and modernization of the electric system. 

THE INDUSTRY HAS A PROVEN TRACK RECORD ON RELIABILITY ISSUES 

The starting point is that the U.s. electric industry has a proven track record of doing what it 

takes to provide the reliable power supplies. Regulated electric utilities, competitive electric 

companies, grid operators, and regulators have a strong mission orientation, which combines 

with regulatory requirements to ensure that reliable electricity supply is a priority. 
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For many decides, the U.S. electric industry has developed institutions, operating and planning 

requirements, system plans, operating approaches, emergency response protocols, and billions 

of dollars of investment to assure reliable electricity supply. The industry is keenly aware that 

the American economy and standard of living depend upon reliable power supplies. With some 

notable exceptions, utilities and other electric companies, and their workers, investors, and 

suppliers, have provided what Americans take for granted and what public officials insist upon: 

that electricity be reliably available around the clock, with increasing levels of performance to 

assure worker and community safety and public health. 

It is normal practice in the electric industry to look ahead several years to ensure that there will 

be sufficient supplies available to meet anticipated customer demand under a wide range of 

contingencies. It can take several years to put in place the new generating equipment, 

transmission facilities, and other resources needed to ensure adequate supply. Forward-looking 

assessments by a wide variety of public and private entities provide information about future 

needs to decision makers in utilities, power generation companies, providers of energy 

efficiency services, equipment manufacturers, investment organizations, fuel suppliers, public 

agencies, and others. The norm is decision-making under conditions of uncertainty, given that 

capital commitments are made years in advance of need, and with only estimates of future fuel 

prices, demand levels, public policies, and other important factors. 

The electric industry has responded well in prior periods (such as the mid-199Gs) when Clean 

Air Act requirements led to investments in new pollution-control equipment and new additions 

to generating capacity. There were no reliability problems arising from those actions, in spite of 
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concerns raised that there would be equipment shortages and difficulties adding control 

equipment on so many power plants in a constrained period of time. 

Developers of power plant have been able to attract sufficient investment and receive approvals 

to build far more generating capacity than is anticipated to be needed in the next decade: 

Between 1999 and 2008, for example, in response to a variety of market, regulatory and 

economic signals, the electric sector added almost 270 gigawatts ("GW") of natural gas-fired 

generating capacity, the equivalent of more than 80 percent of the entire existing U.s. coal fleet." 

Indeed, in just three years between 2001 and 2003, the electric industry built over 160 GW of 

new generation,S many times the amount that analysts project will retire over the next five years 

(as I describe further below). Much of this capacity remains underutilized today - a fact that 

can also assist in managing power plant outages required to install pollution-control systems. 

"ETA, Annual Electric Generator Report: Form EIA-860, 2008. Currently, there are more than 17,000 electric generation 
units in the U.S. with over 1,030 GW of capacity. Using other EIA data, coal-fired generation produced 45 percent of 
the nation's electricity in 2010, followed by natural gas (24 percent) and nuclear (20 percent), with the remaining 
amount produced through a combination of hydroelectric pm-ver, oit wind and other miscellaneous fuel types. 

5 Analysis from: MJBA/Analysis Group 2010 Reliability Analysis, page 9. 
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Source: Figure 3 from MJBAIAnalysis Group 2010 ReliabiHty Analysis, page 9, with figure sourced from Ceres, 
et aL, Benchmarking Air Emissions of the 100 LargeM Electric Power Producers in thr United States, June 2010. 

EPA'S NEW CLEAN AIR RULES HAVE BEEN ANTICIPATED FOR A LONG TIME, AND 
EPA HAS PROPOSED RELATIVELY FLEXIBLE COMPLIANCE OPTIONS 

By 2011, EPA's CSAPR and Utility Taxies Rule cannot reasonably be viewed as unexpected or a 

surprise. These regulations have been in the works for several years, with prior incarnations of 

these regulations (in the form of CAIR/CATR and CAMR) having been known to the industry 

for many years. And there are many reasons why these regulations will introduce less 

incremental change than has sometimes been reported: 

The proposed CSAPR would replace EPA's 2005 CAIR, whieh was initially proposed in 

December of 20036 In December 2008, the US Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 

ruled that EPA reconsider its CAIR proposal, but had the rule remain in place until EPA 

(, http:Uwww.cpa.govlcairlrulc.html 
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issued a replacement (which EPA believed, at the time, would take two years to do) to 

address the Clean Air Act's provisions relating to the transport of air pollutant across 

state boundaries.' EPA issued its newly proposed CATR in July 2010, and finalized the 

CSAPR in July, 2011. 

Similarly, EPA began its regulatory process relating to mercury emissions in 2003, with 

the CAMR proposal finalized in March 2005-' The Court of Appeals also vacated the 

CAMR rule in December 2008, and sent it back to the EPA for replacement. EPA issued 

in newly proposed Utility Toxics rule in March 2011, and is expected to finalize the 

regulation in November of 2011. 

Several elements of the new proposals allow for flexibility in affected companies' 

responses. For example: 

o The CSAPR allows intrastate and limited interstate trading of emission 

allowances for SO, and NOx, consistent with the Clean Air Act: 

o The Utility Toxies rule allows companies with multiple boilers and generating 

units at a single station to comply by averaging emissions across the units. 

o EPA has proposed a "work practice standard" (with annual performance testing 

of units using "good combustion practices") to control emissions of dioxins and 

7 http://www.epa.govlcairl. Also, EPA, "Factsheet: Proposed Transport Rule Would Reduce Interstate Transport of 
Ozone and Fine Particle Pollution" (available at http://www.ep •. gov/airtransport/pdfs/FactsheetTR7-6-10.pdD. 

s hUp:Uwww.epa.gov/oar/mercutyrule/rule.html 
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furans, rather than setting a numeric emissions limit. Together, these various 

provisions allow for flexibility in meeting the new regulations. 

The bottom line is that these new clean-air requirements have been anticipated for a long time. 

EPA has proposed relatively flexible compliance options to ensure satisfactory compliance by 

affected companies, the majority of which have already taken steps to reduce their emissions of 

regulated air pollutants. 

MANY PLANTS ARE ALREADY - OR SOON WILL BE - EQUIPPED WITH NEEDED 
CONTROLS 

Many factors besides the current issuance of these clean air regulations have caused owners of 

many affected plants to take steps to modernize their facilities to reduce their air emissions: 

many states have already adopted regulations ahead of the federal standards; many of the 

pollution-control technologies have been tested and are in commercial application; some 

companies (such as AEP) with facilities affected by the CSAPR and Air Toxics rules, are already 

under court orders to achieve these outcomes; and many companies have already taken steps to 

install control appropriate equipments. 

EPA's proposed standards for the Utility Toxics rule - which were based on an extensive data 

collection effort from companies owning coal plants - are do-able. 

Several states including Illinois, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Connecticut, Delaware, 

and New York - already impose more stringent mercury-emissions limits on coal-fired 

power plants than have been proposed by EPA. 
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Many of the technologies that are available to satisfy EPA requirements are already in 

commercially application, with the industry having extensive experience with the 

installation and operation of these control systems. 

The power plants meeting the proposed standard have a wide variety of pollution-

control systems and configurations that are reducing their mercury emissions. Nearly 

60 percent of these plants are currently achieving the proposed mercury-emissions 

standard; nearly 70 percent currently achieve the proposed emissions standard for 

particulate matter ("PM") emissions; and 73 percent are currently achieving the 

proposed hydrogen chloride ("HCI") emissions standard.9 

Many of the companies that own a substantial amount of the nation's coal-fired generating 

units have recently reported that they are well positioned to comply with the upcoming EPA 

regulations. Recent corporate earnings statements by chief executive officers of electric 

generating companies highlight several important themes: (1) companies have long anticipated 

these rules; (2) early investments have positioned these companies well for compliance; and (3) 

the impact on electricity rates can be managed. The excerpts below are from the recent analysis 

I co-authored with MJ Bradley Associates for the Clean Energy Group in June 2011: 

Benjamin G.S. Fowke, III, President and Chief Operating Officer of Xcel Energy, said: 

"Like many of our peers, we are in the process of evaluating what if any impact [EPA's 

9 This translates to more than 100 units (out of a total of 178) for mercury; more than 119 units (out of a total of 172) 
for PM emissions; and 158 units (out of a total of 217) for He} emissions. Note that rather than requiring companies 
to comply with standards for each individual hazardous air pollutant emitted from coal-fired generating units, 
however, EPA has proposed the use of "surrogales," simplifying the monitoring and compliance requirements of the 
rule. For example, PM has been proposed as a surrogate for all non~mercury metal HAPs, including arsenic, 
cadmium, chromium, and lead. He1 is being used as a surrogate for all acid gas HAPs. No surrogate was used for 
mercury. MJBA/Analysis Summer 2011 Reliability Update. 
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Utility Toxics Rule] may have on our operations. Based on our preliminary review we 

do not anticipate that the rule will require extensive changes to our plans at [Northern 

States Power] and [Public Service Company of Colorado] ... Our proactive steps to 

reduce emissions through the MERP project in Minnesota and our plans for the Clean 

Air-Clean Jobs Act in Colorado put us in good position to comply with these rules." 

April 28, 2011, Xcel Energy Inc. 1st Quarter 2011 Earnings Call. 

13 

Jim Rogers, President and CEO of Duke Energy, said: "[T]he anticipation of more 

stringent environmental rules has long been part of our business plan. Over the past 10 

years, we have spent $5 billion retrofitting existing units with updated emissions 

controls ... Today, approximately 75% of our current coal generation capacity has 

scrubbers in operation. This will increase to approximately 90%, once our fleet 

modernization program and related retirements are completed ... We have really 

mitigated a lot of the risk and the cost associated with this program by the early steps 

that we took." May 3, 2011, Duke Energy 1st Quarter 2011 Earnings Call 

According to Gale Klappa, Chairman, President and CEO of Wisconsin Energy: "We 

really see very little impact on customer electric rates or our capital plan between now 

and 2015 as a result of all the new EPA regulations that have been proposed ... We might 

see 1 oj" to 2% increase our best guess. So that gives you an example of how well we are 

positioned from the environmental standpoint in terms of complying with even the new 

proposed rule." May 3, 2011, Wisconsin Energy Corporation 1st Quarter 2011 Earnings 

Call 

Theodore Craver, chairman, president and CEO of Edison International said: "We 

installed the necessary equipment back in 2009 and are already achieving these 

[mercury] limits. U.S. EPA's rule contained other draft provisions covering acid gases 

and non-mercury metals, which we can meet by installing the pollution control 

equipment we have been planning to use at Midwest Gen to meet our 502 emissions 

commitments to the Illinois EPA." May 2, 2011, Edison InternationalIst Quarter 2011 

Earnings Call 

William Spence, Chief Operating Officer, Executive Vice President and President of PPL 

Generation, said: "Our proactive approach to environmental compliance positions the 

PPL fleet favorably for future EPA regulation. Ninety-six percent of the competitive coal 

generation is scrubbed, 88 percent has NO, controls already installed." February 4, 2011, 

PPL 4th Quarter 2010 Earnings Call 
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Mauricio Gutierrez, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of NRG 

reports that: "The proposed [Utility Toxics RuleJ provides flexibility in that compliance 

can be achieved through facility averaging and company selected control technology. It 

also recognizes the inherent differences in mercury emissions from lignite coal...[tJhe 

key takeaway is that we do not expect at this time any additional environmental CapEx 

beyond what we have previously announced." May 5, 201 L NRG Energy 1st Quarter 

2011 Earnings Call 

The Tennessee Valley Authority ("TVA"), which owns 17,000 MW of coal-fired 

generating capacity, announced plans in April 2011 to retire 18 older coal-fired 

generation units at three power plants (2,700 MW) as part of the utility's vision of being 

one of the nation's leading providers of low-cost and cleaner energy by 2020. The utility 

will replace" older and less-economical generation with cleaner sources." Tom Kilgore, 

TVA's President and CEO, said that a "variety of electricity sources, rather than heavy 

reliance on any single source, reduces long-term risks and helps keep costs steady and 

predictable ... .In the longer term, these actions reinforce our vision to keep bills low, 

keep our service reliability high and further improve air quality as we modernize the 

TVA power system." TV A Press Release, April 14, 2011. 

At least one more company with a substantial amount of coal-fired generating capacity affected 

by these air rules is already under court orders to achieve similar outcomes as the new 

regulations: 

American Electric Power signed a consent decree with EPA and other parties in 2007 in 

which AEP agreed to retire, retrofit, or re-power most of the units that AEP has recently 

announced it plans to retire.lO This reinforces the view that many environmental 

improvements (and potential plant retirements) have been in the works for some time. 

In response to questions from an investment analyst, AEP's chief executive officer 

10 Consent Decree entered in the U.s, District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, Eastern Division, with respect 
to U.S.A and State of New York, et. al. v, American Electric Power et a1. (Civil Action No C2-99-1250 (ConsolidateJ 
with C2-99-1182)), u.s.A. v. American Electric Power (Civil Action No C2-05-360), and Ohio Citizen Action, et. a1. v. 
American Electric Power, et a1. (Civil Action No. C2-04-1098), 2007. The 2007 Consent Decree required AEP to retire, 
retrofit or repower, by no later than 12(31(2015, 3,900 MWs of the units covered under the decree; of those units, AEP 
has chosen to retire 3,055 MW and repower 845 MW. In the 2007 Consent Decree, AEP agreed to retire, retrofit or 
rcpower 4,500 MWs of its genernting capacity. The 200i Consent Decree covered all units AEP has now proposed for 
retirement, with the exception of the Welsh unit, whose retirement appears to be related to permitting commitments 
associated with other generating units in Texas. 
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recently suggested that the retirements were reasonable: "Throughout I think almost all 

of 2009 those plants probably didn't run 5% of the time because natural gas prices were 

such that they simply weren't dispatching. When we shut those down there will be some 

cost savings as well. And on balance we think that that's the appropriate way to go not 

only to treat our customers but also to treat our shareholders near and long term with 

that small amount of the fleet going offline." 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN FOSSIL FUEL MARKETS FAVOR NATURAL GAS 
RELATIVE TO MANY EXISTING COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS 

New, lower natural gas prices are already putting economic pressure on coal facilities even in 

the absence of EPA regulations. There are many existing and under-utilized gas-fired power 

plants in the regions that will be affected by the clean air rules. Even taking into account the 

effects of the post-200S economic downturn on power plant output, lower gas natural gas prices 

and higher coal prices to utilities and independent power producers (as shown in the figure 

below) have meant that gas-fired power plants increased their output from 20 percent of all 

11 Transcript of Sanford C. Bernstein & Co, Strategic Decisions Conference, June 1, 2011 (available at 
http://ofchq.,',nl.nnn/CLl.chl'/A43E474H6FI12B78J1.pdf); 

Question (by Hugh N. Wynne, Senior Analyst, Sanford l3emstein): "So those [CATR and Mercury and Air 
Taxies) rules come into effect in 2014 and 2015. AEP disclosed that as a result of those rules there's about 5.5 
gigawatts of coal-fired generation capacity that would be vulnerable to closure due to the high cost of 
compliance. \Vc estimate the output of those plants at about 12 million megawatt hours alUlUally. The 
generation gross margin associated with AEP's offMsystem sales would seem to imply that that generation is 
worth about $150 mi11ion or maybe $0.20 a share to AEP. Similarly if you were to lose the capacity revenues 
owned by Ohio Power on the sale of capacity from those plants it seems to me that about $180 million of annual 
revenue should be at risk or about $0.25 per share. Does AEP view the risk of the closure of these plants in 
similar terms? And if so what are your plans to mitigate these potential losses?" 

Answer: (Michael G. Morris, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer) "Well this is probably one of those places 
where I saddle up with the team from FE, If in fact 80 gigawatts close, most of it in the central section of the 
United States, cZlpacity prices and ent.~rgy prices will more than adequately compensate us for the 5,500 
megawatts going off the line. As you know those are high-cost plants and dispatch infrequently, I am not sure on 
your 12 million megawatt hours, we can surely supply you with data on that going forward. But, I think that 
going forward prices of capacity and energy would take care of that. Today - in fact, throughout T think almost 
all of 2009 those plunts probably didn't run 5% of the time because natural gas prices were such that they simply 
weren't dispatching. When we shul those down there will be some cost savings as welL And on balance we think 
that that's the (lppropriate Wily to go not only to treat our customers but also to trCilt our shareholders near and 
long term with that small amount of the fleet going offline." 
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power production in the U.S. in 2007, to 24 percent in 2010, while coal-fired generation 

decreased from 50 percent in 2007 to 45 percent in 2010. Gas-fired generation increased in 

absolute terms, while coal-fired generation decreased in absolute levels over that period. 

1.4 
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0.6 

0.4 

0.2 
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Change in Coal and Natural Gas Prices to Electric Generators 
Relative to 2006 prices 

2006 2007 

SOUTce: Natural gas prices: 
Coal prices: William Watson, Nicholas Paduano, Tejasvi 
"U.s. Coal Supply and Demond: 2010 Year in Review," June 1, 2011 (available at 
http://w\v\.I/.(ifLi;9y/l.0<1l!.r ... -.vlQ.\v/pdflfeilturt.lO.pdQ 

16 

The expectation and availability of relatively low natural gas prices in the future also help favor 

the replacement of much of the older, less efficient coal-fired power plants that lack emissions 

controls with new gas-fired generating capacity. The figure below shows the extent to which 

the availability of greater supplies of natural gas has lowered the Energy Information 

Administration's outlook for natural gas prices over the last three years (from the 2009 forecast 

to the 2011 forecast). If conditions were different, the gas-to-coal price differential might mean 

that it would be economical for the owners of many of the older coal plants to retrofit them with 
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pollution control equipment rather than retire them. Retirement of many of these old, 

inefficient coal units that lack environmental controls is simply good economic sense. 

Natural Gas Prices: Actual (1990-2010) and Forecast (2010-2035) 

6 

4 

Updated AE02009 ,,' 

" 

ProjectkH):$ - from different 
EtA Annuat Energy OotlQok reports AEO} 

2020. 20.25 2030 

MANY STUDIES HAVE CALLED ATTENTION TO ElECTRIC RELIABILITY ISSUES, 
WITH THE MORE REASONABLE STUDIES SUGGESTING THAT THE IMPACTS ARE 
MANAGEABLE. 

Many assessments have been published, calling attention to the potential power plant 

retirements and sending useful information to the markets abou t needed investment in new 

17 

capacity in different parts of the country. These studies highlight ranges of impacts under quite-

different sets of assumptions. The more reasonable estimates indicate strongly that the impacts 

are manageable, especially in light of responses already visible in the electric industry. The 

studies' results do not mean that there will be inadequate resources in the end: rather, they 
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serve as a sort of "call to action" in the marketplace, and several are explicit in saying that they 

have identified resource gaps in order to signal that action is needed. 

My colleagues at MJ Bradley Associates and I performed a review of many such studies last 

year,12 on behalf of the Clean Energy Group, and we updated it three months ago, in June of 

201113 Additionally, I have analyzed carefully many other reports written on this topic and 

prepared a "field guide" to their results.l4 

As shown in the table below, many if not most of the studies were performed prior to EPA's 

issuance of both proposed clean air rules, so did not assume the amount of flexibility built into 

those proposals.15 Most assumed a range of scenarios in which there were three basic types of 

analyses: (a) a base case (no EPA rules, and coal-plant retirements driven by unfavorable 

economics); (b) a series of "moderate" cases (in which a report's author assumed relative 

flexibility in compliance options); and (c) "strict" cases (in which the reports' analyses assumed 

strict, inflexible regulatory compliance). Few if any of the studies examined the extent to which 

new electric resource options not already formally announced would come forward, and in no 

case that I am aware of did a study assume that there would be a robust market response 

(including new power plants, implementation of new energy-efficiency and other demand-side 

12 MJBA/Analysis Group 2010 Reliability Analysis. 

13 MBJA/Analysis Group Summer 2011 Reliability Update. 

14 See also S. Tierney and C. Cicchetti, "The Results in Context: A Peer Review of EEl's "Potential Impacts of 
Environmental Regulation on the U.s. Generation Fleet/' May 2011; and S. Tierney, "Electric Reliability under New 
EPA Power Plant Regulations: A Field Guide," January 18,2011, http://www.wri.org/stories/2011/01/electric­
reliability-under-new-epa-power-plant-regulations~field-guide. 

I;' This point is made in 0. recent report published by the Congressional Research Service; "EPA's Regulation of Coal­
Fired Power: ls a "Train Wreck" ComingT' (authored by James E, McCarthy and Claudia Copeland), August 8, 2011. 
See page 40. 
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measures that may now become economical, or even transmission reconfigurations) in 

combination with the more moderate cases consistent with EPA regulations. Even the results I 

report below", which select the more moderate cases, overstate these impacts for this reason. 

Studies of Potential Retirements in Response to Upcoming EPA Air (and Other) Regulations 

Study: Estimated 
Coal Notes and document title 

Retirements; 

PIRA (4/2010) 30-40 GW PIRA, uNorlli American Environmental Markets Service: EPA's Upcoming 
MACT: Strict Non-Hg Regs Can Have Far-Reaching Market Impacts." 

ICF for INGAA 50MW Report prepared by ICF for Interstate Natural Gas Association of America, 
(5/2010) "Coal-Fired Electric Generation Unit Retirement Analysis." 

ICF for EEl 25GW (Scenario 1- CAIR and MACT) 
(5/2010) Report prepared by ICF for Edison Electric Institute, "Preliminary Reference 

Case and Scenario Results." 

CS (7/2010) 50GW Credit Suisse, "A Thought. .. CATR is First Step in Changing the Coal Fleel." 

Bernstein 65GW Hugh Wynne et aI., Bernstein Research, "U.S. Utilities: Coal-Fired Generation Is 
(10(2010) Squeezed in llie Vice of EPA Regulation; lNho Wins and lNho Loses?" 

NERC 6GW Based on the "moderate" CA. TR and MACT cases. North American Electric 
(10/2010) Reliability Corporation, "2010 Special Reliability Scenario Assessment: Resource 

Adequacy Impacts of Potential U.S. Environmental Regulation." 

25GW Based on the "strict" CATR and MACT cases. 
Same document. 

CRA 35GW Ira Shavel & Barclay Gibbs (Charles River Associates), "A Reliability 
(12/2010) Assessment of EPA's Proposed Transport Rule and Porllicoming Utility 

MACT," 

ICF for EEl 24GW Scenario willi CATR and MACT (flexibility) 
(1/2011) Report prepared by leF for EEt "Potential Impacts of Environmental 

Regulation on the U.s. Generation Fleet." 

BPC (6(2011) 15-18GW BPC's estimate of incremental retirements by 2015, beyond the amount 
expected by economic conditions; taking into account 316(b) water impacts. 

Note: Currently there are approximately 1,030 GW of generating capacity in the U.S., of which approximately 330 GW 
is coal-fired generation. 

10 Note that my table does not include an internal "informal staff assessment" prepared by llic staff of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission during the Fall of 2010, and described in an August 1, 20l1ietter to Senator Lisa 
Murkowski from FERC Chairman Jon Wellinghoff and Commissioners Cheryl LaFlt.-"ur and John Norris, 
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In my opinion, these estimates likely overstate the impacts of EPA's proposed clean air 

regulations: for one thing, EPA's regulations are more flexible than had been anticipated by the 

less-recent studies. And the industry has a wider range of options for responding to capacity 

needs than was assumed in the studies above. Finally, low gas prices are a fundamental 

disadvantage for owners of older and inefficient and uncontrolled coal-fired generating 

capacity. 

MANY TOOLS EXIST TO ASSURE RELIABILITY 

The industry has various tools to assure that reliability will not be adversely affected. Among 

others, these include: 

Well in advance of need for new electric capacity resources, there is considerable 

information available to decision makers to provide signals about new investment 

opportunities and needs: 

o Federal administrative procedures inherently provide significant advanced 

notice of pending changes in environmental requirements. 

o EPA has built into its proposals a reasonable level of flexibility from a technology 

point of view. 

o Various organizations in the electric industry routinely publish short-term and 

long-term assessments of resource adequacy, which call attention to situations 

where additional actions are needed to assure reliable electric supply. Some of 

these have identified regional markets where inefficient or uneconomic coal 
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plants may retire. They also indicate amounts of capacity needed from the 

market (i.e., utilities, competitive power companies and other resource suppliers 

(e.g., companies providing demand-side measures that reduce the amount of 

needed new generating capacity)). 

o There are long-term capacity planning processes in many of the nation's regional 

wholesale markets (such as in PJM, NYISO, and ISO-NE) and in virtually all of 

the areas where state regulators review the resource plans of traditionally 

regulated utility companies. 

o The electric industry has proven experience in adding additional generating 

capacity, transmission solutions and demand-side measures when and where 

needed, and in coordinating effectively to address reliability concerns when and 

where they arise. As shown in the table below, already, 41.5 GW of new plant 

capacity is under construction in various regions of the country for an in-service 

date up through 2014 - the year when both the CSAPR and Utility Toxics Rules 

would be in effect. Another 26.7 GW of generating capacity is in advanced 

phases of permitting and in-service dates by 2014. (An additional 388 GW of 

new plant capacity has been announced but I have not included it here, in light 

of its less-advanced status.) While experience tells us that not all of this capacity 

will make it into commercial operation, there is a relatively high likelihood of 

plants already under construction moving forward to completion. 
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Regional Reliability Councils 

o Much of the new power plant capacity under construction or in advanced 

development is natural-gas combined cycle facilities, which are power plants 
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that are highly efficient and capable of providing power not only around the 

clock but also in ways that work well with other resources (like wind and solar 

power) that provide intermittent power. Such facilities take capital investment 

and less time tej permit than new baseload coal or nuclear facilities. As of August 

2011, approximately 11.6 GW of new gas-fired combined cycle were under 

construction with an expected commercial operation by the end of 2014, with 

another 6.4 GW in advanced permitting. The map below shows this capacity, 

including another 18.4 GW of announced projects l ? 

Planned natural gas combined-cycle projeds In the us 

17 Source: SNL Energy, as of August 24, 2011. An additional 10.8 GW of gas-fired combined cycle projects that are in 
advanced permitting or announced by project developers, for an in-service date of 2015. 
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o The availability of abundant domestic natural gas supply is important for 

enabling the U.S. to rely on currently under-utilized capacity at existing gas-fired 

power plants (described previously) and on new combined-cycle plants to help 

meet reliable electricity supplies. The size of the technically recoverable resource 

base has grown dramatically over the past decade, with the application of new 

technologies that allow economical access to unconventional gas supply. These 

abundant resources will be characterized in the new study to be issued publicly 

by the National Petroleum Council tomorrow,'8 and have been previously 

reported by various organizations including the U.S. Geological Service and the 

EIA. 

The availability of natural gas, however, does not mean that coal is not expected 

to playa significant role in the nation's energy mix. As stated in a recent 

Congressional Research Service study of the impact of the EPA regulations on 

the power sector, "Virtually all the analyses agree that coal will continue to play 

a substantial role in powering electric generation for decades to come. EPA, for 

example, in the Utility MACT RIA, concluded that coal-fired generation will be 

roughly the same in 2015 as it was in 2008, despite the impact of the MACT and 

other rules.[footnote in the original] .... EEl [Edison Electric Institute] projected 

that coal will be responsible for 36% to 46% of electricity generation in 2020, 

18 As I noted above, I have served as chair of the Policy Subgroup of the National Petroleum Council's fuel study over 
the past year. The study will be presented to the Secretary of Energy on September 15, 2011, and reflects the work of 
over 400 participants from industry, (]cademia, states, environmentat and other organizations. 
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depending on the scenario."l. Additionally, in the most recent Annual Energy 

Outlook (2011, released in April 2011), the EIA examined the implications for 

coal-fired generation under varying assumptions about the degree of stringency 

in upcoming EPA regulations. EIA concluded that "[d]espite the decline in coal-

fired capacity in a II the analysis cases above, coal remains the largest single 

source of generation through 2035 in all but one of the cases" (with the latter case 

assuming an economy-wide cap on greenhouse gas emissions, which is not part 

of the EPA proposals and has not been adopted by Congress). These scenarios 

are depicted in the figure below, from EIA's study: 

2009i~.IIIlI ••••• 
1 

ReferenceJ~ ••••••••••. 1 
Transport Rule Mercury MACT 2o,i ••• .,.IIp ..... 

1 
Transport Rule Mercury MACT 5 •••••••••• 

Retrofit ReqUIred 20 ••••••••••• 

Retrofit Required 5 .......... l1li.11 
Low Gas price ••••••••••• 

LOW Gas Price Retrofit ReqUired 20 

LoW Gas Price Retront Required 5 

GHG Price Economy-wide 

o 2 3 5 

Source: EIA, Annual Energy Outlook 2011, page 51. 

6 

19 Congressional Research Service, "EPA's Regulation of Coal-Fired Power: Is a "Train Wreck" Coming?,"{ authored 
by James E. McCarthy and Claudia Copeland), August H, 20] 1. See page 40. 
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Other tools are available to ensure reliability as time gets closer to compliance deadlines 

in the EPA regulations: 

o State and federal regulators, and grid operators: 

State and federal regulations have a strong track record of taking steps 

necessary to ensure that the companies they supervise are meeting their 

obligation to provide reliable electric service. 

As noted in a recent letter by leadership at the FERC,20 there are active 

discussions underway by many federal agencies (EPA, FERC, the 

Department of Energy) with an interest in reliability issues and the EPA 

regulations. 

State agencies with responsibility for energy, utility and environmental 

regulations are in discussions to learn about each others' authorities and 

potential actions that the various agencies in affected states may take to 

assure smooth industry responses in their states. The national 

associations of public officials in those states (the National Association of 

Regulatory Utility Commissioners, the National Association of State 

Energy Offices, and the National Association of Clean Air Agencies) are 

assisting the states in these efforts. 

Zil These discussions an.' described in three letters sent on August 1, 2011 letter to Senator Lisa tvIurkowski from 
members of the FERC: from Chairman Wcllinghoff and Commissioners LaFleur and Norris; from Commissioner 
Philip Moeller; and from Commissioner Marc Spitzer. 
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At its July 2011 summer meeting, NARUC adopted a second resolution 

on electric reliability and the EPA regulations, in which NARUC's Board 

supported a number of actions to assure reliable electricity supply 

without calling for a delay in implementation of the EPA rules." 

Grid operators (e.g., Regional Transmission Organizations) and regional 

reliability councils in various regions are conducting studies to assess the 

timing of reliability issues, and to get ready for additional actions in later 

years. The grid operators will be able to coordinate scheduling of outages 

to support reliable operations. Notably, on August 4, 2011, the grid 

operators that represent systems that serve approximately 146 million 

Americans requested that EPA include in its final regulations on the 

Utility Toxies Rule a provision that would "authorizing a targeted 

2J The July 2001 NARUC Resolution closes with the following "resolves" - that NARUC's Board "supports efforts to 
promote State and federal environmental and energy policies that will enhance the reliability of the nation's energy 
supply and minimize cost impacts to consumers by: 

Allowing utilities to coordinate the closure and/or retrofitting of existing electric generating units in an orderly 
manner that will ensure the continued supply of electricity and that will allow power generators to upgrade 
their facilities in the most cost effective way, while at the same time achieving attainable efficiency gains and 
environmental compliance; ami 

Allowing regulatory options for units that are necessary for grid reliability that L'Dmrnit to retire or repoweri 
and 

Allowing an EPA-directed phasing-in ofthe regulation requirements; and 

Establishing interim progress standards that ensure generation units meet EPA regulations tn an orderly, cost­
effective manner; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That commissions should encourage utilities to plan for EPA regulations, and explore all options for 
complying with such regulations, in order to minimize costs to ratepayers; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That FERC should work with the EPA to develop a process that requires generators to provide notice 
to FERC, system operators, and State regulators of expected effects of forthcoming EPA regulations on operating 
plants to allow an opportunity for meaningful assessment and response to reliability issues; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That NARUC and its members should actively coordinate with their environmental regulatory 
counterparts, FERC, and the electric power sector ensuring electric system reliability and encourage the use of all 
available tools that provide flexibility in EPA regulation requirements reflecting the timeline and cost efficiency 
concerns embodied in this resolution to ensure continuing emission reduction progress while minimizing capital 
costs, rate increases and other economic impacts while meeting public health and environmental goals," 



392 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00398 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
33

3

Testimony of Susan F. Tierney before the House Energy and Commerce 28 

Subcommittee on Energy and Power (Hearing on EPA Rt'gulatiol1S and Electric Reliability, September 14,20! I) 

backstop reliability safeguard, on a unit-specific basis, to ensure that the 

compliance deadlines set forth in the Proposed Rule do not cause electric 

grid reliability issues that cannot be remedied within the proposed 

compliance deadline." Notably, these grid operators (including ERCOT, 

MISO, NYISO, PJM, and the SPP") called for this provision to be included 

in the final regulations, and not for a wholesale delay in the 

implementation of the rule.'-1 

22 ERCOT is the Electric Reliability Council of Texas; MISO is the Midwest Independent Transmission System 
Operator; NYISO is the New York Independent System Operator; PJM is PJM Interconnection; and SPP is the 

Southwest Power Pool. 'These correspond roughly with the following regional reliability councils noted on the map 
above: TRE (ERCOT); RFC (PjM); SPP (51'1'); MRO (MISO); NpCC (includes NYISO, among other regions). 

As noted in the comments of ERCOT, MISO, NYISO, pjM and SPI', "RTOs and ISOs are responsible for ensuring 
the continued reliability of the bulk power system in order to "keep the lights on" to millions of Americans in our 
r~spective footprints .... The RTOs and 1505 are independent entities with no financial slake in any generator or other 
market participant.. .. flne RTOs and ISOs] urge that the EPA consider authorizing a targeted backstop reliability 
safeguard, On a unit-specific basis, to ensure that the compliance deadlines set forth in the Proposed Rule do not 
cause electric grid reliability issues that cannot be remedied within the proposed compliance deadline ..... PERC has 

indicated that due to the deregulated status of generation, the RTOs do not have authority to simply prohibit units 
from retiring.fFootnote in original] Similmly, under the deregulated structure of the ERCOT market, ERCOT does not 
have the authority to outright prohibit generation retirements. When an ISOjRTO receives notice of a generation 
retirement, it assesses the reliability impact.. .. Admittedly, it is difficult to assess the fun scope of local and regional 

reliability impacts absent information from each of the asset owners as to their intentions to retrofit or retire their 
unjts. Unfortunately, those decisions arc not fully known at this point because they will be driven, in part, by the 
provisions of the final EPA rules, their relationship to other environmental rules and future market conditions such 
as the projected costs of competing fuels and forms of generation, Even if overall regional or national levels of 
capacity remain sufiicient, local reliability impacts, the extent of which are still unknown, can have a profound effect 
on ensuring system reliability within specific areas that can serve substantial load, such as urban areas.[footnote in 
original] Although the impacts cannot be stated with certainty, given the potential reliability issues that could result 
from the impact of this rule within the context of several EPA rulemakings, the Joint RTO Commentors respectfully 
request that the EPA consider revisions that provide for an extension process that would, in essence, allow for the 
continued operation of units - "R€1iability Critical Units" -- identified by the ISO/RTO through its retirement analysis 

D.S necessary to maintain grid reliability .... fT]the extension would be tailored to the specific reliability need, D.nd 

would only be effective until such time the reliability issue is remedied via the most expeditious and efficient means 
available, whether that is transmission reinforcements and/or through replacement resources." Joint Comments 
submitted to the EPA regarding "National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants From Coal and Oil­

Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel-FiredElectric Utility, 
Industrial-Commercial-Institutional, and Small Industrial-Commercial~Institutional Steam Generating Units, EPA­

HQ-OAR-2009-0234, EPA-HQ-OAR-2011-0044, FRL-9286-1, August 4, 2011. 
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Some states have begun to call for and review utility plans to comply 

with EPA regulations and to assure local reliability requirements. Some 

states (like New York State) have recently updated statutes to support 

timely reviews of proposals to site new power plant projects. Other states 

(e.g., California) have experience with streamlining permitting processes 

to assure timely state agency reviews of plans. 

As a bottom line, there are several fundamental safeguards that prevent reliability 

problems from occurring in the end. There are many existing statutory authorities and 

regulatory/risk-management tools that exist to ensure that electric system reliability can 

be maintained, even as the industry responds to the EPA regulations. Congress has 

already provided the tools needed to ensure that implementation of regulations 

designed to protect public health do not end us in a clash with other critical objectives, 

such as reliable electricity supply. The principal tools that can provide for extra time for 

compliance, in order to ensure electric reliability, are as follows: 

o Under Section 112(i)(3)(B) of the Clean Air Act,2' EPA has the ability to extend 

the compliance deadlines in the Utility Toxics Rule for individual companies for 

one year on a case-by-case basis, for affected generating units where the owner 

24 "(8) The Administrator (or a State with a program approved under subchapter V of this chapter) may issue a 
permit that grants an extension permitting an existing source up to 1 additional year to comply with standards under 
subsection (d) of this section jf such additional period is necessary for the installation of controls, An additional 
extension of up to 3 years may be added for mining waste operations, if the 4·year compliance time is insufficient to 
dry and cover mining waste in order to reduce emissions of any pollutant listed under subsection (b) of this section," 
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has taken steps to comply in a timely fashion but still needs more time to assure 

reliable system operations. 

o Under FERC supervision, grid operators can provide financial incentives to 

companies that file a request to retire a power plant, where such plant closures 

would raise reliability concerns. There are examples where the parties have 

negotiated consent decrees to allow continued operation while steps are taken to 

mitigate the reliability issues. Examples are: PJM's provision of financial 

incentives to Exelon, the owner of the Eddystone plant in Pennsylvania, to keep 

that plant in operator pending resolution of reliability issues; and ISO-NE's 

provision of financial incentives to Dominion, to support continued operation of 

the Salem Harbor power plant in Massachusetts while steps were taken to 

address local reliability issues that would arise in the event the plant retired. 

o The Clean Air Act (Section 112(i)(4»25 gives the President of the United States the 

authority to extend compliance deadlines for the Toxics Rule where such 

extensions are necessary to assure electric system reliability. 

o The Federal Power Act (Section 202(c» gives the U.s. DOE the authority to 

override Clean Air Act control requirements in limited emergency circumstances 

where there is a finding that an electric emergency exists.26 

2'> U(4) Presidential exemption, The President may exempt any stationary source from compliance with any standard 
or limitation under this section for a period of not more than 2 years if the President determines that the technology 
to implement such standard is not available and that it is in the national security interests of the United States to do 
so. An exemption under this paragraph may be extended for "1 or more additional perjods, each period not to exceed 
2 years. The President shall report to Congress with respect to each exemption (or extension thereof) made under this 
pilfagraph. " 
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Under such existing legal authority, even a power plant planned to be retired for 

economic reasons - and not because of EPA regulations - could be required to remain in 

service pending actions to mitigate the reliability issues. For example, there is a notable 

recent situation in which the Secretary of Energy used this authority to order that that 

the Potomac River Generating Station remain in operation so as to assure reliability of 

the electric supply to the District of Columbia, even though the plant had been found to 

be in violation of state air pollution requirements. The plant was ordered to remain 

open until the regional grid operator provided a plan to assure electric reliability. As 

described in regulatory orders at the time: 

On December 20, 2005, the Secretary of Energy entered an order finding that an 

emergency exists under section 202( c), and ordered the Plant to generate 

electricity.'? The December 20 Order found that an emergency situation exists in 

21> "§ 205.371 Definition of emergency. "Emergency," as used herein, is defined as an unexpected inadequate supply 
of electric energy which may result from the unexpected outage or breakdown of facilities for the generation, 
transmission or distribution of electric power. Such events may be the result of weather conditions, acts of God, or 
unforeseen occurrences not reasonably within the power of the affected "entity" to prc'(ent. An emergency also can 
result from a sudden increase in customer demand, an inability to obtain adequate amounts of the necessary fuels to 
generate electricity, or a regulatory action which prohibits the usc of certain electric power supply facilities. Actions 
under this authority are envisioned as meeting a specific inZldequate power supply situation. Extended periods of 
insufficient power supply as a result of inadequate planning or the failure to construct necessary facilities can result 
in an emergency as contemplated in these regulations. In such cases, the impacted "enlity" will be expected to make 
firm arrangements to resolve the problem until new facilities become available, so that a continuing emergency order 
is not needed. Situations where a shortage of electric energy is projected due solely to the failure of parties to agree to 
terms, conditions or other economic factors relating to service, generally will not be considered as emergencies unless 
the inability to supply electric service is imminent. Where an electricity outage or service inadequacy qualifies for a 
section 202(c) order, contractual difficulties alone will not be sufficient to preclude the issuance of an emergency 
order." 

F(}()tnote 2 in the original: "U.s. Depzlrtment of Energy, Order No. 202-05-2 (December 20,2005) (December 20 
Order). Authority under section 202(c) was transferred to the Secretary of Energy in 1980 by the Department of 
Energy Organization Act, Pub. L. 95-91, 91 Stat. 565 (42 USc. § 7101). Pu/JIic Utility District No.2 of Grant County. 

Wnsliil1gton, 95 FERC 1[ 61,338 at n. 49 (2001). Here, we will therefore substitute "Secretary of Energy" for references 
to the Commission. Section 202(c) states that "[ d]uring the continuance of any war in which the United States is 
engaged, or whenever the [Secretary of Energy1 determines that an emergency exists by reason of a sudden increase 
in the demand for electric energy, or ;) shortage of electric energy of f:1cilities for the generation or transmission of 
electric energy, or of fuel or water for generating facilities, or other causes, the [Secretary of Energy] shall have the 
authority, either upon its own motion or upon complaint, with or without notice, hearing, or report, to require by 
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the Washington, D.C. area, due to shortages in electric energy, facilities for the 

generation of electric energy, and facilities for the transmission of electric energy, 

as well as other causes. The Secretary of Energy directed Mirant to operate in a 

manner that provides reasonable electric reliability but that also minimizes any 

environmental harm from operation of the Plant." 

RECENT MARKET DEVELOPMENTS PROVIDE PRACTICAL EVIDENCE THAT THE 
IMPACTS ARE MANAGEABLE. 

There are already practical signs that the market is responding to the expectation that the EPA 

clean air regulations will go into eHect. Examples include: 

The previously mentioned recent statements of CEOs of companies that own coal-fired 

generating units, which indicate that their companies are reasonably well-positioned 

and that the impacts are manageable. 

The expeditious actions of states and utility companies to implement steps deemed to be 

important for cleaner energy production and public health. A prime example is the 

recent effort in Colorado to implement a state law (the Colorado Clean Energy - Clean 

Jobs Law) that required the state's utilities to take actions similar to those required by 

the EPA's clean air regulations. Within one year of enactment of that act, the state's 

largest utility (Xcel Energy) had filed plans to comply by shutting down a coal plant and 

replacing it with a new gas-fired generating station, which the state's public health 

order such temporary connections of facilities and such generation, delivery, interchange, or transmission of electric 
energy as in its judgment will best meet the emergency and serve the public interest." 

2[( Source: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, District o/Columbin Public Service CommissioH, 114 PERC 11' 61, 017 
(Docket No. EL05-145-000), Order on Petition and Complaint, January 9, 2006. 
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agency and utility commission reviewed for compliance with that new law as well as the 

state's long-standing requirements for least-cost planning. 

The recent results of the PJM May 2011 "forward capacity auction," which confirm that 

the 13-state PJM region will have ample electricity supply after proposed EPA clean air 

rules take effect on or before January 2015. This last example deserves a longer 

explanation, below, because it exemplifies some of the creative ways that the industry is 

responding to the EPA regulations in conjunction with other long-standing electric 

requirements. 

o PJM operates the nation's largest integrated power market that includes 

hundreds of generating units providing electric power to 54 million customers in 

13 mid-Atlantic and Midwestern states, as well as the District of Columbia. With 

over one-sixth of total U.s. generating capacity, PJM is also home to many of the 

plants that will be affected by the CSAPR and the Utility Toxics rules. Each year, 

to assure that there is sufficient generating capacity to meet future demand in 

upcoming years, PJM solicits proposals from power suppliers willing to provide 

capacity to the market three years forward. The winners in each year's PJM 

Reliability Pricing Model ("RPM") auction commit to being available to provide 

electric service during that future time period, and to receive compensation 

(capacity payments) for doing so. 

o As indicated by the results of the May 2011 RPM auction for power supply for the 

period from May 31, 2014 through June 1, 2015, PJM will have more than enough 
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capacity to meet federal reliability standards set by NERC in the year in which 

both the EPA's proposed clean air rules would be in effect. Notably, more than 4 

GW of new capacity came into the market with this auction, including new 

generation and new demand-side resources such as energy efficiency and 

demand response. This outcome shows the variety of ways in which market 

participants are providing efficient responses to power requirements as well as 

environmental requirements. 

In addition, power companies in PJM (such as AEP and Duke-Ohio) that do not 

participate in the capacity auction are required to certify that they have adequate 

capacity to ensure reliable service. These companies have confirmed that they 

have sufficient electric capacity to meet their needs through June 1, 2015 more 

than five months after the EPA rules are expected to take effect. 

In my opinion, the PJM auction results reinforce the fundamental point that the electric 

industry has the tools to address the retirement of old, inefficient coal-fired units, 

preserve reliable service for customers. 

INVESTMENT BENEFITS RESULT FROM THE INDUSTRY'S RESPONSE TO EPA 
REGULATIONS, WITH A MORE MODERN ELECTRIC SYSTEM A FEW YEARS FROM 
NOW 

In my experience as a state utility regulator and a state cabinet officer responsible for 

implementing environmental regulations, I am aware of the tensions that often exist on the eve 

of implementing new regulations that will impose costs of an industry (and sometimes on the 
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consumers of its products), and the fears that such regulations will lead to jobs losses. Often, 

though, the very capital investments and expenditures that will be made by the industry to 

respond to regulatory requirement can - and do - produce positive economic activities in the 

local and regional communities affected. 

I note two recent studies that have examined the job impacts of the EPA's air regulations. One 

is a report ("New Jobs, Cleaner Air: Employment Effects Under the Planned Changes to the 

EPA's Air Pollution Rules") published in February 2011 by CERES, and co-authored by J. 

Heintz, H. Garrett-Peltier and B. Zipperer of the Political Economy Research Institute (PERI) of 

the University of Massachusetts). The other is a report ("Why EPA's Mercury and Air Toxies 

Rule is Good for the Economy and America's Workforce") is authored by Charles Cicchetti, 

Navigant Consulting, July 2011. 

The forward to the CERES/PERI study summarizes that "Since 1970, investments to comply 

with the Clean Air Act have provided $4 to $8 in economic benefits for every $1 spent on 

compliance, according to the nonpartisan Office of Management and Budget. Since the passage 

of the Clean Air Act Amendments in 1990, U.S. average electricity rates (real) have remained 

flat even as electric utilities have invested hundreds of billions of dollars to cut their air 

pollution emissions. During the same period, America's overall GOP increased by 60 percent in 

inflation-adjusted terms." 

The PERI researchers found that if the electric industry were required to comply with 

"stringent" EPA compliance rules with capital investments reaching almost $200 billion 
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between 2010-2015 ("including almost $94 billion on pollution controls and over $100 billion on 

about 68,000 megawatts of new generation capacity), there would likely be net positive benefits: 

Constructing such new capacity and installing pollution controls will create a wide array 

of skilled, high-paying jobs, including engineers, project managers, electricians, 

boilermakers, pipefitters, millwrights and iron workers .... [B]etween 2010 and 2015, 

these capital investments in pollution controls and new generation will create an 

estimated 1.46 million jobs or about 291,577 year-round jobs on average for each of those 

five years .... [T]ransforming to a cleaner, modern fleet through retirement of older, less 

efficient plants, installation of pollution controls and construction of new capacity will 

result in a net gain of over 4,254 operation and maintenance (O&M) jobs across the 

Eastern Interconnection. Distribution of these O&M jobs will vary from state-to-state, 

depending on where coal plants are retired (O&M job reduction) and where new 

generation capacity is installed (O&M job gains)." 

Over the five years, investments in pollution controls and new generation capacity 

will create significant numbers of new jobs in each of the states within the Eastern 

Interconnection, more than offsetting any job reductions from projected coal plant 

closures. 

The largest estimated job gains are in Illinois, (122,695), Virginia, (123,014), 

Tennessee, (113,138), North Carolina (76,966) and Ohio (76,240). 

In states with net O&M job reductions, projected gains in capital improvement jobs 

will provide enough work to fully offset the O&M job reductions. The construction 

of pollution controls will create a significant, near-term increase in new jobs. O&M 

job reductions are likely to occur later in the period."" 

Dr. Cicchetti's study reviewed the EPA's benefit/cost estimates prepared as part of the proposed 

Utility Toxics Rule, and concluded that the methodology understated the net economic benefits 

of the proposed rule: 

This report evaluates EPA's benefit-cost analysis as well as quantifies additional benefits 

that EPA chose not to monetize or include in their final benefit-cost results. EPA's 

analysis is both comprehensive and conservative, and the proposed Toxies Rule would 

2') CERES/PERI report; Executive Summary. 
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result in an additional $10.5 billion in annual benefits that EPA did not quantify or 

include in its analysis. 

37 

EPA, nevertheless, concluded that the annual benefits of the proposed Toxies Rule 

would dwarf the compliance costs, yielding net benefits (benefits minus costs) of about 

$42 billion to $129 billion per year. Some have argued that EPA's benefit-cost analysis is 

faulty because it includes co-benefits from S02, NOX, particulate matter (PM), and 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, which are not directly regulated by the proposed 

Toxies Rule. Those who suggest that it is improper for EPA to calculate co-benefits from 

reductions of non-hazardous pollutants, which are regulated under other sections of the 

Clean Air Act, have a fundamental lack of knowledge of the core economic concept of 

opportunity benefits and a poor understanding of how to conduct an benefit-cost or 

economic impact analysis.1 EPA's benefit-cost analysis is comprehensive and relies 

upon sound and proven scientific methods and data. 

Moreover, EPA's benefit-cost analysis was extremely conservative. EPA ignores the 

likely overestimate of compliance costs and likely underestimate of realized benefits of 

the proposed Toxics Rule and fails to substitute a reasonable degree of new energy 

efficiency and demand-side management. Because it already had enough information to 

conclude that the benefits of the proposed Rule far outweigh the costs, EPA also chose 

not to quantify many additional benefits. In this Report, we identify an additional $8.2 

billion in annual benefits plus $2.3 billion in likely energy efficiency savings resulting 

from EPA's proposed Toxics Rule. These include the combined employer business 

savings for lost workdays, employee recruiting, training, integration, and replacement, 

and avoided restricted outdoor activities; reduced health care and insurance costs, and 

increased employment at a time when the economy is stressed .... This study also 

examines some of the second and third order effects that EPA did not calculate. The 

additional analysis in this Report shows that the proposed Taxies Rule would add 

115,520 jobs, GOP growth of $7.170 billion, and additional tax receipts of $2.689 billion. 

These results are summarized in the following table from the Cicchetti study (executive 

summary): 
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EPA Calculations 
in Regulation Impact 

Analysis 

Adding Energy 
Efficiency 

($2.3 million in 2015) 
Adding Additional 

Analysis in this Report 

Net Benefits 

Job Increase~ 

Healthcare Savings 

GOP Increases 

Increased Tax 
Revenues 

CONCLUSION 

$42 - $129 billion 

35,970 

$3.445 billion 

nla 

nla 

$44.3 - $131.3 billion $52.5-$139.5 billion 

nla 115,520 

n/a $4,513 billion 

nl. $7.170 billion 

n/a $2.689 billion 

For these reasons, I strongly believe that the nation does not need to trade off improvements in 

public health for lower electric reliability. Both of these are essential "givens" for Americans. 

I urge the Committee to continue to take interest in this important topic, but to do so with an 

expectation that the industry will respond innovatively and effectively, and with confidence 

that Americans can get the benefits of both clean air and reliable electricity. This investment in 

cleaning up and modernizing the nation's power supply system is important and do-able. In 

my opinion, there is no reason to delay the implementation of the Clean Air Transport Rule or 

the Utility Toxies Rule. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Dr. Tierney. 
Mr. Hanger, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF JOHN HANGER 
Mr. HANGER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Rush 

and members of the subcommittee. Again, good afternoon. And I 
have had the privilege to serve Pennsylvania as both a public util-
ity commissioner and more recently as the Secretary of Environ-
mental Protection. The Department of Environmental Protection in 
Pennsylvania also regulates the oil and gas industry and is respon-
sible for the production numbers that are really rather extraor-
dinary. 

The recent discoveries of natural gas from shale formations in 
Pennsylvania and other States will allow us to tap into a domestic 
cleaner fuel that can power America into the future. I am proud 
to have played a role in making Pennsylvania a major producer of 
natural gas and ensuring strong rules for its production. I think 
that the promise of this abundant fuel provides an important back-
drop to our discussions today and in particular the concern about 
replacement power generation. 

From 2000 to 2008, just in Pennsylvania, 8,000 megawatts of 
new gas capacity was built. Pennsylvania is located in the middle 
of the region known as PJM, which spans 13 States and provides 
electric service to over 58 million people. This past May, PJM con-
ducted an electric generation auction for the 2014–2015 delivery 
year, which is the first time period in which both the Cross-State 
Air Pollution Rule and the Mercury and Air Toxics Rule will be in 
effect. The results of the auction speak for themselves. As a result 
of the auction, PJM knows that it will have sufficient resources to 
meet demand during the delivery year and also that it will have 
a reserve margin of 19.6 percent, which is in excess of the target 
15.3 percent installed reserve margin for the region. 

Some regulators and companies from other States say the grid 
cannot manage the retirement of a significant amount of coal gen-
eration but I am here to tell you that it can be managed. In Penn-
sylvania, we have already faced the retirement of some of our coal- 
fired power plants, and it was done in a responsible, orderly fash-
ion, and the lights stayed on. Back in December 2009, one of our 
generator operators, Exelon, decided to retire four coal- and oil- 
fired units with a combined capacity of 933 megawatts at two sta-
tions in southeastern Pennsylvania. When they were built, they 
were state of the art, but they were built during the Eisenhower 
Administration. They do not produce energy as efficiently as newer 
technologies and therefore waste energy while they emit dangerous 
pollutants that sicken and indeed kill people. The EPA was also en-
forcing rules concerning thermal discharges from these plants. 

When Exelon notified PJM of its intention to retire the units by 
May 2011, PJM said transmission upgrades would first be required 
to protect reliability. As a result, the EPA, PJM and Exelon worked 
together to execute a consent order that had two units retire on the 
original schedule while two others were allowed to run for reli-
ability reasons only for up to another 7 and 12 months, respec-
tively. The Cromby Eddystone example represents a workable 
model for EPA to follow in resolving similar situations in other 
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States that may arise as it implements its air quality regulations 
in the coming years. Indeed, five RTOs have informed EPA that 
they are willing to assist EPA in identifying where certain plants 
needed for reliability should be eligible for an extension of time to 
achieve compliance. These five RTOs have proposed a safety valve 
or reliability safeguard, and I have attached those comments to my 
testimony. The RTOs also asserted that they anticipate the reli-
ability safeguard, and this is their language, ‘‘would not need to be 
invoked often, if at all.’’ 

In conclusion, I would like to end with a quote from an August 
26, 2011, PJM report. The report says, ‘‘Newer, more efficient gen-
eration resources that replace retiring generation may have lower 
forced outage rates and thus are more dependable than older gen-
eration resources that may be nearing the end of their useful lives. 
Additionally, new entry generation demand response and energy ef-
ficiency resources may also provide lower-cost alternatives to 
achieve resource adequacy and local reliability.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, across this country, we have some very good 
news. There is a lot of new generation being built. We focus a lot 
on retirement of old plants that are inefficient and highly polluting 
but there are tens of thousands of megawatts of new generation 
under construction and many more in the planning phase. It is 
time to get on with this and protect the people’s health of this 
country as well as ensuring that the lights stay on. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Hanger follows:] 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00410 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE



405 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00411 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
34

4

Testimony of John Hanger 

Before the 

U.S. House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee 
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September 14, 2011, at 9:00 a.m. 

2322 Rayburn House Office Building 

Chairman Whitfield, Ranking Member Rush, and members ofthe Subcommittee: 

Good morning. My name is John Hanger and I am President of Hanger Consulting LLC. 

appreciate the opportunity to speak with you today concerning the Environmental Protection 

Agency's new and proposed power sector regulations and I hope to share with you some 

insights gained over 27 years of experience at the intersection of energy and environmental 

policy. 

I have had the privilege to serve Pennsylvania as both a public utility commissioner and, 

more recently, as a secretary of environmental protection. I was Pennsylvania DEP secretary 

between 2008 -2011 and a Commissioner ofthe Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission from 

1993-1998. Throughout this time, the electricity industry has continued to improve 

environmental performance and most of the industry has installed pollution controls that limit 

the impact on public health and environment. Reasonable environmental regulations have 

played a critical role in this progress by appropriately pushing and prodding us along. 

Today the industry continues to transform and diversify itself. The recent discoveries of 

natural gas from shale formations in Pennsylvania and other states will allow us to tap into a 

1 
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domestic, cleaner fuel that can power America into the future. I am proud to have played a 

role in making Pennsylvania a major producer of natural gas and ensuring strong rules for its 

production. I think that the promise of this abundant fuel provides an important backdrop to 

our discussions today, and, in particular, the concern about replacement power generation. 

I begin by noting that just over 48% of the megawatt hours generated in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania come from coal-fired power plants. Though our emissions are 

trending downward, Pennsylvania is currently second highest in the nation for emissions of 

sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and carbon dioxide. However, as we deploy the nation's largest 

shale gas deposits, we see a path forward to cleaner generation and job creation that promises 

to reduce health impacts without affecting reliability. 

My testimony will cover three points. First, I will discuss the ability of the P JM states to 

respond to impending EPA regulations. Second, I will provide a recent example involving two 

power plants in Pennsylvania that sought to retire but were needed for system reliability. 

Finally, I will explain how EPA, if it so chooses, could take advantage ofthis example and extend 

it to the rest of the country to effectively manage power plant retirements while maintaining 

reliability. 

PfM's Analysis Shows the Region Will Have More than Adequate 
Resources after the EPA Regulations Take Effect 

Pennsylvania is located in the middle ofthe region known as PJM, which spans 13 states 

and provides electric service to over 58 million people. PJM is a regional transmission 

organization that oversees transmission grid operations and operates competitive wholesale 

2 
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electricity markets. In PJM, all electric generation resources are centrally dispatched. That 

means the system operator, PJM, decides which plants will run during any given hour based on 

the plant's cost; the lowest cost plants that can serve the need set the price for all wholesale 

customers in the PJM region. In order to provide a future price signal to ensure that adequate 

resources will be available, PJM also operates a forward capacity market known as the 

reliability pricing model or RPM, through which PJM acquires capacity (both generation and 

demand resources) for a delivery year that is three years into the future. Units that bid in the 

auction commit that they will be available to serve customers during the delivery year; units 

that expect to retire before the delivery year do not bid. 

This past May, PJM conducted its capacity auction for the 2014/2015 delivery year, 

which is the first time period in which both the Cross-State Air Pollution rule and the Mercury 

and Air Toxics rule will be in effect. In that auction, PJM selected offers to serve the region 

from energy resources including new generating resources, capacity upgrades to existing power 

plants, new demand response resources, and new commitments to energy efficiency. The 

results speak for themselves. As a result of the auction, PJM knows that it will have sufficient 

resources to meet demand during the delivery year, and also that it will have a reserve margin 

of 19.6 percent, which is in excess of the target 15.3 percent installed reserve margin in the 

region. In short, PJM has concluded that it does not expect a system-wide resource adequacy 

problem from the reduction in cleared coal capacity in RPM and from announced retirements. 

With a market design like the one FERC has approved for PJM, these conclusions are not 

remarkable. Forward capacity markets provide price signals for new resources to enter the 

3 
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market when they are needed; and resources that are not economic can ramp down or retire in 

an orderly fashion. Again, just look at Pennsylvania. Recall that I mentioned that 48% of the 

MWh in Pennsylvania come from coal-fired power plants. Ten years ago, that number was 

57%. How could Pennsylvania manage a 15% drop in coal-fired generation? As a result of 

PJM's competitive markets, other cost-effective resources have been constructed, and PJM has 

dispatched them more. For example, during that same period, gas-fired generation has 

increased from 2% to 13%. Between 2000 and 2008, Pennsylvania's gas-fired generation 

capacity increased by over 8 GW. And at the same time, Pennsylvania's average residential 

rates, adjusted for inflation, have decreased, while the national average has increased. The 

generation fleet has become more diverse, and emissions by the state's plants have dropped 

considerably. All of these developments are positive. Yet, despite them, the quality of the air 

breathed by citizens of Pennsylvania still does not meet minimum health standards, due in large 

part to upwind emissions by power plants in other states that enter Pennsylvania. 

Other States Can Manage Fleet Transition; A Pennsylvania Case Study 

Some regulators and companies from other states say the grid cannot manage the 

retirement of a significant amount of coal generation. It is certainly true that electric reliability 

is critical to the nation's economic health. Our economy depends on the certainty that our 

electric power supply will be there at all times. Ensuring that the operators of our electricity 

infrastructure maintain reliable electric service is the responsibility of all energy regulators, 

both federal and state, and I commend the FERC and state regulators that have appeared here 

today for their diligence on this front. But I am here to tell you that it can be managed. In 

4 
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Pennsylvania, we have already faced the retirement of some of our coal-fired power plants and 

it was done in a responsible, orderly fashion, and the lights stayed on. 

Back in December 2009, one of our generation operators, Exelon, decided to retire four 

coal and oil-fired units with a combined capacity of 933 megawatts at two stations in 

southeastern Pennsylvania. The four units were: 

Cromby Unit 1: a 144-megawatt ("MW'J coal-fired unit built in 1954; 
Cromby Unit 2: a 201-MW peaking unit that can operate on oil or gas, built in 

1955; and 

Eddystone Unit 1 and Unit 2: combined capacity of588-MW coal-fired plants built 
in 1960. 

These plants, while state-of-the-art when built, are now over fifty years old. They do 

not produce energy as efficiently as newer technologies, and therefore waste energy while they 

emit dangerous pollutants. For example, Eddystone unit 1 only captures about 34% of the 

energy in the coal burned in its boilers, while a new combined cycle gas turbine can capture 

60% of the energy in the gas it burns. And while all coal- and oil-fired units emit 502, NOx, and 

mercury, older units like Cromby and Eddystone emit these pollutants at a higher rate than 

more efficient units. In any event, Exelon concluded that these four units were simply 

uneconomic given their age and efficiency, wholesale electricity market prices, and new 

investment that may have been required to meet environmental requirements, particularly 

with respect to Cromby's heated wastewater discharges. Thus, it concluded that it could not 

justify the ongoing capital and operating costs that would be necessary to keep them in 

operation. 

Power plant owners within PJM are required to provide notice to PJM of the proposed 

deactivation of any unit located in that region. Exelon notified PJM on December 2,2009 of its 

5 
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intention to retire the Cromby and Eddystone units as of May 2011. However, after studying 

the effect of deactivating the units, PJM advised Exelon that deactivation of Cromby and 

Eddystone would adversely affect the reliability of the PJM transmission system unless 18 

different upgrades to the transmission system were completed. 

On March 2nd, 2010, PJM announced the schedule on which the units would be allowed 

to retire based on the anticipated completion dates ofthe transmission upgrades. This schedule 

was subsequently revised to allow the units to retire on the following schedule: 

Cromby Unit 1 and Eddystone Unit 1 by May 31, 2011 (the original date planned by 

the owner); 
Cromby Unit 2 by December 31,2011 (7 months later than planned); and 

Eddystone Unit 2 by May 31,2012 (12 months later than planned). 

In other words, PJM concluded that all 18 of the transmission upgrades necessary to allow the 

plants to retire could be designed, constructed, and placed in service within 29 months ofthe 

company's announcement of the decision to retire the units. 

As Secretary of Pennsylvania's Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), I would 

have preferred that the units be permitted to retire on the original schedule, especially ifthe 

owner wasn't gOing to make additional investments in Cromby's wastewater discharge systems. 

However, I certainly was not in a position to dispute PJM's assessment of the need for the 

upgrades to be completed before the plants could retire. Ultimately, the DEP and Exelon were 

able to reach agreement on a consent decree that resolved Exelon's ongoing environmental 

permitting issues by requiring Exelon to retire Cromby Unit 1 and Eddystone Unit 1 as 

scheduled on or before May 31, 2011, while authorizing Exelon to operate Cromby Unit 2 and 

6 
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Eddystone Unit 2 for reliability purposes only until their respective retirement dates. Exelon 

and PJM agreed to explicit operating procedures that would prevent the dispatch of these units 

except for "Reliability Purposes," defined as the commitment of the units only "after all 

[generation] resources have already been committed and additional units are required to help 

alleviate a 'Transmission Security Emergency .... '" Exelon continues to operate the remaining 

two units pursuant to this agreement today, though at drastically lower levels than they 

operated in the past. My understanding is that the vast majority of the employees who worked 

in the plants have either been redeployed within the company or chosen a voluntary early 

retirement package. As a result of this agreement, the four old, inefficient, uneconomic units 

will be retired in a manner that protects reliability and achieves substantial improvements to air 

and water quality. 

Lessons from the Cromby-Eddystone Example for Other Regions 

Though, as I noted, the Cromby and Eddystone units were not retired as a result of EPA 

air quality regulations,l the Cromby-Eddystone example represents a workable model for EPA 

to follow in resolving similar situations in other states that may arise as it implements its air 

quality regulations in the coming years. Indeed, five RTOs have informed EPA that they are 

willing to assist EPA in identifying whether certain plants, needed for reliability, should be 

1 In the Cromby situation, the Clean Water Act authorized me to impose less stringent thermal effluent 
limits in a permit than would otherwise be required to meet Pennsylvania water quality standards. If a 
discharger demonstrates that less stringent limits will assure the protection and propagation of a 
balanced indigenous population of shellfish, fish, and wildlife in and on the receiving body of water, I 
was permitted to approve such less stringent limits. Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.c. § 1326(a). Since I was 
able to conclude that the sequential shutdown of the units under the terms and conditions ofthe 
Consent Decree would eliminate future potential violations and was thus sufficiently protective of the 
water body and its inhabitants, I authorized the plants to continue operation as needed for reliability. 
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eligible for an extension of time to achieve compliance.' These five RTOs, which include ERCOT, 

are charged with overseeing the reliability of the electric grid serving 146 million Americans. 

Last month, they joined in comments to the EPA on the Mercury and Air Toxics rule and stated 

that they do not believe a blanket extension of time to comply is necessary. Rather, together 

they advocated a framework to ensure that retiring units do not jeopardize the reliability of the 

electric system. The "Reliability Safeguard" proposed by the Joint RTO Commenters establishes 

a unit-specific approach to address any local reliability impacts caused by retiring units. 

Notwithstanding the otherwise applicable RTO retirement advance notice requirements 

which range from 4S days to 26 weeks, the Joint RTO Commenters recommend that EPA grant 

extensions on a case-by-case basis only to "reliability-critical units" that provide at least two 

years advance notice of retirement. After receiving the two-year advance notice, the RTO 

would analyze the request through its planning process, and if it determined that the unit was 

"reliability critical" and the necessary reinforcements or replacement resources would take 

more than three years to complete, the unit would be granted an extension of time to comply. 

Under this proposed targeted "safety valve," such units would only be allowed to operate "until 

the reliability issue is remedied via the most expeditious and efficient means available," but 

would not be subject to compliance penalties during the extension. Reinforcing the position 

that this proposed safeguard would only be used in narrow circumstances, the RTOs asserted 

they "anticipate that [the Reliability Safeguard) would not need to be invoked often, if at all." 

2 The Joint RTO comments are attached as Exhibit A. 
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As I understand it, EPA has similarly broad authority under the Clean Air Act as I did 

under the Clean Water Act when I authorized the Exelon units to remain in operation while the 

transmission upgrades were completed. First, EPA can grant one-year extensions under CAA 

section 112(i)(3)(9) when necessary for the installation of controls. Assuming this could be 

interpreted to apply to retiring units, this would give units a total of 48 months to allow 

replacement generation or upgrades to be constructed. As I noted, all 18 upgrades necessary 

for Cromby and Eddystone to retire will be completed in 29 months. Second, EPA could 

negotiate an extension for a reliability-critical unit under CAA section 113(a)(4) and allow an 

additional one-year grace period in an administrative order on consent. In the extremely 

unlikely event of a "national emergency extension" under CAA section 112(i)4), the President 

similarly could authorize an extension for a reliability-critical unit. Finally, in the event that 

there is an emergency proceeding under section 202(c) ofthe Federal Power Act, FERC or DOE 

could authorize an extension for a reliability-critical unit in any order or negotiated consent 

decree. In short, there are mechanisms to implement the Joint RTO approach and expand the 

Cromby-Eddystone model to other regions. What is clear, however, is that EPA does not have 

the authority to issue a blanket extension to all units. 

Conclusion 

I would like to conclude by Citing some of PJM's conclusions from a recent report about 

the question we are here today to discuss. with respect to the potential for significant coal 

retirements, PJM noted as follows: 

9 
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Resource retirement and new resource entry are part of the natural cycle of any weI/­
functioning and competitive wholesale power market. The cycle of retirement and new entry 
may also help facilitate mojor policy changes in a more cost-effective manner. Absent resource 
adequacy and/or local reliability problems, generation retirements are not, per se, an 
operational negative and may result in enhanced operational reliability and lower costs, taking 
the public policy context as given. Newer, more efficient generation resources that replace 
retiring generation may have lower forced outage rates and thus, are more dependable than 
older generation resources that may be nearing the end of their useful lives. Additional/y, new 
entry generation, demand response and energy efficiency resources may also provide lower cost 
alternatives to achieve resource adequacy and local reliability. 3 

In my view, it is time to get on with it, both in PJM and throughout the country. In the 

event there are local system reliability concerns, the Cromby-Eddystone example demonstrates 

how power plant owners, RTOs and regulatory agencies can and do find practical solutions to 

reconcile competing environmental and reliability needs. It demonstrates how important it is 

for power plant owners to disclose their intended method of complying with impending 

regulations, whether by retrofitting a plant or choosing to retire it. And it demonstrates how 

flexibility in environmental regulation exists to allow customized solutions to reliability issues 

for specific, local circumstances. 

EPA should consider the Cromby-Eddystone model as it works to finalize the Mercury 

and Air Toxics rule. If government and industry work together to work toward compliance with 

these important rules, we can ensure grid reliability, protection ofthe public's health, and an 

orderly transition from uneconomic and environmentally-challenged power plants. 

3 Coal Capacity at Risk for Retirement in PJM: Potential Impacts ofthe Finalized EPA Cross State Air 
pollution Rule and Proposed National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, p. 33 (Aug. 
2011). 
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Exhibit A 

BEFORE THE UNITED STATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

National Emission Standards for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants From Coal and 
Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam 
Generating Units and Standards of 
Performance for Fossil-Fuel·Fired 
Electric Utility, Industrial-Commercial· 
Institutional, and Small Industrial· 
Commercial·lnstitutional Steam 
Generating Units 

EPA·HQ·OAR·2009-0234 

EPA·HQ·OAR·2011·0044 

FRL·9286·1 

JOINT COMMENTS OF THE ELECTRIC RELIABILITY COUNCIL OF TEXAS, THE 
MIDWEST INDEPENDENT TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR, THE NEW YORK 
INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR, PJM INTERCONNECTION, L.L.C., AND THE 

SOUTHWEST POWER POOL 

Pursuant to the May 3, 2011 Federal Register notice in the above-referenced 
proceeding,1 the Electric Reliability Council ofTexas ("ERCOT'), Midwest Independent 
Transmission System Operator ("MISO"), New York Independent System Operator 
("NYISO"), PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. ("PJM"), and the Southwest Power Pool ("SPP') 
(the "Joint RTO Commentors" ) submit these comments on the Proposed Rule in the 
above-referenced proceeding. These entities are the designated Regional 
Transmission Organizations ("RTOs") or Independent System Operators ("ISOs") in 
their respective footprints, having been so designated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission ("FERC") or, in the case of ERCOT, the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas. RTOs and ISOs are responsible for ensuring the continued reliability of the bulk 
power system in order to "keep the lights on" to millions of Americans in our respective 
footprints. Together the Joint RTO Commentors serve over 146 million Americans. The 
RTOs and ISOs are independent entities with no financial stake in any generator or 
other market participant. 

These Comments specifically focus on the compliance timeframe discussed in 
Section V.M. of the Proposed Rule. The Joint RTO Com mentors are not taking a 
position on the merits of the Proposed Rule or the merits of requests for a blanket delay 
in its implementation. Rather, the Joint RTO Commentors are concerned about the 
impacts of the implementation timeline for the Proposed Rule.2 Accordingly, the Joint 

1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants From 
Coal and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel­
Fired Electric Utility, Industrial-Commercial-Institutional, and Small Industrial- Commercial-Institutional 
Steam Generating Units, 79 Fed. Reg. 24976 (proposed May 3, 2011) (to be codified at 40 C.F.R. Pts. 60 
& 63) ("Proposed Rule"). 
2 The Joint RTO Commenters note that retirement decisions are affected not just by the instant Proposed 
Rule but by the costs of compliance with the suite of EPA rules including the Cross State Air Pollution 
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Commentors urge that the EPA consider authorizing a targeted backstop reliability 
safeguard, on a unit-specific basis, to ensure that the compliance deadlines set forth in 
the Proposed Rule do not cause electric grid reliability issues that cannot be remedied 
within the proposed compliance deadline. 

I. BACKGROUND 

A. Description of the Joint RTO Commentors 

ERCOT manages the flow of electric power to 23 million Texas customers­
representing 85 percent of the state's electric load and 75 percent of the Texas land 
area. As the independent system operator for the region, ERCOT schedules power on 
an electric grid that connects 40,500 miles of transmission lines and more than 550 
generation units. ERCOT also manages financial settlement for the competitive 
wholesale bulk-power market and administers customer switching for 6.6 million Texans 
in competitive choice areas. 

MISO is the RTO that provides open-access transmission service and monitors 
the high voltage transmission system throughout the Midwest United States and 
Manitoba, Canada. MISO operates one of the world's largest real-time energy markets 
and has 93,600 miles of transmission lines under its direction in a region with an 
estimated population of 40.3 million. 

NYISO is a federally regulated, nonprofit corporation established to facilitate the 
restructuring of New York's electric industry. NYISO operates a 10,775-mile network of 
high-voltage lines that carry electricity throughout the state, serving approximately 19.2 
million customers, and administers the state's wholesale energy markets. NYISO is 
responsible for the New York Control Area which is part of the Eastern Interconnection, 
a vast area of interconnected power systems that cover most of the eastern US and 
Canada. 

PJM serves all or parts of the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Ohio, West Virginia, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey plus the District of Columbia. PJM is responsible for 
both the planning and reliable operation of the bulk power electric grid serving over 58 
million people in its region. PJM manages over 180,000 MW of generation which 
collectively serves a peak demand of over 158,000 MW. 

SPP is based in Little Rock, Arkansas and serves over 6.2 million households, 
with approximately 15.5 million consumers. SPP provides the following services to 
members in nine states: Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. SPP monitors power flow throughout its footprint 
and coordinates regional response in emergency situations or blackouts. 

Rule, the proposed Clean Water Act section 316(b) cooling water intake rule and the Coal Combustion 
Residuals Disposal regulation. 

2 
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B. The Role of RTOs in Ensuring System Reliability 

Pursuant to legislative and regulatory directives, the Joint RTO Commentors are 
charged with ensuring the reliability of the bulk power electric grid in their respective 
footprints. FERC Order No. 20003 and, in the case of ERCOT, Section 39.151(a)(2) of 
the Public Utility Regulatory Act and Texas PUC Substantive Rule 25.361(b), charge 
RTOs and ISOs with ensuring the reliable operation of the grid on a daily basis and 
planning transmission to ensure long term grid reliability. In performing these functions, 
the ISOs/RTOs must comply with reliability standards promulgated by the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation, and, where relevant, applicable state 
authority. 4 

ISOs/RTOs do not have authority to build generation or to compel existing 
generation to operate. Rather, the ISO/RTO model is based on a market platform that 
provides financial incentives designed to facilitate generation adequacy consistent with 
applicable reliability standards. By contrast, transmission assets are regulated, and as 
a result, the ISO/RTOs plan for, and have the authority pursuant to their tariffs to direct, 
the expansion of the transmission grid to address reliability issues. 

Under this construct, ISOs/RTOs receive limited notice of a generator unit's 
intent to retire. 5 Specifically, the rules of the Joint RTO Commentors provide for the 
following notice periods: 

• ERCOT - 90 days notice for units taken out of service for periods that 
exceed 180 days (ERCOT Protocol Section 3.14.1.1) 

• MISO - 26 weeks (MISO Tariff section 38.2.7 and Attachment V); 
• NYISO - 180 days for generators larger than 80 MW and 90 dats for 

generators smaller than 80MW (NYSPC Case No. 05-E-0889); 
• PJM - 90 days notice (PJM Tariff section 113.1 and 113.2); 
• SPP - 45 days (SPP EIS Protocols Section 12) 

3 Regional Transmission Organizations, Order No. 2000, FERC Stats. & Regs. '1[31,089 (1999), orderon 
reh'g, Order No. 2000-A, FERC Stats. & Regs. 'I[ 31,092 (2000), aff'd sub nom. Pub. Uti!. Dist. No.1 of 
Snohomish County, Washington v. FERC, 272 F.3d 607 (D.C. Cir. 2001) ("FERC Order No. 2000"). 
4 The Joint RTO Commenters utilize open stakeholder processes as a key feature of their planning 
processes. 

The limited notice requirements reflect the deregulated status of generation, the competitively sensitive 
nature of generator intentions and the influence of changing projections of future natural gas prices on 
~enerator retirement decisions. 

Proceeding on Motion of the Commission to Establish Policies and Procedures Regarding Generation 
Unit Retirements, Order Adopting Notice Requirements for Generation Unit Retirements (issued and 
effective December 20,2005); see a/so NYISO Technical Bulletin 185, (establishing procedures for 
generation unit retirements) at http://www.nyiso.comlpubliclwebdocsldocumentsltech bulletinsltb 185.pdf 

3 
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Moreover, FERG has indicated that due to the deregulated status of generation, 
the RTOs do not have authority to simply prohibit units from retiring.7 Similarly, under 
the deregulated structure of the ERGOT market, ERGOT does not have the authority to 
outright prohibit generation retirements. 

When an ISO/RTO receives notice of a generation retirement, it assesses the 
reliability impact. There are numerous factors that affect the retirement reliability 
assessment. These include, but are not limited to, the operating characteristics of a 
unit, the number of proposed retirements and the location of the units. Based on this 
analysis, the ISO/RTO will plan transmission upgrades as necessary to ensure reliability 
limits are respected 8 Market response solutions, such as the addition of generation, 
demand response or energy efficiency resources, could also help mitigate reliability 
impacts of retiring generation depending upon their location and are considered by the 
ISO/RTO in its public planning process. 

c. The Impact of EPA's Proposed Rule 

The Joint RTO Gommentors are concerned that EPA's Proposed Rule may 
accelerate the number of generation retirements as generation asset owners assess the 
costs of complying with this rule in the context of a host of new environmental 
imperatives being imposed on them. For several, these new requirements could render 
their assets uneconomic in the ISO/RTO market environment. Environmental 
compliance is a cost of doing business in a market environment. However, if the impact 
of the EPA rulemakings increases retirements to the point of creating reliability 
violations without providing for adequate time to respond to the reliability concerns, this 
could undermine the reliability of the electric grid for an unacceptable prolonged period. 

Admittedly, it is difficult to assess the full scope of local and regional reliability 
impacts absent information from each of the asset owners as to their intentions to 
retrofit or retire their units. Unfortunately, those decisions are not fully known at this 
point because they will be driven, in part, by the provisions of the final EPA rules, their 
relationship to other environmental rules and future market conditions such as the 
projected costs of competing fuels and forms of generation. Even if overall regional or 
nationalleve!s of capacity remain sufficient, local re!iability impacts, the extent of which 
are stil! unknown, can have a profound effect on ensuring system reliability within 
specific areas that can serve substantia! load, such as urban areas.9 

7 See PJM Interconnection, L.L.C., 110 FERC 1[61,053 at P 137 (2005) (where FERC stated: "we are 
rejecting the specific language ... that provides that PJM can "require" generators to continue to operate 
for an indeterminate period, because PJM has not adequately shown that it has the authority to require 
@enerators to operate beyond a reasonable notice period."). 

Ideally, market based solutions would resolve any reliability issues. However, to the extent the market 
does not respond, or cannot respond in a timely fashion, the transmission planning process is designed to 
ensure system capacity is adequate to maintain system reliability. 
9 The Proposed Rule recognized that local reliability impacts were not analyzed. See Proposed Rule at 
25055. 
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Although the impacts cannot be stated with certainty, given the potential reliability 
issues that could result from the impact of this rule within the context of several EPA 
rulemakings, the Joint RTO Commentors respectfully request that the EPA consider 
revisions that provide for an extension process that would, in essence, allow for the 
continued operation of units - "Reliability Critical Units" -- identified by the ISO/RTO 
through its retirement analysis as necessary to maintain grid reliability. As described in 
more detail below, the extension would be tailored to the specific reliability need, and 
would only be effective until such time the reliability issue is remedied via the most 
expeditious and efficient means available, whether that is transmission reinforcements 
and/or through replacement resources. 

D. The Scope of Requested Relief 

As noted, the Joint RTO Commentors are not taking a position on the merits of 
the Proposed Rule itself or the EPA's findings as to the long term health and societal 
benefits of compliance with the Proposed Rule. Rather, the Joint RTO Com mentors 
proposed remedy is focused on addressing potential reliability impacts resulting from 
the Proposed Rule which cannot be remedied in time to meet the strict compliance 
deadlines proposed. 

E. The Joint RTO Commentors Proposal for Inclusion of a Reliability 
Safeguard in the Final Rule 

The Joint RTO Commentors also are not asking for a blanket extension of the 
proposed rule's compliance timeframe. The Proposed Rule provides that existing 
generators must comply with the final rule no later than 3 years from the effective date 
of the final rule. A 1-year extension mad' be granted if pollution control equipment is 
being installed to achieve compliance.' Further, the Proposed Rule would interpret the 
Clean Air Act such that States can grant the 1-year extension when on-site replacement 
power is being constructed to replace a retiring generating unit. 11 

Given the potential for reliability impacts due to generation retirements, we ask 
that the final rule contain a narrowly-drawn reliability "safety valve" such that a retiring 
generator could be granted an extension for the time needed to implement reliability 
solutions to replace the subject resource. The Final Rule should define a clear up-front 
process, such as use of a "pro forma" Consent Decree, to implement this process. 12 

Depending on the circumstances, as identified by the ISO/RTO to the EPA, the time 
period could be for an additional fourth year under the rule or longer if the 

10 Proposed Rule at 25,054. 
11 Proposed Rule at 25,055. 
12 On a unit-specific basis, an agreed date certain would be determined by the RTO/ISO and provided to 
EPA. The date certain would reflect a realistic estimate as to the time needed for planning and 
constructing transmission upgrades or securing altemative resources to address the specific reliability 
challenges being addressed. 

5 
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circumstances so require. This "safety valve" would be limited to situations where the 
following conditions are met: 

• The asset owner provides notice of retirement to the ISO/RTO within 12 
months of the effective date of the rule, or January 1, 2013, whichever is 
earlier; 

• The ISO/RTO, after analysis through its public planning process, identifies 
the unit as a "Reliability Critical Unit"; and 

• The transmission reinforcements and/or replacement resources 
(generation, demand response and/or targeted energy efficiency) that are 
being installed to mitigate the reliability impacts are expected to take more 
than 3 years to be placed into service.13 

Linking eligibility for the "pro forma" Consent Decree extension to the provision of 
an accelerated notice of retirement is key to this proposal. This advance retirement 
notice could provide at least two years' advance notice of retirement, notwithstanding 
the substantially shorter timeframes that would otherwise apply, as mentioned. The 
Joint RTO Commentors believe that timely notice to the ISO/RTO (and potentially EPA) 
of a unit owner's intentions is critical to ensuring that there is a realistic opportunity for 
the ISO/RTO to plan and direct implementation of transmission upgrades or ensure 
adequate alternative resources are available to maintain local and regional reliability 
challenges that might result from the retirement. The process would apply on a case-by 
case basis and the Joint RTO Com mentors anticipate that it would not need to be 
invoked often, if at all. 

The proposed "safety valve" is intended to provide a "safe harbor" for those 
retiring generators who meet the eligibility criteria - including providing the advanced 
notice of retirement - as outlined above. It provides for a process which is clear to all 
affected parties up front. Moreover, the proposed process is a more cost effective and 
efficient means to address both environmental and reliability goals without having to 
resort to last minute appeals to the Secretary of Energy to exercise his authority under 
Section 202(c) of the Federal Power Act14 and Section 301 (b) of the Department of 
Energy Organization Act15 to order the unit to remain operational. 

The Joint RTO Com mentors stand ready to work with the EPA to ensure that this 
reliability safety valve is available in the narrow circumstances described above. 
Incorporating such an approach in the Final Rule will enable the EPA to meet Congress' 

13 The above process is presented as a proposal from the Joint RTO Commenters. The individual RTOs 
pledge to work with the EPA on the specific implementation details of this proposal as applied to their 
region. 
14 16 U.S.C. § 824a(c). 
15 42 U.S.C. § 71S1(b) 

6 
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mandate for environmental compliance embodied in the Clean Air Act while also 
respecting Congress' mandate to ensure the reliability of the bulk power system as per 
the provisions of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, and thank you all for your testi-
mony. 

Mr. Wellinghoff in his testimony made it very clear that while 
FERC had responsibility for reliability, the planning and the de-
tailed analysis of impacts of regulations really occurred at the plan-
ning levels and at the State level, the public utility commission lev-
els and so forth. And so we have representatives here today from 
Georgia, Missouri, West Virginia, Utah and Texas, and every one 
of you has said that you are concerned about the reliability, you be-
lieve there is going to be an increase in cost, and my view, reli-
ability is also an issue when people cannot afford to pay for elec-
tricity because they in effect are not receiving electricity, and I 
think, Mr. Davis, you touched on that yourself because you said 
there were certain number of deaths in Missouri during the heat 
spell, and one of the reasons was, people could not afford the addi-
tional cost of electricity. Is that correct? 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, it is. Certainly everything points to the fact that 
they had air conditioning and that they made a conscious decision 
not to use their air conditioning. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. You know, so Mr. Wellinghoff, while I am not 
going to say he is not concerned about reliability because I am sure 
he is, but he did not leave us with the impression that this, I am 
going to call it the Air Transport Rule and Utility MACT, he did 
not leave us with the impression that he thought it would have a 
dramatic impact on reliability, but from your testimony, you five, 
who have responsibility for this, am I correct in that you have 
great concerns about reliability? Mr. Davis, do you have concerns 
about reliability as a result of these regulations? 

Mr. DAVIS. Absolutely, in certain areas. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Wise? 
Mr. WISE. Mr. Chairman, in our State, we have an integrated re-

source plan that we do every 3 years, do a 20-year look. We have 
always been right. That doesn’t mean that we couldn’t be wrong, 
but we are concerned about it because of reliability. We heard com-
ments about being able to fire up gas-fired generation. We don’t 
have underutilized gas generation in our State and it does take 
time to design, build and construct new gas-fired generation. So 
nothing happens in a vacuum. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Right. 
Mr. WISE. So, yes, sir, it is a concern. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. McKinney? 
Mr. MCKINNEY. Yes, it definitely is a concern. I talked about 

overreaching concern about compliance deadlines, and that is real-
ly—we just don’t have time to make the changes necessary. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Shurtleff? 
Mr. SHURTLEFF. Yes, Mr. Chairman, and what is amazing is that 

while, as I mentioned, federal law requires the EPA to do this, they 
have all these tools and all these experts so it really becomes even 
a federalism issue as far as I am concerned in that they are not— 
it is not like they are being told to do it alone, they have help, but 
they are not taking advantage of that, and they could. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Right. And Mr. Doggett, I think you said that 
you could expect blackouts as a result of this. Is that correct? 
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Mr. DOGGETT. Yes, sir. We are one of the central planners that 
the chairman was referring to, and I have concern with this imple-
mentation timeline that there will be problems in the near term. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Now, comments were made that EPA is reaching 
out to States and planning groups to discuss the impact of these 
regulations. Did EPA reach out to you, Mr. Davis, and talk about 
these issues? 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Wise? 
Mr. WISE. No, sir. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. McKinney? 
Mr. MCKINNEY. No, sir. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Shurtleff? 
Mr. SHURTLEFF. I checked with our agency, and they said no, 

they have not. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Doggett? 
Mr. DOGGETT. Yesterday afternoon. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Yesterday afternoon? Before the hearing, right? 
Now, Mr. Inslee, who is a conscientious, very effective legislator, 

in his comments earlier today talked about all the job gains that 
we were going to have because of all this new technology. Now, Mr. 
McKinney, you and Mr. Shurtleff referred to an analysis conducted 
of the anticipated job gains or losses as a result of the Air Trans-
port Rule and Utility MACT, and I believe that you said the net 
loss—that is including gains and losses—the net loss would be 
something like 1.4 million jobs. Is that right? 

Mr. MCKINNEY. That is correct. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Is that what you said also, Mr. Shurtleff? 
Mr. SHURTLEFF. Yes, Mr. Chairman. I have the chart before me, 

a negative 1.88 million, a positive 450,000, so negative 1.4 million. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. So, you know, people make comments that we 

are going to have all these jobs because of new green energy. Yes, 
there is going to be new jobs but there is going to be lost jobs as 
well, and particularly in the area—it depends on what area of the 
country you are living in. And then we have a case like Solyndra 
where they received a $538 million loan guarantee, they were going 
to create 1,500 jobs. They got that loan guarantee from the federal 
government relating to solar panels and now they are in bank-
ruptcy, and the taxpayers are out $538 million. 

Well, my time is expired, but Mr. Rush, I will recognize you for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I want to ask Dr. Tierney, first of all, just a quick question on 

the unfortunate death of the individual in Georgia. Would you say 
that that is a problem of reliability or inability to pay rates, and 
would the LIHEAP program have had an effect, a positive effect on 
that? 

Ms. TIERNEY. Based on my experience not only as a public utility 
commissioner, a head of an energy office in a State, a former sec-
retary of the environment in a State and the assistant secretary for 
policy at DOE, I have experience in the LIHEAP program, and 
while I don’t know the particulars at all about this person’s unfor-
tunate—or several people, I am not sure, in Missouri, I do know 
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that the LIHEAP program is designed especially to deal with low- 
income issues relating to winter and summer, cooling and heating. 

Mr. RUSH. I might add that some of my friends on the other side 
have been in opposition to LIHEAP and want to really kill the 
LIHEAP program off. 

But let me move to another area. You have been extraordinary 
in your conversation relating to job creation, and in your testimony 
you indicated two reports, and I just want to give you some time 
to expound on this whole—your item eight on your summary about 
job creation. What was the overall impact on jobs and investment 
and technologies from your perspective? Just give us a real thor-
ough evaluation and assessment of job creation. 

Ms. TIERNEY. I am happy to do that, and I want to start by talk-
ing realistically about the fact that when people are talking about 
spending money on hardware for pollution control equipment and 
spending money on building new power plants to replace very old 
ones, we are talking about infrastructure jobs. We are talking 
about construction, we are talking about equipment manufacturing. 
This is heavy industry activity. These are job-creating activities, 
not to mention issues surrounding green energy jobs. I am not talk-
ing about those. What I am talking about is the job creation associ-
ated with replacing the kind of capacity that the estimates have 
said. Now, one of the estimates that I described in terms of my re-
port, I provide information in detail of two studies, one by the 
Perry Group at the University of Massachusetts that looked at the 
national estimates as well as one by Professor Charlie Giachetti, 
and both of these indicate billions and billions of dollars of new in-
vestment that goes into jobs in heavy industry and in energy effi-
ciency. As Representative Inslee said, energy efficiency is workers 
in communities putting on insulation in people’s homes. Those are 
local jobs. And one of the things that we observed in the energy 
area is that the parts of the country that are very dependent on 
coal, 98 percent dependent on coal, 90 percent dependent on coal, 
have had not as much opportunity, let us say, to go after energy 
efficiency actions in insulating homes of consumers, and the jobs 
that can be created in those communities associated with putting 
in energy efficiency and buttoning up the buildings so that people’s 
bills go down, their electricity bills go down, is a real opportunity 
here. 

Mr. RUSH. In August of 2010, you co-authored a report on the 
electric system reimbursement in the face of impending EPA air 
pollution rules. You recently updated that report. Can you summa-
rize your new findings? 

Ms. TIERNEY. Yes. The most important findings were that there 
are so many companies that have indicated out loud that they are 
ready to manage these. We updated it also to indicate that the reg-
ulations as proposed are more flexible. They allow for more avail-
able pollution control technology than people previously thought, 
and that led us to conclude that the more recent estimates about 
the impacts of these regulations are the ones that are more credible 
for understanding where we stand today. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize Mr. Olson from Texas 
for 5 minutes. 
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Mr. OLSON. I thank the chair and I thank the witnesses for com-
ing today. I greatly appreciate your time and expertise. 

I am from Texas, so I am going to focus on some of the chal-
lenges that we are facing in Texas, and my first question is going 
to be for you, Chairman Doggett. Thank you for leaving the Lone 
Star State and coming to Washington, D.C. I know people back 
home say you are crazy. They say that about me all the time, but 
we are fighting for Texas. 

I want to talk about the Luminant issue, and we have talked 
about it in the previous panel and we have talked about it here, 
but because of the CSAPR rules, we are going to lose at least two 
coal-fired plants in our State, 500 jobs, and I just want to make the 
panel aware and the committee aware of a letter that was sent 
from EPA. This is Deputy Administrator Bob, and I am going to 
mess up his last name, Perciasepe. He sent this to Luminant CEO 
David Campbell on September 11, 2011, just last Sunday, and the 
letter says, ‘‘We will share with you data that illustrates how Texas 
Luminant can comply with CSAPR cost-effectively while keeping 
levels of lignite coal use near current levels, thus avoiding the need 
to idle plants or shut down mines in response to requirements of 
the rule.’’ And Luminant’s response is: ‘‘We are very eager to re-
ceive this information. EPA has not yet laid out any specific alter-
natives that do not involve job losses and facility closures.’’ I mean, 
shouldn’t they have had that discussion with Luminant before 
CSAPR was being implemented? Mr. Doggett, do you care to re-
spond? 

Mr. DOGGETT. I would prefer not to respond relative to job loss 
but certainly for reliability purposes, I think in discussions with 
EPA yesterday afternoon, they at this point are willing to sit and 
look at our numbers that generated the results from our report and 
let us try to determine why there are differences in the data that 
they used in preparing the rule versus the data that we are pre-
senting so certainly that dialog would have been helpful. 

Mr. OLSON. You would hope they have would that dialog before-
hand, before the company announces that they are going to have 
to close two power plants. I mean, that is absolutely wrong. 

Again, to the public utility commissioners, same experience? Mr. 
Davis? Did the EPA not give you any warning, not consulting you 
or making promises it is not keeping. 

Mr. DAVIS. To my knowledge, to the best of my knowledge, our 
agency has not received any communications from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency at all. 

Mr. OLSON. Commissioner Wise? 
Mr. WISE. Yes, we have not, and we are just trying to figure out 

what the end rules are going to be and how we shoot at a target 
that we don’t know where it is. 

Mr. OLSON. And Commissioner McKinney? 
Mr. MCKINNEY. To be fair to EPA, there has been several, from 

a NARUC perspective, several webinars and several discussions, 
but as far as reaching out individually and trying to understand 
what the local issues might be and what the real impact is going 
to be on both reliability and customers, no. 

Mr. OLSON. And Attorney General Shurtleff? 
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Mr. SHURTLEFF. My discussions with my clients over at PUC say 
they have not had that discussion, although I will point out that 
Utah has some of the cleanest coal in the world with very little 
mercury, and we would be able to share with all these folks if 
President Clinton in 2000 hadn’t locked up the Kaiparowits Pla-
teau designation, so we do have clean coal. It is not as big of an 
impact for us. We are concerned about the nationwide impact. 

Mr. OLSON. And so just the committee members know and the 
American public knows how this decision came about, I mean, and 
this is in response to that EPA letter, but they based their inclu-
sion of Texas in the final rule on a prediction of a very small con-
tribution from Texas generation to a single air quality monitor, 
only one, in an Illinois town 500 miles away from Texas. In this 
location, the EPA established itself that has concluded that it is in 
air quality attainment based on actual monitored results, but be-
cause of EPA, they concede that whatever downwind Texas might 
cause, it is small and barely meets the statutory threshold and yet 
they have taken this action that is at least right now going to close 
two coal-fired power plants. 

Dr. Tierney, I want to ask you a question. I greatly appreciate 
your comments about natural gas and how that is the future of our 
energy generation in a lot of ways, but I am concerned about EPA 
because right now they are attacking some of the modern tech-
niques we are using to recover natural gas, and we have got a 
great example in our home State of Texas where the EPA took over 
two wells in the Barnett Shale Play and took them from the rail-
road commission and the operator based on some sort of alleged 
contamination of drinking water. We did the tests and determined 
positively that there was no contamination from any sort of natural 
gas recovery operations near those wells. 

If the EPA is able to somehow curtail these techniques, does your 
model fall apart? Don’t we have to have some other source of en-
ergy other than natural gas? We have to go back to coal because 
the wind and the solar, they are not baseline power loads. We have 
to have some alternative. 

Ms. TIERNEY. As you know very well, I am sure, most of the reg-
ulation that affects the extraction of natural gas is under State ju-
risdiction and State law, and so the terms and conditions under 
which extraction occurs in Texas is under the Railroad Commis-
sion. There are environmental issues. I have not heard anything in 
the past year and a half that I have been working on the National 
Petroleum Council study in the last 6 months in which I have been 
working on the Department of Energy shale gas committee in 
which I have heard EPA is going to shut things down on shale gas 
extraction. 

Mr. OLSON. I will get you some information on the two wells they 
took over in the Barnett Shale Play. EPA took it over. 

I yield back the balance of my time. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Doyle, for 5 minutes. 
Mr. DOYLE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I just want to say, 

I was listening to your remarks and I am sympathetic to the con-
cern about jobs. I think a lot of us feel the same way about some 
of these trade agreements. I know many Republicans support trade 
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agreements, and where I am come from, NAFTA didn’t feel very 
good in terms of whether it was jobs for Pittsburghers but appar-
ently it created jobs in other parts of the country, and it just seems 
this is the same kind of issue where there is obviously going to be 
displacement in certain parts of the country and opportunities in 
others. So I am sensitive to that. 

With regards to your comment about Solyndra, we had adminis-
trations in Pennsylvania too that did loan guarantees for an auto 
company and a television manufacturer that both went belly up 
and left our State too, but I think we can all agree that we still 
want to encourage these types of opportunities. They don’t always 
pan out and everyone isn’t a winner, but I don’t think we should 
stop trying to bring opportunity and jobs to all parts of the country. 
I think that is what we all want to do here in the committee. 

I want to thank both panels. I am sorry I missed all the fun ear-
lier. I had another meeting and I couldn’t get here for the first 
panel. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. It was a little boring. 
Mr. DOYLE. Yes, that is what I understand. 
But I am especially pleased to see John Hanger here. I want to 

tell you, Pennsylvania has benefited from his many years both as 
a public utility commissioner and secretary of our DEP, and we are 
fortunate to have someone like John here to share his expertise 
with us. 

I was listening a little bit to the earlier panel, and I was rather 
surprised to see that on the broader issue of reliability, there 
seemed to be nearly unanimous agreement, which is a rare thing 
on this committee, that when these EPA regulations go into effect, 
that the lights are going to stay on. I have been reading some of 
the comments filed by the RTOs that point out while reliability at 
large doesn’t seem to be a major concern, there is some potential 
for more localized reliability issues that are going to need to be ad-
dressed in a targeted manner. 

Mr. Hanger, I would like to ask you, I was looking at PJM’s com-
ments to the EPA, and they said specifically PJM proposes that 
EPA include in its final rule a reliability safety valve for specific 
units deemed reliability-critical units where an individual unit 
shutdown would adversely impact local reliability. In your testi-
mony, you seemed to suggest that this may not be needed and you 
cite your experience with the consent decree with Exelon. Do you 
believe that similar outcomes, consent decrees, would be expected 
across the country when needed, or could you expand a little bit 
on why maybe you think this reliability safety valve isn’t nec-
essary? 

Mr. HANGER. Well, I agree that the safety valve idea is a good 
idea. My testimony embraces the point that we already have that 
kind of authority under current law. We have at least four provi-
sions in the Clean Air Act and the Federal Power Act that allow 
environmental regulators working with planning authorities like 
PJM and State public utility commissions, if that is appropriate, to 
enter into consent decrees, and so I absolutely agree that whenever 
you retire an individual plant, there is a local reliability analysis 
that must happen. That is true whether or not we have these rules. 
There are some plants that are retiring today and we don’t have 
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the rules, and I am sure wherever that happened or is in the proc-
ess of happening, they have gone through a detailed reliability 
analysis. And we did that at Eddystone Cromby and we found— 
well, PJM found a problem and they then brought it to me and we 
worked out with the existing authority a consent order that en-
sured that the environment was protected and the lights stayed on. 

Mr. DOYLE. Very good. So you don’t necessarily oppose this idea 
of a reliability safety valve? 

Mr. HANGER. No, I don’t oppose the idea. 
Mr. DOYLE. Thank you, John. 
Mr. McKinney, PJM oversees a portion of the grid that serves 58 

million in 13 States including your State and my State. It has a 
forward capacity market that allows it to know that it has capacity 
that it is going to need for the future, and recently PJM conducted 
its auction for the 2014–2015 period. The cross-state and mercury 
air toxic rules will both be in effect by then. This auction showed 
that PJM will have more than enough capacity to maintain reli-
ability. More than 4 gigawatts of new capacity will come to the 
market, mostly demand response, and the reserve margin will be 
19.6 percent, which is in excess of the target of 15.3 percent. So 
based on this auction and additional analysis, PJM stated in its 
August 2011 report that resource adequacy does not appear to be 
threatened. West Virginia is in the PJM footprint, and I am just 
curious, does your Commission have any modeling or analysis that 
disputes PJM’s finding or auction results? 

Mr. MCKINNEY. What we do have is, I think if you listened ear-
lier to the FERC commissioners, they talked about local impacts, 
and local impacts is really many of the issues, and we can reach 
back just to D.C. recently who chose to shut down two coal plants 
and have waited a significant number of years to be able to replace 
those with some other source of generation or some source of trans-
mission. So the issue really gets down to local issues. Yes, there 
may be—if you have got 10 gigawatts someplace but you can’t get 
it to where it needs to be, it doesn’t help. 

Mr. DOYLE. Sure. I think we all realize that there is going to be 
local reliability issues in certain segments. 

Mr. MCKINNEY. And that is what I am asking for. I am asking 
for some sort of flexibility, an ability to be able to move things and 
allow plants that don’t need or you can’t justify from an economic 
point of view to be retrofitted but allow them some safe harbor. 

Mr. DOYLE. But you support this concept of reliability safety 
valve also? 

Mr. MCKINNEY. Yes, I do. 
Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Chairman, you are generous with your time as 

always, and I thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
Mr. McKinley, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. MCKINLEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Hanger, you had referenced, I think you said in your re-

marks, I read through your printed remarks but in your oral state-
ment you said that there were two plants or a couple plants that 
shut down in Pennsylvania. Am I correct on that, something about 
some plants in Pennsylvania? 
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Mr. HANGER. Yes, there were two plants, four units, a total of 
930 gigawatts. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. And did they meet at one time the EPA stand-
ards? 

Mr. HANGER. They were built—— 
Mr. MCKINLEY. Yes or no. 
Mr. HANGER. At one time in the 1950s and 1960s and 1970s but 

they were very old plants. 
Mr. MCKINLEY. OK. Old plants. I understand. But then you went 

on, which really caught my ear, you said that they sickened and 
killed people. Do you have a list of the people they killed? 

Mr. HANGER. I can’t identify individuals but I—— 
Mr. MCKINLEY. But you said they killed people. 
Mr. HANGER. We can provide you—— 
Mr. MCKINLEY. That is said around here an awful lot. Every-

thing is pretty loose about these remarks, about it causes asthma, 
it kills people, but no one gives us names of the people. I don’t see 
the trial lawyers lining up at the doors to chase these people like 
ambulances. If they really have killed people, I would think some-
one would have pursued that, don’t you think? 

Mr. HANGER. They do kill people, and unfortunately, we don’t ac-
tually know their names. They kill, EPA data shows, up to 34,000 
a year. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Thank you very much. You are just like so many 
other people here. 

Mr. McKinney, you have heard a lot of the testimony here, par-
ticularly from Dr. Tierney. I know often some of the other panelists 
would like to respond to some of the comments that have been 
made, so would you like to respond to Ms. Tierney’s comments, her 
facts and conditions? 

Mr. MCKINNEY. And respectfully, I do disagree with Dr. Tierney, 
and in fact, I have looked at the eight points and I can agree on 
one point and partially agree on another, but the rest I disagree, 
so that is two out of eight that I agree on, and I will go on a little 
background. One of the things we talked about, EPA has had years 
or decades of notice. Well, these rules are still not totally finalized, 
and until you see the final rule, there is no way you can make any 
judgment about what the impacts are going to be, and the second 
thing is that a substantial portion of affected plants have already 
taken steps to modernize. That is just not true. There are many 
plants out there. There are some plants that we have spent $4 bil-
lion in West Virginia, and none of those plants meets the new 
rules. I mean, we have spent money after money trying to make 
adjustments in SO2, trying to lower and do the right thing. Those 
obviously have been just not enough. 

One of the things I really disagree with is the fact—and I ran— 
from my former life, I ran coal generation facilities and a chemical, 
and I recognized, we made study after study trying to decide 
whether to replace those coal generation facilities with natural gas, 
and when natural gas was much lower, and it was always what 
you did is, you took jobs out of the—and replaced that with a lower 
cost of natural gas at that particular time. We couldn’t make it 
work. But in every case, we showed significant job loss. It was a 
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four to one ratio there, at least, and I think Congressman Shimkus 
put a slide up that really shows you what that really is about. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Just in closing in the few seconds that I have 
left, you have heard a lot of folks from the other side try to make 
this a partisan matter throughout this day, but your registration, 
how are you registered? 

Mr. MCKINNEY. I am a Democrat. 
Mr. MCKINLEY. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. McKinley. 
Mr. Green, you are recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. GREEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Doggett, I want to thank you for being here to testify today. 

The 100-plus-degree temperatures you are experiencing across 
Texas and then the extreme cold weather we had in February are 
reminders of how important the role that ERCOT plays in Texas, 
and I appreciate your working to ensure Texas has the electricity 
they need to get through the extreme temperatures. For members, 
in Texas, we have our own grid, and although parts of southeast 
Texas and parts of north Texas are not part of it, but ERCOT is 
our agency that controls it. 

Mr. Doggett, you are here today to testify about the recent anal-
ysis ERCOT conducted on what the CSAPR rule would mean for 
Texas, the cross-state rule. In doing so, I noticed you did not in-
clude how natural gas infrastructure would affect the three sce-
narios you discussed at length, and I know it may not be feasible 
for all the plants to switch from coal to natural gas but again, with 
some of our rich resources we are developing in Texas on the land 
side, it seems like some of those could be possible. Why didn’t you 
or ERCOT account for natural gas in your analysis? 

Mr. DOGGETT. We interviewed each of our resource owners and 
identified their plans to comply, and in those interviews, that was 
not presented as a viable compliance option. 

Mr. GREEN. If you had accounted for natural gas, how would this 
have changed your numbers? 

Mr. DOGGETT. It would be hard for me to estimate that impact. 
I did talk to the Luminant owners and we confirmed that switching 
from coal to natural gas for those units was not an option, but I 
am unaware of whether that was even an option for the other 
plants. 

Mr. GREEN. I have been told, and I know recently with our heat 
wave in Houston, there was some natural gas plants taken out of 
mothballs. I have been told that only 40 percent of those natural 
gas plants are running. Is that a correct percentage? 

Mr. DOGGETT. Forty percent? 
Mr. GREEN. I have been told that natural gas plants in Texas 

only run 40 percent of the time. 
Mr. DOGGETT. Natural gas delivers a little over 40 percent of our 

energy, I am sure off peak because they are not necessary with 
baseload generation. I am not sure if 40 percent is the number but 
we economically dispatch the units, so it is likely that they are not 
running at off-peak times. 

Mr. GREEN. Is there any discussion on trying to make the base-
line natural gas with prices now at $3.90 per MCF? Because I 
know baseload, particularly our nuclear power plants, we have two 
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in Texas, and also with coal plants. Is there discussion on trying 
to do natural gas as a baseload? 

Mr. DOGGETT. We had a hearing in Texas yesterday where one 
entity outside of ERCOT in east Texas highlighted that they were 
going to reverse their fleet and make their gas units their baseload 
resources and let the coal units provide the variability. It was real-
ly presented as a concern because of the increased cost. I am not 
here to talk about the increased cost but that was their point, and 
they also highlighted the concern with increased maintenance and 
decrease in reliability when you use a unit that was designed for 
baseload cyclically. That creates maintenance problems. 

Mr. GREEN. I understand ERCOT has the authority to utilize re-
liability must-run contracts with companies. Can you explain what 
these contracts are and how they can used to mitigate some of the 
generation capacity we have experienced? I know you have at 
ERCOT. Is there a way that those contracts can be utilized at 
ERCOT? 

Mr. DOGGETT. There is a possibility. I mentioned earlier that 
EPA reached out to us yesterday to discuss some options moving 
forward, and that was one option that they mentioned. The chal-
lenge there is that we have to have a method for the resource 
owner to have some assurance that they will be given a variance 
from EPA. We certainly can’t require a resource owner to break the 
law. 

Mr. GREEN. Texas was included both in the SOx and the NOx 
and the CAIR program that was rolled out in 2008. while I am in-
credibly frustrated not only with how the EPA handled the possi-
bility of including Texas but frankly their entire assumption used 
to justify its inclusion, what do you say to the critics who say that 
these companies should have been working toward these reductions 
all along since they were supposed to be stricter standards under 
CAIR and the Texas ERCOT should have been better prepared for 
this. How do you respond to that? 

Mr. DOGGETT. Well, we analyzed the preliminary rule, and from 
our analysis of the preliminary rule, it did not appear likely that 
Texas would be included. 

Mr. GREEN. And believe me, I share your opinion on that, and 
we have had this discussion with EPA for a number of months on 
both a partisan and bipartisan basis, and it is frustrating. 

Bernstein Research examined the issue, finding that if Texas 
utilities would simply run their existing scrubbers continuously 
and switch unscrubbed units to lower-sulfur coal, Texas would like-
ly comply with its SO2 budget under the rule in 2012, and do you 
think that is correct? 

Mr. DOGGETT. We have been told by the resource owners that 
that is incorrect. 

Mr. GREEN. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentlelady from 

California, Ms. Capps, for 5 minutes. 
Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
We know that numerous independent studies conclude that any 

retirements of old, inefficient coal plants can be offset by large 
amounts of excess generating capacity, by new capacity that can be 
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quickly built, and third, by demand response and energy efficiency 
measures that can reduce the amount of generating capacity that 
is needed at all, but it is always possible that there will be local-
ized reliability challenges caused by retiring power plants, and I 
want to thank you, Mr. Hanger, for your answers and your re-
sponses to Mr. Doyle’s questions. You noted a real-life situation 
that our Republican colleagues are often very worried about. You 
have demonstrated that the State and the utility and the grid oper-
ator were able at least in this instance to work together to keep 
the lights on while protecting the environment, so I thank you. 

Mr. HANGER. You are welcome. Thank you. 
Mrs. CAPPS. And I want to turn to you, Dr. Tierney, because Mr. 

Hanger’s response is one approach to dealing with the potential lo-
calized reliability challenges, but hopefully there are some other 
flexibilities available as well to address situations where a plant 
needed more time and oftentimes this is the question that arises 
in a local community. They don’t have time to assure reliability 
and the confidence that it engenders. 

Ms. TIERNEY. Well, thank you very much for the question, Rep-
resentative, and there are quite a few instances of situations where 
a plant was going to retire for economic reasons or for environ-
mental reasons, and it was found in the local reliability studies to 
be a problem if there were a retirement. I can think of an example 
in Massachusetts where there was a consent decree negotiated be-
tween the environmental regulators and the owner of the plant in 
conjunction with a must-run contract, very similar to what hap-
pened in Pennsylvania, kept the plant operating while there were 
remedies put in place. Transmission upgrades were put in place. 
Demand management was put in place to reduce the demand in 
the area. 

Another example is one that I mentioned previously across the 
river at the Potomac River Generating Station where Virginia, the 
State regulators were interested in having that polluting plant be 
shut down. The company wanted to shut it down. There were appli-
cations made to the Department of Energy to use its emergency au-
thority under existing law to find a condition under which the 
plant could not be retired, and PJM came up with studies of trans-
mission and transmission was put in place along with other alter-
natives besides just shutting down the plant to keep that plant op-
erating during the period of the other remedies. Those are now in 
place, and the plant looks like it will be shutting down by vol-
untary action of the owner. 

Mrs. CAPPS. So there are some varieties of localities where the 
remedies have been put into place that satisfy the local people. 
Would you like—you might want to take a minute to comment on 
Mr. McKinney’s statements in this regard to local reliability. 

Ms. TIERNEY. I could not agree with him more than local reli-
ability issues are fundamental and important, and as one of the 
other panelists, John Hanger, said when there are—when there is 
an addition to the grid in terms of a new power plant or removal 
of a power plant from the grid, there are always local reliability 
studies. Those have to be done. And if there were to be a problem, 
the existing authorities will allow these varieties of tools in place 
to make sure that the lights stay on. 
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Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you. And finally, I think this is the last ques-
tion here, and this is fundamental to me, opponents of the EPA’s 
public health and environmental protections are often essentially 
arguing that we have to choose between public health protections 
and the reliability of our electric grid. I have to give away too that 
I am a public health nurse in my background. There is only a 
minute left, but Mr. Hanger and Dr. Tierney, my question, are 
these goals really in tension? Do we have to choose at the local 
level between reducing toxic pollution and keeping the lights on? 

Mr. HANGER. I will go first, since I am afraid the Congressman 
took offense to my language. The language I am afraid reflects the 
truth. Old coal-fired power plants do emit pollution that can cause 
health damage. That is why we have these rules. We are not doing 
this just to harass the coal industry or any other industry. This is 
about human health. And they are not in tension. That is what has 
been demonstrated in Pennsylvania. It has been demonstrated in 
many States. We have ways to clean up the coal plants so they can 
continue to operate. We can build new coal plants that don’t cause 
that damage and we have alternative fuels, and we just should get 
on with it. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you. 
Any further comments from you? 
Ms. TIERNEY. He said exactly what I would have said. 
Mrs. CAPPS. And also from my background, the cost of damaged 

health to employees, to neighborhood families, we haven’t really 
stopped to figure out exactly how that fits into this balance as well 
so that when we assess the cost, we need to look at a wide circum-
ference, and maybe some of the rest of you would agree. I have 29 
seconds—oh, no, I am over. Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you very much, and I want to thank—— 
Mr. RUSH. Mr. Chairman, before we conclude, I have a unani-

mous consent request. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. 
Mr. RUSH. I can’t help but just notice this young lady, I think 

this is Mr. Davis’s daughter. 
Mr. DAVIS. That is correct. 
Mr. RUSH. She has been so well mannered and so attentive to 

this proceeding that I just think that we should just give her a 
round of applause. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. What is her name? 
Mr. DAVIS. Micah Davis. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. And has she always been this interested in envi-

ronmental issues? 
Mr. DAVIS. For the last 2 or 3 years, she has been following me 

around. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I also have a unanimous consent request on be-

half of Mr. Murphy, who is a member of this committee. He wants 
to submit for the record the Pennsylvania Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s comments regarding the Utility MACT rule and 
also PJM’s comments on this rule as well, so I will admit that into 
the record. 

[The information follows:] 
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SECRETARY 

August 4, 2011 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA Docket Center (EP AlDC) 
Mail Code 2822T 
Attention Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants from Coal and Oil-Fired 
Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel­
Fired Electric Utility, Industrial-Commercial-Institutional, and Small Industrial­
Commercial-Institutional Steam Generating Units (Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-
2009-0234) 

To Whom It May Concem: 

The Department of Environmental Protection (Department or DEP) appreciates the opportunity 
to submit comments on the U. S. Environmental Protections Agency's (EPA) "National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants From Coal and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam 
Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel-Fired Electric Utility, Industrial­
Corrunercial-Institutional, and Small Industrial-Corrunercial-Institutional Steam Generating 
Units; Proposed Rule," published in the Federal Register on May 3,2011 (76 Fed. Reg. 24976). 
The BPA is proposing national emission standards for hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP), 
including mercury, which are emitted from coal-and oil fired electric utility steam generating 
units (EGUs) under Section 1 12(d) of the Clean Air Act (CAA or the Act) (Utility MACT) and 
revised new source performance standards (NSPS) for fossil fuel-fired EGUs pursuant to Section 
111 (b) of the CAA. The Utility MACT Rule will apply to new and existing electric generating 
units (BGUs) including fossil fuel-fired combustion units of more than 25 megawatts that serves 
a generator that produces electricity for sale. 

The Department understands the need to substantially reduce hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) 
including mercury from EGUs in accordance with Section 112 of the CAA. However, certain 
provisions in the proposed Utility MACT must be addressed prior to final rulemaking. Issues of 
particular concern including the overly stringent hydrogen chloride (HCI) limits which would 
adversely affect the operation of coal refuse plants in Pennsylvania and the burdensome 
performance testing and sampling frequencies are discussed herein. 

I. Coal Refuse Definition for Waste Coal Burning BGUs 

Pennsylvania has many abandoned coal mines and coal refuse piles that generate many adverse 
impacts upon surrounding land and water. For example. concentrated levels of acid mine 
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drainage is released into local waterways; unstable stockpiles may collapse and threaten the 
safety of nearby communities; and the scenic and recreational qUality of the landscape is ruined. 
Circulating fluidized bed combustion technology has been utilized to remedy this legacy and to 
provide the nation with an alternative source of energy. Pennsylvania law recognizes and 
encourages the combustion of waste coal as an important form of energy production. Since 
1987, coal refuse plants in Pennsylvania that use CFB technology have collectively removed and 
converted millions of tons of coal refuse in a highly regulated, managed manner to reclaim 
thousands of acres of damaged mine lands and streams. Moreover, these cogeneration plants 
have converted this coal refuse into electricity to meet the energy needs of hundreds of thousands 
of households and businesses. In addition to transforming waste coal piles into energy, coal 
refuse facilities produce a beneficially useful solid ash product which, with its alkaline quality 
and binding characteristics, is ideal for reclaiming abandoned mine lands because it binds with 
other reclamation materials and prevents migration of heavy metals and other pollutants that are 
the vestiges of historic mining activity. Therefore, EPA's final Utility MACT rule should not 
establish HCllimits that would adversely impact the environmental beneficial use of waste coal. 

In the proposed Utility MACT Rule, EPA is proposing to subcategorize coal combustion based 
on the British thermal units (Btu) per pound of coal, on a moist, mineral matter-free basis. In the 
proposed rule, "coal refuse" is defined as "any by-product of coal mining, physical coal cleaning, 
and coal preparation operations (e.g. culm, gob, etc.) containing coal, matrix material, clay, and 
other organic and inorganic material with an ash content greater than 50 percent (by weight) and 
a heating value less than l3,900 kilojoules per kilogram (6,000 Btu per pound) on a dry basis." 
However, the DEP believes that the final Utility MACT Rule should adopt the NSPS "coal 
refuse" definition in 40 CFR 60.4IDa (relating to definitions). As defined in section 6O.4lDa, 
the term "coal refuse" means "waste products of coal mining, physical coal cleaning, and coal 
preparation operations ( e.g. culm, gob, etc.) containing coal, matrix material, clay, and other 
organic and inorganic materia1." The NSPS definition of coal refuse is recommended because 
waste coal has a high variability in chemical properties such as heat content, percent ash, sulfur, 
chlorine, and moisture. If EPA requires consideration of the ash, the waste coal will not 
consistently meet the proposed "coal refuse" definition. 

The DEP is also concerned that the majority of the well-controlled circulating fluidized bed 
(CFB) combustion units in Pennsylvania cannot meet the stringent hydrogen chloride (HCI) 
limits, 0.002 lb. HClIMMBtu, in the proposed Utility MACT Rule. Due to the uniqueness of the 
coal refuse, it is burned in CFB combustion units which do not employ the same type of control 
for acid gases that pulverized coal burning units employ (i.e., wet flue-gas desulfurization units). 
Typically, bituminous "gob" contains higher levels of sulfur than anthracite culms. The acid 
gases, in CFB units are controlled by in situ limestone injections. Most of the well-controlled 
CFB units burning coal refuse would not be able to comply with the proposed HCL emission 
limits. There are fourteen CFB facilities in Pennsylvania that bum waste coal (anthracite culm 
and bituminous "gob") in circulating fluidized combustion units which utilize combustion zone 
limestone injection for the control of acid gases. DEP has reviewed the continuous emissions 
monitoring data for these fourteen facilities and has found that the majority of these facilities will 
not meet EPA's proposed S02 surrogate emission limit of 0.20 Ib/MMBtu. In addition, there is a 
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waste coal-burning facility in Pennsylvania that operates an additional polishing unit for acid gas 
control. However, even with the adclition of this advanced polishing acid gas control system, this 
CFB unit cannot meet the proposed S02limit of 0.20 IbIMMBtu. The Department urges EPA to 
reconsider the proposed HCL and surrogate S02IimitS, which are not achievable for certain 
EGUs including units operating with acid gas controls. 

II. Proposed Non-Hg HAP Metals 

The Department believes that using total particulate matter (PM) as the surrogate for non­
mercury metal HAP emissidns is appropriate because most, if not all, non-mercury HAP memls 
are entrained in the flue gas fly-ash such that effective PM controls will also effectively capture 
the non-mercury metal HAP constituents within the total PM. The DEP recognizes, however, 
that smaller size particulate matter (e.g., PM2.5) may be a better indicator due to preferential 
partitioning of non-mercury metal HAPs in the smaller size fractions of total PM. As EPA 
indicates, test methods for PM2.5 in flue-gas are not applicable to all exhaust stack conditions. 
We also recognize that operating a PM CEMS to measure particulate matter as a surrogate for 
non-Hg metal HAPs does not account for condensable particulate matter collected during the 
initial testing for total particulate matter. Therefore, DEP recommends that EPA develop more 
broadly applicable PM2.5 perfOimance test methods that can replace total PM as the non-mercury 
metal HAP surrogate, to the extent feasible. DEP dam collected during source testing of coal­
fired EGUs in 2009 demonstrates that the condensable portion of the total particulate matter in 
coal-fIred EGUs without wet scrubbers may account for approximately 70% of the total 
particulate emissions. This testing was conducted using the current version of EPA's Reference 
Method 202 - Dry Impinger Method for Determining Condensable Particulate Emissions from 
Stationary Sources. 

III Burdensome Requirements for Performance Tests 

As proposed in section 63.10006 (relating to when must I conduct subsequent performance tests, 
fuel analyses, or tune-ups) of the Utility MACT Rule, the monthly and/or bimonthly 
performance test requirements for certain units operating without PM, Hel and Hydrogen 
Fluoride (!IF) continuous emission monitoring systems (CEMS) are unduly burdensome for 
industry and regulatory agencies. In adclition to reviewing and approving protocols for source 
testing, the number of source test observations increase significantly. The DEP currently 
perform approximately 595 source test reviews annually and manages over 1,000 Department­
certifIed continuous emission monitoring systems. The initial performance test for facilities 
affected by the proposed Utility MACT Rule would add approximately 400 performance tests in 
order to comply with initial and bimonthly performance test requirements. In addition, the 
Department would also be required to review protocols and test results for Low Emitting EGU 
(LEE) testing. These burdensome requirements will increase by 70% the total number of test 
review s conducted by the Department. The proposed Utility MACT Rule would also add 144 
new CEMS that must be certifIed and managed by the Department. In addition, DEP is obligated 
by the EPA Air Facility System (AFS) Information Collection Request (lCR) of 2005 to report 
results of testing within a 60 day period. Source operators however are allowed to send the 
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results to the DEP within 60 days following the completion of the source test. The increase in 
testing activity as well as frequency would create a difficult to manage backlog of test reports, 
which must be reviewed for compliance purposes. DEP recommends that the monthly and 
bimonthly testing requirements for coal and solid oil derived fuel units in Section 63.10006 be 
revised to allow quarterly or biannual testing requirements in order to provide a reasonable 
timeframes for the owners and operators of affected units and state and local agencies to 
maintain robust testing and review procedures. The frequency of testing could be established 
based on the levels of emissions determined by initial test results. DEP also suggests that once 
the initial performance test is conducted for PM (filterable and condensable) and non-Hg HAP 
metals, and fuel sampling and/or operating parameters are established, fuel sampling would be a 
simpler approach instead of requiring excessive performance testing. A third consideration 
would be to offer source operators the ability to submit a Compliance Assurance Monitoring 
(CAM) Plan that would provide correlation based limits to assure continuous compliance with 
established emission limits. 

IV. Particulate-bound Mercury; Appenillx A to Subpart UUUUU 

EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule allows facility owners and operators to ignore particulate­
bound mercury emissions when using a CEMS to quantify emissions, as indicated in the 
proposed Appendix A to Subpart UlmUU - Hg Monitoring Provisions (which only accounts for 
vapor phase mercury emissions). Demonstrating compliance without accounting for particulatc 
bound mercury is not appropriate because particulate-bound mercury can constitute a substantial 
fraction of total mercury emissions. The DEP has detemrined that the filterable portion of total 
particulate emissions for coal-fired EGUs without wet scrubber controls can produce an average 
of 30% filterable particulate matter. The EPA should require total mercury emissions to be the 
basis of compliance demonstrations by taking into account the average particulate bound 
mercury measured during thc most recent stack test on that unit in combination with the total 
vapor-phase mercury measured by the CEMS until such time as mercury CEMS to measure 
particulate-bound mercury are installed at a unit. To ensure the full extent of achievable mercury 
reductions, EPA should require a methodology that quantifies total mercury in all forms. 

V. Low Emitting EGUs 

EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule allows for existing facilities to qualify for LEE status for 
mercury emissions based on testing using Method 30B, a vapor phase only test method, which 
does not account for any particle bound mercury emissions. DEP recommends that an initial 
performance test for mercury emissions include an accounting of any particle bound mercury. 
An option would be to demonstrate that total mercury emissions is less than 10% of the mercury 

emission limit or less than 22 pounds per year using a test method that measures total mercury. 
If the particulate bound mercury is 5% or less than the total, subsequent testing could measure 
only the vapor phase mercury emissions. If EPA Reference Method 29 or ASTM Method 
D6784-02 (2008) is used to determine total mercury emissions, only three one-hour test runs 
would be required. 
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VI. Grid System Security and the Need for Flexibility 

It is our understanding that Regional Transmission Organizations (PJM for example) have 
submitted comments relating to ensuring electric grid reliability. Also, the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission has filed comments raising concerns regarding electric grid reliability as 
well. We urge EPA to give those comments and concerns serious consideration. The Preamble 
to this proposed rule states that EPA believes and predicts, as of the time that the proposed rule 
was published on May 3, 2011, that the requirements of the proposed rule can be met without 
adversely impacting electric grid system reliability. As PJM and others have pointed out, there is 
reason to question this sanguine outlook especially with respect to potential adverse impacts on 
grid system security, i.e., delivery of power to consumers, and EPA's actually now-demonstrated 
understated level of expected generation retirements. Indeed, EPA's proposed rule recognizes 
that its analysis did not address what it calls "localized transmission eonstraints." Also, we now 
have actual empirical data that post-dates the publication of the proposed rule which shows that 
considerably more megawatts of generation are expected to be retiring than EPA projected. 

Also, EPA's prediction in the Preamble to this rule seems to be limited to this proposed rule, and 
we will not know the synergistic impact on reliability of the entire suite of rules that are coming 
down from EPA either right now or in the very near future which will have an impact on electric 
generating units. The only thing we can be sure of now is that we cannot be sure what impact 
this rule, along with the other rules in the pipeline, will have on the reliability of the electric grid 
delivery system until later when we see the actual impact of the proposed rule and the other rules 
as they are implemented. Thus, we urge EPA to build in some real time flexibility to state 
environmental pennitting authorities in the final rule (and the other rules as well) with respect to 
timing of the requirements imposed by the rule should reliability impacts be more adverse than 
EPA currently seems to anticipate. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed rule. Should you have questions or 
need additional information, please contact Kenneth R. Reisinger, Acting Deputy Secretary for 
Waste, Air and Radiation Management, by email at kereisinge@pa.gov or by telephone at 
717772.2724. You may also contact Joyce E. Epps, Director of the Bureau of Air Quality, by 
email at jeepps@pa.gov or by telephone at 717.787-9702. 

Secretary 
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CORRECTED COMMENTS OF PJM INTERCONNECTION. L.L.C. 

PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. ("PJM") files these Comments in response to the 
EPA's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking of the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency ("EPA") in the above referenced proceeding. PJM is the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission ("FERC") approved Regional Transmission Organization 
("RTO") serving all or parts of the 13 states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Ohio, West Virginia, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey plus the District of Columbia. PJM operates the largest 
competitive wholesale market in the nation and is responsible for both the planning and 
reliable operation of the bulk power electric grid serving over 58 million people in its 
region. P JM manages over 180,000 MW of generation which collectively serves a peak 
demand of over 158,000 MW. The PJM region, depicted below, encompasses 24% of 
all of the generation in the Eastern Interconnection, 27% of the load and 19% of the 
total transmission assets in the Eastern Interconnection. Approximately 20% of the U.S. 
Gross Domestic Product is produced in the region served by PJM. 

·~:n""" "'1"';"'1 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF COMMENTS 

PJM submits these comments with respect to the compliance timeframe 
contained in Section V.M of the Proposed Rule.1 PJM appreciates the Proposed Rule's 
recognizing the need to maintain system reliability and the agency's pledge in the 
Proposed Rule to work with RTOs and others to ensure that its Final Rule does not 
adversely impact system reliability.2 However, PJM is concerned that, with respect to 
those generating units which PJM identifies as Reliability Critical Units, the current 
compliance timeframe could severely impact reliability unless such units are provided a 
limited extension of time to comply. "Reliability Critical Units· are those generating 
units whose retiremenUdeactivation would result in violations of applicable reliability 
criteria unless appropriate transmission or resource reinforcements are forthcoming. 

The Proposed Rule provides that existing generating units must come into 
compliance with the emission standards established under the Final Rule within 3 years 
from publication of the Final Rule in the Federal Register.3 The Proposed Rule also 
allows extension of the compliance deadline by 1 year if an existing generating unit is 
going to install pollution controls to come into compliance with the standards. Finally, 
the Proposed Rule provides that if an eXisting generation unit retires rather than comes 
into compliance with the standards, and if replacement generation is being installed at 
the same location, such replacement generation can be considered in the same light as 
installing pollution controls and the same 1-year extension will apply (in other words, 
that retiring generator can remain in service for the additional 1 year without being held 
in non-compliance with the standards.) 

1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants From 
Coal and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel­
Fired Electric Utility, Industrial-Commercial-Institutional, and Small Industrial- Commercial-Institutional 
Steam Generating Units. 79 Fed. Reg. 24976 (proposed May 3. 2011) (to be codified at 40 C.F.R. Pts. 60 
& 63) ('Proposed Rule"). 
279 Fed. Reg. 25054. 
3 For purposes of these comments, we are assuming that date will be January 1, 2015. There is a 
discrepancy between the Proposed Rule and Section 112 of the Clean Air Act ('CM") with respect to the 
point from which the compliance timeframe runs. That is, Section 112 of the CM provides that 
compliance shall occur no later than 3 years from the effective date of the standard; whereas the 
Proposed Rule states that the compliance date is 3 years after publication in the Federal Register. PJM 
assumes that the compliance clock runs from the effective date of the Final Rule. 

2 
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PJM's proposal is to allow the 1-year extension, and potentially a further 
extension beyond 1 year if necessary for reliability,4 under the following circumstances: 

(1) An asset owner provides notice to PJM and the EPA no later than the earlier 
of 12 months after the effective date of the Final Rule, or by January 1, 2013 
that it intends to retire; 

(2) PJM determines, through its public planning process, that the unit is a 
Reliability Critical Unit; and 

(3) Transmission reinforcements or alternative resources in the form of 
replacement generation (not necessarily at the same site), dispatchable 
demand response or energy efficiency targeted to the affected locations are 
being installed to ensure continued compliance with applicable reliability 
criteria. 

To support this limited extension, PJM shows in these Comments that the 
analysis of reliability impacts contained in the Proposed Rule, although helpful, does not 
take into account the full spectrum of reliability issues, including local reliability impacts, 
associated with plant retirement decisions made by asset owners in response to the 
Proposed Rule. Local reliability impacts, as described more fully herein, are those 
reliability impacts that occur in an area that typically does not have enough generation 
to serve its load and must import much of its electricity via transmission lines. Although 
PJM has not identified at this time near-term resource adequacy issues associated with 
this particular Proposed Rule, PJM is concerned about the local reliability impacts that 
may arise from any single or set of unit retirements. By limiting its reliability analysis to 
resource adequacy and a representation of transmission limited to transfers between 
regions, the Proposed Rule understates the impact of the Proposed Rule on system 
reliability. 

Moreover, PJM details in its Comments concerns with certain of the Proposed 
Rule's findings and its analysis of the timing and feasibility of local transmission 
reinforcements, replacement generation or Demand Response/Energy Efficiency 
resources substituting for retiring generation. PJM details in these Comments the 
challenges it has experienced in securing adequate and timely transmission 
reinforcements to meet announced retirements. 

• Should such an extension be needed, the asset owner, relying on findings of PJM concerning reliability 
impacts and the need for altemative resources and/or transmission reinforcements, would work with EPA 
to identify a specific date when alternative resources and/or transmission reinforcements would be in 
place to address the pre-identified reliability need resulting from the retirement Necessary 
reinforcements would be identified and reviewed in the RTO's FERC-approved public and transparent 
stakeholder process. The details of when the Reliability Cr~ical Unit would be permitted to run and for 
what length of time should, by necessity, be addressed on a unit-specific case-by-case basis. PJM is 
seeking the recognition and establishment of such a process in the Final Rule, with its actual 
implementation details addressed on a case-by-case basis. 

3 
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PJM believes its proposal, summarized above and detailed in Section VI of 
these Comments, offers a tangible solution that will accommodate Congress' mutual 
goals of ensuring a clean environment and continuing reliability of the bulk power grid.5 

A process such as the one proposed by PJM should be embedded in the Final Rule to 
provide a clearly defined means to address potential reliability challenges that may arise 
from implementation of the Proposed Rule. PJM's proposed process, which it urges to 
be incorporated in the Final Rule as a reliability safeguard, is based on PJM's 
experience in dealing with plant retirements in its footprint and the feasibility of timely 
installing adequate alternatives to maintain system reliability. In a broader sense, PJM's 
experiences cited below are based on its many years of planning for, and directing the 
operation of, the bulk power grid in the region it serves. 

PJM wishes to make clear at the outset, that it is not seeking an overall blanket 
extension of the implementation of the Final Rule itself. Rather, PJM's proposal is 
grounded in providing limited, targeted and temporary relief from the compliance 
deadline in those defined instances where PJM would issue unit-specific findings of 
adverse reliability impacts in response to timely notices of retirement. Under PJM's 
proposal, PJM can analyze and direct necessary transmission upgrades to address 
system or local reliability issues that cannot be remedied within the compliance 
timeframe discussion in Section V.M. of the Proposed Rule in order to maintain 
reliability. In those limited situations, the 'reliability safeguard extension" operates as a 
compliance 'safe harbor" for Reliability Critical Units planning to deactivate - so long as 
such unit provides what amounts to at least 2 years' notice of retirement - and so long 
as an alternative resource is not available within the compliance period to address the 
reliability impact of the unit's retirement. The rule should equally apply to units seeking 
to retire which are Reliability Critical Units and units that are being retrofitted. In both 
cases, the compliance action (retrofit or retirement) will ensure the unit achieves the 
emission rate standards set forth in the Proposed Rule. Moreover, in both cases, 
capital investment is required (new transmission or replacement resources in the case 
of a retiring unit and a retrofit in the case of a unit continuing in service) to ensure 
emissions are reduced to ensure compliance with the rule and bulk power system 
reliability. 

Moreover, the targeted remedy proposed by PJM herein will allow the Final Rule 
to into account and accommodate Congress's related goal of ensuring bulk system 
reliability as envisioned in Section 215 of the Federal Power Act.6 The two goals must 
work in conjunction with each other rather than at cross-purposes. PJM's proposal 
accommodates that goal. 

I. PJM's RESPONSIBILITIES AS AN RTO 

FERC Order No. 2000 sets forth the specific characteristics and functional 
responsibilities of an RTO. These include: 

5 Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 7401, et seq., (2010); Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. Sec. 8240 (2010). 
• 16. U.S.C. Section 8240. 

4 
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• Short-term Reliability 
• Operational Authority 
• Planning and Expansion 
• Congestion Management; and 
• Interregional Coordination7 

In order to be recognized as an RTO, FERC requires that the governance 
structure of the entity so requesting be entirely independent of asset owners and 
operators. Consistent with its RTO designation,8 PJM's Board of Managers ("Board") is 
entirely independent of its market participants. As memorialized in PJM's governing 
documents such as the Operating Agreement, the Board's responsibility is to: 

• Ensure reliable operation of the grid; 
• Promote robust competitive wholesale markets; and 
• Avoid undue influence by any market participant or group of market participants.9 

A. PJM's Limited Authority Over Generation 

Consistent with its duties as an RTO as spelled out in FERC Order No. 2000, 
PJM has registered with the North American Electric Reliability Corporation ("NERC') 
as, among other categories, the balancing authority and reliability coordinator for its 13-
state footprint. In this role. PJM can direct actions to ensure that the generating units 
within its footprint are operated in a manner which meets approved reliability standards. 
However. it should be noted that the generators in PJM's footprint have largely been 
deregulated at the wholesale level as a result of FERC rulemakings and orders. 
Although PJM can direct certain actions be taken by generators to avert emergencies. it 
should be noted that PJM cannot direct the construction or operation of particular 
generating units nor require upgrades to those generation units. FERC has reaffirmed 
PJM's important but limited role by rejecting a PJM Open Access Transmission Tariff 
("PJM Tariff" or "Tariff") proposal that would require a generator to continue operating by 
noting: 

we are rejecting the specific language ... that provides that PJM can "require" 
generators to continue to operate for an indeterminate period, because PJM has 
not adequately shown that it has the authority to require generators to operate 
beyond a reasonable notice period. 10 

7 Regional Transmission Organizations. Order No. 2000, FERC Stats. & Regs. '\131,089 (1999), order on 
reh'g, Order No. 20oo-A, FERC Stats, & Regs. '\131,092 (2000), aff'd sub nom. Pub. Util. Dist. No.1 of 
Snohomish County, Washington v, FERC, 272 F.3d 607 (D.C. Cir. 2001) ('FERC Order No. 2000'), 
• PJM received RTO deSignation by FERC in 2001. See PJM Interconnection, L.L.C., et al., 96 FERC '\I 
61,061 (2001), 
9 Amended and Restated Operating Agreement of PJM Interconnection, LL.C, at Section 7. 
10 PJM Interconnection, L.L,C., 110 FERC '\161,053 at P 137 (2005). 

5 
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As a result, the PJM Tariff currently requires only 90 day's notice of a generating 
unifs plan to retire prior to that unit formally retiring." Within 30 days of the receipt of a 
generator's notice of deactivation under the PJM Tariff, PJM must inform the generator 
whether deactivating the generating unit would adversely affect the reliability of the 
transmission system.'2 Regardless of whether deactivating the generating unit would 
adversely affect the reliability of the transmission system, the generator may deactivate 
its generating unit, subject to the notice requirements in the PJM Tariff.'J The costs of 
transmission upgrades are not bome by the retiring unit but instead are allocated to 
loads within PJM. In short, there is no "exit fee" associated with units retiring from 
service within the PJM footprint, nor does PJM have the legal authority to simply block 
an intended retirement. 

By the same token, at least 8 of the states, as well the District of Columbia, in 
PJM's footprint have restructured their regulation of generation at the retail level. In 
certain states restructuring laws have limited the state's ability to direct upgrades or 
retirements to particular units. 

B. PJM Authority Over Transmission 

Because transmission remains a regulated asset, largely at the wholesale level, 
PJM has greater, albeit still limited, authority to order transmission upgrades. 
Specifically, transmission owners joining PJM are required to sign the Consolidated 
Transmission Owners Agreement. The Transmission Owners Agreement authorizes 
the PJM Board to direct transmission upgrades that the Board determines, consistent 
with the Operating Agreement, are needed to address either system wide or local 
reliability criteria violations. PJM exercises this authority through its open and 
transparent Regional Transmission Expansion Plan Process ("RTEPP"). 

II. ATTRIBUTES OF RELIABILITY 

A. Reliability Concepts and Local Reliability Defined 

Both NERC reliability standards, and the local reliability criteria, are intended to 
evaluate and ensure preservation ofthe electric reliability of the transmission system. 
As used by industry experts, the terms "electric reliability" or "reliability" refer to the 
delivery of electricity to customers in the amounts desired and within acceptable 
standards for frequency, duration and magnitude of outages and other adverse 

11 PJM Tariff at Section 113.1. PJM is not unique among RTOs with respect to the notice requirement; 
with other RTOs' notice requirements generally ranging from 90-180 days. 
12 PJM Tariff at Section 113.2 
13 During that period, the generator can decide to remain in operation for the period that H takes to 
reinforce the system for the reliability impacts and either be paid under a Reliability Must Run agreement 
(designed to cover a unifs costs) or file with FERC for cost based rates; but the generator is not required 
to do so 

6 
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conditions or events.14 According to NERC, the industry has often defined "reliability" 
with two concepts: system security and resource adequacy.'5 

1. Attributes of System Security 

System security, as it relates to reliability, is defined as the ability of the electric 
system to withstand sudden disturbances such as electric short circuit or unanticipated 
loss of some system component such as a line, transformer, or generating unit. The 
notion of system security comprises two elements: 1) transmission security; and 2) 
maintenance of sufficient ancillary services. Transmission security ensures that all 
transmission assets (lines and transformers) do not exceed their designed maximum 
loadings and that designated voltage levels are maintained in actual operation or in the 
case of a contingency. 

Generation contributes to system security through 1) changes in the amount of 
generation that is dispatched to produce energy in real-time to meet load while 
respecting the physical limitations of the transmission system, and through 2) the 
provision of ancillary services that support the transmission of capacity and energy from 
generation to load while maintaining reliable operation of the transmission system. 1S 

Ancillary services such as Voltage and Reactive Power Support are necessary to 
maintain transmission system voltages within acceptable ranges. 17 Ancillary services 
such as Reserves,'s Regulation and Frequency Response l9 and Black Start Service20 

" "Reliability standard' is defined as 'a requirement, approved by the Commission under this section, to 
provide for reliable operation of the bulk-power system. The tenn includes requirements for the operation 
of existing bulk-power system facilities, including cybersecurity protection, and the design of planned 
additions or modifications to such facilities to the extent necessary to provide for reliable operation of the 
bulk-power system, but the tenn does not include any requirement to enlarge such facilities or to 
construct new transmission capacity or generation capacity.' 16 U.S.C. Section 824o(a)(3). 
15 See NERC FAQs which can be found at the following URL link: 
http://www.nerc.comlpage.php?cid=1%7C7%7C114 . 
,. See NERC Glossary of Terms, http://www.nerc.comlfiles/Glossarv of Tenns 2011 May24.pdf. 
17 Voltage and Reactive Power Support ("Voltage Support') supports power flows across the high voltage 
transmission system that allows power to be generated at one location and delivered to loads at another 
location often far from the generation source. It is essential to maintain voltages at prescribed levels to 
facilitate delivery of energy often across long distances. 
,. Reserves represent capacity on generating units that is available within a prescribed time frame in the 
event of a system contingency such as the loss of a transmission facility or a generator. Reserves allow 
the system to continue operating and delivering energy to load without any shedding of load and while 
maintaining transmission security. Moreover, there are locational requirements for Reserves in PJM so 
that power may be delivered even if something occurs in system operations affecting generation supply or 
transmission availability. 
,. Regulation and Frequency Response ('Regulation') ensures system frequency can be maintained at 
60 Hert2 (cycles per second) and balances out small changes in generation and demand that occur on a 
moment by moment basis. Failure to maintain the system frequency at 60 Hert2 could lead to system 
instability, and deviations too far from the desired frequency can cause generating units to trip off-line and 
no longer be able to inject power into the grid leading to a potential system collapse. Regulation is 
primarily supplied by generating units that have the technological capability to respond to moment by 
moment changes in the supply and demand balance. Storage technologies such as batteries and 
flywheels, and demand resources are also eligible to provide Regulation in PJM, although these 

7 
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also help with overall system security. Voltage Support and Black Start are location 
specific in nature, which leaves these services vulnerable when they are provided by a 
relatively small set of generators. 

2. Attributes of Resource Adequacy 

Resource adequacy is the ability of the electric system to supply the aggregate 
energy requirements of electricity consumers at all times, taking into account SCheduled 
and reasonably expected unscheduled outages of generation and transmission 
facilities. To achieve the goal of resource adequacy, PJM maintains an installed 
reserve margin in excess of the forecasted peak load that achieves a loss of load 
expectation of 1 day in 10 years. This loss of load expectation standard is consistent 
with that prescribed in the ReliabilityFirst Corporation ("RFC") standard for planning 
resource adequacy. 21 RFC is the FERC-approved regional reliability entity under 
NERC that oversees reliability matters in the PJM region. 

The mechanism by which PJM maintains resource adequacy is the Reliability 
Pricing Model ("RPM" or "RPM Capacity Market"). The objective of the RPM Capacity 
Market is to commit the least-cost set of capacity resources, including generation, 
Demand Response and Energy Efficiency resources, to maintain the target installed 
reserve margin. The RPM Capacity Market also accounts for the deliverability of 
resources over the transmission system through the modeling of potentially binding 
major transmission constraints so that if more capacity is needed in a constrained 
region, it can be committed. 

The RPM Capacity Market procures and commits the majority of capacity 
resources in an auction (known as the Base Residual Auction - "BRA"» three years in 
advance of the year in which those resources must be available (known as a "Delivery 
Year"). Further, three additional auctions (known as "Incremental Auctions") are 
conducted leading up to the Delivery Year, through which additional capacity can be 
committed if necessary to satisfy load growth exceeding the initial forecast. Buyers and 
Sellers are also permitted to change their capacity market positions during the 
Incremental Auctions. 

The RPM Capacity Market clearing prices reflect both the capital cost to develop 
and maintain capacity resources and the physical limitations of the transmission system, 
including the ability to reliably deliver power to all areas of PJM. If the capital costs of 
capacity resources decrease, the price of capacity will also likely decrease, all else 
equal. It is possible for the cost to decrease to a pOint where the RPM Capacity Market 

resources account for only a tiny fraction of these 'regulating' resources. PJM operates a market for 
Regulation on an hourty basis in order to maintain sufficient resources to provide this service. 
20 Black Start Service refers to generation that can provide power to start other generation on the system 
to aid in system restoration. Black Start Service is location specific to meet the requirements to provide 
start-up power to generation at specific locations to aid in system restoration. 
21 RFC Standard BAL 502 RFC 02: Planning Resource Adequacy Analysis, Assessment and 
Documentation. 

8 
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would commit capacity resources in excess of the installed reserve margin target if cost­
effective to do so. Conversely, if the capital costs of capacity resources increase, as 
would be the case for resources requiring environmental retrofits under the instant 
Proposed Rule, the price of capacity likely will increase, all else equal, and fewer 
capacity resources will be committed; possibly at a level below the installed reserve 
margin. Finally, if it is necessary to commit resources in an area with major 
transmission constraints, prices in the constrained area will be higher than in other 
areas that are unconstrained. 

3. Local Reliability 

The two concepts of system security and resource adequacy also apply in locally 
constrained areas or so-called "load pockets." Load pockets are created when a major 
electric load center (i.e., an area where there is a highly concentrated use of electricity 
such as the major urban centers along the east coast) has too little local generation 
relative to its load (likely due to difficulties of Siting and building new generation in such 
areas) and must import much of its electricity via transmission lines. 

Serving load pockets presents special reliability challenges related to system 
security. PJM as the transmission operator has to take steps to re-dispatch generation 
to avoid lines becoming overloaded in real-time operation. If generation resources that 
could otherwise be re-dispatched to maintain transmission security retires, in the longer 
term solutions such as transmission reinforcements will be necessary to prevent such 
overloads that can represent violations of FERC-approved reliability criteria. 
Importantly, these reliability challenges are not limited to the load pocket; they can 
adversely affect the areas surrounding the transmission facilities needed to carry that 
generation to the load pockets. 

The presence of transmission constraints leading in to an area identified as a 
load pocket necessitates maintaining location-specific resources such as local 
generation to serve load in the load pocket under a variety of conditions. As mentioned 
above, certain ancillary services are location-specific by their nature and must function 
in close electrical proximity to where they are needed. As detailed below, it is these 
locational issues that need to be accounted for in EPA's Final Rule along with resource 
adequacy. 

B. Ensuring Transmission Security: The Role of the Transmission 
Planning Process. 

From a transmission planning perspective, transmission security ensures that 
during future forecasted peak system conditions, all identified violations of transmission 
reliability planning criteria are solved, including those related to thermal loadings, 
voltage levels and stability. In real-time operations, transmission security ensures that 
all transmission assets (lines and transformers) do not exceed their designed maximum 
loadings and that designated voltage levels in actual operation. Transmission security 
requirements also ensure that the bulk power system is resilient enough to withstand 

9 
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contingencies such as the loss of a line, tower or transformer while continuing to deliver 
energy and capacity from generation to load without interruption. In such situations, 
transmission security is maintained by operating transmission facilities with sufficient 
margin to take into account such contingencies. Failure to maintain adequate 
transmission security could result in the system operator invoking emergency operation 
procedures up to and including the shedding of load in a local area in order to prevent a 
cascading outage. 

From a planning perspective, transmission security is maintained by proposing 
and directing the building of new transmission facilities, or transmission enhancements, 
to ensure energy is deliverable to load under forecasted peak conditions without 
violatin,p reliability criteria, including that which governs acceptable thermal and voltage 
Iimits.2 These peak conditions account for forecast changes in load levels and/or 
decreases in available generation in a constrained area that may be the cause of the 
need for a new transmission facility. Through its public planning process, PJM 
documents all conditions for which the system does not meet applicable reliability 
standards and identifies the system transmission reinforcements required to bring the 
system into compliance. The RTEPP also includes development of estimated costs and 
lead-times to implement upgrades needed to resolve identified reliability criteria 
violations. PJM experience in the RTEPP has shown that the inclusion or, more 
importantly for purposes of these Comments, eXClusion of significant generation 
resources, particularly those in electrical proximity to constrained transmission facilities, 
can have a marked impact on the occurrence and timing of projected violations of 
NERC Reliability Standards. In short, the retirement of generation can, depending on 
the local circumstances, compel the need for significant transmission reinforcements. 

III. THE EFFECTS OF RETIRING GENERATION ON LOCAL RELIABILITY 

Changes in generation - and generating unit retirements in particular (referred to 
as retirements or deactivations interchangeably in these Comments)- alter power flow 
on transmission lines, transformers and circuit breakers; impact transmission system 
bus voltages potentially leaving fewer, or locally no generating resources to maintain 
transmission security. Additionally, generation deactivations or retirements leave 
potentially fewer resources to provide Ancillary Services such as Reserve, Regulation, 
and Black Start capability described above. 

22 PJMs RTEPP validates compliance with NERC standards for Category A (TPL-001), Category B (TPL-
002) and Category C (TPL-003) events for each year over a 15-year planning horizon. Specifically, NERC 
Reliability Standards require that a transmission system be stable and within applicable equipment 
thermal ratings and system voltage limits, as specified by PJM Operations. See PJM Manual M-3, 
accessible from PJM's website via the follOWing URL link: 
http://www.pjm.com/-/media/documents/manualslm03.ashx 
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A. Transmission Security Issues That May Result From Generation 
Retirement And Potential Solutions 

The retirement of a generating unit may create transmission security problems in 
a local area absent any replacement resource in that location. Local transmission 
security issues may arise when a retiring generating unit causes changes in power 
flows during system peak load conditions that cause thermal and voltage limit violations. 

Once PJM receives a deactivation request from a generator, PJM studies 
regional power flows based on forecast system conditions, including the system impacts 
caused by generator deactivation. Studies test the transmission system against 
mandatory NERC and RFC reliability standards, looking 15 years into the future to 
identify transmission overloads, voltage limitations and other reliability standards 
violations. PJM is required to develop and implement a solution for each identified 
violation which could otherwise lead to overloads, equipment failure, and in the most 
extreme circumstances a black-out. 

In considering solutions for reliability violations, demand reduction initiatives such 
as Demand Response and Energy Efficiency are helpful tools, but unless the Demand 
Response and Energy Efficiency is committed in the RPM Capacity Market three years 
in advance, the Demand Response and Energy Efficiency is largely voluntary and, as a 
result, cannot guarantee the mitigation of the relevant reliability risks.23 Demand 
Response located within the load pocket which make a financial commitment to PJM's 
capacity market through the RPM auctions can and does help ensure the need for 
adequate overall reserves in a given sub-region of PJM. However, even if Demand 
Response is being encouraged and new generation is being explored, construction of 
new or upgraded transmission lines is oiten essential to prevent imminent reliability 
problems from occurring while those alternatives are pursued and to account for the 
potential that those alternatives may not materialize in sufficient quantity to eliminate the 
reliability problem. As noted previously, PJM does not have the authority under any of 
its FERC-approved tariff documents to compel the construction of generation or 
procurement of Demand Response or Energy Efficiency. The availability of these 
resources remain the province of market forces. 

At the most fundamental level, the need for solutions to reliability violations 
triggered by generation retirements stems from imbalances between the local 
generation resources and transmission capability to deliver energy and capacity from 
such resources. There may be multiple potential solutions to the reliability violations 
ranging from replacement generation, Demand Response or Energy Efficiency 
resources to transmission reinforcements. But given PJM's lack of authority to compel 
replacement generation or alternative resources such as Demand Response and 
Energy Efficiency resources, as explained above, transmission reinforcements -
developed to alleviate potential violations of voltage and thermal limits are the primary 

23 PJM explains herein the requirements of its capacity procurement as it affects both retiring generation 
and demand respcnselenergy efficiency resources. 

11 



453 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00459 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
38

0

direct solution available to PJM to address local reliability problems caused by 
generation retirements. 

B. Challenges of Generator Deactivation on the Provision of Critical 
Ancillary Services 

As previously mentioned, generation is often relied upon to provide critical 
Ancillary Services, such as Voltage Support and Black Start Service to ensure system 
security. When such a unit retires, there can be a negative impact on system security. 
Addressing these impacts can be difficult, given the location-specific nature of the 
services such units provide, as described herein. 

"Voltage" is a measurement of the potential for an electric field to cause an electric 
current in a conductor; it is essentially analogous to pressure in a fluid. Voltage can be 
described as a ·carrier" of electric energy. Voltage stability is important for a number of 
reasons. For instance, on the transmission system itself, transmission voltages must be 
maintained within specific tolerances to ensure that voltage-sensitive equipment 
operates properly. Most often, Voltage Support is provided by location-specific 
generation and thus can be impacted due to retirements, particularly of those older 
plants in urban areas where it is difficult to site and install new generation. 

Black Start service, whether provided directly by small diesel or natural gas 
combustion turbines, or indirectly by larger units through "automatic load rejection:24 is 
also a service that is location specific. Transmission owners require Black Start Service 
at specific locations with the purpose of providing start-up power to generating units 
specified as part of the transmission owner's restoration plan should there be a blackout 
on that part of the power system. In the event a generator that provides Black Start 
Service is retiring, PJM must issue a request for proposal process to secure 
replacement Black Start capability. ReplaCing Black Start capability can take in the 
range of 6-36 months, depending on whether an existing unit will agree to replace the 
service or if new generation needs to be constructed. 

C. Drivers for Generator Deactivation and Implications for Resource 
Adequacy 

In a wholesale electricity market such as in PJM, generating units will only retire 
when generation asset owners believe the costs of continuing to operate, including the 
costs of environmental retrofits and desired returns on capital, exceeds the expected 
revenues from PJM's markets. To the extent the installation of environmental retrofits is 
costly and the generator does not expect to receive suffIcient revenue from the markets, 
resources adequacy will not be impaired if there are sufficient capacity resources to 
meet the installed reserve margin targets. 

24 • Automatic load rejection allows a generating unit to separate from the grid in the case of a major 
disturbance and operate in isolation until it can be reconnected to the grid to supply start-up power to 
other resources. 
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In the alternative, if insufficient resources are available at a lower cost, and the 
generating unit with high retrofits costs clears in the RPM Capacity Market, PJM will 
commit that unit's capacity, albeit at a higher price of capacity, such that the cost of 
maintaining resource adequacy will rise in the face of the impending environmental 
rules. 

Finally, if the costs of environmental retrofits are sufficiently high for a large 
number of generating units, and there are not sufficient lower cost resources available 
to replace this capacity, capacity prices will rise to such a point that it will be considered 
cost-effective in the RPM Capacity Market to commit capacity at levels below the 
installed reserve margin thereby reducing resource adequacy reliability below the target 
1-day-in-10-year threshold. This condition cannot be sustained indefinitely. The PJM 
Reliability Backstop mechanisms intended to guarantee that sufficient generation, 
transmission and Demand Response solutions will be available to preserve system 
reliability, is triggered by reliability criteria violations caused by: (a) lack of sufficient 
capacity committed through the RPM Capacity Market; or (b) near-term transmission 
deliverability violations identifred after the Base Residual Auction is conducted.25 

Transmission upgrades - new transformers, circuit breaker replacements, and 
line re-conductoring, for example - often can be put in place to address local reliability 
criteria violations, given sufficient procurement and construction lead time. In still other 
deactivation cases, new transmission facilities or upgrades to existing facilities can be 
installed to address thermal problems; and, reactive devices such as capacitors or static 
VAR compensators can be installed to address voltage problems on the system. 
However, these types of upgrades may require more than 90 days, the shortest 
advance notice PJM could receive for a retirement. Sufficient lead time is required to 
engineer the appropriate solution, procure equipment and complete aU necessary 
construction. The time required to implement a transmission solution can vary 
considerably based on the size and complexity of the upgrade. Incremental upgrades 
to existing facilities can often be timely completed, particularly if no additional siting 
certifications are required. Upgrades such as new transmission lines that may require 
siting approval almost certainly take longer - often considerably longer.26 

25 The Reliability Backstop may be found in Section 16 of Attachment DO of the PJM Tariff. 
2. For example, the construction of the Susquehanna-Roseland line is currently being delayed due to by 
federal agency environmental impact review. The need for this backbone transmission line was first 
identified by PJM and approved by the Board as part of 2007 RTEPP. At that time, the line was 
anticipated to be in service for 6/112012 to avoid identified reliability criteria violations. However, delays 
due to National Parl< Service review have delayed the in-service date of this line to 2015 at the earliest. 
See hltp:llpjm.com/planning/rtep-upgrades-statuslbackbone-status/susguehanna-rgseland.aspx 
Similarly, the retirement by Exelon Generation of the Cromby Unit 2 and Eddystone Unit 2 requires 18 
separate transmission system enhancements to address the identified thermal, voltage and short circuit 
violations. Thus, even though Cromby and Eddystone provided notice of deactivation in December, 2009, 
due to the need for such transmission enhancements the units are not actually going to shut down until 
May, 2012. In the interim, their operation is environmentally limited. See 
http://www.pjm.com/planning/generation-retirementsl-lmediaiplannjng/gen-retire/pending-deactivation­
requests.ashx 
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IV. SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON EPA'S RELIABILITY ANALYSIS 

In conjunction with the issuance of the Proposed Rule, the EPA also issued a 
ten- page resource adequacy and reliability analysis that indicates there are no 
resource adequacy or reliability problems with the implementation of the Proposed Rule. 
While PJM appreciates the EPA's recognition that resource adequacy and reliability are 
potentially a concern under this Proposed Rule, the analysis falls short in providing the 
detailed and rigorous examination of reliability as PJM has described in the previous 
sections, especially as applied to local reliability issues.27 

The insufficiency of the EPA resource adequacy and reliability analysis stems 
from three major assumptions that do not match the realities faced by RTOs like PJM 
and its wholesale market participants. Specifically, the EPA analysis erroneously 
assumes: 1) wholesale power markets mirror least-cost planning models; 2) reliability is 
related to only movements of power between large geographic areas; and 3) there are 
no transmission or deliverability constraints within those areas. 

The reliance on such assumptions, while making a nationwide analysis of broad 
resource adequacy and reliability trends, tractable from a computational and data input 
perspective, lead to conclusions regarding resource adequacy and operating reliability 
that do not match up with the experience of RTOs and generation asset owners. 
Specifically EPA's conclusions do not necessarily match with the potential level of 
retirements that the PJM region may see as evidenced by approximately 7,350 MWof 
coal-fired generation installed capacity, that have failed to clear the three year forward 
RPM Capacity Market auction for the 2014/2015 Delivery Year. PJM has released 
analyses of its most recent three year auction results which indicates that the failure of 
many of these coal units to clear on a three year forward basis appears to be largely 
attributable to their estimation of the costs of retrofitting these older units.28 

PJM does not claim, at this early stage when the final EPA rules are still 
unknown, to know the exact amount of generation, let alone the location of generation, 
that will retire. Indeed, this uncertainty (and the lead time associated with planning, 

27 The Proposed Rule does recognize that the analysis was undertaken on a macro-level and does not 
address these local reliability issues. However, as PJM details herein, these local reliability issues and, in 
particular, the ability to provide ancillary services such as Black Start and VoHage Support, can be 
exacerbated if there are significant generation retirements. Additionally, ICF International recently 
released a paper entitled Retiring Coal Plants While Protecting System Reliability, wherein ICF 
International reported the resuHs of its analyses of the Proposed Rule's impact on transmission security 
stating, "The results of ICF International's analyses suggest that the location of the power plants being 
taken offline can significantly impact system reliability ... .' http:ltwww.icfi.comfinsightsIwMe­
gapers/2011/retiring-coal-plants-while-protecting-system-reliabilitv 
• See 2014-2015 Reliability Pricing Model Base Residual Auction Report Addendum, 

http://www.pjm.comlmarkets-and-operations/rpml-/medialmarkets-ops/rpmlrpm-auction-infol2014-2015-
rpm-bra-results-report-addendum.ashx. There was 6 895 MW of Unforced Capacity that did not clear tha 
auction. This figure accounts for the forced outage rate of the units in question. As an estimate of installed 
capacity, dived that figure by one minus the forced outage rate to get 7350 MW. 
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siting and constructing replacement transmission) is precisely why PJM seeks the two 
year advanced notice of retirement set forth in Section VI of these Comments. As noted 
herein, although PJM believes the EPA analysis contains some erroneous assumptions 
that lead to an understatement of the level of retirements, PJM does not, based on its 
preliminary analysis, forecast a capacity shortfall in the region at this time. However, 
P JM does anticipate that local reliability problems could well arise as a resuH of these 
retirements which would require upgrades, some of which may not be in place by the 
time for compliance with the Final Rule. 

PJM addresses each of the aforementioned issues in turn below beginning with 
wholesale market assumptions, moving to reliability assumptions, and finally concluding 
with experience, analysis, and empirical results to date regarding coal generation 
retirements and the need for transmission upgrades due to generation retirements. 

A. Wholesale Market Assumptions 

As explained above, in a wholesale electricity market context such as in PJM, 
existing generating units, regardless of technology and fuel type, will factor into their 
decision to retire or deactivate whether expected revenues from PJM markets exceed 
costs of continuing operation. including the costs of environmental retrofits. Conversely, 
new entry of generation resources, Demand Response or Energy Efficiency is expected 
to occur in wholesale markets when the expected return on that investment exceeds the 
desired return on capital. The key, underlying feature of wholesale markets for energy 
and capacity is that these retirement and new entry decisions are made In a 
decentralized manner based on price signals that are provided by these markets 
that signal the financial profitability of existing and new entry resources. Moreover, 
these decisions are based on individual generation asset owner's expectations of the 
future which may differ Significantly from one owner to the next, and from one unit to the 
next. 

In contrast, the Integrated Planning Model ("IPM") employed by the EPA in its 
resource adequacy and reliability analysis does not reflect the manner in which 
decisions are made in the wholesale market. The objective of the IPM is to minimize 
the system-wide, region-wide, or nation-wide cost of achieving resource adequacy and 
maintaining its representation of transmission reliability subject to the environmental 
constraints imposed on generating units by the Proposed Rule. In sharp contrast to 
market dynamics, in the IPM modeling framework employed by EPA, the retirement and 
new entry decisions are centralized; the decisions, are not based on market price 
signals and do not depend upon unit profitability or returns on investment. Rather, the 
decisions are based on cost and perfect foresight of future market conditions. As a 
consequence, the IPM model may reflect retirement and new entry decisions that differ 
significantly from the actual market-based retirement and new entry decisions. 

Wholesale energy and capacity markets in PJM also allow for the participation of 
Demand Response and Energy Efficiency, and are of particular relevance in the RPM 
Capacity Market. In many cases these resources are lower cost capacity alternatives 
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than traditional generation resources and can have an effect on market prices and 
ultimately on the retirement and new entry decisions of generation resources when 
considered in conjunction with the costs imposed by the Proposed Rule. 

The IPM framework does not account for Demand Response and Energy 
Efficiency resources as new capacity entry, nor does it account for the effect these 
resources may have on market prices that drive retirement and new entry decisions. 
And, consequently, even under the centralized decision making of cost minimization, 
the IPM framework is likely missing possible generation retirements that may be driven 
by the interaction of the Proposed Rule with these potentially lower cost capacity 
resources. This is not to say that Demand Response and Energy Efficiency do not 
provide significant benefits and could, in the right circumstances, reduce overall 
compliance costs and fully substitute for that retired generation as capacity resources. 
However, on a location-specific basis, Demand Response and Energy Efficiency may 
not be a complete substitute for certain of the ancillary services outlined above. As a 
result, an effective compliance strategy requires the examination and integration of all of 
these resources and adequate time to ensure there effective implementation. 

In short, the IPM framework for examining the effects of the Proposed Rule on 
generation retirements (particularly coal) does not match up with the manner in which 
decisions are made nor does it recognize the full range of the possible resources 
available in the market. Therefore, the IPM framework is likely to understate the 
magnitude of coal generation retirements. This in turn may understate the volume of 
system security and local reliability issues faced by RTOs and other transmission 
operators. 

B. Reliability is More Than Moving Power between Large Geographic 
Regions 

As PJM has stated above, an analysis of system security requires a more 
granular review of the ability to ensure transmission security in load pockets. It is not 
sufficient to assume that because the region as a whole has sufficient resources, that 
local reliability is automatically maintained, as is the assumption made in the IPM 
framework. With respect to transmission alone, the IPM framework omits key features 
of the bulk power transmission system that lie within the IPM-defined regions. First, the 
IPM modeling of regions misses large 500 kilovolt ("kV") reactive transfer interfaces that 
reside within some of the regions.29 Second, some of the regions span across multiple 
RTOs which would neglect to account for the fact that each RTO region undertakes its 
own security constrained generation dispatch.30 Third, the manner in which power is 
moved from one region to another in IPM does not account for parallel path or loop 
flows that occur across multiple regions and the international border between the US 

29 For example, in the MAACW region, there are three 500 kV reactive transfer interfaces, Westem 
Interface, Central interface, and the 5004-5005 interface. 
30 The RFCO region defined in IPM includes both PJM and MISO transmission systems. 

16 



458 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00464 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
38

5

and Canada that take careful inter-regional coordination between multiple RTOs and 
transmission providers to solve. 

As has been documented by the Independent Market Monitor ("IMM") for PJM in 
its recent State of the Market Report, the amount of generation available to be re­
dispatched to alleviate localized constraints to maintain transmission security in these 
areas is small, sometimes only one or two generating units have the ability to relieve 
such localized constraints.31 As the work from the IMM clearly shows, the deactivation 
or retirement of some generation would take away potential re-dispatch solutions and 
therefore likely trigger the need for transmission upgrades to prevent transmission 
reliability criteria violations. The possibility of generation deactivations or retirements 
triggering transmission upgrades can be easily seen by examining the history of 
generator deactivations in PJM as well as pending deactivations. The lists of historic 
and pending deactivations are publicly available and show that of all the pending 
deactivations, more than half require transmission ujigrades to allow the unit to retire 
without a violation of transmission reliability criteria. 2 In the case of the Benning Road 
and Buzzard Point units. which are in Washington. D.C. - a locationally-constrained 
area - the transmission reinforcements necessary to mitigate the reliability impacts of 
such retirement are scheduled to take more than 5 years to place in service.33 

At this time, there are only 3.262 MW of all generation types with requests for 
deactivation pending. Most of these require the installation of some type of 
transmission upgrade to allow those units to retire without any transmission reliability 
criteria violations. If there are considerable coal generator deactivations as a result of 
the Proposed Rule. there is a high probability that many of these units can only be 
reliably retired once transmission upgrades are placed into service. Moreover. if the 
sheer volume of retirements is large. in contrast to the results reported by EPA in its 
analysis. there may be a deleterious effect on local transmission reliability resulting from 
the set of collective retirements; impacts that may not have been triggered with only a 
small set of unit retirements. As noted below. given the limited time period for notice of 
deactivation and the uncertainty conceming the contents and effective date of the Final 
Rule. generation owners have been reluctant to announce firm plant retirement 
deciSions. This delay then further complicates decisions by PJM to plan and direct 
installation of the appropriate set of transmission upgrades. 

31 See. e.g., Section 7 p.483 Table 7-5 Congestion summary (By facility type): Calendar year 2010. The 
2010 State of the Market report prepared by the IMM in the PJM region, Monftoring Analytics, can be 
found at the following link: 
http://www.monitoringanalytics.comireportsIPJM_State_oUhe_Marketl2010/2010-som-pjm-volume2.pdf 
32 See http://pjm.comlplanning/generation-retirements,aspx. There are other deactivation requests that 
would have resulted in even more transmission reliability violations but for previously approved RTEPP 
!tfgrades that are scheduled to go into service by the time the units will deactivate. 

See the deactivation study related to the Benning Road and Buzzard Point units at the following URL: 
http://pjm,comlplanning/generation-retirements/-/medialplanning/gen-retire/20070531-buzzard­
evaluation,ashx 
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C. Concerns with EPA's Analysis of the Breadth of Generating Unit 
Retirements in PJM 

In its resource adequacy and reliability analysis, EPA has estimated that at most 
only 1,090 MW of coal capacity will retire by 2015 in the PJM region with the 
implementation of the Proposed Rule.34 With such a low estimate of retiring coal 
capacity, the probability of local reliability issues - if the EPA had analyzed such issues 
- would also be potentially much smaller so that the assumption of deliverability of 
energy within any of the IPM-defined regions would not appear to be so critical. 

The reality regarding the magnitude of coal capacity retirements, however, may 
well be quite different based on market indicators to date. One indication of the ability 
of any type of generating capacity to be financially viable moving forward is whether or 
not it has cleared (been committed) in PJM's RPM Capacity Market auctions. 
Environmentally-challenged capacity that does not consistently clear in the three-year 
ahead Base Residual Auction is not likely to continue in service since capacity market 
revenues are such an im~ortant source of revenues for these units as they determine 
whether or not to retrofit. 5 PJM already knows that as a result of the 2014/2015 RPM 
Base Residual Auction there was approximately 7,350 MW less coal-fired generation 
that cleared than in the previous 2013/2014 Base Residual Auction. In other words, 
there are strong indications, based on their economic position that approximately 7,350 
MW of installed coal-fired capacity could retire if this trend continues. This is almost 
seven times that amount of capacity that EPA estimated would retire in response to the 
Proposed Rule. 

In addition to coal-fired capacity that did not clear in the 2014/2015 BRA, there is 
also coal-fired capacity in PJM that serves as Capacity Resources designated through 
the Fixed Resource Requirement ("FRR") option that allows load serving entities to 
satisfy their capacity obligations outside of the RPM Capacity Market framework. This 
capacity is located in the areas served by American Electric Power and public power 
entities within the American Electric Power transmission zone. To date there have been 
public announcements of approximately 7,000 MW of installed coal-fired capacity that 
have been announced for retirement by FRR entities for the 2014/2015 delivery year in 
PJM due to the Proposed Rule.36 

Between the reduction in cleared coal-fired capacity in the last Base Residual 
Auction and the public announcements by FRR entities, there is just over 14,000 MWof 

J4 In fact, this is likely an overestimate since there is overlap between PJM and MISO in one of the IPM 
defined regions. 
35 Under PJM's RPM rules, units are required to offer into the RPM auction with only very limited 
exceptions. 
36 AEP plans to retire approximately 6,000 MW of coal-fired generation: AEP Press Release June 9, 
2011, Duke Energy plans to retire approximately 1,000 MW of coal-fired generation: Duke Energy Press 
Release July 15, 2011. Duke Energy Ohio and Duke Energy Kentucky are scheduled to integrate into 
PJM on January 1, 2012 .. http://www.aep.com/environmentaVnewsnid=1697. http://www.duke­
energy,com/news/releases/2011071501.asp 
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coal fired capacity at risk for retirement by 2015 due to the cumulative effect of various 
EPA proposed rulemakings including the subject Proposed Rule, as well as due to 
economics. What remains unknown is the extent to which, based on today's capacity 
prices, new, cleaner generation comes on line 2014/2015 RPM BRA delivery year and 
the extent that new DR and EE resources both develop and commit to serve as capacity 
resources in the RPM Capacity Markets. 

PJM's preliminary analysis of potential coal-fired generator retirements identifies 
approximately 20,000 MW of coal-fired capacity less than 400 MW in the PJM region 
that is more than 40 years old and that will require some kind of environmental retrofit to 
continue forward.37 Because such units are small and old, they are likely already not 
very efficient and do not operate as often as larger and more recent vintage coal units, 
so these smaller, older units are likely candidates for retirement. 

This analysis further indicates that PJM's system includes at least 11,000 MWof 
coal-fired capacity where the estimated cost to install the necessary retrofits will exceed 
the present projection of building a new efficient unit (known as the Net Cost of New 
Entry or "Net CONE" ). Net CONE is a value that reflects the nominallevelized cost to 
build a new natural gas fired combustion turbine. Because it would be less costly to 
build a new natural gas fired combustion turbine than retrofit these units, this capacity 
appears not competitive with new entry resources and thus may be at greatest risk for 
retirement. 38 

Additionally, PJM has identified another 14,000 MW of coal-fired capacity where 
the estimated costs of required retrofits fall between one-half the Net CONE and Net 
CONE. These units may be financially viable to continue forward with retrofits, but it is 
difficult to assess the risk of retirement from this group as such decisions will be 
influenced by other factors and infonnation that is unique to each generation owner, and 
to which PJM does not have access. 

The empirical evidence of apparent and likely retirements and PJM's own 
analysis points to a volume of potential retirements that could well be more than 10 
times the amount of capacity that the EPA has estimated in response to the Proposed 
Rule. PJM is not saying that retirement of aging costly generation is on its face a 
negative---overall, it is not. However, given the magnitude and timing of this level of 
retiring generation, PJM estimates that a number of local reliability issues not identified 
in EPA's analysis will occur which will require transmission upgrades or other solutions. 
This magnitude and timing of potential retirements is unprecedented in the PJM region. 
The full effects will not be known until the full set of unit retirements is announced so 
that PJM can conduct the necessary studies to detennine the extent of the local 

37 PJM will be posting the results of its analysis, once available, on its website at www.p;m.com. 
38 The economic analysis only examines generation in PJM prior to the ATSI and DEOK integrations as 
PJM does not have sufficient historic revenue information for these units to do an accurate assessment of 
their financial viability to continue forward with retrofits. 
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reliability problems and identify the potential transmission solutions. However, the 
prospect of a number of retiring units, the insufficient forward notice of retirement as 
explained in Section LA. above, and the prospect of PJM not being able to ensure that 
the necessary transmission upgrades or replacement resources can all be placed into 
service within the timeframe of the Proposed Rule compels PJM to recommend its unit­
specific reliability safeguard process outlined in Section VI below. 

D. Preliminarv Observation: Resource Adequacy and System Security 

Even with as much as 11,000 to 14,000 MW of coal-fired capacity at risk for 
retirement, resource adequacy (i.e., the overall level of capacity needed to serve the 
RTO's needs) does not seem to be immediately at risk. First, for the 2014/2015 delivery 
year with approximately 7,350 of coal-fired installed capacity not clearing, PJM projects 
a 19.6 percent installed reserve margin which is approximate~ 6,400 MW of installed 
capacity over and above the target installed reserve margin? The primary reason for 
this is that the demand forecast has fallen and Demand Response resources have 
made up the difference. Even accounting for the retirement announcements of FRR 
entities and announced new generation plans, there do not presently appear to be 
significant issues in maintaining capacity levels at the installed reserve margin in the 
short term.40 In the 2014/2015 Base Residual Auction there was an increase of 4,800 
MWof Demand Response resources over the previous auction. If that trend continues 
and combined with the potential development of new generation as evidenced by PJM's 
generation interconnection queue, there appear to be adequate reserves assuming new 
generation can be attracted, sited, and built in a timely manner. However, as explained 
above, resource adequacy and operating reliability, i.e., system security, are very 
different issues, and the sheer volume of retirements and associated local reliability 
problems are the main near-term issue as the compliance deadline of January 1, 2015 
approaches. 

V. SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED RULE'S FINDINGS 
REGARDING ADDRESSING RELIABILITY IMPACTS 

In this section, PJM provides specific comments to certain of the EPA's factual 
findings in Section V.M. of the Notice that are cited in support of the overall finding that 
the Proposed Rule will not adversely impact reliability. PJM recognizes that the 
provisions of Clean Air Act section 112 limit EPA's ability to provide blanket extensions 
beyond the three year schedule (with an additional one year extension for the 
installation of controls) ("the 3+1 schedule"). In PJM's proposed remedy, contained in 
Section VI below, PJM sets forth its specific proposal, which is entirely consistent with 
Clean Air Act section 112. PJM's proposed remedy represents the best means to 

39 2014-2015 Reliability Pricing Model Base Residual Auclion Results Report at 1, 
http://www.pim.com/markets-and-operations/rpmHmed ialmarkets-opslrpm/rpm-auction-infoI20 11 0513-
2014-15-base-residual-auclion-report.ashx . 
.., The approximate cushion covers the announced retirements and Duke Energy Ohio and Kentucky, 
which will integrate into PJM in January 2012, has announced new build gas with their retirements 
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harmonize the Final Rule with Congress' directives to ensure the maintenance of 
reliability of the bulk power electric grid while achieving its Clean Air Act directives. 

Each relevant EPA finding is reprinted with PJM's comment immediately below 
that reprint. 

EPA Finding Para. M, Federal Register p. 25054: 

'CAA section 112 specifies the dates by which affected sources must comply with the 
emissions standards. EXisting sources may be provided up to 3 years to comply with 
the final rule; if an existing source is unable to comply within 3 years, a permitting 
authodty has the discretion to grant such a source up to a 1-year extension, on a case 
by case basis, if such additional time is necessary for the installation of controls. We 
believe that the requirements of the proposed rule can be met without adversely 
impacting electric reliability. Our analysis shows that the expected number of 
retirements is less than many have predicted and that these can be managed with 
existing tools and processes for ensuring continued grid reliability. n 

PJM Comment: 

PJM has pointed out above the limitations of the reliability modeling presented by 
EPA. PJM does not posit that, as a result of those limitations, the impacts set forth by 
EPA are Q§[ se incorrect---rather, given the fact that the full impact of the Proposed 
Rule and the resulting generator decisions on whether to comply or retire have not been 
made, it is simply premature to reach a definitive conclusion that, in all cases, "the 
proposed rule can be met without adversely impacting electric reliability41: As noted 
above, there are many aspects of reliability -- ranging from overall capacity adequacy in 
an entire region to local reliability impacts from plant retirements -- which require much 
more specific analysis than has been able to be performed to date. Moreover, although 
EPA's analysis addresses overall system adequacy, a second critical aspect of 
reliability, namely system security, has not been analyzed under the Proposed Rule. 

PJM does not make this observation as a blanket criticism of EPA's analysis. 
Rather, PJM points out that the information needed to undertake this more granular 
analysis cannot be meaningfully performed until further information is known as to 
individual unit's retirement decisions.42 As a result, PJM believes that the EPA's 
findings as quoted above are sweeping and summary in nature and thus EPA would 
have difficulty meeting the reasoned-decision making standard for judicial review. 

41 Proposed Rule at 25054. 
42 In Section VI below. PJM proposes a remedy to this 'chicken and egg" problem by seeking a 
requirement for early and timely notification to EPA and the RTO of individual unit's plans to comply or 
retire. 
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EPA Finding Para. M, Federal Register p. 25054: 

"There are already tools in place (such as integrated resource planning, and in some 
cases, advanced auctions for capacity) that ensure that companies adequately plan for, 
and markets are responsive to, future requirements such as the proposed rule." 

PJM Comment: 

As noted above, generation adequacy has largely been deregulated at the 
wholesale level. In many cases, as the Tariff provides, PJM receives only 90 days 
notice of retirements and FERC has affirmed that PJM has no ability to stop a unit from 
retiring.43 Moreover, most of the states in the PJM footprint do not have authority to 
develop and, more importantly, order the results of state-developed integrated resource 
plans ("IRP"). 44 For instance, it is PJM's understanding that IRP is not utilized across 
the entire PJM footprint in the manner EPA assumed in its analysis. Several states in 
PJM rely on competitive markets for utility procurement of generation supply to serve 
customers not served by competitive retail suppliers. As a result, EPA's reliance on 
integrated resource planning as a "tool in place that ensures that companies adequately 
plan for, and markets are responsive to, future retirements such as the proposed rule" is 
inconsistent with the law and/or policies of a number of the state commissions within the 
PJM footprint and therefore cannot be relied upon as a justification for the 3+1 deadline. 

The Notice also references "advanced auctions for capacity" as another means 
to "ensure that companies adequately plan for, and markets are responsive to, future 
requirements such as the proposed rule". In the case of PJM, the EPA is correct in 
referencing the fact that PJM runs a three-year forward auction for capacity - RPM. 
RPM acquires resources for capacity three years into the future. While this auction 
addresses the resource adequacy aspect of reliability in PJM, it does not necessarily 
focus on the local transmission security within Locational Deliverability Areas ("LDAs"). 
The three year forward auction does force a unit to determine its compliance strategy in 
a timely maner as it is required to either bid in the unit (and thus legally be obligated to 
PJM to be able to be called on to supply energy three years forward) or not submit a bid 
based on its decision to retire the unit. A unit could enter into the RPM auction each 
year with the intent to retrofit but then end up not clearing and ultimately retiring once it 
weighs the cost of retrofits vs. the forward capacity price it would have received had it 
cleared in the PJM capacity market along with energy market revenues it might have 
earned. Additionally, a unit that clears the auction and later decides to retire can either 
pay a penalty or contract for replacement capacity, both options of which may be more 
economical than the cost to keep the unit running to meet its obligations. As such, 
PJM's forward capacity market, although a helpful tool, cannot, in and of itself, ensure 
that the effects of the rule are fully dealt with in the marketplace with sufficient advanced 
notice to address the development of alternatives. Moreover, in some cases retrofits 
may need more than three years for completion. In short, the limited three year forward 

4J PJM Interconnection, LLG., 110 FERC 1161,053 at P 137 (2005) . 
... Nan/ehale Power & Light v. Thomburg, 476 U.S. 953 (1986). 
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capacity market is a helpful but not dispositive tool to allow the market to respond to the 
impact of the Proposed Rule. 

EPA Finding Para. M. Federal Register p. 25054: 

"EPA believes that the ability of permitting authorities to provide an additional 1 year 
beyond the 3-year compliance time-frame as specified in CAA section 112, along with 
other compliance tools, ensures that the emissions reductions and health benefits 
required by the CAA can be achieved while safeguarding completely against any risk of 
adverse impacts on electric system reliability." 

PJM Comment: 

PJM believes that there is no record basis for EPA's sweeping conclusion that 
the 3+1 compliance period in the Proposed Rule "safeguards completely" against any 
adverse impacts on electriC system reliability. As noted previously, the local reliability 
impacts of the Proposed Rule are unknown and the larger regional adequacy impacts 
can only be determined once the impact of the Final Rule has been analyzed and units 
have made their individual retrofit vs. retirement decisions. PJM's preliminary analysis 
as described above indicates that the number and size of retirements in EPA's analysis 
is significantly understated. 

PJM appreCiates the EPA's recognition of the concern and has proposed a 
reliability safeguard as set forth in Section VI below. PJM believes that adoption of this 
safeguard proposal is necessary to meet the rule's goal of "safeguarding completely 
against any risk of adverse impacts on electric system reliability: Without such a 
backstop, PJM believes there is inadequate record support for the finding and more 
importantly, the potential that the Proposed Rule could damage rather than "safeguard 
completely" electric system reliability. 

EPA Finding Para. M. Federal Register p. 25054: 

"Between proposal and final, EPA will work with DOE and FERC to identify any 
opportunities offered by the authorities and policy tools at the disposal of DOE and/or 
FERC that can be pursued to further ensure that the dual goals of substantially reducing 
the adverse public health impacts of power generation, as required by the CAA, while 
continuing to assure electric reliability is maintained. EPA also intends to continue to 
work with DOE, FERC, state PUCs, RTOs and power companies as this rule is 
implemented to identify and address any challenges to ensuring that both the 
requirements of the CAA and the need for a reliability electric system are met." 

PJM Comment: 

PJM appreciates EPA's acknowledgment and invitation to work with the agency 
on ensuring that the Final Rule meets the dual goals of Clean Air Act compliance and 
ensuring electric system reliability. PJM does believe that certain policy initiatives can 
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be implemented amongst the agencies to help ensure compliance and reliability. These 
include the EPA incorporating into the Final Rule the Secretary of Energy's authority 
under section 202c and ensuring that his exercise of authority, after coordination with 
EPA, does not leave a complying entity subject to penalties from either state officials or 
citizen lawsuits under the Clean Air Act. 

PJM further urges the EPA to work with RTOs prior to the Final Rule going into 
effect so that the proposals presented herein and similar ones can be addressed in a 
manner which ensures that the Final Rule does not impair reliability. PJM believes that it 
is critical that appropriate safeguards and backstops be included in the Proposed Rule 
rather than having the EPA wait to work with the RTOs on such measure only until after 
the rule's final issuance. For its part, PJM stands ready to work with EPA, FERC, the 
State air authorities and others to ensure that any Final Rule can be implemented in a 
manner that is cognizant of the critical need to ensure maintenance of bulk power 
reliability during this period. 

PJM also urges the EPA to work with State air authorities as the environmental 
permitting entities, to implement compliance schedules for individual facilities where 
appropriate to maintain electric system reliability. 

EPA Finding Para. M, Federal Register p. 25055: 

"( T)he additional 1-year extension would provide an additional two shoulder periods to 
schedule outages. It also provides additional opportunity to spread complex outages 
over multiple outage periods. EPA believes that while many units will be able to fully 
comply within 3 years, the 4th year that permitting authorities are allowed to grant for 
installation of controls is an important flexibility that will address situations where an 
extra year is necessary." 

PJM Comment: 

PJM has the authority to approve all unit scheduled outages to ensure that such 
outages do not adversely impact reliability, but cannot prevent generators from taking 
outages when they believe they need to tie in pollution control retrofits. PJM 
appreciates EPA's recognition of the need to spread complex outages over multiple 
outage periods. As the breadth of the outages and the availability of retrofit materials 
may impact the scheduling of outages, it is not clear that the proposed 3+1 timeline 
provides sufficient flexibility for PJM to manage all of these outages in a staggered 
manner. 

For instance, once the need for transmission upgrades have been identified to 
permit the safe deactivation of a given generator, PJM's Tariff requires that 
Transmission Owners and Interconnection Customers coordinate all transmission 
system outages with PJM to permit those upgrades to be constructed, in accordance 
with the PJM System Operations outage planning procedures. 
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In short, outage windows to accommodate upgrade construction are limited to 
opportunities when prevailing system conditions permit so that operational reliability is 
not compromised. 

Transmission Owners provide notice of planned outages to PJM in accordance 
with the requirements in the PJM Tariff and, if applicable, under the TOA. Required 
notice is defined as (1) notification of planned outage schedules six months in advance 
for transmission outages which are expected to exceed fIVe days, and (2) notification of 
all transmission outages five working days or less by the first day of the month 
proceeding the month of the outage. 

Under certain conditions such as extreme weather, peak load, heightened 
homeland security, etc., PJM will evaluate the need to operate the grid in a more 
conservative manner. Actions that may be taken in these special circumstances 
include, but are not limited to, canceling or rescheduling outages and returning outaged 
equipment to service. 

Moreover, Transmission Owners are to avoid scheduling any outage in excess of 
5 days in duration with no or greater than 5 day restoration time that may result in 
increased risk to system reliability during peak summer and winter periods. These 
periods are defined as June 15 - August 31 and January 1 - February 28, respectively. 
These outages include those that may result in: 

• Actual or post-contingency thermal or voltage issues with insufficient generation 
for control 

• Constraints that are load sensitive with limited controlling actions 
• Stability issues or bottled generation 

Transmission Owners screen for such outages prior to submittal and look to 
reschedule during shoulder months. PJM also screens for such outages when 
performing outage analysis. Transmission Owners are encouraged to schedule non­
impactful outages during peak seasons. 

Thus, given the details around PJM's FERC-approved outage process, this is an 
issue which requires timely and early notice from unit owners and a willingness of EPA 
to potentially extend the compliance deadlines to accommodate challenges in 
scheduling outages while still maintaining system reliability. PJM's proposed remedy 
outlined in Section VI below is thus a vital component to ensuring that EPA's 
observations concerning the importance of staggering complex outages can actually be 
effectuated in a manner which ensures system reliability. 

EPA Finding Para. M, Federal Register p. 25055: 

"EPA believes that it is reasonable to allow the (one year) extension to apply to the 
replacement (of existing units) because EPA believes that building of replacement 
power could be considered "installation of controls· at the facility .• 
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PJM Comment: 

PJM supports EPA's reading of the statute to allow the additional one year for 
compliance when there will be installation of replacement power - which is viewed as 
equivalent to installing pollution controls -- at the site of a where a generating unit is 
being retired. Such a reading works to effectuate the ability of owner's to install, within 
a four year period, cleaner replacement generation in lieu of being forced to retrofit units 
which are most likely near the end of their useful lives. Moreover, the availability of a 
new unit may prove far more reliable than attempting to retrofit units which already are 
at the end of their useful lives. This same rationale should apply to a situation where 
the additional one year (or longer) is needed to install replacement generation or DR 
and EE at another location; as well as when a transmission reinforcement is needed to 
mitigate the reliability impacts of a retiring generating unit. 

EPA Finding Para. M. Federal Register p. 25055: 

"Reliability concems caused by local transmission constraints can be addressed 
through a range of solutionS ... For instance, in the PJM Interconnection (an RTO) 
region, there are over 11,600 MW of capacity that have completed feasibility and impact 
studies that could be on-line by the third quarter of 2014." 

PJM Comment: 

As a basis for its finding, the Proposed Rule cites to a presentation made by PJM 
in January, 2011. While the relevant presentation did state amount of proposed 
generation in PJM's interconnection queue, this was in regards to addressing the 
resource adequacy aspect of reliability, and not necessarily the transmission security or 
local reliability aspect. So, while these resources provide the needed system capacity, 
it will not be known until local transmission constraints arise and are studied jf these 
resources can address local issues. 

EPA Finding Para. M, Federal Register p. 25055: 

"These type of resources (Demand Side response and energy efficiency) can be 
developed very quickly. In 2006, PJM Interconnection had less than 2,000 MWs of 
capacity in demand side resources. Within 4 years this capacity nearly quadrupled to 
almost B,OOO MW of capacity. " 

PJM Comment: 

It is true that Demand Response and Energy EffiCiency can provide significant 
benefits and can, in the right circumstances, reduce overall compliance costs, on a 
location-specific basis. However, Demand Response and Energy Efficiency may not be 
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a complete substitute for certain ofthe ancillary services outlined above, nor be in the 
right location to mitigate local reliability issues. Moreover, PJM cannot mandate the 
expansion of DR and EE as these are market driven decisions. As a result, an effective 
compliance strategy requires the examination and integration of all of these resources, 
to the extent they are market driven, and adequate time to ensure their effective 
implementation of transmission solutions to local reliability problems in the event that 
new entry resources do not solve local reliability problems. 

EPA Finding Para. M. Federal Register p. 25055: 

• Recent experience also shows that transmission upgrades to address reliability issues 
from plant closures can occur in less than 3 years." 

PJM Comment: 

The EPA does not cite any support for this sweeping cone/usion. Just because 
transmission upgrades ·can" occur in less than 3 years, does not mean that they will 
occur on such timetable in all circumstances. For instance, certain local reliability 
upgrades such as those that entail upgrades to existing s'ubstations can certainly occur 
in an expeditious manner. However, the kind of transmission upgrades that could be 
triggered by the retirement of Reliability Critical Units in congested portions of PJM 
would necessarily involve far more complex projects with extended delays due to the 
siting process. 

For example, the Susquehanna-Roseland line is currently being held up by 
federal agency review. The need for this backbone transmission line was first identified 
by PJM and approved by the Board as part of 2007 RTEPP. At that time, the line was 
anticipated to be in service for 6/1/2012 to avoid identified reliability criteria violations. 
However, delays due to National Park Service review have delayed the in-service date 
of this line to 2015 at the earliest,45 Similarly, the retirement by Exelon Generation of 
the Cromby Unit 2 and Eddystone Unit 2 requires 18 separate transmission system 
enhancements are required to address the identified thermal, voltage and short circuit 
violations. Thus, even though Cromby and Eddystone provided notice of deactivation in 
December, 2009, due to the need for such transmission enhancements the units are not 
going to actually shut down until May, 2012.1n the interim, their operation is 
environmentally limited. 46 

Finally, the Benning Road and Buzzard Point generating units totaling 790 MW­
located in the Potomac Edison Power Company's zone in Washington, D.C. - put it its 
deactivation request with PJM in February, 2007. Transmission reinforcements 
necessary to allow these generating units to retire, which include new circuits, upgrades 

45 hltp:llpjm.com/planning/rtep-upgrades-status/backbone-status/susguehanna-roseland.aspx 
48 hltp:/twww.pjm.comlplanning/generation-retirements/-/mediaiplanning/gen-retireJpending-deactivation­
requests.ashx 
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to existing circuits, new transformers, new capacitors and upgrades to existing terminal 
equipment, are not expected to be in service until more than five years after such notice 
in May, 2012. 

EPA Finding Para. M. Federal Register p. 25056: 

"Furthermore, if companies within an RTOIISO wish to retire a unit, they must first notify 
the RTO/ISO in advance so that any reliability concems can be addressed. The 
RTOsilSOs have well established procedures to address such requirements." 

PJM Comment: 

As indicated above, the notification procedures are simply not adequate to meet 
the magnitude of changes and potential retirements that could result from 
implementation of the Proposed Rule. Although PJM is planning a filing at FERC to 
address certain reforms in its planning process which would ensure planning for "at risk" 
generation, even if PJM were successful in having those reforms approved by FERC, it 
would still require that the Final Rule be flexible enough to complement rather than work 
against those FERC-approved changes. PJM's proposed remedy outlined below will 
allow for this harmonization of the rule with changes in the planning process undertaken 
at PJM and the need to maintain system reliability during this important period. 

EPA Finding Para. M. Federal Register p. 25056: 

"The RTOsllSOs also have a very important role to play and it appears that a number 
of them are already engaged in preparing for these rules. For instance, PJM 
Interconnection considered the impact of these anticipated rules alits January 14, 2011, 
Regional Planning Process Task Force Meeting, and Midwest Independent 
Transmission System Operator, Inc. (MISO) has also begun a planning process to 
consider the impact of EPA rules. 

As discussed above, given the large reserve margins that exist, even after consideration 
of requirements of the proposed rule, EPA believes that any reliability issues are likely 
to be primarily local in nature and be due to the retirement of a unit in a load constrained 
area. As demonstrated by the work that PJM Interconnection and MISO are dOing, 
RTOsilSOs are required to do long range (at least 10 years) capacity planning that 
includes consideration offuture requirements such as EPA regulations·. 

PJM Comment: 

PJM appreciates the EPA's recognition of the important role of RTOs but 
believes that EPA has underestimate the local impacts of generation retirement on 
system security. In fact, it is PJM's important role concerning the reliability of the bulk 
power grid that necessitates PJM's Comments and Proposal contained herein. 

28 



470 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00476 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
39

7

Through the Regional Planning Process Task Force ("RPPTF"), PJM is engaged 
with its stakeholders in examining macro system-wide backbone transmission adequacy 
needs to serve load absent "at-risk" generation and meet NERC Loss-of-Ioad­
expectation standards. RTOIISO long-range capacity planning ensures these 
standards are met. Moreover, PJM capacity planning does not entail the ability to 
compel the construction of NEW generating resources to replace resources which 
deactivate, let alone where, by when and how much; that is the province of market 
forces. RPPTF discussions do not address the specific reliability impacts of specific 
deactivated generation; PJM studies of "at-risk" generation are broadly conceived so as 
to avoid pre-determining or influencing a specific asset owners business decisions; 
thus to imply that PJM knows 10-years out which specific generators are going to retire 
is speculative and would put PJM in the position of endangering the competitive position 
of a specific owner's specific asset(s). 

EPA Finding Para. M, Federal Register p. 25056: 

"The RTOsllSOs should consider the full range of options to provide any necessary 
replacement power including the development of both supply and demand side 
resources. " 

PJM Comment: 

Here again, EPA's finding pre-supposes that the necessary transmission 
capability is in place to import this replacement power, which is in essence what the 
PJM's assessment of a deactivation request encompasses. Furthermore, as noted 
previously, PJM cannot compel the addition of generation or use of DR or EE. 

EPA Finding Para. M. Federal Register p. 25055: 

"EPA's assessment looked at the reserve margins in each of 32 subregions in the 
continental U. S. It shows that with the addition of very little new capacity, average 
reserve margins are significantly higher than required (NERC assumes a default 
reserve margin of 15 percent while the average capacity margin seen after 
implementation of the policy is nearly 25 percent). Although such an analysis does not 
address the potential for more localized transmission constraints, the number of 
retirements projected suggests that the magnitude of any local retirements should be 
manageable with existing tools and processes." 

PJM Comment: 

PJM agrees, the analysis does not address the potential for more localized 
transmission constraints as PJM explained more fully above. The fact that potential 
retirements have been understated, combined with the fact PJM could have as little as 
90 days notice of retirement under its current FERC-approved rules, renders EPA's 
conclusion that adequate resources will exist incomplete and erroneous. 
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VI. PJM PROPOSED REMEDY TO SAFEGUARD RELIABILITY WHILE 
ENSURING TIMELY COMPLIANCE 

PJM proposes the following Reliability Safeguard addition to the Proposed Rule 
to address, in a targeted unit-specific manner, the potential that a particular retirement 
or upgrade or set of retirements and upgrades triggers reliability issues that cannot be 
adequately addressed within the Proposed Rule's compliance timeframes. PJM's 
proposal addresses both use of the fourth year for additional time for compliance in 
such instances and the establishment of a mechanism to allow for additional time, on a 
targeted unit-specific basis, if as a result of unit upgrades or retirement, local reliability 
issues are triggered that cannot be addressed even within the four year timeframe set 
forth in the Proposed Rule. 

A. Reliability Safeguard Running to January 1, 2016 

PJM requests that EPA state either in the preamble to the Final Rule that the 
permitting authority should explicitly authorize or endorse the extensions to the three 
year compliance deadline for units which the RTO or relevant Reliability Coordinator47 

indicates are "Reliability Critical Units: Reliability Critical Units are those generating 
units, timely requesting deactivation (defined below) as a compliance response to the 
Proposed Rule, and subsequently identified by RTOs as units deemed critical to system 
reliability, including a" of the ancillary services described herein. PJM believes 
Reliability Critical Units that have timely announced their deactivation should be eligible 
for a one year extension of the compliance obligation because deactivating a generating 
unit is simply another control option to comply with the Final Rule if the affected 
generating unit owner believes this is the least-cost compliance option, and is effectively 
no different from a generating unit choosing to install retrofits to meet the emissions rate 
standards that cannot get its retrofits in service by the January 1, 2015 compliance 
deadline. Units choosing deactivation as a compliance option would only be granted an 
exemption if under the RTO's independent analysis, they are deemed critical to system 
reliability and are required to stay in service for a defined period until transmission or 
replacement resource solutions could be placed into service. 

B. Timely Notice of Retirement/Retrofit As a Condition Precedent to 
Availability ofthe Reliability Safeguard. 

PJM is keenly aware that a one year extension request, if granted, may create 
incentives for generation owners faced with compliance decisions to wait as long as 
possible to submit their deactivation requests to PJM in the hope they can get their units 
extended beyond the January 1, 2015 compliance deadline if their units are deemed by 

., See n. 49, infra. 
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PJM in its subsequent deactivation study to be Reliability Critical Units. Under the 
current PJM Tariff generators are only required to provide 90 days notice of their intent 
to retire which means that generating units intending to deactivate to comply with the 
standards established in the Final Rule, could provide notice as late as September 30, 
2014. With only 90 days, it is simply not possible that the required transmission or 
generation solutions identified by the RTO can be put in service by January 1, 2015. 
Given that at that point, a Reliability Must Run Agreement is potentially the only option 
available to PJM, generator owners can effectively attempt to extend the life of their 
units for an additional year or more with no intention of installing retrofits by simply 
delaying their deactivation request so they can effectively side-step compliance with the 
Final Rule through a potential mis-use of the extension process contemplated herein. 
From PJM's perspective, such an outcome does not serve reliability as such units are 
likely quite old and have poor availability as evidenced by high forced outage rates. 
Consequently, PJM requests the EPA provide guidance in the Final Rule that such an 
extension for deactivating units only be granted if the unit owners provide the RTO, with 
a copy to the EPA with notice of deactivation by the earlier of 12 months from the 
effective date of the Final Rule, or January 1, 2013, a full two years in advance of the 
January 1, 2015 compliance deadline.48 

By January 1, 2013 PJM will have conducted it's 2015/2016 Base Residual 
Auction for Capacity Resources, and by that time generation owners will almost 
certainly have had to make their retrofit, repower, or retire decisions for compliance with 
the Final Rule based on whether or not the affected generating unit has cleared in the 
previous two auctions in which compliance costs could be reflected in their offers into 
the auction. For generating units that do not participate in RPM auctions and would 
otherwise be designated as capacity resources under the Fixed Resource Requirement 
this decision would have to be made at the same time as the 2015/2016 Base Residual 
Auction, and consequently those generation owners will have had to have made their 
compliance decision by January 1, 2013. 

As a result, PJM believes that providing notice of deactivation at least 2 years 
prior to the compliance deadline combined with the proposed one year extension for 
Reliability Critical Units is prudent to allow for the development of transmission or 
generation solutions to identified local reliability problems on an individual generating 
unit basis. 

48 Nothing in this proposal should be read as limiting the ability of unijs which are retrofitting but cannot 
complete such work by the compliance deadline from also being eligible for a compliance extension. The 
proposed 'safety valve' is intended to provide a safe harbor for those retiring generators who meet the 
eligibility criteria - including providing the advanced notice of retirement - as outlined above. Nothing in 
this proposal eliminates a generating owner from petitioning the Secretary of Energy to excise its 
authority under Section 202(c) of the Federal Power Act and Section 301(b) of the Department of Energy 
Organization Act to order the unn remain operational. Nor would this preclude a generator from working 
with EPA to establish a compliance schedule. 
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C. Availability of Additional Extensions Beyond the Four Year Period Upon 
Certification by the RTO of Reliability Problems Resulting from Unit 
Retirement or Delays in Completing Upgrades 

As explained above, the scale of potential generating unit deactivations as a 
result of the Final Rule may create a volume of transmission reinforcements that may 
force some needed transmission solutions beyond the four year window set forth in the 
Proposed Rule. PJM has already seen 7,350 MW of installed coal capacity not clear in 
the 2014/2015 Base Residual Auction, and an additional 7,000 MW of coal capacity 
retirements have been announced by FRR entities in PJM. Moreover, a recent PJM 
analysis of units at risk has independently identified approximately 11,000 MW of coal 
capacity that requires additional revenues to cover the cost of retrofits in excess of the 
Net Cost of New Entry for a natural gas combustion turbine. 

Consequently, there may be instances in which solutions to reliability problems 
identified in a unit deactivation process could require extensions for more than one 
additional year and go beyond the initial four years. For Reliability Critical Units that 
have provided their RTO notice by the earlier of within 12 months of the date of the 
effective date of the Final Rule or January 1, 2013 that that they intend to deactivate, 
but the unit owner does not intend to construct on-site replacement power, EPA should 
allow unit owners to avoid non-compliance penalties through a schedule of compliance 
for the period necessary for the RTO to ensure the availability of sufficient replacement 
resources or transmission solutions. The RTO would review these limited situations 
with its stakeholders through its public planning process and, through that public 
process, would be in a pOSition to indicate to EPA the timeframe that is necessary to do 
so. PJM recognizes that ordinarily states issue Title V permits and that a schedule of 
compliance could be included there or, alternatively, in a consent decree. The situation 
would not be allowed to continue open-ended. Rather, the schedule of remedial 
measures proposed by the asset owner would include a mandatory shutdown on a date 
certain based on the public information available from the RTO. 40 C.F.R. § 
70.S(c)(8)(iii), Sierra Club v. Johnson, 541 F.3d 1257, 1260-61 (11th Cir 2008). PJM 
seeks acknowledgement and recognition by EPA that the RTO's indication that a unit, 
which has provided timely notice to the RTO, is a Reliability Critical Unit would be an 
appropriate exercise of EPA's discretion with respect to the timing of an existing 
generating unifs compliance with the Final Rule. PJM urges that the Final Rule allow 
for this contingency and establish a clear up-front process, such as described herein, so 
that all affected entities are: 1) aware of the importance of timely notice to the RTO and 
EPA and 2) are clear on how they may utilize this limited ·safe harbor" option. 

In a nutshell, timely notice of deactivation to the RTO and an identification that 
unit in question is a Reliability Critical Unit which cannot be replaced with alternative 
resources or transmission reinforcements in the four year time allotted would be allowed 
a limited ·safe harbor" from penalties until the RTO indicates that adequate resources 
have been put in place to address the reliability concern. The RTO's findings would be 
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developed in open stakeholder processes and made available for the EPA's (or state air 
permitting authority's) ultimate determination as to whether to grant such an extension.49 

The specifics as to how often the unit can operate within this time period, at what levels 
and during what periods are best addressed on a unit-specific case by case basis. PJM 
pledges to work with EPA on such individual cases so that EPA has the benefit of 
PJM"s independent reliability analysis and knowledge of grid operations. 

VII. CONCLUSION 

PJM believes an upfront, well-defined process to handle these extensions 
beyond one year given the two year deactivation notice requirement should be 
extremely rare, and hopefully never used. However, acknowledging such a possibility 
exists, and putting a process in place in the Final Rule, is essential to provide certainty 
to the wholesale power market that reliability will always be maintained. Additionally, 
such a process enshrined in the Final Rule provides certainty to generators that may 
request deactivation that if they are asked to remain in service to maintain reliability, 
they will not face the possible liability of being deemed non-compliant with the Final 
Rule while providing critical reliability needs to the entire system. Such a process may 
entail the EPA authorizing or endorsing a schedule of compliance in the affected 
generating unit's Title V permit through the implementing State Authority, in coordination 
with the RTO; and/or a Consent Decree between EPA, the State Authority and the 
Generation Owner developed and signed prior to the end of the compliance period, or a 
formal extension through a streamlined process including EPA, and the implementing 
state authority working with the asset owner and the RTO to grant extensions beyond 
January 1, 2016. 

As the preceding discussion demonstrates, the analysis supporting the Proposed 
Rule has underestimated the risks to reliability of electric supply in light of the hard 
deadlines imposed pursuant to Clean Air Act § 112. Moreover, as EPA indicated, unit 
owners must only give 90 day notice prior to shutdown in the PJM region, 76 FR 25056. 
The requirement to be in compliance three years following pUblication in the federal 
register, 40 CFR §63.9984, may result in the shutdown of certain units that are critical to 
the reliability of electric supply on a time line that is faster than the time necessary to 
replace the power or upgrade transmission. 

Thus, it is not so much the technology requirements imposed under the 
Proposed Rule, but rather the very tight timeframe imposed by § 112 of the CM that is 
incorporated into the Proposed Rule. PJM recognizes that there are limitations on 
EPA's ability to depart from this timeline. This was much less of an issue when EPA 
proposed in the Clean Air Mercury Rule to control mercury emissions under § 111 of the 

4. Such a process could be made available to Reliability Coordinators in non-RTO regions aijhough in 
such regions the Reliability Coordinator and the unit owner could both be under a single corporate parent. 
As a result, more care would be needed to ensure adequate functional separation. Such issues do not 
arise in the RTO context since, as noted previously, the RTO is wholly independent of all market 
participants including unit owners. 
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Clean Air Act, because the approach was cap and trade compliance, which allowed 
cleaner units to offset higher emitting units.50 Under the NESHAP proposal, in contrast, 
each existing unit must come into compliance, i.9. there is limited opportunity to 
combine units for compliance purposes or develop an overall compliance plan. As a 
result, PJM anticipates that there will be units where retrofitting is not cost-effective that 
will be shut down. Shutdown of reliability critical units before a replacement resource or 
a transmission solution can be accomplished could, in targeted situations, risk reliability 
of the delivery of electric power. These Reliability Critical Units would not have been 
shown in EPA's modeling because of the modeling methodology. 

PJM reiterates that it is not itself requesting a blanket delay of the implementation 
of the Final Rule, nor is PJM requesting blanket extensions for all units requesting 
deactivation.51 PJM is requesting EPA provide a clear process in its Final Rule is to 
allow for one year extensions for deactivating units if they provide a deactivation notice 
by the earlier of 12 months from the effective date of the Final Rule or January 1,2013 
and are deemed to be Critical Reliability UnitS.PJM is also requesting that this process 
account for the possibility that extension of more than one year beyond January 1,2016 
will be necessary for some units requesting deactivation to comply with the Final Rule 
due to the large potential volume of deactivation requests and the possible volume of 
solutions that must be put into service such they cannot all be completed by January 1, 
2016. 

PJM stands ready to work with EPA on this important issue and appreciates this 
opportunity to provide comment. 

151 Craig Glazer 
Craig Glazer 
Vice President - Government Policy 
PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. 
1200 G Street, NW 
Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 423-4743 (phone) 
(202) 393-7741 (fax) 
glazec@pjm.com 

Jennifer Tribulski 
Senior Counsel 
PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. 
955 Jefferson Avenue 
Valley Forge Corporate Center 
Norristown, PA 19403-2497 
(610) 666-4363 (phone) 
(610) 666-8211 (fax) 
tribuj@pjm.com 

so PJM recognizes that the Clean Air Mercury Rule was vacated by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC 
Circuit in New Jersey v. EPA, 517 F.3d 574 (D.C. Cir. 2008). 

51 P JM takes not position on any requests of others for a blanket extension of compliance with the Final 
Rule. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. I want to thank the witnesses. Thank you for 
your patience. We appreciate your taking time to give us your 
thoughtful comments, and we look forward to working with you as 
we move forward to help solve these issues. Thank you. 

And the record will stay open for a minimum of 10 days for any 
additional comments or documents to be presented. 

With that, the hearing is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 12:52 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
[Material submitted for inclusion in the record follows:] 
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Mr. Chairman 

Thank you. 

This hearing is about the potential cumulative impacts of 
new and proposed EPA regulations on the power sector and 
how they might effect reliability. I can tell you that my 
home state of Nebraska is very concerned. 

Yesterday in the mark-up of legislation dealing with 2 of 
the regulations coming out of EPA, I mentioned that 
poverty is at an all time high since 1993. We have been 
focusing onjob lost associated with these rules. Well, now 
we learn that not only will people be out of work, but 
potentially could be left in the dark as well. 

I have 3 documents I would like to enter into the record. 

The first is a letter from our governor to Administrator 
Jackson expressing his concerns with the number and 
substance of the regulations. 

The second is an article from The Grand Island 
Independent. 

The last is an article from Lincoln Journal Star that ran just 
yesterday. 

The independent article reported on a meeting held by our 
State Attorney General Jon Bruning. On September 6, he 
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hosted what was called an "EPA Summit." The 3 concerns 
addressed were 
• possible power plant closings, 
• employee layoffs 
• increases in power rates 

General Bruning is planning to work with other state 
attorneys generals to have the new regulations delayed or 
revised. 

According to the Grand Island utility manager, just the 
Cross-State Air Pollution Rule will require an investment 
of35 to 40 million dollars in equipment to comply. 

The city of Freemont may have to spend as much as $35 
million over the next 5 years. 

Omaha Public Power district estimates a possible 4 percent 
cost increase as well. 

These are just a few of the concerns of the folks back 
home. I look forward to hearing our witnesses and asking 
if they have creative solutions to these concerns. 

I yield back. 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20428 

OFFICE OFTHE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-6115 

Dear Chairman Whitfield: 

October 20, 20 II 

Thank you for your October 4, 20 II letter which contained additional 
questions for the hearing record on "The American Energy Initiative." Please find 
enclosed my responses to your questions. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or would 
like to discuss these responses. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Bobby Rush, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
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The Honorable Ed Whitfield 

1. FERC staff completed and presented to EPA a PowerPoint presentation entitled 
"Potential Retirement of Coal Fired Generation and its Effect on System 
Reliability (preliminary Results)" (see attached). Slide 29 of this presentation is 
entitled "Next Steps" and details several FERC staff recommendations, 
including directing industry to "openly assess the reliability and adequacy 
impacts of retirement of at risk units." FERC staff then identified a list of 
factors that any such assessments should consider, including frequency response, 
voltage profile and bulk power system loadings, stability, loss ofload probability 
calculations, and deliverability of resources through planning studies. The slide 
also provides that FERC staff will continue to "improve screening methodology 
with industry cooperation" and "conduct reliability studies." 

a. Please describe whether any of the identified "Next Steps" of Slide 29 have 
been completed by FERC staff or are in the process of being completed. 
Please provide any related documentation or materials. 
Answer: See answer "b." below. 

b. If no "Next Steps" have been completed, please detail the decision-making 
process resulting in the conclusion that the recommendations ofFERC staff 
should not be followed. 
Answer: Intervening regulatory actions have superseded pursuing these specific 
next steps. 

2. In response to a hearing question regarding whether FERC has directed 
planning authorities to undertake the studies and actions set forth in Slide 29 of 
the FERC PowerPoint presentation (see attached), you testified: 

"Yes. In fact, in Order 1000, we very specifically say that they [the planning 
authorities] must consider both federal and State public policies which would 
include the EPA (power sector] rules. So yes, we absolutely have done that in 
Order 1000." 

However, Order No. 1000 expressly explains that: "Some commenters request 
that we specify EPA regulations ..• as Public Policy Requirements driving 
potential transmission needs relevant for consideration in the transmission 
planning process .•.• (] [W]e decline to mandate the consideration of transmission 
needs driven by any particular Public Policy Requirement .••• "(emphasis in 
original). Consequently, Order No. 1000 does not mandate that EPA's power 
sector rules be considered by regional planning entities. Moreover, Order No. 
1000 compliance filings are not due for another 12 to 18 months. Meanwhile, 
many of EPA's regulations will become final well before Order No. 1000 
compliance plans are ever approved by FERC. 
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a. Please explain how Order No. 1000 requires planning authorities to 
complete the studies and actions set forth in Slide 29 of the FERC 
PowerPoint presentation. 
Answer: See answer "2.b." below. 

b. Please explain how Order No. 1000 will mitigate short-term reliability 
concerns resulting from EPA's power sector rules given that: (1) 
consideration of the EPA rules by regional planning entities is not 
mandatory; and (2) FERC consideration of Order No. 1000 compliance 
filings will not begin until well after EPA's power sector rules will have 
become final. 
Answer: An Order 1000 compliance filing may be considered by FERC upon its 
filing by a planning authority. To the extent the planning authority determines it 
necessary to make that filing prior to due date for filing it may do so. In addition 
every planning authority has a responsibility under FERC approved reliability 
regulations and under Order 1000's predecessor, Order 890, to conduct planning 
for reliability. 

3. Twice this year FERC has joined with NERC to study and issue detailed 
reports assessing various reliability matters. Last month FERC and NERC 
produced a joint 3 SO-page report on "Outages and Curtailments during the 
Southwest Cold Weather Event of February 1-5, 2011." Similarly, FERC 
recently announced that FERC and NERC will complete a joint reliability 
inquiry into the recent outages in Arizona and Southern California. 

a. Does FERC intend to coordinate with NERC to complete a comprehensive 
analysis of the impacts of EPA's power sector rules on reliability? 
Answer: FERC will coordinate with NERC and the planning authorities to help 
ensure that reliability ofthe bulk power system is maintained. 

b. If FERC does not intend to complete a joint report with NERC, please 
detail the decision-making process resulting in the conclusion that a joint 
analysis with NERC is not justified in this assistance. 
Answer: See answer "a." above. 

4. Section 215(g) of the Federal Power Act provides that the Electric Reliability 
Organization - NERC in this case - "shall conduct periodic assessments of the 
reliability and adequacy of the bulk-power system in North America." NERC 
completed a study last October on the impact of EPA's rules on reliability. 

a. Did NERC present the results of its October 2010 study to FERC? If so, 
please provide details regarding when the meeting occurred, who attended, 
what was discussed, and whether the meeting resulted in plans for NERC or 
FERC (jointly or individually) to undertake future actions or next steps as a 
result of the NERC results, including updated or additional studies. Please 
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describe any such follow-up activities or meetings between FERC and NERC 
as related to the NERC study. 
Answer: No, not formally or in person. Results were sent electronically. 

b. Has FERC directed NERC to complete an updated study based on new 
information? If not, why not? 
Answer: No. It is our understanding that NERC is in the process of doing an 
update that will be released in mid November. 

5. During the September 14th hearing, Commissioners Moeller and Spitzer 
both emphasized the need for the Commission to be more proactively 
involved in determining the cumulative impacts of EPA's regulations on the 
electric grid. They suggested, at a minimum, that FERC needs to convene an 
open and transparent process to assess the cumulative impacts of EPA's 
power sector rules. The Commissioners suggested that such a process should 
occur before the EPA rules are finalized. 

a. Does FERC intend to undertake - prior to the EPA power sector rules 
becoming final- a Commission-led process to formally and thoroughly 
evaluate the impact of EPA's rules on reliability, including but not limited to 
the hosting of a public workshop or technical conference or the completion 
and publication of a formal cumulative assessment? If so, please provide the 
following details: 

i. the scope of the process; 
ii. the timeline for carrying out the process; 
iii. the participation of otber agencies, entities, and officials (e.g., federal 

agencies, NERC, RTOs, state public utility commissions, industry); and 
iv. plans for updated or new reliability studies or assessments, including 
joint studies with NERC or regional and sub-regional studies overseen by 
FERC. 
Answer: FERC intends to conduct our 3nl reliability summit at the end of 
November where one of the potential topics of discussion will be emerging issues, 
including processes used by planning authorities and other entities to identify 
reliability concerns that may arise in the course of compliance with 
Environmental Protection Agency regulations, and the tools and processes 
(including tariffs and market rules) available to address any identified reliability 
concerns. 
L-iv. The details of the summit are currently under development. 

b. IfFERC does not intend to undertake a formal and transparent process to 
evaluate potential reliability implications, please detail the decision-making 
process resulting in the conclusion to forego such a process, including 
consideration of the positions of Commissioners Moeller and Spitzer. 
Answer: See answer "5.a." above. 
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6. You have emphasized the importance of regional and local planning entities, 
including state public utility commissions, to ensuring reliability, particularly 
at tbe local level. Tbe State of South Carolina recently petitioned FERC 
requesting tbe Commission to convene a joint board witb state regulators to 
study the potential impacts of EP A's power sector rules on reliability. 

a. Do you believe tbis would be a wortbwhile federal-state partnersbip that 
could belp identify and mitigate potential reliability problems? If not, wby 
not? If you agree such a partnersbip is worthwbile, do you plan to establish 
a joint board witb Soutb Carolina state regulators? With other states? 

b. Wben do you plan to respond to South Carolina? 
Answer: The South Carolina petition is currently pending before the Commission 
and any discussion of it would be inappropriate at this time. 

7. EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule was publisbed in the Federal Regi5ter on 
May 3, 2011. The preamble of the proposed rule expressly provides that; 

"Between proposal and final, EPA will work witb DOE and FERC to identify 
any opportunities offered by the authorities and policy tools at tbe disposal of 
DOE and/or FERC that can be pursued to furtber ensure that tbe dual goals 
of substantially reducing tbe adverse public bealtb impacts of power 
generation, as required by tbe CAA, wbile continuing to assure electric 
reliability is maintained" 

Tbis statement clearly contemplates that reliability issues should be 
identified and addressed simultaneously witb tbe rulemaking process to 
ensure tbese issues are resolved to tbe extent practicable prior to finalization 
of the rules. Yet, according to the information and answers you provided to 
the Committee, communications between FERC staff and EPA regarding tbe 
potential impacts of EPA rules on electric reliability ceased after May 3, 2011 
and "have not been ongoing." 

a. Were you aware tbat EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule expressly calls 
upon FERC and DOE to cooperate in assuring tbat reliability is maintained 
and tbat this coordination is to occur before tbe rule becomes final? 
Answer: The quoted passage of the Federal Register notice cited refers to FERC 
identifying "authorities and policy tools" regarding electric reliability. FERC has 
done that for EPA in a series of meetings that have been previously described to 
the Subcommittee. 

b. If so, how do you reconcile tbe fact tbat communications between FERC 
and EPA apparently ended on May 3, 2011, the same day as EPA's proposed 
rule was publisbed but well before tbe rule will become final? 
Answer: See answer to "7.a." above. 
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c. If EPA and FERC are continuing to coordinate, please outline the process 
by which the Commission and EPA are doing so to further evaluate the 
reliability impacts of EPA's power sector rules. Please specify the type of 
coordination (e.g., staff level meetings, information sharing, etc.) and identify 
the specific reliability topics to be evaluated as part of your ongoing 
coordination. 
Answer: See answer to "7.a." above. 

d. In the a bsence of any additional coordination with EPA, please describe 
the process the Commission intends to undertake to evaluate the cumulative 
impacts of EPA's power sector regulations on the reliability of the electric 
grid. Please include the following information: 

i. the scope of the process; 
ii. the timeline for carrying out the process; 
iii. the participation of other agencies, entities, and officials (e.g., federal 

agencies, NERC, RTOs, state public utility commissions, industry); and 
iv. plans for updated or new reliability studies or assessments, including 

joint studies with NERC or regional and sub-regional studies overseen by 
FERC. 

Answer: See pre-filed testimony of Chairman Jon Wellinghoff submitted to the 
Subcommittee for the September 14' 2011 hearing entitled "The American Energy 
Initiative". 

8. You have indicated in written and oral testimony that EPA's power sector 
rules will have regional and local reliability impacts. Likewise, 
Commissioner Moeller testified that EPA's proposed rules will impact 
different regions in different ways, and therefore "analyzing the impact must 
be done on a granular level down to the specific load pockets that are 
affected." 

a. Please identify any region, sub-region, electric control areas, or "specific 
load pockets" in the United States that may experience degraded reliability 
caused by EPA's power sector rules. Please detail the basis for any identified 
area. 
Answer: Such areas may be identified by the planning authorities. See answer to 
"7.d." above. 

b. If FERC has not identified any such region, sub-region, electric control 
areas, or "specific load pockets," please describe the Commission's plans to 
evaluate the "granular" reliability impacts of EPA's power sector 
regulations. 
Answer: See answer to "8.a." above. 
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c. IfFERC lacks the tools or information to be able to identify any region, 
sub-region, electric control area, or "specific load pocket" in the United 
States that may experience degraded reliability caused by EPA's power 
sector rules, please describe how FERC is coordinating with, or directing, 
EPA, NERC, and regional and local planning authorities to identify such 
areas and asseSS potential reliability impacts and develop any related 
mitigation plans. 
Answer: See answer to "S.a." above. 

9. In your testimony, you refer to a reliability "safety valve" as a way to 
mitigate reliability concerns by permitting a waiver or case-specific extension 
to avoid reliability threats and potential emergencies. 

a. Please document all discussions FERC has had regarding such a "safety 
valve" approach with representatives of EPA, any RTO or ISO, or state 
public service commissions. 
Answer: I spoke with Lisa Jackson, Administrator and Gina McCarthy, Assistant 
Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation about the safety valve on 
Friday, October 14. On August 10,2011, PJM held a briefing for FERC Staff on 
PJM's Comments and Joint Comments on EPA's Hazardous Air Pollutants Rule. 

b. Please describe any "safety valve" proposals considered or under 
consideration by FERC or any other federal agency that would allow utilities 
to operate under the EPA power sector regulations until reliability concerns 
have been mitigated. 
Answer: The proposal as it is understood is to EPA and not FERC but, depending 
on EPA's response, could involve a role for FERC in reviewing certain claims of 
future violations of reliability standards. 

c. Please cite any provision of any of EPA's proposed power sector 
regulations upon which a utility could rely in knowing an extension of the 
regulatory or statutory compliance period is available as a "safety valve" in 
order to ensure reliability. 
Answer: Contents of EPA regulations are under the control and within the 
knowledge of EPA and not FERC. 

d. Wouldn't it be more prudent to extend the compliance deadlines of the 
EPA power sector rules before an emergency occurs, rather than hoping that 
emergency waiver authority can stave off a reliability crisis after the fact? 
Answer: Any decision in this regard is within the authority of EPA and not FERC. 

10. You testified that "we [FERCJ are directing EPA to in fact interface directly 
with the planning authorities like PJM, like ERCOT and others, and to 
provide them all the data that EPA has to help those planning authorities 
have an adequate handle on what they need to do to do their job to ensure 
reliability in this country." Yet in a written response to a pre-hearing 
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Committee question regarding whether EPA followed FERC's 
recommendation to coordinate with regional planning authorities, you stated 
that "I do not know what actions EPA has undertaken to our earlier 
conversations. " 

a. Has FERC - as you suggest - "directed" EPA to interface with regional 
planning authorities? Ifso, please describe the details ofFERC's directive 
and what actions EPA has taken to comply with FERC's request? 
Answer: We have not "directed" EPA in any legal sense as FERC has no statutory 
authority to do so. FERC "directed" EPA in the sense that we informed them of 
the role of the planning authorities and made them aware of their functions and 
identities. We "directed" EPA to the planning authorities as the proper place to 
interface on the potential impacts of EPA emissions regulations on reliability. 

b. If FERC has not directed EPA to take such action, do you believe FERC 
has the authority to "direct" EPA to interface with regional planning 
authorities? Please explain why or why not. If you believe FERC has such 
authority, do you plan to direct EPA to consult with regional and local 
planning authorities? 
Answer: See answer "IO.a." above. 

c.lfyou do not believe FERC has such authority, please describe what 
actions the Commission intends to take to ensure that EPA follows the 
recommendations ofFERC to coordinate with regional and local planning 
authorities. Please include specific plans to coordinate and meet with EPA, 
regional and local planning entities, and other interested stakeholders. 
Answer: See answer to "IO.a." above. 

11. You testified that you have had discussions with David Owens, Executive 
Vice President of Business Operations at the Edison Electric Institute, 
regarding the need for a "workshop" that would bring together affected 
stakeholders to discuss reliability concerns resulting from the EPA power 
sector rules. You suggested that Mr. Owens opined that such a workshop 
was not something that would be necessary from an industry perspective. 

a. Please provide the date(s) on which this conversation or meeting occurred. 
Answer: I talked to Mr. Owens on September 13,2011. 

b. Please describe the scope and purpose of the meeting and provide a 
summary of what was discussed, including Mr. Owen's reasons for why 
investor-owned utilities do not feel a public workshop on reliability matters 
related to EPA's rules is necessary. 
Answer: No meeting took place. The discussion was in the course of a telephone 
call. Mr. Owens never mentioned a meeting. 
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12. During your testimony you began to describe a meeting you had with a 
representative or representatives from PJM shortly before the September 
14th hearing. Your statement appears to have been in regard to the fact that 
regional planning entities are already in the process of evaluating the 
regional and local reliability impacts of EPA's power sector rules. 

a. Please provide additional details ofthis meeting, including the following: 

i. identify the PJM representatives with whom you met; 
Answer: Craig Glaser, Andy Ott, Stu Bresler. 

ii. the date(s) on which the meeting occurred; 
Answer: September 6, 2011. 

iii. a description of the scope and purpose of the meeting; and 
Answer: Price Responsive Demand Filing and to discuss Brattle's Analysis of 
PJM Capacity Market Design and Results Report. 

iv. a summary of what was discussed during this meeting, including details 
provided by PJM representatives with respect to the actions PJM has 
taken to address reliability matters resulting from the EPA power sector 
rules. 

Answer: See answer "12.a.iii." above. The meeting was not to specifically discuss 
reliability but there was mention in the discussion ofthe capacity market design 
of the responsiveness of the capacity markets to the pending proposed EPA 
emissions regulations and the positive impact of that response on reliability. 

b. Please provide the details of any similar meetings you or FERC staff has 
had with PJM or other RTOs and ISOs regarding the actions such entities 
have taken to address reliability matters resulting from the EPA power 
sector rules. 
Answer: There have been no similar meetings. 

13. What procedures do you use to ensure that your fellow Commissioners are 
informed about the activity ofFERC staff related to how EPA's power sector 
rules may impact reliability and prices? Ifa Commissioner has questions for 
FERC staff, how does he or she obtain an answer? 
Answer: Regular periodic one-on-one meetings with each Commissioner and 
individual staff meetings with each Commissioner. Commissioners are free to 
meet with and ask staff any questions that they may have on any Commission 
subject. 

14. Please provide the date of when you first received a copy of the Commission's 
"informal" study analyzing the reliability impacts of EPA's power sector 
rules. 
Answer: Sometime during the 4th quarter 2010 or the l't quarter 2011. 
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IS. Do you believe the study completed by FERC staff was either "informal" or 
"irrelevant?" If so, please provide the reasons wby you consider FERC's 
study to have been "informal" and/or "irrelevant." 
Answer: Please see "Caveats" to study on slide "1" of the study. In addition, 
please see the transcript ofthe hearing at P. 24-25,82, and 108. 

16. Do you believe the Commission should "formalize" its "informal" 
assessment of how EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability and 
prices? 
Answer: No. 

17. Have you requested FERC staff to cease work on evaluating how EPA's 
power sector rules might impact reliability and cost/price issues? If not, 
what work by each FERC division is continuing or ongoing? 
Answer: It has been indicated to the FERC staff that detailed study and analysis of 
potential reliability impacts of the proposed EPA emission requirements should be 
conducted by the appropriate planning authorities. 

18. Please provide any documents from the following FERC offices that discuss, 
involve, or consider EPA regulations related to prices or reliability regarding 
electricity, or to prices or reliability regarding natural gas: Office of 
Enforcement; Office of Energy Policy and Innovation; Office of Energy 
Projects; Office of Electric Reliability; Office of Energy Market Regulation; 
Office of External Affairs; Office of General Counsel; Office of the Executive 
Director; and Office of the Secretary. 
Answer: All documents have been previously provided. 

19. If the type of work that FERC staff completed is "irrelevant," as has been 
suggested, then would it not be true that the same type of work being 
completed by NERC also is irrelevant? 
Answer: As stated previously, the NERC study examined scenarios that have 
changed since it was issued. Thus, I cannot comment on the usefulness of 
NERC's report. The question should be directed to NERC as to the use ofthcir 
study. 

20. Please compare the analytical work done in the FERC "informal" study to 
the analytical work completed by EPA in its reliability modeling. 

a. For each component of the work done by EPA in its reliability modeling, 
where is that component reflected in the work done by FERC? And vice 
versa? 
Answer: Such a comparison has not been performed. 

b. Does this demonstrate that EPA reviewed fewer issues than FERC? If so, 
then isn't the analytical work done by EPA even less formal than the 



489 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00495 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
41

5

allegedly "informal" work completed by FERC statTI If not, please provide 
each and every reason why the EPA study is superior to the FERC 
assessment. 
Answer: See answer to "20.a." above. 

21. Please describe the Commission's efforts on the following reliability issues: 
(1) cybersecurity; (2) standards; (3) event analysis; (4) investigations; and (5) 
penalties. Please contrast these efforts with the Commission's efforts on how 
EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability. 
Answer: The Commission has specific statutory authority to enact reliability 
standards and to enforce those standards as to retrospective violations through 
investigations and the imposition of penalties. Such standards may encompass 
cyber security. The Commission oversees event analyses that are conducted by 
NERC for specific reliability events. Such events may also prompt FERC 
reliability investigations. EPA's power sector rules have potential prospective 
impacts that are best addressed in the reliability planning activities of the planning 
authorities that are required and informed by FERC's reliability rules and Orders 
890 and 1000. 

22. Does your Office of Enforcement, Division of Market Oversight, monitor 
issues that have an impact on natural gas and electricity prices? If so, why 
not monitor impacts that EPA's regulations might have on the cost of natural 
gas and electricity? 
Answer: The Division of Energy Market Oversight (DEMO) does market 
oversight in an effort to detect fraud and market manipulation and to examine 
market conditions in the wholesale natural gas and electric power markets, as well 
as related energy and financial markets. DEMO assesses factors that relate to the 
competitiveness, fairness, and efficiency of wholesale energy markets; its analysis 
is anchored in actual events and trends. DEMO does not perform price modeling, 
nor does it attempt to predict future prices. 

23. What analyses did FERC perform to make sure that wholesale energy 
markets following implementation of the Demand Response Compensation 
Rule will produce results consistent with making investments to comply with 
the EPA power sector rules? Did FERC ask EPA to analyze the air emission 
impacts of shifting power generation from power plants required to meet 
Clean Air Act standards to those off the grid (so-called "behind the meter" 
generation) that is not subject to the same emissions standards? 
Answer: No analysis was conducted relative to the Demand Response 
Compensation Rule and the EPA power sector rules. It is our understanding, 
however, that behind the meter generation is subject to certain EPA emissions 
regulations. And as such, those facilities are usually subject to more stringent 
environmental regulations than remotely sited central station power plant facilities 
due to being primarily located in urban non-attainment areas. 
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24. What analyses did FERC conduct, and what specific safeguards exist in the 
Commission's final Demand Response Compensation Rule, to assure 
Congress that paying businesses and manufacturers .!!.!!1 to use electricity to 
produce goods and services will not have negative economic consequences? 
Answer: The Demand Response Compensation Rule is intended to provide 
businesses and manufacturers with a market mechanism to compensate them for 
changing usage patterns in ways that is both compatible with their business needs 
but also beneficial to the grid by lowering prices for all consumers. Thus there are 
primarily positive economic consequences from the implementation ofthe rule by 
both providing compensation to businesses that choose to participate in the 
wholesale demand response markets and lower prices for all consumers on the 
grid. 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20426 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Whitfield: 

Office of Commissioner PIJilip D. Moeller 

October 17, 2011 

Thank you for your continuing interest in our work at the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC), and for providing me with an opportunity to 
express my views on the subject of how actions by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) could impact the reliability of our nation's electric system. 

Enclosed is my response to your questions. As always, I am available to 
meet with you to discuss this or any other matter concerning the work of the 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

{))Aj}17il~ 
Philip D. Moeller 
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Answers of Commissioner Philip Moeller to the Questions 
Asked by the Honorable Ed Whitfield 

Question 1. What procedures do you use to ensure that your fellow Commissioners 
are informed about the activity of FERC staff related to how EPA's power sector 
rules may impact reliability and prices? If a Commissioner has questions for FERC 
staff, how does he or she obtain an answer? 

Answer: Prior to July 27, 20 II, my personal staff was able to ask detailed questions to 
FERC staff about their ongoing activity with respect to EPA issues. After that date, the 
Chief of Staff asked that any further requests of my office on this topic should go through 
him. 

Question 2. Please provide the date of when you first received a copy of the 
Commission's "informal" study analyzing the reliability impacts of EPA's power 
sector rules. 

Answer: On about May 27, 20 II, when I received a computer disk of information that 
was to be sent in response to the letters from Senator Murkowski and Representative 
Upton. 

Question 3. Do you helieve the study completed by FERC staff was either 
"informal" or "irrelevant?" If so, please provide the reasons why you consider 
FERC's study to have heen "informal" and/or "irrelevant." 

Answer: No, the study is not "informal", nor is it "back-of-the-envelope" or "irrelevant". 
As stated by the Chairman in the August 1.2011 letter to Senator Murkowski: 

In performing the informal assessment. Commission staffchose certain factors to 
consider. such as S02 controls. age of the plant, and whether the plant owner had 
already announced plans to retire the plant. Commission staff then decided to weight 
each factor. As these inputs to the informal assessment have changed, projected 
outcomes would necessarily change. Therefore. this informal assessment offered 
only a preliminary look at how coal-fired generating units could be impacted by EPA 
rules. and is inadequate to use as a basis jiJr decision-making, given that it used 
information and assumptions that have changed. 

Based on this description, and my continuing experience with the first-rate quality of our 
staff, I believe that this work can be used as a basis for decision making by the EPA as it 
considers its proposed rules. While the Chairman contends that the study is "inadequate 
to usc as a basis for decision-making, given that it used information and assumptions that 
have changed." that problem can be fixed if the staff is directed to update the study to 
include the most recent data. 

Page 1 of7 
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Question 4. Do you believe the Commission should "formalize" its "informal" 
assessment of how EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability and prices? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question 5. Have you requested FERC staff to cease work on evaluating how EPA's 
power sector rules might impact reliability and cost/price issues? If not, what work 
by each FERC division is continuing or ongoing? 

Answer: No, I have not made that request. I do not know what work by each FERC 
division is continuing or ongoing, but as a Commissioner of FERC, I would like to know 
the answer to that question. 

Question 6. Please provide any documents from the following FERC offices that 
discuss, involve, or consider EPA regulations related to prices or reliability 
regarding electricity, or to prices or reliability regarding natural gas: Office of 
Enforcement; Office of Energy Policy and Innovation; Office of Energy Projects; 
Office of Electric Reliability; Office of Energy Market Regulation; Office of 
External Affairs; Office of General Counsel; Office of the Executive Director; and 
Office of the Secretary. 

Answer: Over the past few months, I have been sent various documents regarding EPA 
that were generated by the above-listed Offices at FERC. 

For example, my office has e-mail messages from the Office of Electric Reliability and 
other FERC Offices in response to my inquiries about three EPA documents. Thc 
documents of concern wcre a 41-page document identified as EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234-
3003.2, a "Response to 03/04/1 1 Interagency Comments" and a 7-page document 
identified as EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0234-3025.I, "Response to 03/09/11 Interagency 
Comments" and a IS-page document that described EPA's model for reliability that was 
dcveloped by ICF Consulting. Among other statements in those documents, I was 
interested in the background behind this statement that was apparently made by EPA: 

EPA could remove thisfrom the justification for the rejecting the beyond-the-floor 
analysis if FERC believes there is sullicient gas for all coal- and oil:fired electric 
generation {() be replaced by natural gas without the use of hydraulicfracturing. 

And I was similarly interested in the background behind this statement, also apparently 
made by EPA: 

We presented the discussion in addition to our concerns with the costs v.ffuel 
switching and about the available supply of natural gas (which FERC contests). 

Page 2 of7 



494 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00500 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
42

0

My office also has e-mail messages from the Office of Energy Policy and Innovation to 
the Commissioner's Advisors, and their attachments, which include an e-mail message 
from staff in the Office of the Executive Director to staff in the Office of Management 
and Budget at the White House. I also have documents from the Office of Enforcement, 
Division of Energy Market Oversight. 

Given thc small size of my staff and my ongoing work in preparation for the 
Commission's monthly meeting ncxt Thursday, I do not have the documents rcady for 
delivery at this time. In particular, I will need to have my staff consult with FERC staff 
to determine if the documents have already been provided to you by thc Chairman. 

Question 7. If the type of work that FERC staff completed is "irrelevant," as has 
been suggested, then would it not be true that the same type of work being 
completed by NERC also is irrelevant'! 

Answer: As stated above, I do not believe that the work of our staff is "irrelevant". 
Thus, I believe that the work that is ongoing at NERC may also be useful in considering 
the reliability impacts of proposed EPA rules. 

Question 8. Please compare the analytical work done in the FERC "informal" 
study to the analytical work completed by EPA in its reliability modeling. 

a. For each component of the work done by EPA in its reliability modeling, 
where is that component reflected in the work done by FERC? And vice 
versa? 
Answer: According to an e-mail message dated May J 0, 201 J that my personal 
staff received from the Office of Electric Reliability: 

EPA's reliability anaZvsis has been limited to generation adequacy 
assessmentsjiJr 2015. The analysis only includes the expected retirement 
caused by two ()(its rulings (does not include coal residuals, green house 
or clean water). FERC Sta[(haspointed out to EPA that a reliability 
analysis should explore transmissionjlows on the grid, reactive power 
deficiencies related to closures. loss offi'equency response, black start 
capability, local area constraints. and transmission deliverability. In 
addition. we have indicated to EPA the regional transmission planners 
would be best suited to run these studies. We have suggested that EPA 
interact with the ongoing initiatives at P JM and MISO which are 
assessing the effect ()fprojected retirements on their grids. 

While I do not believe that this response comprehensively answers this question, 
this is all the information that I have at this time. 

Page 3 of7 
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b. Does this demonstrate that EPA reviewed fewer issues than FERC? If so, 
then isn't the analytical work done by EPA even less formal than the 
allegedly "informal" work completed by FERC staff? If not, please provide 
each and every reason why the EPA study is superior to the FERC 
assessment. 
Answer: Yes, and in that sense, under an assumption that FERC's work is 
"informal", then the work conducted by EPA would be equally "informal". 

Question 9. Pleasc describc the Commission's efforts on the following reliability 
issues: (1) cybersecurity; (2) standards; (3) event analysis; (4) investigations; and 
(5) penalties. Please contrast these efforts with the Commission's efforts on how 
EPA's power sector rulcs might impact reliability. 

Answer: The Commission allocates significant resources to all five of these topics, and 
all of them are critical to the reliability ofthe power grid. In contrast, despite the 
potential impact of EPA rules on the reliability of the power grid, I do not know if the 
agency will allocate more resources to that issue. 

Question 10. Does your Office of Enforcement, Division of Market Oversight, 
monitor issues that havc an impact on natural gas and electricity prices? If so, why 
not monitor impacts that EPA's regulations might have on the cost of natural gas 
and electricity? 

Answer: Yes, and I believe that as part of its efforts to monitor market issues, our 
Division of Market Oversight should monitor the impacts of EPA regulations on prices 
for natural gas and electricity. 

Question 11. During the hearing, there were several references to a reliability 
"safety valve" as a way to mitigate reliability concerns by pcrmitting a waiver or 
case-specific extension to avoid rcliability threats and potential emergencies. 

Please document all discussions FERC has had regarding such a "safcty 
valve" approach with reprcsentatives of EPA, any RTO or ISO, or state 
public service commissions. 
Answer: On or about August 10,2011, staff at P JM met with my personal staff 
on PJM's Comments and Joint Comments on EPA's Hazardous Air Pollutants 
Rule. On August 29, 2011, I met with representatives of the Midwest ISO, and 
we talked generally about EPA rules for a few minutes, and that brief discussion 
may possibly have included a mention of the "safety valve". 

b. Plcasc describe any "safcty valve" proposals considered or under 
consideration by FERC or any other federal agency that would allow utilities 

Page 4 of7 
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to operate under thc EPA power sector regulations until reliability conccrns 
have been mitigatcd. 
Answer: I believe that the "safety valve" proposal is directed to EPA and not 
FERC. 

c. Please cite any provision of any of EPA's proposed power sector 
regulations upon which a utility could rely in knowing an extension of the 
regulatory or statutory compliance period is available as a "safety valve" in 
order to ensure reliability. 
Answer: I do not know if the EPA has such a provision in its regulations, but 
perhaps an individual at the EPA would know the answer to this question. 

d. Wouldn't it be morc prudent to extend the compliance deadlines ofthe 
EPA powcr sector rules before an emergency occurs, rather than hoping that 
emergency waiver authority can stave off a reliability crisis aftcr the fact? 
Answer: Any decision about the compliance deadlines of the EPA rules would be 
within the authority of EP A and not FERC. 

Question 12. EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule was published in the Federal 
Register on May 3, 2011. The preamble ofthe proposed rule expressly provides 
that: 

"Between proposal and final, EPA will work with DOE and FERC to identify any 
opportunities offered by the authorities and policy tools at thc disposal of DOE 
and/or FERC that can be pursued to further ensure that the dual goals of 
substantially reducing the adverse public health impacts of power generation, as 
required by the CAA, while continuing to assure electric reliability is maintained" 

This statement clearly contemplates that reliability issues should be identified and 
addressed simultaneously with the rulemaking process to ensure these issues are 
resolved to the extent practicable prior to finalization of the rules. Yet, according to 
the information and answers you provided to the Committee, communications 
between FERC staff and EPA regarding the potential impacts of EPA rules on 
electric reliability ceased after May 3, 2011 and "have not been ongoing." 

a. Were you aware that EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule expl'essly calls 
upon FERC and DOE to cooperate in assuring that reliability is maintained 
and that this coordination is to occur before the rule becomes final? 
Answer: Yes. 

b. If so, how do you reconcile the fact that communications between FERC 
and EPA apparently ended on May 3, 2011, the same day as EPA's proposed 
rule was published but well before the rule will become final? 
Answer: I cannot reconcile these facts. 

Page 5 of7 
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c. If EP A and FERC are continuing to coordinate, please outline the process 
by which the Commission and EPA are doing so to further evaluate the 
reliability impacts of EP A's power sector rules. Please specify the type of 
coordination (e.g., staff level meetings, information sharing, etc.) and identify 
the specific reliability topics to be evaluated as part of your ongoing 
coordination. 
Answer: As a Commissioner at FERC, I will be interested to receive the agency's 
official answer to this question. I do not have that answer at this time. Also, I am 
currently discussing the topic of additional process with my fellow 
Commissioners at this time. Thus, I do not know what additional process will 
take place. 

d. In the absence of any additional coordination with EPA, please describe 
the process the Commission intends to undertake to evaluate the cumulative 
impacts of EPA's power sector regulations on the reliability of the electric 
grid. Please include the following information: 

i. the scope of the process; 
ii. the timeline for carrying out the process; 
iii. the participation of other agencies, entities, and officials (e.g., federal 

agencies, NERC, RTOs, state public utility commissions, industry); and 
iv. plans for updated or new reliability studies or assessments, including 

joint studies with NERC or regional and sub-regional studies overseen by 
FERC. 

Answer: As a Commissioner at FERC, I will be interested to receive the agency's 
official answer to this question. I do not have that answer at this time. Also, I am 
currently discussing the topic of additional process with my fellow 
Commissioners at this time. Thus, I do not know what additional process will 
take place. 

Question 13. FERC staff completed and presented to EPA a PowerPoint 
presentation entitled "Potential Retirement of Coal Fired Generation and its Effect 
on System Reliability (Preliminary Results)" (see attached). Slide 29 of this 
presentation is entitled "Next Steps" and details several FERC staff 
recommendations, including directing industry to "openly assess the reliability and 
adequacy impacts of retirement of at risk units." FERC staffthen identified a list of 
factors that any such assessments should consider, including frequency response, 
voltage profile and bulk power system loadings, stability, loss of load probability 
calculations, and deliverability of resources through planning studies. The slide also 
provides that FERC staffwill continue to "improve screening methodology with 
industry cooperation" and "conduct reliability studies." 

a. Please describe whether any of the identified "Next Steps" of Slide 29 have 
been completed by FERC staff or are in the process of being completed. 
Please provide any related documentation or materials. 

Page 6 of7 
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Answer: As a Commissioner at FERC, I will bc interested to receive the agency's 
official answer to this question. I do not have that answer at this time. 

b. If no "Next Steps" have been completed, please detail the decision-making 
process resulting in the conclusion that the recommendations of FERC staff 
should not be followed. 
Answer: As a Commissioner at FERC, I will be interested to receive the agency's 
official answer to this question. I do not have that answer at this time. 

Question 14. You have emphasized the importance of regional and local planning 
entities, including state public utility commissions, to ensuring reliability, 
particularly at the local level. The State of South Carolina recently petitioned 
FERC requesting the Commission to convene a joint board with state regulators to 
study the potential impacts of EP A's power sector rules on reliability. 

a. Do you believe this would be a worthwhile federal-state partnership that 
could help identify and mitigate potential reliability problems? If not, why 
not? ffyou agree such a partnership is worthwhile, do you plan to establish 
a joint board with South Carolina state regulators? With other states'! 
Answer: The South Carolina petition is currently pending before the Commission, 
and for that reason, at this time it may make sense for me to discuss this matter 
with my fellow Commissioners first. 

b. When do you plan to respond to South Carolina? 
Answer: The Chairman calls matters to a vote. I plan to vote on this matter when 
given the opportunity to vote. 

Page 7 of7 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20426 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

October 18,2011 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
House of Representatives 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-6115 

Dear Representative Whitfield: 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Subcommittee on Energy and 
Power (Subcommittee) on September 14, 201 L I also appreciate the opportunity 
to respond to your addi tiona I questions of October 4, 2011. 

Reliability compliance and environmental compliance are critical matters for the 
nation and its consumers. Under Section 215 of the Federal Power Act, the 
Commission is statutorily mandated to ensure reliable wholesale electric service is 
provided at just and reasonable rates. Reliable service of electricity is essential to 
the health, welfare and safety of the American people and necessary to serve our 
economy. 

Thus, it is not surprising that there has been much debate over how the 
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) proposed regulations may impact the 
nntioll's electric grid. As stated in my testimony before the Subcommittee, the 
regulated entities (whether the lndependent System Operator or Regional 
Transmission Organization (lSO/RTO) or local utilities) are in the best position to 
evaluate the cumulative impact of the EPA's proposed regulations on reliability 
and what needs to be done to ensure that compliance with those rules will not 
hinder the reliable operation of the transmission grid. 

The Southwest Power Pool's (SPP) letter to the EPA Administrator dated 
Septemher 20, 2011, is an example of the role the regulated entities can play in 
evaluating the impact of the rules on reliability. The SPP sent its letter in its 
capacity as a Commission-approved Regional Transmission Organization and as a 
Regional Entity. Once the regulated entities demonstrate the potential effect of the 
new rules on reliability, as done by the SPP, the result of their analyses must be 
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considered in the context ofthe EPA's proposed regulations. The record on which 
the EPA bases its regulations should consider these important facts and analyses. 
The technical conference the Commission has announccd in FERC Docket No. 
AD 12-1-000 will provide another forum for regulated entities to address issues 
that may arise in the course of compl iance with EPA regulations. 

The electric industry recognizes its obligation to comply with both environmental 
regulations and FERC-approved reliability standards and to plan their systems to 
reliably serve consumers while satisfying environmental requirements. As 
demonstrated by the SPP letter mentioned above, the regions are already analyzing 
the potential impact of the proposed environmental regulations. I do not believe 
that a generic review ofthe EPA's proposed regulations would disclose identical 
impacts on all rcgions. Planning decisions arc typically made at the local or statc 
level and their processes should playa role in compliance with the EPA '5 

proposed regulations. The regulated entity, therefore, is the appropriate entity to 

do this review. 

Regulated entities must have adequate time to plan their systems to comply with 
the rules that the EPA promulgates and the Commission-approved reliability 
standards. As the SPP discusses, inadequate time to comply with the EPA's 
proposed regulations may result in the users, owners and operators of the bulk­
electric system being compelled by their government to choose between 
compliance with envirollmentallaws or with Conunission-approved reliability 
standards, and then face a penalty from one of the agencies. Regulated entities 
should not be put in the position of having to elect which agency's penalty they 
would rather face. 

Also, I continue to support the development of a properly designed "reliability 
safety valve" mechanism. Any "reliability safety valve" mechanism that is 
adopted should be designed to permit case-specific extensions of time for 
environmental compliance by a generator that is critical to the reliahle operation of 
the grid. However, I envision any "reliahility safety valve" mechanism as a tool to 
use after regulated entities are first given adequate time to comply with the EPA's 
proposed regulations. Providing regulated entities adequate time to comply with 
the EPA's proposed regulations will enable them to plan changes to their systems 
in a way that should minimize instances in which a "reliability safety valve" 
would be needed. For example, the need for a "reliability safety valve" may be 
high if an enti ty onl y has one year to comply with the EP A 's proposed regulations, 
but such need might diminish if the entity has three or five years to comply and 
makcs changes to its systcm during those ycars to fill the void that may be left if a 
critical unit is retired. Yet, notwithstanding an adequate compliance period, there 
still may be generators that are not in compliance with an environmental 
requirement but remain critical for the reliability of the grid. Given the 

- 2 -
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importance of the reliability of the grid, we should adopt a "belt and suspenders" 
level of protection that allows for adequate compliance time and the failsafe of a 
"reliability safety valve" for critical unit~. An adequate compliance period 
coupled with a "reliability safety valve" for critical units would best ensure that 
regulated entities are not faced with a Hobson's choice that neither serves 
consumers nor results in good government. 

My answers to your specific questions are attached. I thank you for the 
opportunity to express my thoughts on these important issues. I hope the 
foregoing discussion has been responsive to your questions, and I invite any 
further questions or comments on this critical matter. 

~;J: '­Ma~ 
Commissioner 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

cc: The Honorable Bobby Rush, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Attachment 

- 3 -
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Commissioner Marc Spitzer's Responses 
To Questions of the 

Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Dated October 4, 2011 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield 

1. What are the procedures to ensure that Commissioners are informed about 
the activity of FERC staff related to how EPA's power sector rules may 
impact reliability and prices? If a Commissioner has questions for FERC 
staff, how does he or she obtain an answer? 

Ans,ver: I have regular one-on-one meetings with the Chailman and the other 
Commissioners. I also meet regularly with the directors of each of the 
Commission's program offices, including the Office of Electric Reliability. If I 
have questions regarding a certain topic, I am free to contact the office directors or 
their staff at any time. 

2. Please provide the date of when you first received a copy of the 
Commission's "informal" study analyzing the re.liability impacts of EPA's 
power sector rules. 

Answer: I believe it was in the Fall 01'2010. 

3. Do you believe the study completed by FERC staff was either "informal" 
or "irrelevant?" If so, please provide each and every reason why you consider 
FERC's study to have been "informal" and/or "irrelevant." 

Answer: J agree that the study completed by FERC staff was "infOlmal," but I 
disagree that the study was "ilTelevant." As discussed at the September 14th 
hearing, the study completed by FERC staff was "informal" because it was a 
general analysis based on broad assumptions regarding the potential scope of the 
EPA's regulations and future planlling needs. The study was not comprehensive; 
it did not address all of the numerous issues impacting power supply and/or 
electric reliability. Moreover, planning for reliability is an inherently localized, 
iterative process. Accordingly, local plarulers are in the best position to evaluate 
the cumulative impact of the EPA's proposed regulations on reliability and what 
needs to be done to ensure that compliance with those rules will not hinder the 
reliable operation of the transmission grid. Despite these limitations, however, the 
study completed by FERC staff is not "ilTelevant" in that it provides information 
regarding general power supply issues based on a certain set of assumptions (albeit 

- I -
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outdated assumptions) regarding the scope of the EPA's regulations. Although the 
study is not "irrelevant," I would concede that it is not dispositive as to the impact 
of the EPA's rules, for the reasons described above. 

4. Do you believe the Commission should "formalize" its "informal" 
assessment of how EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability and 
prices? 

Answer: I do not believe it is necessary to fonnalize the informal study completed 
by FERC staff. As stated above, transmission planning is irlherently a localized, 
iterative process. By its very nature, any formal assessment done on a national 
level would be outdated as system conditions evolve and assumptions are updated. 

5. Have you requested FERC staff to cease work on evaluating how EPA's 
power sector rules might impact reliability and cost/price issues? If not, what 
work by each FERC division is continuing or ongoing? 

Answer: I have not requested FERC staff to cease work on evaluating how EPA's 
power sector rules might impact reliability and cost/price issues. I have no further 
infonllation to add to the response provided by Chairman Wellinghoff regarding 
the continuing or ongoing work of FERC staff. 

6. Please provide any documents from the following FERC offices that discuss, 
involve, or consider EPA regulations related to prices or reliability regarding 
electricity, or to prices or reliability regarding natural gas: Office of 
Enforcement; Office of Energy Policy and Innovation; Office of Energy 
Projects; Office of Electric Reliability; Office of Energy Market Regulation; 
Office of External Affairs; Office of General Counsel; Office of the ExecutiYe 
Director; and Office of the Secretary. 

Answer: I have no documents that have not previously been provided to the 
Subcommittee. 

7. If the type of work that FERC staff completed is "irrelevant," as has been 
suggested, then would it not be true that the same type of work being 
completed by NERC also is irrelevant? 

2 -
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Answer: As stated above, I do not believe the study completed by FERC staff is 
irrelevant. I think a study perfonned by NERC would bc a useful source of 
infoollation as to electric reliability. 

8. Please compare the analytical work done in the FERC "informal" study to 
the analytical work completed by EPA in its reliability modeling. 

a. For each component ofthe work done by EPA in its reliability 
modeling, where is that component reflected in the work done by 
FERC? And vice versa? 
b. Does this demonstrate that EPA reviewed fewer issues than FERC? 
If so, then isn't the analytical work done by EPA even less formal than 
the allegedly "informal" work completed by FERC staff? If not, please 
provide each and every reason why the EPA study is superior to the 
FERC assessment. 

Answer: I have no further information to add to the response provided by 
Chairman Wellinghoff. 

9. Please describe the Commission's efforts on the following reliability issues: 
(1) cybersecurity; (2) standards; (3) event analysis; (4) investigations; and (5) 
penalties. Please contrast these efforts with the Commission's efforts on how 
EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability. 

Answer: I have no further infonnation to add to the response provided by 
Chai11l1an Wellinghoff. 

to. Does your Office of Enforcement, Division of Market Oversight, monitor 
issues that have an impact on natural gas and electdcity pdces? If so, why not 
monitor impacts that EPA's regulations might have on the cost of natural gas 
and electdcity? 

Answer: Chairman Wellinghoff has described the duties of FERC's Office of 
Enforcement, Division of Market Oversight in his response. However, I would 
add that issues regarding energy supply are complex and involve a variety of 
factors. FERC should be attentive to the impact of forces, market or otherwise, on 
wholesale power prices and rates charged to consumers. 

- 3 -
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11. During the hearing, there were several references to a reliability "safety 
valve" as a way to mitigate reliability concems by permitting a waiver or 
case-specific extension to avoid reliability threats and potential emergencies. 

a. Please document all discussions FERC has had regarding such a 
"safety valve" approach with representatives of EPA, any RTO or ISO, 
or state public service commissions. 
b. Please describe any "safety valve" proposals considered or under 
consideration by FERC or any other federal agency that would allow 
utilities to operate under the EPA power sector regulations until 
reliability concerns have been mitigated. 
c. Please cite any provision of any of EP A 's proposed power sector 
regulations upon which a utility could rely in knowing an extension of 
the regulatory or statutory compliance period is available as a "safety 
valve" in order to ensure reliability. 
d. Wouldn't it be more prudent to extend the compliance deadlines of 
the EPA power sector rules before an emergency occurs, rather than 
hoping that emergency waiver authority can stave off a reliability crisis 
after the fact? 

Answq: I have no further documentation with regard to the response provided by 
Chaim1an Wellinghoff. Any decision regarding compliance deadlines is within 
the authority of EI' A and not FERC. However, I would advocate for use of a 
properly designed "reliability safety valve" mechanism. Any "reliability safety 
valve" mechanism that is adopted should be designed to permit case-specific 
extensions of time for environmental compliance hy a generator that is critical to 
the reliable operation of the grid. I envision any "reliability safety valve" 
mechanism as a tool to use after regulated entities are first given adequate time to 
comply with the EPA's proposed regulations. Providing regulated entities 
adequate time to comply with the EPA's proposed regulations will enable them to 
plan changes to their systems in a way that should minimize instances in which a 
"reliability safety valve" would be needed. For example, the need for a "reliability 
safety valve" may be high if an entity only has one year to comply with the EPA's 
proposed regulations, but such need might diminish if the entity has tlu'ee or five 
years to comply and makes changes to its system during those years to till the void 
that may he left if a critical unit is retired. Yet, notwithstanding an adequate 
compliance period, there still may be generators that are not in compliance with an 
environmental requirement but remain critical for the reliability of the grid. Given 
the importance of the reliability of the grid, we should adopt a "belt and 
suspenders" level of protection that allows for adequate compliance time and the 
failsafe of a "reliability safety valve" for critical units. An adequate compliance 
period coupled with a "reliability safety valve" for critical units would best ensure 

- 4 -
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that regulated entities are not faced with a Hobson's choice that neither serves 
consumers nor results in good govemment. 

12. EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule was published in the Federal Register 
on May 3, 2011. The preamble of the proposed rule expressly provides that: 

"Between proposal and final, EPA will work with DOE and FERC to 
identify any opportunities offered by the authorities and policy tools at 
the disposal of DOE and/or FERC that can be pursued to further 
ensure that the dual goals of substantially reducing the adverse public 
health impacts of power gencration, as required by the CAA, while 
continuing to assure electric reliability is maintained. " 

This statement clearly contemplates that !'eliability issues should be identified 
and addressed simultaneously with the rulemaking process to ensure these 
issues are resolved to the extent practicable prior to finalization of the rules. 
Yet, according to the information and answers provided to the Committee by 
FERC, communications between FERC staff and EPA regarding the 
potential impacts of EPA rules on electric reliability ceased after May 3,2011 
and "have not bcen ongoing." 

a. Were you aware that EPA's proposcd Utility MACT Rule expressly 
calls upon FERC and DOE to cooperate in assuring that reliability is 
maintained and that this coordination is to occur beforc the rule 
becomes final? 
b. If so, how do you reconcile the fact that communications between 
FERC and EPA apparently ended on May 3, 2011, the same day as 
EPA's proposed rule was published but well befOl'e the rule will 
become final? 
c. If EPA and FERC are continuing to coordinate, please outline the 
process by which the Commission and EPA are doing so to further 
evaluate the reliability impacts of EPA's power sector rules. Please 
specify the type of coordination (e.g., staff level meetings, information 
sharing, etc.) and identify thc specific reliability topics to be evaluated 
as part of this ongoing coordination. 
d. In the absence of any additional coordination with EPA, please 
describe the process the Commission intends to undertake to evaluate 
the cumulative impacts of EPA's power sector regulations on the 
reliability of the electric grid. Please include thc following information: 

i. the scope of the process; 
ii. the time line for carrying out the process; 

- 5 -
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iii. the participation of other agencies, entities, and officials (e.g., 
federal agencies, NERC, RTOs, state public utility commissions, 
industry); and 
iv. plans for updated or new reliability studies or assessments, 
including joint studies with NERC or regional and sub-regional 
studies overseen by FERC. 

Answer: I have no further information to add to the response provided by 
Chairman Wellinghoff. Once the regulated entities demonstrate the potential 
effect of the new rules on reliahility, the result of their analyses should be 
considered in the context of the EPA's proposed regulations. The record on which 
the EPA bases its regulations should consider these important facts and analyses. 
The technical conference the Commission has announced in FERC Docket No. 
AD 12-1-000 will provide another fonlln for regulated entities to address issues 
that may arise in the course of compliance with EPA regulations. 

13. FERC staff completed and presented to EPA a PowerPoint presentation 
entitled "Potential Retirement of Coal Fired Generation and its Effect on 
System Reliability (Preliminary Results)" (see attached). Slide 29 of this 
presentation is entitled "Next Steps" and details several FERC staff 
recommendations, including directing industry to "openly assess the 
reliability and adequacy impacts of retirement of at risk units." FERC staff 
then identil1ed a list of factors that any such assessments should consider, 
including frequency response, voltage profile and bulk power system loadings, 
stability, loss of load probability calculations, and deliverability of resources 
through planning studies. The slide also provides that FERC staff will 
continue to "improve screening methodology with industry cooperation" and 
"conduct reliability studies." 

a. Please describe whether any of the identified "Next Steps" of Slide 
29 have been completed by FERC staff or are in the process of being 
completed. Please provide any related documentation or materials. 
b. If no "Next Steps" have been completed, please detail the decision­
making process resulting in the conclusion that the recommendations 
of FERC staff should not be followed. 

Answer: I have no further information to add to the response provided by 
Chairman Wellinghoff. 

14. All the Commissioners have emphasized the importance of regional and 
local planning entities, including state public utility commissions, to ensuring 
reliability, particularly at the locallevcl. The State of South Carolina recently 

- 6-
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petitioned FERC requesting the Commission to convene a joint board with 
state regulators to study the potential impacts of EPA's power sector rules on 
reliability. 

a. Do you believe this would be a worthwhile federal-state partnership 
that c.ould help identify and mitigate potential reliability problems? If 
not, why not'? If you agree such a partnership is worthwhile, do you 
believe FERC should establish a joint board with South Carolina state 
regulators? With other states? 

Answer: FERC should issue a notice on the petition filed by the Public Service 
Commission of South Carol ina and South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff to 
solicit public filings on the issues raised in the petition. Without prejudging how 
the Commission would ultimately rule on the issues raised in the petition, the 
issues are important not only for South Carolina hut also for a number of other 
states as well. I note that the Mississippi Puhlic Service Conunission, the South 
Dakota Puhlic Utilities Commission, the Puhlic Service Commission of West 
Virginia, and the North Carolina Utilities Commission have filed responses to the 
petition with FERe. Any action the FERC may take on the petition should he 
infom1ed hy puhlic filings. 

- 7 -
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMM ISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20426 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U,S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Whitfield: 

October 18, 2011 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Subcommittee on Energy and 
Power on September 14,2011. Enclosed, please find my responses to the 
Additional Questions for the Record of October 4, 2011, Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any further questions or would like to discuss these 
responses. 
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Responses of Commissioner John R. Norris to Additional Questions for the Record from 
the Honorable Ed Whitfield 

1. What are the procedures to ensure that Commissioners are informed about the activity 
of FERC staff related to how EPA's power sedor rules may impact reliability and 
prices? If a Commissioner has questions for FERC staff, how does he or she obtain an 
answer? 

Answer: I have regular meetings with senior staff during which I am informed of significant 
upcoming issues. Aside from these regular meetings, Commission staff is always available to 
discuss important issues and provide needed information. 

2. Please provide the date of when you first received a copy of the Commission's 
"informal" study analyzing the reliability impacts of EPA's power sector rules. 

Answer: I received a briefing from Commission staff on its study in October 2010. I received 
Commission staffs entire analysis on May 27, 2011. 

3. Do you believe the study completed by FERC staff was either "informal" or 
"irrelevant?" If so, please provide each and every reason why you consider FERC's 
study to have been "informal" and/or "irrelevant." 

Answer: I believe that the study completed by FERC staff was informal, as it was not part of any 
formal Commission process and did not involve or relate to any formal action by the 
Commission. However, I do not believe the study is irrelevant. The study provided a projection 
of the amount of capacity that could retire in response to new EPA air and water quality 
regulations, based on assumptions regarding the requirements EPA might propose or adopt. 
While tbe study provided a useful data point for consideration at the time it was produced, many 
of the assumptions it relied on have since become out,dated as EPA's regulatory process has 
moved forward. 

4. Do you believe the Commission should "formalize" its "informal" assessment of how 
EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability and prices? 

Answer: No, [ do not believe it is necessary for the Commission to formalize its assessment of 
how EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability and prices. Numerous studies by multiple 
entities have and continue to perform such analyses. Therefore, I do not believe an additional 
Commission-conducted macro-level analysis would be particularly probative. 

5. Have you requested FERC staff to cease work on evaluating how EPA's power sector 
rules might impact reliability and cost/price issues? If not, what work by each FERC 
division is continuing or ongoing? 

Answer: No, [have not requested that FERC staff cease work on evaluating how EPA's power 
sector rules might impact reliability and cost/price issues. However, FERC staff work under the 



511 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00517 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
43

7

direction of the Chairman. As such, any questions regarding the work of FERC staff are 
appropriately referred to the Chairman. 

6. Please provide any documents from the following FERC offices that discuss, involve, or 
consider EPA regulations related to prices or reliability regarding electricity, or to 
prices or reliability regarding natural gas: Office of Enforcement; Office of Energy 
Policy and Innovation; Office of Energy Projects; Office of Electric Reliability; Office 
of Energy Market Regulation; Office of External Affairs; Office of General Counsel; 
Office of the Executive Director; and Office of the Secretary. 

Answer: My understanding is that all documents requested have previously bcen provided. 

7. If the type of work that FERC staff completed is "irrelevant," as has been suggested, 
then would it not be true that the same type of work being completed by NERC also is 
irrelevant? 

Answer: As I stated in response to question 3, I do not believe the informal analysis FERC staff 
conducted in October 2010 is irrelevant. For the same reasons, I do not believe that similar work 
conducted by NERC has been or will be irrelevant. This work will provide updated data to help 
inform how we go forward, using a variety of available tools, to address any local or regional 
reliability issues that may arise as the industry achieves compliance with new EPA regulations. 

8. Please compare the analytical work done in the FERC "informal" study to the 
analytical work completed by EP A in its reliability modeling. 

a. For each component of the work done by EPA in its reliability modeling, where 
is that component reflected in the work done by FERC? And vice versa? 

b. Does this demonstrate that EPA reviewed fewer issues than FERC? If so, then 
isn't the analytical work done by EPA even less formal than the allegedly 
"informal" work completed by FERC staff? If not, please provide each and 
every reason why the EPA study is superior to the FERC assessment. 

Answer: I am not aware of any analysis that has been done to compare the FERC analysis to the 
work EPA completed in its reliability modeling. A study of this magnitude would have to be 
conducted by FERC staff, who work at the direction of the Chairman. I do not have the 
necessary resources to complete this level of detailed analysis. 

9. Please describe the Commission's efforts on the following reliability issues: (1) 
cybersecurity; (2) standards; (3) event analysis; (4) investigations; and (5) penalties. 
Please contrast these efforts with the Commission's efforts on how EPA's power sector 
rules might impact reliability. 

Answer: Each of these efforts relate directly to FERC's primary responsibility, under section 
215 of the Federal Power Act, to establish mandatory and enforceable reliability standards for 
the bulk power system. 16 U.S.C. § 8240. Under the paradigm established by Congress in 

2 
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section 215, those standards are developed by the Electric Reliability Organization, which has 
established processes for developing the standards through industry stakeholder groups. FERC 
does not write the standards itself, but instead either approves the standards as "just, reasonable, 
not unduly discriminatory, and in the public interest," or remands the standards to the Electric 
Reliability Organization for further consideration if it cannot make such a finding. See 16 
U.S.c. §§ 8240(d)(2) and (d)(4). FERC may order the Electric Reliability Organization to 
develop and submit a new or modified standard to address a specific reliability matter, but cannot 
write a standard itself to address that matter. 16 U.S.c. § 8240(d)(5). In addition, under section 
215, both the Electric Reliability Organization and FERC have the authority to impose a penalty 
on a user, owner or operator of the bulk power system if, after notice and an opportunity for a 
hearing, it finds that the entity has violated a Commission-approved reliability standard. See 16 
U.S.c. § 8240(e). 

Unlike our FPA section 215 authority, FERC does not have a statutory mandate to oversee EPA 
regulations, or to direct modifications or enforce compliance with those regulations. This is not 
to suggest, however, that it is not important for the Commission to monitor EPA regulatory 
efforts and provide input to EPA when requested, as Commission staff has done. These less 
formal efforts (which the Commission and its staff undertake in many areas) are prudent steps to 
ensure that the Commission is well informed of issues impacting the industries we regulate. 
These efforts are also important to help the Commission monitor whether the tools and 
authorities within our jurisdiction that can be utilized to manage the implementation of the rules 
are effective, or whether changes are needed to ensure that compliance with EPA's rules is 
achieved in the most efficient way possible. 

10. Does your Office of Enforcement, Division of Market Oversight, monitor issues that 
have an impact on natural gas and electricity prices? If so, why not monitor impacts 
that EPA's regulations might have on the cost of natural gas and electricity? 

Answer: The Division of Energy Market Oversight does monitor issues that have an impact on 
natural gas and electricity prices. I see no reason why the Division of Energy Market Oversight 
should not monitor the broad market impacts that EPA's regulations might have on the cost of 
natural gas and electricity. 

11. During the hearing, there were several references to a reliability "safety valve" as a 
way to mitigate reliability concerns by permitting a waiver or case-specific extension to 
avoid reliability tbreats and potential emergencies. 

a. Please document all discussions FERC has bad regarding such a "safety valve" 
approach witb representatives of EPA, any RTO or ISO, or state public service 
commissions. 

Answer: While I have not personally had any such discussions, my staff attended an August 10, 
2011 briefing held by PJM staff that described PJM's comments (and similar comments filed 
jointly by several RTOs) on EPA's proposed hazardous air pollutants rule. In those comments, 
PJM and the other RTOs (Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Midwest Independent 
Transmission System Operator, Inc., New York Independent System Operator, and Southwest 

3 
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Power Pool) propose a "safety valve" to address any local reliability issues that may arise under 
a final hazardous air pollutants rule. 

b. Please describe any "safety valve" proposals considered or under consideration 
by FERC or any other federal agency that would allow utilities to operate under 
the EPA power sector regulations until reliahility concerns have heen mitigated. 

Answer: I am not aware of any "safety valve" proposals before FERC. As noted in response to 
question II.a, however, I am aware that several of the RTO/ISOs have submitted a proposal to 
EPA that would provide for additional, targeted compliance flexibility in a situation where the 
RTO/ISO determines that a specific generating unit seeking to retire is needed for reliability, and 
where additional time is needed to implement measures that would mitigate reliability concerns 
before allowing the unit to retire. 

c. Please cite any provision of any of EPA's proposed power sector regulations 
upon which a utility could rely in knowing an extension of the regulatory or 
statutory compliance period is available as a "safety valve" in order to ensure 
reliability. 

Answer: Because the proposed and final regulations were developed by EPA, that agency is in 
the best position to answer this question. However, it is my understanding that EPA's proposed 
rules and the Clean Air Act allow for some compliance flexibility where necessary. For 
example, my understanding is that while EPA's proposed MACT rule requires all existing 
utilities to come into compliance by 2015, EPA provides for a one-year extension for sources 
which will be considered on a case-by-case basis. In addition, it is my understanding that the 
transport rule (CSAPR) is implemented over an extended period of time, with the first phase of 
compliance for annual NOx and S02 requirements beginning on January 1,2012, the ozone­
season NOx requirements beginning on May I, 2012, and the second phase of S02 reduction 
requirements beginning on January 1,2014. 

d. Wouldn't it be more prudent to extend the compliance deadlines of the EPA 
power sector rules before an emergency occurs, rather than hoping that 
emergency waiver authority can stave off a reliability crisis after the fact? 

Answer: FERC does not have authority to administer the Clean Air Act. As a result, I am not in 
a position to make a judgment regarding the possible extension of compliance deadlines. 

12. EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule was published in the Federal Register on May 3, 
2011. The preamble of the proposed rule expressly provides that: 

"Between proposal and final, EPA will work with DOE and FERC to 
identify any opportunities offered by the authorities and policy tools at 
the disposal of DOE and/or FERC that can be pursued to further ensure 
that the dual goals ofsubstantially reducing the adverse public health 
impacts of power generation, as required by the CAA, while continuing to 
assure electric reliability is maintained." 
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This statement clearly contemplates that reliability issues should be identified and 
addressed simultaneously with the rulemaking process to ensure these issues are 
resolved to the extent practicable prior to finalization of the rules. Yet, according to the 
information and answers provided to the Committee by FERC, communications 
between FERC staff and EPA regarding the potential impacts of EPA rules on electric 
reliability ceased after May 3, 2011 and "have not been ongoing." 

a. Were you aware that EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule expressly calls upon 
FERC and DOE to cooperate in assuring that reliability is maintained and that 
this coordination is to occur before the rule becomes final? 

Answer: My understanding is that Commission staff. under the direction of the Chainnan, 
periodically met with EPA to discuss the reliability implications ofthe EPA rules and identify 
authorities and policy tools regarding electric reliability. Over the past year, I also met with EPA 
Assistant Administrator Gina McCarthy to discuss the status and content of the proposed EPA 
rules. I am ready and willing to cooperate with EPA in any way needed as it finalizes its 
proposed rules and as EPA and the industry work to achieve compliance with those rules. 

b. If so, how do you reconcile the fact that communications between FERC and 
EPA apparently ended on May 3, 2011, the same day as EPA's proposed rule 
was published but well before the rule will become final? 

Answer: Given that Commission staff work at the direction of the Chairman. I defer to his 
response. 

c. If EPA and FERC are continuing to coordinate, please outline the process by 
which the Commission and EPA are doing so to further evaluate the reliability 
impacts of EPA's power sector rules. Please specify the type of coordination (e.g., 
staff level meetings, information sharing, etc.) and identify the specific reliability 
topics to be evaluated as part of this ongoing coordination. 

Answer: Given that Commission staff work at the direction of the Chairman, I defer to his 
response. 

d. In the absence of any additional coordination with EPA, please describe the 
process the Commission intends to undertake to evaluate the cumulative impacts 
of EPA's power sector regulations on the reliability ofthe electric grid. Please 
include the following information: 

i. the scope of the process; 
ii. the time line for carrying out the process; 
iii. the participation of other agencies, entities, and officials (e.g., federal 

agencies, NERC, RTOs, state public utility commissions, industry); and 

5 
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iv. plans for updated or new reliability studies or assessments, including 
joint studies with NERC or regional and sub-regional studies overseen by 
FERC. 

Answer: 1 do not believe an additional macro-level analysis regarding EPA's proposed 
regulations would be particularly probative. Based on the available information reviewed to 
date. it appears that any reliability concerns that emerge will largely be local and related to 
specific generator retirements, which cannot be identified until the EPA rules are finalized and 
utilities and other generation owners are able to make their own assessments of the continued 
economic viability of their assets. Once the EPA rules are final and generation owners have the 
opportunity to make their own business decisions as to whether to continue to operate, any 
potential local reliability concerns can be adequately studied and addressed using the tools 
available to industry and regulators. Additionally, the Commission recently announced a 
technical conference to discuss policy issues related to the reliability of the bulk-power system. 
The technical conference will also discuss processes used by planning authorities and other 
entities to identify reliability concerns that may arise in the course of compliance with EPA 
regulations, and the tools and processes (including taritfs and market rules) available to address 
any identified reliability concerns. Finally, I note that NERC is in the process of updating its 
annual long-term reliability assessment, which may provide additional helpfil! information 
regarding the potential impact of EPA regulations. 

13. FERC staff completed and presented to EPA a PowerPoint presentation entitled 
"Potential Retirement of Coal Fired Generation and its Effect on System Reliability 
(Preliminary Results)" (see attached). Slide 29 of this presentation is entitled "Next 
Steps" and details several FERC staff recommendations, including directing industry to 
"openly assess the reliability and adequacy impacts of retirement of at risk units." 
FERC staff then identified a Jist of factors that any such assessments should consider, 
including frequency response, voltage profile and bulk power system loadings, stability, 
loss of load probability calculations, and deliverability of resources through planning 
studies. The slide also provides that FERC staff will continue to "improve screening 
methodology with industry cooperation" and "conduct reliability studies." 

a. Please describe whether any of the identified "Next Steps" of Slide 29 have been 
completed by FERC staff or are in the process of being completed. Please 
provide any related documentation or materials. 

b. If no "Next Steps" have been completed, please detail the decision-making 
process resulting in tbe conclusion that the recommendations of FERC staff 
should not be followed. 

Answer: FERC statfworks at the direction of the Chairman, and I do not have personal 
knowledge of the next steps FERC staff has taken or is in the process of taking. 

14. All the Commissioners have emphasized the importance of regional and local planning 
entities, including state public utility commissions, to ensuring reliability, particularly 
at the local level. The State of Soutb Carolina recently petitioned FERC requesting the 

6 
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Commission to convene a joint board with state regulators to study the potential 
impacts of EPA's power sector rules on reliability. 

a. Do you believe this would be a worthwhile federal-state partnership that could 
help identify and mitigate potential reliability problems? If not, why not? If you 
agree such a partnership is worthwhile, do you believe FERC should establish a 
joint board with South Carolina state regulators? With other states? 

Answer: Because the petition from the State of South Carolina is currently pending before the 
Commission, it would be inappropriate for me to comment on its merits at this time. 

7 
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The Honorable Ed Whitfield, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
House of Representatives 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-61115 

Dear Representative Whitfield: 

October 18, 2011 

Thank you for your October 4, 2011 letter which contained additional questions 
for the hearing record on "The American Energy Initiative." Please find enclosed 
my responses to your questions. I want to thank you again for the opportunity to 
appear before the Subcommittee on Energy and Power on September 14, 2011 to 
discuss the potential impacts of the Enviromnental Protection Agency's 
regulations on electric reliability. 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl A. LaFleur 

cc: The Honorable Bobby Rush, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy and Power 

Attachment 



518 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00524 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
44

4

The Honorable Ed Whitfield 

1. What are the procedures to ensure that Commissioners are informed about 
the activity ofFERC staff related to how EPA's power sector rules may 
impact reliability and prices? If a Commissioner has questions for FERC 
staff, how does he or she obtain an answer? 

Answer: To the extcnt that FERC staff is working on this (or any other) issue, 
they are always available to brief me and my staff upon request. In addition, I 
meet regularly with the directors of each of the Commission's program offices. 

2. Please provide the date of when you first received a copy of the 
Commission's "informal" study analyzing the reliability impacts of EPA's 
power sector rules. 

Answer: I believe that I was briefed on the study in late 2010. 

3. Do you believe the study completed by FERC staff was either "informal" 
or "irrelevant?" If so, please provide each and every reason why you consider 
FERC's study to have been "informal" and/or "irrelevant." 

Answer: As I noted in my previous testimony before this committee, I believe that 
there are two shortcomings associated with the FERC study. First, because the 
EPA regulations are not expected to affect our resource adequacy as a nation, any 
resulting reliability issues will likely surface on a relatively local basis and be tied 
to the retirementiretrofit decisions of individual units. Such decisions will 
ultimately depend on information that is unique to each unit and that "global" 
studies (like the FERC study) are unable to capture. Second, it is my 
undcrstanding that the FERC study was perfom1ed based upon conscrvative 
assumptions regarding the ultimate content of the EPA rules, including in 
particular those with respect to cooling water, and that thosc assumptions have 
proven to be inaccurate in some respects. 

4. Do you believe the Commission should "formalize" its "informal" 
assessment of how EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability and 
prices? 

Answer: As I have indicated previously, I do not believe that another "global" 
study would be as useful as regional and local analyses of specific reliability 
issues. I think that it will be important to ensure that planning authorities have the 
ability to address thcse concerns as they arise. Consistent with that approach, the 
Commission is planning to hold a reliability conference on November 29-30 that 
will include presentations on and a discussion of the tools and processes (including 

2 
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tariffs and market rules) available to address any identified reliability concerns 
from the EPA regulations. 

5. Have you requested FERC staff to cease work on evaluating how EPA's 
power sector rules might impact reliability and cost/price issues? If not, what 
work by each FERC division is continuing or ongoing? 

Answer: As this question relates to the actions ofFERC staff: I defer to the 
answer provided by Chairman WellinghofT. 

6. Please provide any documents from the following FERC offices that 
discuss, involve, or consider EPA regulations related to prices or reliability 
regarding electricity, or to prices or reliability regarding natural gas: Office 
of Enforcement; Office of Energy Policy and Innovation; Office of Energy 
Projects; Office of Electric Reliability; Office of Energy Market Regulation; 
Office of External Affairs; Office of General Counsel; Office of the Executive 
Director; and Office of the Secretary. 

Answer: As this question relates to the actions ofFERC staff, I defer to the 
answer provided by Chairman Wellinghoff. My ofTIee has previously provided all 
relevant documents in our possession. 

7. If the type of work that FERC staff completed is "irrelevant," as has been 
suggested, then would it not be true that the same type of work being 
completed by NERC also is irrelevant? 

Answer: See answer 3 above. I understand that NERC's revised study will be 
completed in November 2011. 

8. Please compare the analytical work done in the FERC "informal" study to 
the analytical work completed by EPA in its reliability modeling. 

a. For each component of the work done by EPA in its reliability modeling, 
where is that component reflected in the work done by FERC? And vice 
versa? 

Answer: I am not aware of any detailed comparison of the two studies. 

b. Does this demonstrate that EPA reviewed fewer issues than FERC? If so, 
then isn't the analytical work done by EPA even less formal than the allegedly 
"informal" work completed by FERC staff? If not, please provide each and 
every reason why the EPA study is superior to the FERC assessment. 

3 
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Answer: See answer to 8.a above. 

9. Please describe the Commission's efforts on the following reliability issues: 
(1) cybersecurity; (2) standards; (3) event analysis; (4) investigations; and (5) 
penalties. Please contrast these efforts with the Commission's efforts on how 
EPA's power sector rules might impact reliability. 

Answer: As noted in the answer of Chairman Wellinghoff, the Commission has 
specific statutory authority to enact reliability standards and to enforce those 
standards as to retrospective violations through investigations and the imposition 
of penalties. Such standards may encompass cyber security. The Commission 
oversees event analyses that are conducted by NERC f(x specific reliability events. 
Such events may also prompt FERC reliability investigations. EPA's power sector 
rules have potential prospective impacts that are best addressed in the reliability 
planning activities of the planning authorities that are required and informed by 
FERC's reliability rules and Orders 890 and 1000. 

10. Does your Office of Enforcement, Division of Market Oversight, monitor 
issues that have an impact on natural gas and electricity prices? If so, why not 
monitor impacts that EPA's regulations might have on the cost of natural gas 
and electricity? 

Answer: As noted in the answer of Chairman Wellinghoff~ the Division of Energy 
Market Oversight (DEMO) performs market oversight in an effort to detect fraud 
and market manipulation and to examine market conditions in the wholesale 
natural gas and electric power markets, as well as related energy and financial 
markets. To the extent that this question relates to the actions of FERC staff, I 
defer to the answer provided by Chairman Wellinghoff. 

11. During the hearing, there were several references to a reliability "safety 
valve" as a way to mitigate reliability concerns by permitting a waiver or 
case-specific extension to avoid reliability threats and potential emergencies. 

a. Please document all discussions FERC has had regarding such a "safety 
valve" approach with representatives of EPA, any RTO or ISO, or state 
public service commissions. 

Answer: Neither I nor my staff have had any discussions with these groups 
concerning the "safety valvc" approach. With respect to any discussions involving 
FERC Staff: I defer to the answer of Chairman WellinghofT. 

b. Please describe any "safety valve" proposals considered or under 
consideration by FERC or any other federal agency that would allow utilities 

4 
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to operate under the EPA power sector regulations until reliability concerns 
have been mitigated. 

Answer: I am aware of the August 4,2011 proposal tiled jointly by ERCOT, 
MISO, NYISO, P JM, and SPP to the EPA requesting the incorporation of a 
"reliability safety valve." The purpose of this safety valve proposal is to extend 
the time for compliance until alternative resources are in place to address the 
reliability issue created by the shutdown of a "reliability critical unit." On October 
14, 2011, the same parties filed an update with the EPA that included specific rule 
language on how such a "safety valve" may be incorporated. 

I recei ved copies of these proposals, but they were actually filings with EPA, not 
with FERC. 

c. Please cite any provision of any of EPA's proposed power sector 
regulations upon which a utility could rely in knowing an extension of the 
regulatory or statutory compliance period is available as a "safety valve" in 
order to ensure reliability. 

Answer: I am not aware of such a specific provision in EPA's regulations. See 
answer to 11.b above. This is the type of issue that I expect may be addressed in 
FERC's reliability conference on November 29-30. 

d. Wouldn't it be more prudent to extend the compliance deadlines of the 
EPA powcr sector rules before an emergency occurs, rather than hoping that 
emergency waiver authority can stave off a reliability crisis after the fact? 

Answer: An extension for EPA compliance is within the jurisdiction of EP A, not 
FERC. As I explained in my testimony, I do believe that reliability issues that 
might be presented by the retirement decision of a specific unit should be 
addressed before the unit retires. 

12. EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule was published in the Federal Register 
on May 3, 2011. The preamble of the proposed rule expressly provides that: 

"Between proposal and final, EPA will work with DOE and FERC to 
identify any opportunities offered by the authorities and policy tools at 
the disposal of DOE and/or FERC that can be pursued to further 
ensure that the dual goals of substantially reducing the adverse public 
health impacts of power generation, as required by the CAA, while 
continuing to assure electric reliability is maintained. " 

5 
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This statement clearly contemplates that reliability issues should be identified 
and addressed simultaneously with the rulemaking process to ensure these 
issues are resolved to the extent practicable prior to finalization of the rules. 
Yet, according to the information and answers provided to the Committee by 
FERC, communications between FERC staff and EPA regarding the 
potential impacts of EPA rules on electric reliability ceased after May 3, 2011 
and "have not been ongoing." 

a. Were you aware that EPA's proposed Utility MACT Rule expressly calls 
upon FERC and DOE to cooperate in assuring that reliability is maintained 
and that this coordination is to occur before the rule becomes final? 

Answer: I was not aware of this specific provision in the preamble. Coordination 
between FERC and the EPA has been described in the documents previously 
submitted to the Committee. 

b. If so, how do you reconcile the fact that communications between FERC 
and EPA apparently ended on May 3, 2011, the same day as EPA's proposed 
rule was published but well before the rule will become final? 

Answer: See my answer to 12.a above. 

c. If EPA and FERC are continuing to coordinate, please outline the process 
by which the Commission and EPA are doing so to further evaluate the 
reliability impacts of EPA's power sector rules. Please specify the type of 
coordination (e.g., staff level meetings, information sharing, etc.) and identify 
the specific reliability topics to be evaluated as part of this ongoing 
coordination. 

Answer: Neither I nor my staff are currently engaged in discussions with the 
EP 1\. I do understand that the EPA is aware of and may participate in PERC's 
technical conference on November 29-30,2011. 

d. In the absence of any additional coordination with EPA, please describe the 
process the Commission intends to undertake to evaluate the cumulative 
impacts of EPA's power sector regulations on the reliability of the electric 
grid. Please include the following information: 

i. the scope of the process; 

ii. the timeline for carrying out the process; 

6 
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iii. the participation of other agencies, entities, and officials (e.g., 
federal agencies, NERC, RTOs, state public utility commissions, 
industry); and 

iv. plans for updated or new reliability studies or assessments, 
including joint studies with NERC or regional and sub-regional 
studies overseen by FERC. 

Answer: As noted previously, FERC has scheduled a reliability conference on 
November 29-30 which will include presentations on and a discussion of the tools 
and processes (including tariffs and market rules) available to address any 
identified reliability concerns from the EPA regulations. 

13. FERC staff completed and presented to EPA a Power Point presentation 
entitled "Potential Retirement of Coal Fired Generation and its Effect on 
System Reliability (Preliminary Results)" (see attached). Slide 29 of this 
presentation is entitled "Next Steps" and details several FERC staff 
recommendations, including directing industry to "openly assess the 
reliability and adequacy impacts of retirement of at risk units." FERC staff 
then identified a list of factors that any such assessments should consider, 
including frequency response, voltage profile and bulk power system 
loadings, stability, loss of load probability calculations, and deliverability of 
resources through planning studies. The slide also provides that FERC staff 
will continue to "improve screening methodology with industry cooperation" 
and "conduct reliability studies." 

a. Please describe whether any of the identified "Next Steps" of Slide 29 have 
been completed by FERC staff or are in the process of being completed. 
Please provide any related documentation or materials. 

Answer: As this question relates to the actions of FERC staff, I defer to the 
answer provided by Chairman Wellinghoff 

b. If no "Next Steps" have been completed, please detail the decision-making 
process reSUlting in the conclusion that the recommendations of 'FERC staff 
should not be followed. 

Answer: As this question relates to the actions ofFERC staff, I defer to the 
answer provided by Chairman Wellinghoff 

14. All the Commissioners have emphasized the importance of regional and 
local planning entities, including state public utility commissions, to ensuring 
reliability, particularly at the local level. The State of South Carolina recently 

7 
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petitioned FERC requesting the Commission to convene a joint board with 
state regulators to study the potential impacts of EPA's power sector rules on 
reliability. 

a. Do you believe this would be a worthwhile federal-state partnership that 
could help identify and mitigate potential reliability problems? If not, why 
not? If you agree such a partnership is worthwhile, do you believe FERC 
should establish a joint board with South Carolina state regulators? With 
other states? 

Answer: I believe that state, regional and federal authorities will need to 
communicate to ensure that any specific reliability issues are identified and that 
the tools and processes are in place to respond. However, because the South 
Carolina petition for a joint board is currently pending before the Commission, I 
am unable to comment on it. 

8 



525 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:38 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00531 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\112-08~2\112-83~1 WAYNE 75
77

2.
45

1

ANALYSIS GROUP 

Congressman Ed Whitfield 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Energy and Commerce Committee 
U.s. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-6115 

Dear Chairman Whitfield: 

October 17, 2011 

Thank you very much for the invitation to testify before the Subcommittee on Energy and 
Power on September 14, 2011, at the hearing on "The American Energy Initiative." 

I am writing to follow up on post-hearing questions posed by the Honorable Pete Olson in your 
letter dated October 4, 2011. My responses to each of his questions are on the following page. 

BOSTON CHiCA.GO 

Sincerely, 

Susan F. Tierney, PhD. 
Managing Principal 
Analysis Group 

DE-NyU; LOS t\NG~lES ~;'E~LO PARK MONTREAL NEW YORK Sr\N FRANClSCO WASH!NGTON 
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Tierney response to Hearing Question from Congressman Olson 
October 17, 2011 

From Congressman Pete Olson: 
In your testimony, you stated that "Congress has already provided the tools need to 

ensure that implementation of regulations designed to protect public health do not end us in a 
clash with other critical objectives, such as reliable electricity supply." .... "The Federal Power 
Act (Section 202(c)) gives the U.S. DOE the authority to override Clean Air Act control 
requirements in limited emergency circumstances where there is a finding that an electric 
emergency exists." .... 

I am concerned that this tool may be flawed in such a manner that its effectiveness is 
questionable. My understanding of the law is that if DOE issues an emergency order for an 
electricity generator to run, and compliance with the order would cause the generator to violate 
an established environmental permit limit, neither DOE nor EPA has authority to grant a 
waiver or immunity for such violation to the generator. Obviously, this circumstance could 
leave an electricity generator in a difficult position, having to choose between compliance with 
one federal mandate over another. My concern is that it jeopardizes electric reliability. 
1. Can you explain your understanding of how Federal Power Act Section 202(c) authority 

interacts with consequent violations of federal, state or locally-established environmental 
limits? 

a. Is it your understanding that Section 202(c) gives DOE the authority to direct an 
electricity generator to violate Clean Air Act control requirements without exposing 
the generator to risks of civil, state or federal penalties or sanctions? 

2. If DOE orders a generating unit to operate under Section 202(c), and doing so would result 
in the unit exceeding an environmental permit limit, or violating an environmental law or 
regulation, could DOE indemnify the unit operator from any and all environmental agency 
action or private citizen lawsuit liability? 

3. I am concerned that an electricity generator might legally refuse to follow a DOE order to 
operate under section 202(c) by claiming that doing so would require it to violate another 
federal statute. Can you address this concern? 

Tierney response to all three parts of Congressman Olson's questions: 
As posed, these questions appear to be asking me for a legal opinion. Because I am not 

an attorney, I would not be able to provide you with such. I understand, in fact, that the courts 
have not yet been asked to render a decision on the specific questions you've asked to me, and 
therefore I'm not sure that there yet exists legal precedent to inform a response. 

Without attempting to render a legal opinion, I understand that in a case where a 
proposed power plant retirement were not allowed to occur as a result of an electric system 
reliability issue, it may be possible for the parties (e.g., EPA, DOE and the power plant owner) 
to enter into a consent decree and amended operating permit that would allow the plant to 
operate strictly under reliability emergencies. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2013-01-04T12:03:36-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




